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Slit: greatest of English historians, Macaulat, and one o( the moet brilliant writen of 
the present century, haa said: "Tlieliistoryof a country is best told in a record of the 
lives of its people." In conformity with this idea the Portrait and Biographical 
Record, of tbia county bas been prepared. In(-tend of going to musty records, and 
taking therefrom dry statistical matter that can be appreciated by but few, ouf 
corps of writers have gone to the people, the men and women who have, by their 
enterprise and industry, bi'ouglit the county to rank second to none among those 
cotnjuising tliis gi-eat and noble iStatc, and from tlicir liiis have the story of their life 
strugi.'1^8. No moi'e interesting or inatructive matter conid be presented to an intelli- 
gent public. In tliis volume will be found a record of many whose lives are worthy the 
imitation of coming generations. It tells how some, commencing life in poverty, by 
industry and economy have accumulated wealth. It tells how others, with limited 
intagea for scouring an education, have become learned men and women, with an 
icice extending throughout the length and breadth of the land. It tells of men who 
have risen from the lower walks of life to eminence as statesmen, and whose names have 
Iwcfiiiie famous. It tells of tliose iu every walk in life who have striven to succeed, ani 
ir'ls how that success has usually crowned their efforts It tells also of many, very 
many, who, not seeking the applause of the world, have pursued "the even tenor of their way," contenf 
to have it said of them a^ Christ said of the woman performing a deed of mercy — ^"they have done what 
they could." It t£lls how tliat many in the pride and strength of young manhood left the plow and th« 
anvil, the lawyer's office and the counting-room, left ev«ry trade and profession, and at their country's 
crU went forth valiantly "to do or die," and how through their efforts the Union was restored and peace 
once more reigned in the land. In the life of eveiy man and of every woman is a lesson that should not 
be lost upon tboee who follow after. 

Coming generations will appreciate this volume and preserve it as a sacred treasure, from the fact 
that it contains so much that would never find its way into public records, and which would otherwise be 
inaocesBible. Great care bas been taken in the compilation of the work and every opportunity possible 
given to tbose represented to insure correctness in what bas been written, and the publishers flatter them- 
selves that they give to their readers a work with few errors of consequence. In addition to the biograpb 
ical sketches, portraits of a number of representative citizens are given. 

The faces of some, and biographical sketches of many, will be missed in this volume. For this the 
publishers are not to blame. Not having a proper conception of the work, some refused to give the 
information necessary to compile a sketch, while others were indifferent Occasionally some member of 
the family would oppose the enterprise, and on account of such opposition the support of the interested 
one would be withheld. In a few instances men could never be found, though repeated calls were made 
at their residence or place of bosinesB. 

November, 1893. IIu«m(m-hii ai, I'liiLisniNii Co. 



FIRST PRESIDENT. 





' HEFatherof ourCountry was 
) l-orii in Westmorland Co., Va., 
Pl'eb. 32, 1732. His parents 
Augustine and Maiy 
(Bai;) Washington. The family 
to which he belonged hns not 
been satisfactorily traced in 
England. His great-grand- 
father, John Washington, em- 
igrated to Virginia about 1657, 
and became a prosperous 
planier. He had two sons, 
Lawrence and John. The 
former parried Mildred Warner 
and had three children, John, 
Augiisliiie and Mildred. Augus- 
tine, the father of George, first 
married Jane Butler, who bore 
him fovir children, two of whom, 
Lawrence and Augustine, reached 
maturily. Of six children by his 
second marriage, George was the 
eldest, ihe others being Betty, 
Samuel. John Augustine, Charles 
and Mildred. 
Augustine Washington, the father of George, died 
'1 '743i leaving a large landed property. To his 
tidest son, Lawrence, he bequeathed an estate on 
the Patomac, afterwards known as Mount Vernon, 
and to George he left the parental residence. George 
■ received only such education as the neighborhood 
schools aflbrded, save for a short time after he left 
Khool, when he received private in-.truction in 
iDatHematH:s. His spelling was rather defectivr. 



Remarkable stories are told of his great physical 
strength and development at an early age. He was 
an acknowledged leader among his companions, and 
was early noted for that nobleness of character, fair- 
ness and veracity which characterized his whole life. 

When George was i4years old he had a desire to go to 
sea, and a midshipman's warrant was secured for him, 
but through the opposition of his mother the idea was 
abandoned. Two years later he was appointed 
surveyor to the immense estate of Lord Fairfax. In 
this business he spent three years in a rough frontier 
life, gaining experience which afterwards proved very 
essential tn him. In 1751, though only ig years of 
age, he was appointed adjutant with the rank of 
major in the Vir^nia militia, then being trained for 
active service against the French and Indians. Soon 
after this he sailed to the West Indies with his brother 
Lawre:ice, who went there to restore his health. They 
soon returned, and in the summer of 1753 Lawrence 
died, leaving a large fortune to an infant daughter 
who did not long survive him. On her demise the 
estate of Mount Venion was given to George. 

Upon the arrival of Robert Dinwiddie, as Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of Virginia, in 1751, the militia wa; 
reorganized, and the province divided into four mili- 
tary districts, of which the northern was assigned to 
Washington as adjutant general. Shortly after this 
a very perilous mission was assigned him and ac- 
cepted, which others had refused. This was to pro- 
ceed to the French post near Lake Erie in North- 
western Pennsylvania. The distance to be traversed . 
was between 500 and 600 mites. Winter was at hand, 
and the journey was to be made without military 
escort, through a territory occupied by Indians. Th* 
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irip was a perilous one, and several limes he came near 
losing his life, yet he returned in safety and furnished 
a full and useful report of his expedition. A regiment 
of 300 men was raised in Virginia and put in com- 
mand of Col. Joshua Fry, and Major Washington was 
commissioned lieutenant-colonel. Active war was 
then begun against the French and Indians, in which 
Washington took a most important part. In the 
memorable event of July 9, 1755, known as Brad- 
docks defeat, Washington was almost the only officer 
of distinction who escaped from the calamities of the 
day with life and honor. The other aids of Braddock 
were disabled early in the action, and Washington 
alone was left in that capacity on the field. In a letter 
to his brother he says : " I had four bullets through 
my coat, and two horses shot under me, yet I escaped 
unhurt, though death was leveling my companions 
on every side." An Indian sharpshooter said he was 
not bom to be killed by a bullet, for he had taken 
direct aim at him seventeen times, and failed to hit 
him. 

After having been ^vt, years in the military service, 
and vainly sought promotion in the royal army, he 
took advantage of the fall of Fort Duquesne and the 
expulsion of the French from the valley of the Ohio, 
CO resign his commission. Soon after he entered the 
Legislature, where, although not a leader, he look an 
active and important part. January 17, 1759, he 
married Mrs. Martha (Dandridge) Custis, the wealthy 
widow of John Parke Custis. 

When the British Parliament had closed the jxjrt 
«^f Boston, the cry went up throughout the provinces 
that "The cause of Boston is the cause of us all." 
It was then, at the suggeslion of Virginia, that a Con- 
gress of all the colonies was called to meet at Phila- 
delphia,Sept. 5, 1774, to secure their common liberties, 
peaceably if possible. To this Congress Col. Wash- 
ington was sent as a delegate. On May 10, 1775, the 
Congress re-assembled, when the hostile intentions of 
England were plainly apparent. The battles of Con- 
cord and Lexington had been fought. Among the 
first acts of this Congress was the election of a com- 
mander-in-chief of the colonial forces. This high and 
responsible office was conferred upon Washington, 
who was still a memberof the Congress. He accepted 
it on June 19, but upon the express condition that he 
receive no salary. He would keep an exact account 
of expenses and expect Congress 10 pay them and 
nothing more. It is not the object of this sketch to 
trace the military acts of Washington, to whom the 
fortunes and liberties of the people of this country 
were so long confided. The war was conducted by 
him under ever)' possible disadvantage, and while his 
forces often met with reverses, yet he overcame every 
obstacle, and after seven years of heroic devotion 
and matchless skill he gained liberty for the greatest 
nation of earth. On Dec. 23, 1783, Washington, in 
a parting address of surpassing beauty, resigned his 



commission as commander-in-chief of the army 10 
to the Continental Congress sitting at Annapolis. He 
retired immediately to Mount Vernon and resumed 
his occupation as a farmer and planter, shunning all 
connection with public life. 

In February, 1 7 89, Washington was unanimously 
elected President. In his pVesidential career he was 
subject to the peculiar trials incidental to a new 
government ; trials from lack of confidence on the part 
of other governments; trials from want of harmony 
between the different sections of our own country; 
trials from the impoverished condition of the country, 
owing to the war and want of credit; trials from the 
beginnings of party strife. He was no partisan. His 
clear judgment could discern the golden mean ; and 
while perhaps this alone kept our government from 
sinking at the very outset, it left him exix)sed.to 
attacks from both sides, which were often bitter and 
very annoying. 

At the expiration of his first term he was unani- 
mously re-elected. At the end of this term many 
were anxious that he be re-elected, but he absolutely 
refused a third nomination. On the fourth of March, 
1797, at the expiraton of his second term as Presi- 
dent, he returned to his home, hoping to pass there 
his few remaining years free from the annoyances of 
public life. Later in the year, however, his repose 
seemed likely to be interrupted by war with France- 
At the prospect of such a war he was again urged to 
take command of the armies. He chose his sub- 
ordinate officers and left to them the charge of mat- 
ters in the field, which he superintended from his 
home. In accepting the command he made the 
reservation that he was not to be in the field until 
it was necessary. In the midst of these preparations 
his life was suddenly cut off. December 1 2, he took 
a severe cold from a ride in the rain, which, settling 
in h's throat, produced inflammation, and terminated 
fatally on the night of the fourteenth. On the eigh- 
teenth his body was borne with military honors to its 
final resting place, and interred in the family vault at 
Mount Vernon. 

Of the character of Washington it is impossible to 
speak but in terms of the highest respect and ad- 
miration. The more we see of the oi)erations of 
our government, and the more deeply we feel the 
difficulty of uniting all opinions in a common interest, 
the more highly we must estimate the force of his tal- 
ent and character, which have be'^n able to challenge 
the reverence of all parties, and principles, and na- 
tions, and to win a fame as extended as the limits 
of the globe, and which we cannot but believe will 
be as lasting as the existence of man. 

Tke person of Washington was unusally tan, erect 
and well proportioned. His muscular strength was 
great. His features were of a beautiful symmetry. 
He commanded respect without any af.pearance of 
haughtiness, and ever serious witho"^ t>«in^dull. 
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OHN ADAMS, the second 
President and the first Vice- 
President of the United States, 
was born in Braiotree (now 
Quincy),Mass., and about ten 
' miles from Boston, Oct. 19, 
55- His great-grandfather, Henry 
I I \ilams, emigrated from England 

I '^|k^ jlKDUt 1(140, with a family of eight 1 
• ^jOa^ wns, and settled at Braiiitree. The 
jrai™ pjrenis of John were John and 
iji Susannah (Boylslon) Adams. His 
^g^ father was a fanner of limited 
'Sto' neans, to which he added the bus- 
^^ ness of shoemaking. He gave his 
^Sr eldest son, John, a classical educa- 
' boa at Harvard College. John 

graduated in 1755, and at once took charge of the 
school in Worcester, Mass. This he found but a 
""school of affliction," from which he endeavored (o 
gain relief by devoting himself, in addition, to the 
study of law. For this purpose he placed himself 
under the tuition of the only lawyer in the town. He 
had thought seriously of the clerical profession 
hut seems to have been turned from this by what he 
termed " the frightful engines of ecclesiastical coun- 
ils, cf diabolical malice, and Calvanistic good nature,'' 
of the operations of which he had been a witness in 
his native town. He was well fitted for the legal 
profession, possessing a clear, sonorous voice, being 
ready and fluent of speech, and having quick percep- 
tive powers. He gradually gained practice, and in 
[764 married Abigail Smith, a daughter of a minister, 
and a lady of superior intelligence. Shortly after his 
marriage, (17^5), the attempt of Parliamentary taxa- 
tbn turned him from law to pohtics. He took initial 
iteps toward holdir.^ t. town meeting, and the resolu- 



tions he offered on the subject became very |X>puUt 
throughout the Province, and were adopted word for 
word by over forty different towns. He moved to Bos- 
ton in 1768, and became oneof the most courageous 
and [prominent advocalesof the popular cause, and 
was chosen a member of the General Court (the Leg- 
lislature) in 1770. 

Mr. Adams was chosen one of the first delegates 
from Massachusetts lo the first Continental Congress, 
which met in 1774- Here he distinguished hlmselt 
by his capacity for business and for debate, and ad. 
vocated the movement for independence against th'; 
majority of the members. In May. 1776, he moved 
and carried a resolution in Congress that the Colonies 
should assume the duties of self-government. He 
was a prominent member of the committee of .ivo 
appointed June 11, to prepare a declaration of inde* 
pendence. This article was drawn by Jefferson, but 
on Adams devolved the (ask of battling it through 
Congress in a three days debate. 

On the day after the Declaration of Independence 
was passed, while his soul was yet warm with th? 
glow of excited feeling, he wrote a letter to his wife 
which, as we read ;t now, seems lo have been dictated 
by the spirit of prophecy. "Yesterday," he says,"lhe 
greatest question was decided that ever was debated 
in -America; and greater, jwrhaps, never was or wil 
be decided among men. A resolution was passed 
without one dissenting colony, ' that these United 
States are, and of right ought to be, free and inde- 
pendent states.' The day is passed. The fourth ot 
July, 1776, will be a memorable epoch in the history 
of America. 1 am apt lo believe it will be celebrated 
by succeeding generations, as the great anniversary, 
festival. It ought to be commemorated as the day of 
deliverance by solemn acts of devotion to Almighty 
God. It ought to be solemnized with [omp, shows 
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gam eSy sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations 
troin one end of the continent to the other, from this 
lime forward for ever. You will think me transported 
with enthusiasm, but I am not. I am well aware of 
the toil, and blood and treasure, that it will cost to 
maintain this declaration, and support and defend 
these States; yet, through all the gloom, I can see the 
rays of light and glory. I can see that the end is 
worth more than all the means; and that posterity 
will triumph, although you and I may rue, which I 
hope we shall not." 

In November, 1777, Mr. Adams was apix)inted a 
delegate to France^ and to co-operate with Bemjamin 
Franklin and Arthur Lee, who were then in Paris, in 
•the endeavor to obtain assistance in arms and money 
from the French Government. This was a severe trial 
to his patriotism, as it separated him from his home, 
conii)elled him to cross the ocean in winter, and ex- 
posed him to great peril of capture by the British cruis- 
ers, who were seeking him. He left France June 17, 
1779. In September of the same year he was again 
chosen to go to Paris, and there hold himself in readi- 
ness to negotiate a treaty of peace and of commerce 
with Great Britian, as soon as the British Cabinet 
might be found willing to listen to such proix)sels. He 
sailed for France in November, from there he went to 
Holland, where he negotiated imi)ortant loans and 
formed important commercial treaties 

Finally a treaty of peace with England was signed 
Jan. 21, 1783. The re-action from the excitement, 
toil and anxiety through which Mr. Adams had passed 
threw him into a fever. After suffering from a con- 
tinued fever and becoming feeble and emaciated he 
was advised to goto England to drink the waters of 
Bath. While in England, still drooping anddesix)nd- 
ing, he received dispatches from his own government 
urging the necessity of his going to Amsterdam to 
negotiate another loan. It was winter, his health was 
delicate, yet he immediately set out, and through 
storm, on sea, on horseback and foot,he made the trip. 

February 24, 1785; Congress appointed Mr. Adams 
envoy to the Court of St. James. Here he met face 
to face the King of England, who had so long re- 
garded him as a traitor. As England did not 
condescend to appoint a minister to the United 
States, and as Mr. Adams felt that he was accom- 
plishing but little, he sought permission to return to 
nis own country, where he arrived in June, 1788. 

When Washington was first chosen President, John 
Adams, rendered illustiious by his signal services at 
home and abroad, was chosen Vice President. Again 
at the second election of Washington as President, 
Adams was chosen Vice President. In 1796, Wash- 
ington retired from public life, and Mr. Adams was 
elected President,t hough not without much opposition. 
Serving in this office four years,he was succeeded by 
Mr. Jefferson, his opponent in politics. 

IVhile Mr. Adams was Vice President the great 



French Revolution shook the continent of Euro|>e, 
and it was upon this point which he was at issue with 
the majority of his countrymen led by Mr. Jefferson. 
Mr. Adams felt no sympathy with the French people 
in their struggle, for he had no confidence in their 
power of self-government, and he utterly abhored the 
class of atheist philosophers who he claimed caused it. 
On the other hand Jefferson's sympathies were strongly 
enlisted in behalf of the French people. Hence or- 
iginated the alienation between these distinguished 
men, and two powerful parties were thus soon organ- 
ized, Adams at the head of the one whose sympathies 
were with England and Jefferson led the other in 
sympathy with France. 

The world has seldom seen a spectacle of more 
moral beauty and grandeur, than was presented by the 
old age of Mr. Adams. The violence of party feeling 
had died away, and he had begun to receive that just 
appreciation which, to most men, is not accorded till 
after death. No one could look upon his venerable 
form, and think of what he had done and suffered, 
and how he had given up all the prime and strength 
of his life to the public good, without the deepest 
emotion of gratitude and respect. It was his peculiar 
good fortune to witness the complete success of the 
institution which he had been so active in creating and 
supporting. In 1824, his cup of happiness was filled 
to the brim, by seeing his son elevated to the highest 
station in the gift of the people. 

The fourth of July, 1826, which completed the half 
century since the signing of the Declaration of Inde- 
l)endence, arrived, and there were but three of the 
signers of that immortal instrument left upon the 
earth to hail its morning light. And, as it is 
well known, on that day two of these finished their 
earthly pilgrimage, a coincidence so remarkable as 
to seem miraculous. For a few days before Mr. 
Adams had been rapidly failing, and on the morning 
of the fourth he found himself too weak to rise from 
his bed. On being requested to name a toast for the 
customary celebration of the day, he exclaimed " In- 
dependence FOREVER." When the day was ushered 
in, by the ringing of bells and the firing of cannons^ 
he was asked by one of his attendants if he knew 
what day it was? He replied, "O yes; it is the glor- 
ious fourth of July — God bless it — Cxod bless you all.'* 
In the course of the day he said, "It is a great and 
glorious day." The last words he uttered were, 
"Jefferson survives." But he had, at one o'clock, re- 
signed his spiiit into the hands of his God. 

The personal appearance and manners of Mr. 
Adams were not particularly prepossessing. Hisface> 
as his portrait manifests,was intellect\ial ard expres- 
sive, but his figure was low and ungraceful, and h««v 
manners were frequently abrupt and unconrteous. 
He had neither the lofty dignity of Washington, nor 
the engaging elegance and gracefulness which marked 
the manners and address of Jefferson. 
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HOMAS JEFFERSON was 
botn April 2, 1743, *t Shad- 
'well, Albennarle county, Va. 
His |>arents were Peter and 
Jane { Randolph) Jefferson, 
thf former a native of Wales, 
and the latter bom in Lon- 
don. To them were born six 
daughters and two sons, of 
whom Thomas was the elder. 
When 14 years of age his 
father died. He received a 
most liberal education, hav- 
ing been kept diligently at school 
horn the time he was five years of 
age. In 1760 he entered William 
Cod Mary College. Williamsburg was then the seat 
of the Colonial Court, and it was the obode of fashion 
a.id splendor. Yoimg Jefferson, who was then 17 
years old, lived somewhat expensively, keeping fine 
horses, and much caressed by gay society, yet he 
was earnestly devoted to his studies, and irreproacha- 
able in his morals, it is strange, however, under 
suchinfluencea,that he was not ruined. In the sec- 
ond year of his college course, moved by some un- 
explained inward impulse, he discarded his horses, 
society, and even his favorite violin, to which he had 
previously given much time. Heoflen devoted fifteen 
hours a day to haid study, allowing himself for ex- 
ercise only a run in the evening twilight of a mile out 
of the city and back again. He thus attained very 
high intellectual culture, alike excellence in philoso- 
phy and the languages. The most difficult Latin and 
Greek authors he read with facility. A more finished 
scholar has seldom gone forth from college halls; and 



there was not to be found, perhaps, in all Virginia, a 
more pureminded, upnghl, gentlemanly young man. 

lediately upon leaving college he began the 
study of law. For the short lime he continued in the 
practice of his profession he rose rapidly and distin- 
guished himself by his energy and accuteness as a 
lawyer. But the rimes called for greater action. 
The policy of England had awakened the spirit of 
resistance of Ihe American Colonies, and the enlarged 
views which Jefferson had ever entertained, soon led 
him into active political life. In 1769 he was chosen 
a member of the Virginia House of Burgesses In 
1772 he married Mrs. Martha Skelton, a very beauri- 
ful, wealthy and highly accomplished young widow 

Upon Mr. Jefferson's large estate at Shadwell, thjre 
was a majestic swell of land, called M on ticello, which 
commanded a prospect of wonderful extent and 
beauty. This spot Mr. Jefferson selected lor his new 
home; and here he reared a mansion of modest yet 
elegant architecture, which, next to Mount Vernon 
became the most distinguished resort in our land. 

In 177s he was sent to Ihe Colonial Congress 
where, though a silent member, his abilities as a 
writer and a reasoner soon become known, and he 
was placed upon a number of important committees, 
and was chairman of the one appointed for the draw- 
ing up of a declaration of independence. This com- 
mittee consisted of Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, 
Benjamin Franklin, Roger Sherman and Robert R. 
Livingston. Jefferson, as chairman, was appointed 
to draw up the paper. Franklin and Adams suggested 
a few verbal changes before it was submitted to Con- 
gress. On June 28, a few slight changes were made 
in it by Congress, and it was passed and signed July 
4, 1776. What must have been the feelings of that 
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man — what the emotions that swelled his breast — 
who was charged with the preparalion of tliat Dec- 
laration, which, while it made known the wrongs of 
America, was also to publish her to tlie world, free, 
soverign and independent. It is one of the most re- 
markable papers ever written ; and did noolher effort 
of the mind of its author exist, that alone would be 
sufficient to stamp his name with immortality. 

In 1779 Mr. Jefferson was elected successor to 
Patrick Henry, i,s Governor of Virginia. At one time 
the British officer, Tarle ton, sent a secret expedition to 
Moniicello, to capture the Governor, Scarcely five 
minutes elapsed after the hurried escai>e of Mr. Juf- 
fersoQ and his family, ere his mansion was in jxisses- 
sion of the British troops. His wife's health, never 
very good, was much injured by this excitement, and 
in the summer of 1782 she died. 

Mr. Jefferson was elected to Congress in 1783, 
Two years later he was appointed Minister Pleniix)- 
tentiary to France. Returning to the United Stales 
in September, 1789, he became Secretary of State I 
in Washington's cabinet. This position he resigned | 
Jan. I, t794. In 1797, he was chosen Vice Presi- 
dent, and four years later was elected President over , 
Mr, Adams, whh Aaron Burr as Vice President. In I 
1804 he was re-elected with wonderful unanimiiy, I 
and George Chnton, Vice President. 

The early part of Mr. Jeflerson's second adminstra- 
tion was disturbed by an eveni which threatened the \ 
tranquility and peace of the Union; this was the con- ' 
spiracy of Aaron Burr. Defeated in the late election 
to the Vice Presidency, andled 011 by an unprincipled 
ambition, this extraordinary man formed the plan of a 
military expedition into the Spanish territories on our 
wuthwesiern frontier, for the pur[Xise of forming there 
a new republic. This has been generally siip|X)sed 
was a mere pretext; and although it has not been 1 
generally known what his real plans were, there is no 
doubt that they were of a far more dangerous 
character. : 

In 1809, at the expuration of the second term for ' 
which Mr. Jefferson had been elected, he determined ' 
to retire from political life. For a period of nearly 
Torty years, he had been continually before the pub- , 
.ic, and all that rime had been employed in offices of i 
the greatest trust and responsibility. Having thus de- 
voted the best part of his hfe to the service of his 
country, he now felt desirous of that rest which his 
declining years retjuired, and ujion the organization of 
the new administration, in March, 1S09, he bid fare- 
well forever to public hfe, and retired to Monticello. 

Mr. Jefferson was profuse in his hospitality. Whole 
families came in their coaches with their horses,— 
fathers and mothers, boys and girls, babies and 
nurses, — and remained three and even six months. 
Life at Monticello, for years, resembled that at a 
fashionable watering-place. 

The fourth of July, iSa6, being the fiftieth anniver- 



sary of the Declaration of American Independence, 
great preparations were made in every part of the 

Union for its celebration, as the nation's jubilee, anil 
the citizens of Washington, to add to the solemnity 
of the occasion, invited Mr. Jefferson, as the framer, 
and one of the few surviving signers of I he Declara- 
tion, to participate in their testivities. But an ill- 
ness, which had been of several weeks duration, and 
had been continually increasing, compelled him to 
dechne the invitation. 

On the second of July, the disease under which 
he was laboring left him, but in such a reduced 
slate that his medical attendants, entertained nc 
hoi>e of his recovery. From this rime he was perfectly 
sensible that his last hour was at hand. On the nex". 
dny, which was Monday, he asked of those around 
him, the day of the month, and on being told it was 
the third of July, he expressed the earnest wish tha', 
he might be permitted to breathe the airof the fiftieth 
anniversary. His prayer was heard — that day, whose 
dawn was hailed with such rapture through our land, 
burst uijon his eyes, and then they were closed for- 
ever. And what a noble consummation of a noble 
life! To die on that day, — the birthday of a nation,- - 
the day which his own name and his own act had 
rendered glorious; to die amidst ilie rejoicings and 
fesuvilies of a whole nation, who looked up to him, 
as the author, under God, of their greatest blessings, 
was .all that was wanUng lo fill up the record his life. 

Almost at the same hour of his death, the kin- 
dred spirit of the venerable Adams, as if to t^ar 
him company, left the scene of his earthly honors. 
Hand in hand they had stood forth, the champions of 
freedom ; hand in hand, during the dark and desper- 
ate struggle of the Revolution, they had cheered and 
animated their desponding countrymen; for half a 
century ihey had labored together for the good of 
the country; and now hand in hand they depart. 
In their lives they had been united in the same great 
cause of liberty, and in their deaths they were not 
divided. 

In [jerson Mr. Jefferson was tall and thin, rather 
above six feet in height, hut well formed; his eyes 
were light, his hairoriginally red, in after life became 
while and silvery ; his comjilexion was fair, his fore- 
head broad, and his whole cour-tenance intelligent and 
thoughtful. He possessed great forutude of mind as 
well as personal courage; and ;.;s command of tem- 
l)er was such that his oldest and most intimate friends 
never recollected to have seen him in a passion. 
His manners, though dignified, were simple and un- 
afTected, and his hospitality was so unbounded that 
all found at his house a ready welcome. In conver- 
sation he was fluent, eloquent and enthusiastic ; and 
his language was remarkably pure and correct. He 
was a finished classical scholar, and in his wriringsis 
discemable the care with which he formed his style 
upon the best models of antiquity. 
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I AMES MADISON, "Father 
\ of the Constitution," and fourth 
^President of the United States, 
sbom March i6, 1757, and 
died at his home in Virginia, 
'■ June z8, 1836. The name of 
James Madison is inseparably con- 
nected with most of the important 
events in that heroic period of our 
country during which the founda- 
lioT^s of this great republic were 
laid, tie was the last of the founders 
of the Constitution of the United 
i to be called to his eternal 

The Madison family were among 
the early emigrants to the New World, 
landirg upon the shores of the Chesa- 
peake but 15 years after the settle- 
ment of Jamestown. The father of 
James Madison was an opulent 
planter, residing upon a very fine es- 
tate cdled "Monlpelicr," Orange Co., 
Va. The mansion was situated in 
the midst of scenery highly pictur- 
esi^ue and romantic, on the west side 
of South-west Mountain, at Ihe foot of 
Blue Ridge. It was but 25 miles from the home of 
Jefferson at Monticello. The closest personal and 
political attachment existed between these illustrious 
men, from their early youth until death. 

The early education of Mr. Madison was conductcti 
mostly at home under a private tutor. At the age of 
18 he was sent to Princeton College, in New Jersey. 
Here he applied himself to study with the most im- 



prudent leal ; allowing himself, for months, but three 
hours' sleep out of the 24. His health thus became so 
seriously impaired that he never recovered any vigor 
of constitution. He graduated in 1771, with a feeble 
body, with a character of utmost purity, and with a 
mind highly disciplined and richly stored with learning 
which embellished and gave proficiency to his subsr ' 
qiient career. 

Returning to Virginia, he commenced the study d 
law. and a courseof extensive and systematic reading. 
This educational course, the spirit of the times in 
which he lived, and the society with which he asso- 
ciated, all combined to inspire him with a strong 
love of liberty, and to train him for his life-work ot 
a statesman. Being naturally of a religious turn of 
mind, and his frail health leading him to think that 
his life was not to be long, he directed especial atten- 
tion to theological studies. Endowed with a mind 
singulariy free from passion and prejudice, and with 
almoct unequalled powers of reasoning, he weighed 
all the arguments for and against revealed religion, 
until his faith became so established as never to 
be shaken. 

In the spring of 1776, when 26 years of age, he 
was elected a member of the Virginia Convention, to 
frame the constitution of the State. The next year 
(1777), he was a candidate for the General Assembly. 
He refused to treat the whisky-lovir.g voters, and 
consequently lost his election ; but those who had 
witnessed the talent, energy and public sprit of the 
modest young man, enlisted themselves in his behalf, 
and he was appointed to the Executive Council. 

Both Patrick Henry and Thomas Jefferson were 
Governorsof Virginia while Mr. Madison remained 
member of the Council ; and their appreciation of hii 
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mtellectual, social and moral worth, contributed not 
a little to his subsequent eminence. In the year 
1780, he was elected a member of the Continental 
Congress. Here he met the most illustrious men in 
our land, and he was immediately assigned to one of 
(he most conspicuous positions among them. 

For three years Mr. Madison continued in Con- 
gress, one of its most active and influential members. 
In the year 1784, his term having expired, he was 
elected a member of the Virginia Legislature. 

No man felt more deeply than Mr. Madison the 
utter inefficiency of the old confederacy, with no na- 
tional government, with no power to form treaties 
which would be binding, or to enforce law. There 
was not any State more prominent than Virginia in 
the declaration, that an efficient national government 
must be formed. In January, 1786, Mr. Madison 
carried a resolution through the General Assembly of 
Virginia, inviting the other States to appoint commis- 
sioners to meet in convention at Annapolis to discuss 
this subject. Five States only were represented. The 
convention, however, issued another call, drawn up 
by Mr. Madison, urging all the States to send their 
delegates to Philadelphia, in May, 1787, to draft 
a Constitution for the United States, to take the place 
of that Confederate League. The delegates met at 
the time appointed. Every State but Rhode Island 
^as represented. George Washington was chosen 
president of the convention ; and the present Consti- 
tution of the United States was then and there formed. 
There was, perhaps, no mind and no pen more ac- 
tive in framing this immortal document than the mind 
and the pen of James Madison. 

The Constitution, adopted by a vote 81 to 79, was 
to be presented to the several States for acceptance. 
But grave solicitude was felt. Should it be rejected 
we should be left but a conglomeration of independent 
States, with but little power at home and little respect 
abroad. Mr. Madison was selected by the conven- 
tion to draw up an address to the people of the United 
States, expounding the principles of the Constitution, 
and urging its adoption. There was great opposition 
to it at first, but it at length triumphed over all, and 
went into effect in 1789. 

Mr. Madison was elected to the House of Repre- 
sentatives in the first Congress, and soon became the 
avowed leader of the Republican party. While in 
New York attending Congress, he met Mrs. Todd, a 
young widow of remarkable power of fascination, 
whom he married. She was in person and character 
queenly, and probably no lady has thus far occupied 
so prominent a position in the very peculiar society 
which has constituted our republican court as Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr. Madison served as Secretary of State under 
Jefferson, and at the close of his administration 
was chosen President. At this time the encroach- 
ments of England had brought us to the verge of war. ] 



British orders in council destioyed our commerce, and 
our flag was exposed to constant insult. Mr. Madison 
was a man of peace. Scholarly in his taste, retiring 
in his disposition, war had no channs for him. But the 
meekest spirit can be roused. It makes ones blood 
boil, even now, to think of an American ship brought 
to, uix)n the ocean, by the guns of an English cruiser. 
A young lieutenant steps on board and orders the 
crew to be paraded before him. With great nonchal- 
ance he selects any number whom he may please to 
designate as British subjects ; orders them down the 
ship's side into his boat ;^ and places them on the gun- 
deck of his man-of-war, to fight, by compulsion, the 
battles of England. This right of search and im- 
pressment, no efforts of our Government could induce 
the British cabinet to relinquish. 

On the 1 8th of June, 181 2, President Madison gave 
his approval to an act of Congress declaring war 
against Great Britain. Notwithstanding the bitter 
hostility of the Federal party to the war, the country 
in general approved; and Mr, Madison, on the 4th 
of March, 1813, was re-elected by a large majority, 
and entered uix)n his second term of office. This is 
not the place to describe the various adventures of 
this war on the land and on the water. Our inCan . 
navy then laid the foundations of its renown in grai> 
pling v.'ith the most formidable power which ever 
swept the seas. The contest commenced in earnest 
by the appearance of a British fleet, early in February, 
18 1 3, in Chesapeake Bay, declaring nearly the whole 
coast of the United States under blockade. 

The Emperor of Russia offered his services as me 
ditator. America accepted ; England refused. A Brit- 
ish force of five thousand men landed on the banks 
of the Patuxet River, near its entrance into Chesa- 
peake Bay, and marched rapidly, by way of Bladens- 
burg, uix)n Washington. 

The straggling little city of Washington was thrown 
into consternation. The cannon of the brief conflict 
at Bladensburg echoed through the streets of the 
metropolis. The whole population fled from the city. 
The President, leaving Mrs. Madison in the White 
House, with her carriage drawn up at the doer to 
await his speedy return, hurried to meet the officers 
in a council of war. He met our troops utterly routec\ 
and he could not go back without danger of being 
captured. But few hours elapsed ere the Presidential 
Mansion, the Capitol, and all the public buildings in 
Washington were in flames. 

The war closed after two years of fighting, and on 
Feb. 13, 18 15, the treaty of peace was signed at Ghent. 

On the 4th of March, 18 17, his second term of 
office expired, and he resigned the Presidential chair 
to his friend, James Monroe. He retired to his beau- 
tiful home at Montpelier, and there passed the re- 
mainder of his days. On June 28, 1836, then at the 
age of 85 years, he fell asleep in death. Mrs. Madi- 
son died July 12, 1849. 
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' AMES MONROE, the fifth 
L President of The United Sti 
J was born in Westmoreland Co., 
Va., April 28, 1758. Hisearly 
life was passed at the place of 
nativity. Hii ancestors had for 
many years resided in the prov- 
ceiii which he waslx)rn. When, 
r7 years of age, in the process 
completing his education at 
Wiilicm and Mary College, the Co- 
il Congress assembled at Phila- 
delphia to deliberate upon ihe un- 
just and manifold oppressions of 
Great Brilian, declared the separa- 
tion uf the Colonies, and promul- 
gated the Declaration of Indepen- 
<Sence. Had he been bom ten years before it is highly 
probable thai he would have been one of the signers 
of that celebrated instrument. At this time he left 
School and enlisted among the patriots. 

He joined the army when everything looked hojje- 
less and gloomy. The number of deserters increased 
from day to day. The invading armies came [ouring 
ivi ; and the lories not only favored the cause of the 
mother country, but disheartened the new recruits, 
who were sufficiently terrified at the prospect of con- 
trading with an enemy whom they had been taught 
to deem invincible. To such brave spirits as James 
Monroe, who went right onward, undismayed through 
difficulty and danger, the United Slates owe their 
(siiitical emanciparion. The young cadet joined Ihe 
tanks, and espoused the cause of his injured country, 
with a fina determination to hve o; die with her strife 



for liberty. Firmly yet sadly he shared in the mel- 
ancholy retreat from Harleam Heights and White 
Plains, and accompanied the dispirited army as it fled 
before its foes through New Jersey. In four month; 
after the Declaration of Independence, the patriots 
had been beaten in seven battles. At the battle of 
Trenton he led the vanguard, and, in the act of charg- 
ing u|Xin the enemy he received a wound in the left 
shoulder. 

As a reward for his bravery, Mr. Monroe was pro-| 
moted a captain of infantry; and, having recovered 
from his wound, he rejoined the army. He, however, 
receded from the line of inomotion, by becoming an 
officer in the staff of Lord Sterling. During the cam- 
paigns of 1777 and 1778, in the actions of Brandy 
wine, Gerniantown and Monmouth, he continued 
aid-de-camp; but becoming desirous to regain hi-i 
position in the army, he exerted himself to collect a 
regiment for the Virginia line. This scheme failed 
owing to the exhausted condition of the State. Upon 
this failure he entered the office of Mr. Jefferson, at 
that period Governor, and pursued, with considerable 
ardor, the study of common law. He did not, however, 
entirely lay aside the knapsack for the green bag; 
but on Ihe invasions of the enemy, served as avolun 
teer, during the two years of his legal pursuits. 

In 1782, he was elected from King George county, 
a member of the Leglislature of Virginia, and by that 
body he was elevated to a seat in the Executiv- 
Council. He was thus honored with the confidence 
of his fellow citizens at 23 years of age ; and having 
at this early period displayed some of that ability 
and aptitude for legislation, which were afterwards 
employed with unremittirgenergyforthe public good. 
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he was in the succeeding year chosen a member of 
the Congress of the United States. 
Deeply as Mr. Monroe felt the imperfections of the old 
Confederacy, he was opposed to the new Constitution, 
'.hinking, with many others of the Republican parly, 
that it gave too much power to the Central Government, 
and not enough to the individual States. Still he re- 
tained the esteem of his friends who were its warm 
supporters, and who, notwithstanding his opposition 
secured its adoption. In 1789, he became a member 
of the United States Senate ; which office he held for 
four years. Every month the line of distinction be- 
tween the two great parties which divided the nation, 
the Federal and the Republican, was growing more 
distinct. The two prominent ideas which now sei>- 
arated them were, that the Republican party was in 
sympathy with France, and also in favor of such a 
strict construction of the Constitution as to give the 
Central Government as little power, and the State 
Governments as much [X)wer, as the Constitution would 
warrant. The Federalists sympathized with England, 
and were in favor of a liberal construction of the Con- 
stitution, which would give as much power to the 
Central Government as that document could possibly 
authorize. 

The leading Federalists and Republicans were 
alike noble men, consecrating all their energies to the 
good of the nation. Two more honest men or more 
pure patriots than John Adams the Federalist, and 
James Monroe the Republican, never breathed. In 
building up this majestic nation, which is destined 
to eclipse all Grecian and Assyrian greatness, the com- 
bination of their antagonism was. needed to create the 
right equilibrium. And yet each in his day was de- 
nounced as almost a demon. 

Washington was then President. England had es- 
poused the cause of the Bourbons against the princi- 
ples of the French Revolution. All Europe was drawn 
into the conflict. We were feeble and far away. 
Washington issued a proclamation of neutrality be- 
tween these contending powers. France had helped 
us in the struggle for our liberties. All the despotisms 
of Euroi^e were now combined to prevent the French 
from escaping from a tyranny a thousand-fold worse 
than that which we had endured. Col. Monroe, more 
magnanimous than prudent, was anxious that, at 
whatever hazard, we should help our old allies in 
their extremity. It was the impulse of a generous 
and noble nature. He violently opposed the Pres- 
ident's proclamation as ungrateful and wanting in 
magnanimity. 

Washington, who could appreciate such a character, 
developed his calm, serene, almost divine greatness, 
by appointing that very James Monroe, who was de- 
nouncing the policy of the Government, as the minister 
of that Government to the Republic of France. Mr. 
Monroe was welcomed by the National Convention 
in France with the most enthusiastic demonstrations. 



Shortly after his return to this country, Mr. Mon- 
roe was elected (Governor of Virginia, and held the 
office for three yeais. He was again sent to France to 
co-oi^erate with Chancellor Livingston in obtaining 
the vast territory then known as the Province of 
Louisiana, which France had but shortly before ob- 
tained from Spain. Ttieir united efforts were suc- 
cessful. For the comparatively small sum of fifteen 
millions of dollars, the entire territory of Orleans and 
district of Louisiana were added to the United States. 
This was probably the largest transfer of real estate 
which was ever made in all the history of the world. 
From France Mr. Monroe went to England to ob- 
tain from that country some recognition of out 
riglits as neutrals, and to remonstrate against those 
odious impressments of our seamen. But Eng- 
land was unrelenting. He again returned to Eng- 
I land on the same mission, but could receive no 
I redress. He returned to his home and was again 
; chosen Governor of Virginia. This he soon resigned 
to accept the ix)sition of Secretary of State under 
Madison. While in this office war with England was 
declared, the Secretary of War resigned, and during 
these trying rimes, the duties of the War Department 
were also put upon him. He was truly the armor- 
bearer of President Madison, and the most efficient 
business man in his cabinet. Upon the return of 
peace he resigned the Department of War, but con- 
tinued in the office of Secretary of State until the ex- 
piration of Mr. Madison's adminstration. At the elec- 
tion held the previous autumn Mr. Monroe himself had 
been chosen President with but little opposition, and 
uix)n March 4, 1817, was inaugurated. Four years 
later he was elected for a second term. 

Among the im[X)rtant measures of his Presidency 
were the cession of Florida to the United States ; the 
Missouri Compromise, and the " Monroe doctrine.' 

This famous doctrine, since known as the ** Monroe 
doctrine," was enunciated by him in 1823. At that 
time the United States had recognized the independ- 
ence of the South American states, and did not >*ish 
to have European powers longer attempting to sub 
due ix)rtions of the American Continent. The doctrine 
is as follows: "That we should consider any attempt 
on the part of European powers to extend their sys- 
tem to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous 
to our peace and safety," and "that we could not 
view any interposition for the purpose of oppressing 
or controlling American governments or provinces i« 
any other light than as a manifestation by European 
powers of an unfriendly disposition toward the United 
States." This doctrine immediately affected the course 
of foreign governments, and has become the approved 
sentiment of the United States. 

At the end of his second term Mr Monroe retired 
to his home in Virginia, where he lived unril 1830. 
when he went to New York to live with his son-in- 
law. In that city he died.on the 4th of July 1831 
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OHN QUINCY ADAMS, the 
i sixth President of the United 
^States, was born in the rural 
' home of his honored father, 
John Adams, in Qaincy, Mass., 
, on the nth cf July, 1767. His 
moiher, a woman of exalted 
north, walthed over his childhood 
lining the almost constant ab- 
.uiiceof his father. When but 
Li^jtit years of age, he stood with 
'^ Ills mother on an eminence, listcn- 
111)^ l3 the booming of the great bat- 
ilc 01 Bunkers Hill, and gazing or) 
upon the smoke and flames billow- 
ing Dp from the conflagration of 
Charlestown. 

When but eleven years old he 
look a tearful adieu of his mother, 
' h> sail with his fatner for Europe, 
through a fleet ol hostile British cruisers. The bright, 
animated loy spent a year and a half in Paris, where 
Ills father was associated with Franklin and Lee as 
minister plenipotentiary. His intelligence attracted 
ihe notice of these distinguished men, and he received 
from them flattering marks of attention. 

Mr. John Adams had scarcely relumed to this 
country, in 1779, ere he was againsentabroad. Again 
lohn Quincy accompanied his father. At Paris he 
applied himself with great diligence, for six months, 
to .;tudy; then accompained his father to Holland, 
where he entered, first a school in .Amsterdam, then 
the University at Leyden. About a year from this 
time, in 1781, when the manly boy was but fourteen 
yea's of age, he was selected by Mr. Dana, our min- 
ister to the Russian court, as his private secretary. 

Tn this school of incessant labor and of enobling 
culture he s|>ent fourteen months, and then returned 
10 Holland through Sweden, Denmark, Hamburg and 
Bremen. This long journey he look alone, in the 
winter, when in his sixteenth year. Again he resumed 
nu studies, under a pri-fiiie tutor, at Hague. Thencei 



in the sprin^of i783,he accompanied his f*.(tier is 
Paris, travehng leisurely, and forming acquaintance 
with the most distinguished men on the Ccniinent 
examining architectural remains, galleries of ] aintings 
and all renowned works of art. At Paris he agaii\ 
became associated with the most illustrious men of 
all lands in the contemplations of the loftiest Irimporal 
themes which can engross the human mind Afte* 
a short visit to England he returned to Paris, and 
consecrated all his energies to study until May, rySs, 
when he returned to America. To a brilliant young 
man of eighteen, who had seen much of the world, 
and who was familiar with the etiquette of courts, a 
residence with his father in London, under such cir- 
cumstances, must have been extremely attractive 
but with judgment very rare in one of his age, he pre- 
ferred to return to America to coiupleie his education 
in an American college. He wished then to study 
law, that with an honorable profession, he might be 
able to obtain an independent support. 

Upon leaving Harvard College, at the age of twenty 
he studied law for three years. In June, 1794, be- 
ing then but twenty-seven years of age, he was ap- 
])ointed by Washington, resident minister at the 
Netherlands. Sailing from Boston in July, he reached 
London in October, where he was immediately admit- 
ted to the deliberations of Messrs. Jay and Pincknty. 
assisting them in negotiating acommercial treaty with 
Great Britian. After thus spending a fortnight i. 
London, he proceeded lo the Hague. 

In July, 1797, he left the Hague to go to Portugal as 
minister plenipotentiary. On his way to Portugal. 
upon arriving in I-ondon, he met with despatches 
directing him to the court of Beiiin, but requesting! 
him to remain in London ur.ril he should receive his 
instructions. While waiting he was married to a; 
American lady to whom he had been previously en- 
gaged,— Miss Louisa Catherine Johnson, daughtei 
of Mr, Joshua Johnson, American consul in london 
a ladyendownd with that beauty and those acconw 
plishment which eminently fitted her to move in tiM 
elevated sphere for which she wm ^int^ed. 
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He reached Berlin with his wife in November, 1797 ; 
where he remained until July, 1799, when, having ful- 
filled all the purposes of his mission, he solicited his 
recall. 

Soon after his return, in 1802, he was chosen to 
the Senate of Massachusetts, from Boston^ and then 
was elected Senator of the United States for six years, 
from the 4th of March, 1804. His reputation, his 
ability and his experience, placed him immediately 
among the most prominent and influential members 
of that body. Especially did he sustain the Govern- 
ment in its measures of resistance to the encroach- 
ments of England, destroying our commerce and in- 
sulting our flag. There was no man in America more 
familiar with the arrogance of the British court upon 
these points, and no one more resolved to present 
a firm resistance. 

In 1809, Madison succeeded Jefferson in the Pres- 
idential chair, and he immediately nominated Jolm 
Qiiincy Adams minister to St. Petersburg. Resign- 
ing his professorship in Harvard Q)llege, he embarked 
at Boston, in August, 1809. 

While in Russia, Mr. Adams was an intense stu- 
dent. He devoted his attention to the language and 
history of Russia; to the Chinese trade; to the 
European system of weights, measures, and coins ; to 
the climate and astronomical observations ; while he 
kept up a familiar acquaintance with the Greek and 
Latin classics. In all the universities of Europe, a 
more accomplished scholar could scarcely be found. 
All through life the Bible constituted an ini[X)rtar.t 
part of his studies. It was his rule to read five 
chapters every day. 

On the 4th of March, 1817, Mr. Monroe took the 
Presidential chair, and immediately ap[)ointed Mr. 
Adams Secretary of State. Taking leave of his num- 
erous friends in public and private life in Euroj)e, he 
sailed in June, 18 19, for the United States. On the 
1 8th of August, he again crossed the threshold of his 
home in Quincy. During the eight years of Mr. Mon- 
roe s administration, Mr. Adams continued Secretary 
of State. 

Some time before the close of Mr. Monroe s second 
term of office, new candidates began to be presented 
for the Presidency. The friends of .Mr. Adams brought 
forward his name. It was an exciting campaign. 
Party spirit was never more bitter. Two hundred and 
sixty electoral votes were cast. Andrew Jackson re- 
ceived ninety-nine; John Quincy Adams, eighty-four; 
V¥illiam H. Crawford, forty-one ; Henry Clay, thirty- 
seven. As there was no choice by the people, the 
question went to the House of Representatives. Mr. 
Clay gave the vote of Kentucky to Mr. Adams, and 
tie was elected. 

The friends of all the disappointed candidates now 
:ombined in a venomous and persistent assault upon 
Mr. Adams. There is nothing more disgraceful in 
•Kc oaRt histor)' of our country than the abuse which 



was poured in one uninterrupted stream, upon this 
high-minded, upright, patriotic man. There never was 
an administration more pure in principles, more con- 
scientiously devoted to the best interests of the coun- 
try, than that of John Quincy Adams ; and never, per- 
haps, was there an administration more unscrupu- 
lously and outrageously assailed. 

Mr. Adams was, to a very remarkable degree, ab- 
stemious and temperate in his habits; always rising 
early, and taking much exercise. When at his heme in 
Quincy, he has been known to walk, before breakfast, 
seven miles to Boston. In Washington, it was said 
that he was the first man up in the city, lighting his 
own fire and applying himself to work in his libraiy 
often long before dawn. 

On the 4th of March, 1829, Mr. Adams retired 
from the Presidency, and was succeeded by Andrew 
Jackson. John C. Calhoun was elected Vice Presi- 
dent. The slavery question now began to assume 
portentous magnitude. Mr. Adams returned to 
Quincy and to his studies, which he pursued with un- 
abated zeal. But he was not long permitted to re- 
main in retirement. In November, 1830, he was 
elected representative to Congress. For seventeen 
years, until his death, he occupied the post as repre- 
sentative, towering above all his peers, ever ready to 
do brave battle* for freedom, and winning the title of 
"the old man eloquent." Upon taking his seat in 
the House, he announced that he should hold him- 
self bound to no party. Probably there never was a 
member more devoted to his duties. He was usually 
the first in his place in the morning, and the last to 
leave his seat in the evening. Not a measure could 
be brought forward and escape his scrutiny. '1 he 
battle which Mr. Adams fought, almost singly, against 
the proslavery party in the Government, was sublime 
in Its moral daring and heroism. For persisting in 
presenting petitions for the abolition of slavery, he 
was threatened with indictment by the grand jury 
with expulsion from the House, with assassination 
but no threats could intimidate him, and his final 
triumph was complete. 

It has been said of President Adams, that when his 
body was bent and his hair silvered by the lapse of 
fourscore years, yielding to the simple faith of a little 
child, he was accustomed to repeat every night, before 
he slept, the pra>er which his mother taught him in 
his infant years. 

On the 2 1 St of February, 1848, he rose on the floor 
of Congress, with a paper in his hand, to address the 
speaker. Suddenly he fell, again stricken by paraly 
sis, and was caught in the arms of those around him. 
For a time he was senseless, as he was conveyed 10 
the sofa in the rotunda. With reviving conscious- 
ness, he opened his eyes, looked calmly around aid 
said " This is the end of earth ;"lhen after a moment's 
pause he added, ^^I am content. '' These were the 
last words of the grand " Old Man Eloquent." 
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I NDREW JACKSON, the 
ii;venth President of the 
I United States, was born in 
Waxhaw settlement, N. <;., 
March 15, 1767, a few days 
after his father's death. His 
parents were poor emigrants 
from Ireland, and took up 
their abode in Waxhaw set- 
tlement, where they lived in 
deepest jxiverty. 
Andrew, or Andy, as he was 
universally called, grew up a very 
toiigh, rude, turbulent boy. His 
features were coarse, his form un- 
gainly; and there was but very 
little in hii character, made visible, which was al- 
iiaclive. 

When only thirteen years old he joined the volun- 
teers of Carolina against the British invasion. In 
17S1, he and his brother Robert were captured and 
imprisoned for a time at Camden. A British officer 
ordered him to brush his mud-spattered boots. " I am 
a prisoner of war, not your servant," was the reply of 
the dauntless boy. 

The brute drew his sword, and aimed a des|)erate 
Dlow at the head of the helpless young prisoner. 
Andrew raised his hand, and thus received two fear- 
ful gashes, — one on the hand and the other upon the 
head. The officer then turned to his brother Robert 
with the same demand. He also refused, and re- 
ceived .1 blow from the keen-edged sabre, which quite 
disabled him, and which probably soon after caused 
his death. They suffered much other ill-treatment, and 
were finally stricken with the small-pox. Their 
iBotber was successful i(v obtaining their exchange. 
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and took her sick boys home. After a long illn.^:. 
Andrew recovered, and the death of his mother sood 
left him entirely friendless. 

Andrew supported himself in various ways, s ich as 
working at the saddler's trade, teaching school and 
clerking in a general store, until 1784, when he . 
entered a law office at Salisbury, N. C. He, however, 
gave more attention to the wild* amusements of the 
rimes than to his studies. In 1788, he was appointed 
solicitor for the western district of North Carolina, ol 
which Tennessee was then a part. This involved 
many long and tedious journeys amid dangers of 
every kind, but Andrew Jackson never knew fear 
and the Indians had no desire to repeat a skirmisb 
witn the Sharp Knife. 

In 1791, Mr. Jackson was married to a woman wh« 
supposed herself divorced from her former husband. 
Great was the surprise of both parties, two years later, 
to find that the conditions of the divorce had just been 
definitely settled by the first husband. The marriage 
ceremony was performed a second time, but the occur- 
rence was often used by his enemies to bring Mr. 
Jackson into disfavor. 

During these years he worked hard at his profes 
sion, and frequently had one or more duels on hand. 
one of which, when he killed Dickenson, was espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In January, 1796, the Territory of Tennessee then 
containing nearly eighty thousand inhabitants, the 
people met in convention at Knoxville to frame a con- 
stitution. Five were sent from each of the elev;u 
counties. Andrew Jackson was one of the delegate^ 
The new State was entitled to but one member in 
the National House of Representatives. Andrew Jack- 
son was cho«n that member. Mounting his horse he 
rode to Philedelphia, where Congress then held ili 
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sessions, — a distance of about eight hundred miles. 

Jackson was an earnest advocate of the Demo- 
cratic party. Jefferson was his idol. He admired 
Bonaparte, loved France and hated England. As Mr. 
Jackson took his seat, Gen. Washington, whose 
second term of office was then expiring, delivered his 
last speech to Congress. A committee drew up a 
complimentary address in reply. Andrew Jackson 
did not approve of the address, and was one of the 
twelve who voted against it. He was not willing to 
say that Gen. Washington's adminslration had been 
'* wise, firm and patriotic." 

Mr. Jackson was elected to the United States 
Senate in 1797, but soon resigned and returned home. 
Soon after he was chosen Judge of the Supreme Court 
of his State, which iX)sition he held fjr six years. 

When the war of 181 2 with Great Britian com- 
menced, Madison occupied the Presidential chair. 
Aaron Burr sent word to the President that there was 
an unknown man in the West, Andrew Jackson, who 
would do credit to a commission if one were con- 
ferred upon him. Just at that time Gen. Jackson 
offered his services and those of twenty-five hundred 
volunteers. * His offer was accepted, and the troops 
were assembled at Nashville. 

As the British were hourly expected to make an at- 
tack upon New Orleans, where (ien. Wilkinson was 
in command, he was ordered to descend the river 
with fifteen hundred troops to aid Wilkinson. Tiie 
Expedition reached Natchez; and afteradelay of sev- 
eral weeks there, without accomplishing anything, 
the men were ordered back to their homes. But liie 
energy Gen. Jackson had displayed, and his entire 
devotion to the comrfort of his soldiers, won him 
golden opinions; and he became the most ix)pular 
man in the State. It was in this expedition that his 
toughness gave him the nickname of '*()ld Hickory." 

Soon after this, while attempting to horsewhip Col. 
Thomas H. Benton, for a remark that gentleman 
made about his taking a part as second in a duel, in 
which a younger brother of Benton's was engaged, 
he received two severe pistol wounds. While he was 
lingering uix)n a bed of suffering news came that the 
Indians, who had combined under Tecumseh from 
Florida to the Lakes, to exterminate the white set- 
tlers, were committing the most awful ravages. De- 
cisive action became necessary. Gen. Jackson, with 
his fractured bone just beginning to heal, his arm in 
a sling, and unable to mount his horse without assis- 
tance, gave his amazing energies to the raising of an 
army to rendezvous at Fayettesville, Alabama. 

The Creek Indians had established a strong fort on 
one of the bends of the Tallapoosa River, near the cen- 
ter of Alabama, alx)ut fifty miles below Fort Strother. 
SVilh an army of two thousand men, Gen. Jackson 
traversed the pathless wilderness in a march of eleven 
days. He reached their fort, called Tohopeka or 
Horse-shoe, on the 27th of March. 1814. The bend 



of the river enclosed nearly one hundred acres or 
tangled forest and wild ravine. Across the narrow 
neck the Indians had constructed a formidable breast- 
work of logs and brush. Here nine hundred warriors, 
with an ample suply of arms were assembled. 

The fort was stonne^. The fight was utterly des- 
perate- Not an Indian would accept of quarter. When 
bleeding and dying, they would fight those who en- 
deavored to spare their lives. From ten in the morn- 
ing until dark, the battle raged. The carnage was 
awful and revolting. Some threw themselves into the 
river; but the unerring bullet struck their heads as 
they swam. Nearly everyone of the nine hundred war- 
rios were killed A few probably, in the night, swam 
the river and escaped. This ended the war. The 
IxDwer of the Creeks was broken forever. This bold 
plunge into the wilderness, with itsterrifiic slaughter, 
so a[)palled the savages, that the haggard remnants 
of the bands came to the camp, begging for peace. 

This closing of the Creek war enabled us to con- 
centrate all our militia upon the British, who were the 
allies of the Indians No man of less resolute will 
than Gen. Jackson could have conducted this Indian 
campaign to so successful an issue Immediately he 
was apixjinted major-general. 

Late in August, with an army of two thousand 
men, on a rushing march, Gen. Jackson came to 
Mobile. A British Heet came from Pensacola, landed 
a force ii[)on the beach, anchored near the little fort, 
and from l)oth shii) and shore commenced a furious 
assault The battle was long and doubtful. At length 
one of the shi])s was blown up and the rest retired. 

Garrisoning Mol)ile, where he had taken his little 
army, he moved his troops to New Orleans, 
And the battle of New Orleans which soon ensued. 
was in reality a very arduous campaign. This won 
for Gen. Jackson an imperishable name. Here his 
trooi)s, which r. umbered about four thousand men, 
won a signal victory over the British army of about 
nine thousand. His loss was but thirteen, while the 
loss of the British was two thousand six hundred. 

The name of Cien. Jackson soon began to be men- 
tioned in connection with the Presidency, but, in 1824, 
he was defeated by Mr. Adams. He was, however, 
successful in the election of 1828, and was re-elected 
for a second term in 1832. In 1829, just before he 
assumed the reins of the government, he met with 
the most terrible affliction of his life in the death of 
his wife, whom he had loved with a devotion which has 
l^erhaps never been surpassed. From the shock of 
her death he never recovered. 

His administration was one of the most Jv.cmcrabie 
in the annals of our country; applaude/! oyone party, 
condemned by the other. No man had more bitter 
enemies or warmer friends. At the expiration of his 
two terms of office he retired to the Hermitage, where 
he died June 8, 1845. The last years of Mr. Jack- 
son s life were that of a devoted Christian man. 
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\ ARTIN VAN BUREN, the 
I eighth President of the 
'United States, was bom at 
' Kinderhook, N. Y., Dec. 5, 
ijSa. He died at the same 
place, July ^4, i86a. His 
body rests in the cemetery 
at Kinderhook. Above it is 
1 pliin granite shaft fifteen feet 
high, bearing a simple inscription 
about half way up on one face. 
The lot is unfenced, unbordered 
•«r unbounded by shrub or flower. 

There U out i^ttle in the life of tvlanin Van Buren 
-af lumanl t interest. He fought no battles, engaged 
dn no wild adventures. Though his life was stormy in 
political and intellectual conflicts, and he gained many 
signal victories, his days passed uneventful in those 
incidents which give zeat to biography. His an- 
cestors, as his name indicates, were of Dutch origin, 
and were among the earliest emigrants from Holland 
to the banks of the Hudson, His father was a fanner, 
residing in the old town of Kinderhook. His mother, 
also of Dutch lineage, was a woman of superior intel- 
ligence and exemplary piety, 

.ie was decidedly a precocious boy, developing un- 
usual activity, vigor and strength of mind. At the 
age of fourteen, he had finished his academic studies 
in his native village, and commenced the study of 
law. As he had not a collegiate education, seven 
years of study in a law-office were reciiiired of him 
Mfore he could be admitted to the bar. Inspired with 
J. lofty ambition, and conscious of his iwwcrs, he pur- 
sued bis studies with indefatigable industry. After 
spending six yean in an office in his native village, 



he went to the city of New York, and prosecuted his 
studies for the seventh year. 

In 1803, Mr. Van Buren, then twenty-one years ol 
age, commenced the practice of law in his native vil- 
lage. The great conflict between the Federal and 
Republican party was then at its height. Mr, Van 
Buren was from the beginning a politician. He had, 
perhaps, imbibed that spirit while listening to the 
many discussions which had been earned on in his 
father's hotel. He was in cordial sympathy witK 
Jefferson, and earnestly and eloquently esjwused W.i 
cause of Slate Rights; though at thai lime the Fei'- 
eral party held the supremacy both in his tow.i 
and State. 

His success and increasing ruputation led him 
after six years of practice, to remove to Hudson, ih. 
county seat of his county. Here he spent seven years 
constantly gaining strength by contending in Wv. 
courts with some of the ablest men who have adorned 
the bar of his State. 

Just before leaving Kinderhook for Hudson, Mi. 
Van Buren married a lady alike distinguished fur 
beauty and accomplishments. After twelve shoil 
years she sank into the grave, the victim of consump- 
tion, leaving her husband and four sons to weep ovei 
her loss. For twenty-five years, Mr. Van Buren w.i!' 
an earnest, successful, assiduous lawyer. The record 
of those years is barren in items of public interest. 
In 1811, when thirty years of age, he was chosen lo 
the Stale Senate, and gave his strenuous supjxjrt to 
Mr. Madison's adminstration. In 1815, he was ap- 
pointed Attorney-General, and the next year moved 
to Albany, the capital of the Stale. 

".Vliile he was acknowledged as one of the most 
piominent leaders of the Democratic party, he had 
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the moral courage to avow that true democracy did 
not require that " universal suffrage " which admits 
the vile, the degraded, the ignorant, to the right of 
governing the State. In true consistency with his 
democratic principles, he contended that, while the 
path leading to the privilege of voting should be oj^en 
to every man without distinction, no one should be 
invested with that sacred prerogative, unless he were 
in some degree qualified for it by intelligence, virtue 
and some property interests in the welfare of the 
5^.tate. 

In 182 1 he was elected :. member of the United 
States Senate; and in the same year, he took a seat 
m the convention to revise the constitution of his 
native State. His course in thia convention secured 
the approval of men of all parties. No one could 
doubt the singleness of his endeavors to promote the 
interests of all classes in the community. In the 
Senate of the United States, he rose at once to a 
•:onspicuous TX)sition as an active and useful legislator. 

In 1827, John Quincy Adams beirg then in the 
Presidential chair, Mr. Van Buren was re-elected to 
*he Senate. He had been from the beginning a de- 
termined opposer of the Administration, adopting the 
* State Rights " view in opposition to what was 
'deemed the Federal proclivities of Mr. Adams. 

Soon after this, in 1828, he was chosen Governor of 
the State of New York, and accordingly resigned his 
^eat in the Senate. Probably no one in the United 
States contributed so much towards ejecting John Q. 
\dams from the Presidential chair, and placing in it 
Andrew Jackson, as did Martin Van Buren. Whether 
entitled to the reputation or not, he* certainly was re- 
garded throughout the United States as one of the 
most skillful, sagacious and cunning of politicians. 
It was supposed that no one knew so well as he how 
to touch the secret spiings of action; how to pull all 
the wires to put his machinery in motion ; and how to 
organize a political army which would, secredy and 
ste.'^lthily accomplish the most gigantic results. By 
these powers it is said that he outwitted Mr. Adams, 
Mr. Clay, Mr. Webster, and secured results which 
few thought then could be accomplished. 

When Andrew Jackson was elected President he 
appointed Mr. Van Buren Secretary of State. This 
position he resigned in 1831, and was immediately 
appointed Minister to England, where he went the 
same autumn. The Senate, however, when it met, 
refused to ratify the nomination^ and he returned 



home, apparently untroubled; was nominated Vice 
President in the place of Calhoun, at the re-election 
of President Jackson ; and with smiles for all and 
fiowns for none, he took his place at the head of that 
Senate which had refused to confirm his nomination 
as ambassador. 

His rejection by the Senate roused all the zeal of 
President Jackson in behalf of his repudiated favor- 
ite ; and this, probably more than any other cause, 
secured his elevation to the chair of the Chief Execu 
tive. On the 20th of May, 1836, Mr. Van Buren re- 
ceived the Democratic nomination to succeed Gen. 
Jackson as President of the United States. He was 
elected by a handsome majority, to the delight of the 
retiring President. " Leaving New York out of the 
canvass," says Mr. Parton, "the election of Mr. Van 
Buren to the Presidency was as much the act of Gen. 
Jackson as though the Constitution had conferred 
uix)n him the power to apiX)int a successor.'* 

His administration was filled with exciting events- 
'J'he insurrection in Canada, which threatened to in • 
volve this country in warwitli England, the agitation 
of the slavery question, and finally the great commer* 
cial i)anic which spread over the country, all were 
trials to his wisdom. Tlie financial distress was at- 
tributed to the management of the Democratic party, 
and brought the President into such disfavor that he 
failed of re-election. 

With the exception of being nominated for the 
Presidency by the "Free Soil" Democrats, in 1848, 
Mr. Van Buren lived cpiietly uix)n his estate until 
his death. 

He had ever been a prudent man, of frugal habits, 
and living within his income, had now fortunately a 
comi^etence for his declining years. His unblemished 
character, his commanding abilities, his unquestioned 
patriotism, and the distinguished |X)sitions which he 
had occupied in the government of our country, se- 
cured to him not only the homage of his party, but 
the respect ot the whole community. It was on the 
4th of March, 1841, that Mr. Van Buren retired from 
the presidency. From his fine estate at Lindenwald. 
he still exerted a powerful influence \\\^x\ theix)litics 
of the country. From this time until his death, on 
the 24th of July, 1862, at the age of eighty years, he 
resided at Lindenwald, a gentleman of leisure, of 
culture and of wealth; enjoying in a healthy old 
age, probably far more happiness than he had before 
, experienced amid the stormy scenes of his active life- 
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the year 1806, two extraordinary men, twin brothers, 
of the Shawnese tribe, rose among them. One of 
ilioF.tf was called Tecumseh, or "The Crouching 
P miher;" the other, Olliwacheca, or "The Prophet." 
'lecuuiseh was not only an Indian warrior, but a man 
of great sagacity, far-reaching foresight and indomit- 
able j)erseverance in any enterprise m which he might 
engage. He was inspired with the highest enthusiasm, 
and had long regarded with dread and with hatred 
the encroachment of the whites ujxjn the hunting- 
grounds of his fathers. His brother, the Prophet, was 
anorator, who could sway the feelings of the untutored 
1 ndian as the gale tossed the tree-tops beneath which 
they dwelt. 

But the Prophet was not merely an orator : he was, 
in the superstitious minds of the Indians, invested 
with the superhuman dignity of a medicine-man or a 
magician. With an enthusiasm unsurpassed by Peter 
the Hennit rousing Europe to the crusades, he went 
from tribe to tribe, assuming that he was si)ecially sent 
by the Great Spirit. 

Gov. Harrison made many attempts to conciliate 
the Indians, but at last the war came, and at Tippe- 
canoe the Indians were routed with great slaughter. 
October 28, 181 2, his army began its march. When 
near the Prophets town three Indians of rank made 
their api)earance and inquired why Gov. Harrison was 
appioaching them in so hostile an attitude. After a 
short conference, arrangements were made for a meet- 
ing the next day, to agree ujwn terms of i>oace. 

But CjOv. Harrison was \oo well anjuainted with 
the Indian character to be deceived by such protes- 
tations. Selecting a favorable si>ot for his night's en- 
campment, he took every precaution against surprise. 
His troops were posted in a hollow square, and slept 
UiX)n their arms. 

The trooj>s threw themselves ui^n the ground for 
rest; but ever\* man had his adcourtrements on, his 
loaded musket bv hisside,andhisbavonet fixed. The 
wakeful ("iovemor, l)etween three and four o'clock in 
the morning, had risen, and was sitting in conversa- 
tion with his aids by the eral>ers of a waning fire. It 
was a chill, cloudy morning with a drizzling rain. In 
the darkness, the Indians had crept as near as possi- 
ble, and j':st then, with a savage yell, rushed, with all 
the dos|>er.ition which sui>erstiiion and passion most 
highly inAameil could give, upon the left flank of the 
little anny. The savages had l>een amply provided 
with guns and ammunition by the English. Their 
war-whoop was accom pained by a shower of bullets. 

The i amiwfires were instantly extinguished, as the 
light aided the Indians in their aim. With hide- 
ms yells, the Indi.ui bands rushed on, not doubting a 
s!wdy and an entire vicior>. Hut Gen. Harrison s 
'.r.w^x slooii as immovable js the rocks around them 
mil da\ dawntM : they then made a simultaneous 
charge with ihe iMxonet, and swept everv* thing l»e- 
foix: them, ar.d completely routing the foe. 



Gov. Harrison now had all his energies tasked 
to the utmost. The British descending from the Can- 
adas, were of themselves a very formidable force ; but 
with their savage aUies, rushing like wolves from the 
forest, searching out every remote farm-house, burn- 
ing, plundering, scalping, torturing, the wide frontier 
was plunged into a state of consternation which even 
the most vivid imagination can but faintly conceive. 
The war-whoop was resounding everywhere in the 
forest. The horizon was illuminated with the conflagra- 
tion of the cabins of the settlers. Gen Hull had made 
the ignominious surrender of his forces at Detroit. 
Under these despairing circumstances. Gov. Harrison 
was apix)inted by President Madison commander-in- 
chief of the North-western army, with orders to retake 
Detroit, and to protect the frontiers. 

It would be difficult to place a man in a situation 
demanding more energy, sagacity and courage; but 
(General Harrison was found equal to the position. 
and nobly and triumphantly did he meet all the re 
six)nsibilities. 

He won the love of his soldiers by always sharing 
with them their fatigue. His whole baggage, whik 
pursuing the foe up the Thames, was carried in a 
valise; and his bedding consisted of a single blanket 
lashed over his saddle. Thirty-five British officers, 
his prisoners of war, sup|)ed with him after the battle. 
The only fare he could give them was beef roasted 
])efore the fire, without bread or salt. 

In 18 16, Gen. Harrison was chosen a n.ember d 
the National House of Representatives, to represent 
tile District of Ohio. In Congress he proved an 
active member; and whenever he spoke, it was whh 
force of reason and power of eloquence, which arrested 
the attention of all the meml)ers. 

In 1819, Harrison was elected to the Senate ol 
Ohio; and in 1824, as one of the presidential electors 
of that State, he gave his vote for Henry Clay. The 
same year he was chosen to the United States Senate. 

In 1836, the friends of Gen. Harrison brought him 
forward as a candidate for the Presidency against 
Van Buren, but he was defeated. At the close of 
Mr. Van Buren s term, he was re -nominated by his 
party, and Mr. Harrison was unanimously nominated 
by the Whigs, with John Tyler for the Vice Presidency. 
The contest was very animated. Gen Jackson gave 
all his influence to prevent Harrison s election ; but 
his triumph was signal. 

The cabinet which be formed, with Daniel W'ebstei 
at its head as Secretarj* of State,, was one of the most 
bnlliant with which anv President had ever bet'n 
surrounded. Never were the prospects of an admin- 
istration more flattering, or the hopes of the count rv 
more sanguine. In the midst of these bright and 
joyous pa)si)ects, Cien. Harrison was seized hy a 
pleurisv-fever and after a few days of violent sick- 
ness, died on the 4th of Apnl; just one month after 
his inauguration as President kA the U^^itcd States. 
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/arty. His friends still regarded him as a true Jef- 
fersonian, gave him a dinner, and showered compli- 
ments upon him. He had now attained the age of 
forty-six. His career had been very brilliant. In con- 
sequence of his devotion to public business, his pri- 
vate affairs had fallen into some disorder'/ and it was 
not without satisfaction that he resumed the practice 
of law, and devoted himself to the culture of his plan- 
tation. Soon after this he remo\ed to Williamsburg, 
for the better education of his children ; and he again 
took his seat in the Legislature of Viiginia. 

By the Southern Whigs, he was sent to the national 
convention at Harrisburg to nominate a President in 
J839. The majority of votes were given to Gen. Har- 
rison, a genuine Whig, much to the disappointment of 
the South, who wished for Henry Clay. To concili- 
ate the Southern Whigs and to secure their vote, the 
convention then nominated John Tyler for Vice Pres- 
ident. It was well known that he was not in sympa- 
thy with the Whig party in the Noith : but the Vice 
President has but very little power in the Govern- 
ment, his main and almost only duty being to pre- 
side over the meetings of the Senate. Thus it hap- 
pened that a Whig President, and, in reality, a 
Democratic Vice President were chosen. 

In 1 84 1, Mr. Tyler was inaugurated Vice Presi- 
Jent of the United States. In one short month from 
that time. President Harrison died, and iMr. Tyler 
thus -cund himself, to his own surprise and that of 
the whole Nation, an occupant of the Presidential 
chair. This was a new test of the stability of our 
institutions, as it was the first time in the history of our 
country that such an event had occured. Mr. Tyler 
was at home in Williamsburg when he received the 
unexpected tidings of the death of President Harri- 
son. He hastened to Washington, and on the 6th of 
April was inaugurated to the high and responsible 
office. He was placed in a position of exceeding 
delicacy and difficulty. All his long life he had been 
opix)sed to the main principles of the party which had 
brought, him into power. He had ever been a con- 
sistent, honfc3t man, with an unblemished record. 
Gen. Harrison had selected a Whig cabinet. Should 
he retain them, and thus surround himself with coun- 
sellors whose views were antagonistic to his own 1 or, 
on the other hand, should he turn against the party 
which had elected him and select a cabinet in har- 
nr.ony with himself, and which would oppose all those 
views which the Whigs deemed essential to the pub- 
lic welfare? This was his fearful dilemma. He in- 
vited the cabinet which President Hanrison had 
selected to retain their seats. He reccommended a 
day of fasting and prayer, that God would guide and 
bless us. 

The Whigs carried through Congress a bill for the 
in cor |X) ration of a fiscal bank of the United States. 
The President, after ten days' delay, returned it with 
his veto. He ?ugc:ested, however, that he would 



approve of a bill drawn up upon such a plan as he 
proix)sed. Such a bill was accordingly prepared, and 
privately submitted to him. He gave it his approval. 
It was passed without alteration, and he sent it back 
with his veto. Here commenced the open rupture. 
It is said that Mr. Tyler was provoked to this meas- 
ure by a published letter from the Hon. John M. 
Botts, a distinguished Virginia Whig, who severely 
touched the pride of the President. 

The opposition now exultingly received the Presi- 
dent into their arms. The party which elected him 
denounced him bitterly. All the members of his 
cabinet, excepting Mr. Webster, resigned. The Whigs 
of Congress, both the Senate and the House, held a 
meeting and issued an address to the people of the 
United States, proclaiming that all political alliance 
between the Whigs and President Tyler were at 
an end. 

Still the President attempted to conciliate. He 
appointed a new cabinet of distinguished Whigs and 
Conservatives, carefully leaving out all strong party 
men. Mr. Webster soon found it necessary to resign, 
forced out by the pressure of his Whig friends. Thus 
the four years of Mr. Tyler s unfortunate administra- 
tion passed sadly away. No one was satisfied. The 
land was filled with murmurs and vituperation. Whigs 
and Democrats alike assailed him. More and more, 
however, he brought himself into sympathy with his 
old friends, the Democrats, until atthe close of his term, 
he gave his whole influence to the support of Mr. 
Polk, the Democratie candidate for his successor. 

On the 4th of March, 1845, he retired from the 
harassments of office, to the regret ofneither party, and 
probably to his own unspeakable relief. His first wife. 
Miss Letitia Christian, died in Washington, in 1842; 
and in June, 1844, President Tyler was again married, 
at New York, to Miss Julia Gardiner, a young lady of 
many personal and intellectual accomplishments. 

The remainder of his days Mr. Tyler passed mainly 
in retirement at his beautiful home, — Sherwood For- 
est, Charles-city Co., Va. A polished gentleman in 
his manners, richly furnished with information from 
books and experience in the world, and possessing 
brilliant powers of conversation, his family circle was 
the scene of unasual attractions. With sufficient 
moans for the exercise of a generous hospitality, he 
might have enjoyed a serene old age with the few 
friends who gathered around him, were it not for the 
storms of civil war which his own principles and 
policy had helped to introduce. 

When the great Rebellion rose, which the State 
rights and nullifying doctrines of Mr. John C. Cal- 
houn had inaugurated. President Tyler renounced his 
allegiance to the United States, and joined the Confed- 
erates. He was chosen a member of their Congress; 
and while engaged in active measures to destroy, bf 
force of arms, the Government over which he had 
once presided, he was taken sick and *^oon died. 
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I AMES K. POLK, the eleventh 
^President of the United States, 
i was born in Mecklenburg Co., 
I N. C.Nov. 3, 1795. His par- 
', ents were Samuel and Jane 
(Knox) Polk, the former a son 
of Col. Thomas Polk, who located 
3t the above place, as one of the 
first pioneers, in 1735. 

[n the year 1006, with his wife 
and children, and soon after fol- 
lowed by most of the members of 
tlie Polk faioly, Samuel Polk emi- 
grated some two or three hundred 
miles farther west, to the rich valley 
of the Duck River. Here in the 
midst of the wilderness, in a region 
which was subsequently called Mau- 
ry Co., they reared their log huts, 
and established their homes. In the 
hard toil of a new farm in the wil- 
derness, James K. Polk spent the 
early years of his childhood and 
)oiith. His father, adding the pur- 
suit 'A a surveyor to thatof a farmer, 
L (gradually increased in wealth until 

^ 'became one of the leading men of the region. His 
-.^ ^ner was a superior woman, of strong ('Ommon 

*^^and earnest piety. 
r^ ^vTy early in life, James developed a taste for 
^ ?^ing and expressed the strongest desire to obtain 
(^- *V»eral education. His mother's training had made 
^^ *^ methodical in his habits, had taught him punct- 
w^^'ty and industry, and had inspired him' with lofty 
r/^^ciples of morality. His health was frail ; and his 
^lier, fearing that he might not be able to endure a 



sedentary life, got a situation for him behind the 
counter, hoj^ng to fit him for commercial pursuits. 

This was to James a bitter disappointment. He 
had no taste for these duties, and his daily tasks 
were irksome in the extreme. He remained in this 
uncongenial occupation but a few weeks, when at his 
earnest solicitation his father removed him, and made 
arrangements for him to prosecute his studies. Soon 
after he sent him to Murfreesboro Academy. With 
ardor which could scarcely be surpassed, he pressed 
forward in his studies, and in less than two and a halfi 
years, in the autumn of 1815, entered the sophomorej 
class in the University of North Carolina, at Chapell 
Hill. Here he was one of the most exemplary of 
scholars, punctual in every exercise, never altcwing 
himself to be absent from a recitation or a retigioug 
service. 

He graduated in 1818, with the highest honors,be> 
ing deemed the best scholar of his class, both in 
mathematics and the classics. He was then twenty- 
three years of age. Mr. Polk's health was at this 
time much impaired by the assiduity with which he 
had prosecuted his studies. After a short season of 
relaxation he went to Nashville, and entered the 
office of Felix Grundy, to study law. Here Mr. Polk 
renewed his acquaintance with Andrew Jackson, who 
resided on his plantation, the Hermitage, but a few 
miles (ram Nashville. They had probably been 
sliglitly acquainted before. 

Mr. Polk's father was a Jeffersonian Republican, 
and James K. Polk ever adhered to the some politi- 
cal faith. He was a popular public speaker, and was 
constantly called upon to address the meetings of his 
party friends. His skill as a speaker was such that 
he was popularly called the Na|Xileon of the stump. 
He was a man of unblemished morals, genial and 
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courtcrus in his bearing, and with that sympathetic 
nature in the joys and griefs of others which ever gave 
him troops of friends. In 1823, Mr. Polk was elected 
to the Legislature of Tennessee. Here he gave his 
strong influence towards the election of his friend, 
/Mr. Jackson, to the Presidency of the United States. 

In January, 1824, Mr. Polk married Miss Sarah 
Childress, of Rutherford Co., Tenn. His bride was 
altogether worthy of him, — a lady of beauty and cul- 
ture. In the fall of 1825, Mr. Polk was chosen a 
member of Congress. The satisfaction which he gave 
to his constituents may be inferred from the fact, that 
for fourteen successive years, until 1839, he was con- 
tinued in that office. He then voluntarily withdrew, 
only that he might accept the Gubernatorial chair 
of Tennessee. In Congress he was a laborious 
member, a frequent and a popular speaker. He was 
always in his seat, always courteous ; and whenever 
he spoke it was always to the point, and without any 
ambitious rhetorical display. 

During ^y^ sessions of Congress, Mr. Polk was 
Speaker of the House. Strong passions were roused, 
and stormy scenes were witnessed ; but Mr. Polk per- 
formed his arduous duties to a very general satisfac- 
tion, and a unanimous vote of thanks to him was 
})assed by the Hou«e as he withdrew on the 4th of 
March, 1839. 

In accordance with Southern usage, Mr. Polk, as a 
candidate for Governor, canvassed the State. He was 
elected by a large majority, and on the 14th of Octo- 
ber, 1 839, took the oath of office at Nashville. In 1 84 1 , 
his term of office expired, and he was again the can- 
didate of the Democratic party, but was defeated. 

On the 4th of March, 1845, Mr. Polk was inaugur- 
ated President of the United States. The verdict of 
the country in favor of the annexation of Texas, exerted 
its influence upon Congress ; and the last act of the 
administration of President Tyler was to affix his sig- 
nature to a joint resolution of Congress, passed on the 
3d of March, approving of the annexation of Texas to 
the American Union. As Mexico still claimed Texas 
as one of her provinces, the Mexican minister, 
Almonte, immediately demanded his passports and 
/jeft the country, declaring the act of the annexation 
.to be an act hostile to Mexico. 

In his first message. President Polk urged that 

Texas should immediately, by act of Congress, be re- 
ceived into the Union on the same footing with the 
other States. In the meantime, Gen. Taylor was sent 



with an army into Texas to fiold the country. He vas 
sent first to Nueces, which the Mexicans said was the 
western boundary of Texas. Then he was sent nearly 
two hundred miles further west, to the Rio Grande, 
where he erected batteries which commanded the 
Mexican city of Matamoras, which was situated on 
the western banks. 

The anticipated collision soon took place, and wai 
was declared against Mexico by President Polk. The 
war was pushed forward by Mr. Polk s adnrinistration 
with great vigor. Gen. Taylor, whose army was first 
called one of "observation,*' then of "occupation/ 
then of " invasion, "was sent forward to Monterey. The 
feeble Mexicans, in every encounter, were hopelessly 
ana awfully slaughtered. The day of judgement 
alone can reveal the misery which this war caused. 
It v/as by the ingenuity of Mr. Polk s administration 
that the war was brought on. 

* To the victors belong the spoils." Mexico was 
prostrate before us. Her capital was in our hands. 
We now consented to peace upon the condition that 
Mexico should surrender to us, in addition to Texas, 
all of New Mexico, and all of Upper and Lower Cal- 
ifornia. This new demand embraced, exclusive of 
Texas, eight hundred thousand square miles. This 
was an extent of territory equal to nine States of the 
size of New York. Thus slavery was securing eighteen 
majestic States to be added to the Union. There were 
some Americans who thought it all right : there were 
others who thought it all wrong. In the prosecution 
of this war, we expended twenty thousand lives and 
more than a hundred million of dollars. Of this 
money fifteen millions were paid to Mexico. 

On the 3d of March, 1849, Mr. Polk retired from 
office, having served one term. The next day was 
Sunday. On the 5th, Gen. Taylor was inaugurated 
as his successor. Mr. Polk rode to the Capitol in the 
same carriage with Gen. Taylor; and the same even- 
ing, with Mrs. Polk, he commenced his return to 
Tennessee. He was then but fifty-four years of age. 
He had ever been strictly temperate in all his habits, 
and his health was good. With an ample fortune, 
a choice library, a cultivated mind, and domestic ties 
of the dearest nature, it seemed as though long years 
of tranquility and happiness were before him. But the 
cholera — that fearful scourge — was then sweeping up 
the Valley of the Mississippi. This he contracted, 
and died on the 15th of June, 1849, in the fifty-fourth 
year of his age, greatly mourned by his countiymen* 
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tellectual stimulus. Thus with him the uneventful 
years rolled on Gradually he rose to the rank of 
colonel. In the Black Hawk war, which resulted in 
the capture of that renowned chieftain, Col Taylor 
took a subordinate but a brave and efficient part. 

For twenty-four years Col. Taylor was engaged in 
the defence of the frontiers, in scenes so remote, and in 
lemployments so obscure, that his name was unknown 
t)eyond the limits of his own immediate acquaintance, 
jinthe year 1836, he was sent to Florida to compel 
the Seminole Indians to vacate. that region and re- 
tire beyond the Mississippi, as their chiefs by treaty, 
hac* promised they should do. The services rendered 
beic secured for Col. Taylor the high appreciation of 
the Government; and as a reward, he was elevated 
K? vhe rank of brigadier-general by brevet ; and soon 
after, in May, 1838, was appointed to the chief com- 
oand of the United States troops in Florida. 

After two years of such wearisome employment 
Amidst the everglades of the peninsula, Gen. Taylor 
>btained, at his own request, a change of command, 
ind was stationed over the Department of the South- 
gvest. This field embraced Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama and Georgia. Establishing his headquarters 
ait Fort Jessup, in Louisiana, he removed his family 
\>o a plantation which he purchased, near Baton Rogue. 
Ht;re he remained for ^sq years, buried, as it were, 
fmm the world, but faithfully discharging every duty 
•jiivposed upon him. 

In 1846, Gen. Taylor was sent to guard the land 
tnHween the Nueces and Rio Grande, the latter river 
t>etng the boundary of Texas, which was then claimed 
by the United States. Soon the war with Mexico 
was brought on, and at Palo Alto and Resaca de la 
PaJma, Gen. Taylor won brilliant victories over the 
\ti;xicans. The rank of major-general by brevet 
i»us then conferred upon Gen. Taylor, and his name 
"Has received with enthusiasm almost everywhere in 
the Nation. Then came the battles of Monterey and 
E uena Vista in which he won signal victories over 
S^jrces much larger than he commanded. 

His careless habits of dress and his unaffected 
Vunplicity, secured for Gen. Taylor among his troops, 
"A It sobriquet of "Old Rough and Ready.' 

The tidings of the brilliant victory of Buena Vista 
Jlfl-ead the wildest enthusiasm over the country. The 
njime of Gen. Taylor was on every ones lips. The 
^ hig party decided to take advantage of this wonder- 
fu/ popularity in bringing forward the unfX)lished,un- 

•* ?red, honest soldier as their candidate for the 
residency. Gen. Taylor was astonished at the an- 
nouncement, and for a time would not listen to it; de- 
chiringthat he was not at all qualified for such an 
ofitice. So little interest had he taken in jx)litics that, 
foi forty years, h^ had not cast a vote. It was not 
without chagrin that several disringuished statesmen 
who had been long years in the public service found 
ti.uir claims set aside in behalf of one whose name 



had never been heard of, save in connection with Palo 
Alto, Resaca de la Pal ma, Monterey and Buena 
Vista. It is said that Daniel Webster, in his haste re- 
marked, *' It is a nomination not fit to be made." 

Gen. Taylor was not an eloquent speaker nor a fine 
writer His friends took possession of him, and pre- 
pared such few communications as it was needful 
should be presented to the public. The popularity of 
the successful warrior swept the land. He was tri- 
umphantly elected over two opposing candidates, — 
Gen. Cass and Ex-President Martin Van Baren. 
Though he selected an excellent cabinet, che gpod 
old man found himself in a very uncongenial position, 
and was, at times, sorely perplexed and harassed. 
His mental sufferings were very severe, and probably 
tended to hasten his death. The pro-slavery party 
was pushing its claims with tireless energy, expedi- 
tions were fitting out to capture Cuba ; California was 
pleading for admission to the Union, while slavery 
stood at the door to bar her out. Gen. Taylor found 
the ix>litical conflicts in Washington to be far more 
trying to the nerves than battles with Mexicans or 
Indians 

In the midst of all these troubles, Gen. Taylor, 
after he had occupied the Presidential chair but little 
over a year, took cold, and after a brief sickness of 
but little over five days, died on the 9th of July, 1850. 
His last woids were, ** I am not afraid to die. I am 
ready. I have endeavored to do my duty." He died 
universally res|>ected and beloved. An honest, un- 
pretending man, he had been steadily growing in the 
affections of the people; and the Nation bitterly la- 
mented his death. 

Gen. Scott, who was thoroughly acquainted with 
Gen. Taylor, gave the following graphic and truthful 
description of his character: — ** With a good store of 
common sense, Gen. Taylor's mind had not been en- 
larged and refreshed by reading, or much converse 
with the world. Rigidity of ideas was the conse- 
quence. The fronriers and small military posts had 
been his home. Hence he was quite ignorant for his 
rank, and quite bigoted in his ignorance. His sim- 
plicity was child-like, and with innumerable preju- 
dices, amusing and incorrigible, well suited to the 
tender age. Thus, if a man, however respectable, 
chanced to wear a coat of an unusual color, or his hat 
a httle on one side of his head; or an officer to leave 
a corner of his handkerchief dangling from an out* 
side pocket, — in any such case, this critic held the 
offender to be a coxcomb (perhaps something worse), 
whom he would not, to use his oft repeated phrase, 
* touch with a pair of tongs.* 

"Any allusion to literature beyond good old Dil- 
worth's spelling-book, on the part of one wearing a 
sword, was evidence, with the same judge, of utter 
unfitness for heavy marchings and combats. In short 
few men have ever had a more comfortable, )a>yw« 
saving contempt for learning of every kind.*^ 
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ILLARD FILLMORE, thi.-- 
IteenthPresidentoflheUnited 
rStates, was bom at Suninier 
Hill, Cayuga Co., N. Y ., on 
the 7th of Januarj, 1800. His 
father was a farmer, and ow- 
gto misfortune, in humble cir- 
Liistances. Of his mother, the 
d^iiighter of Dr. Abialhar Millard, 
of Piltsfield, Mass., it has been 
s.iid ihat she possessed an intellect 
of very high order, united with much 
jwrsonal loveliness, sweetness of dis- 
position, graceful manners and ex- 
quisite sensihililies. She died in 
1 83 1 ; having lived to see her son a 
' young man of distinguished prem- 
ier;, though she was not permitted to witness the high 
dignity which he finally attained. 

In consequence of the secluded home and limited 
ineans of his father, Millard enjoyed but slender ad- 
vantages for education in his early years. The com- 
mon schools, which he occasionally attended were 
very imperfect institutions; and books were scarce 
ind expensive. There was nothing then in his char- 
acter to indicate the brilliant career upon which he 
was about to enter. He was a plain farmer's boy ; 
intelligent, good-looking, kind-hearted. The sacred 
influences of home had taught him to revere the Bible, 
and had laid the foundations of an upright character. 
When founeen years of age, liis father sent him 
some hundred miles from home, to the then wilds of 
Livingston County, to learn the trade of a clothier, 
Neai- the mill there was a small villiage, where some 



enterprising man had commenced the collection of a 
village library. This proved an inestimable blessing 
10 young Fillmore. His evenings were spent in read- 
ing. Soon every leisure moment was' occupied with 
books. His thirst fur knowledge became insatiate 
and the selections which he made were continually 
more elevating and instructive. He read history, 
biography, oratory, and thus gradually there was en- 
kindled in his heart a desire to be something more 
than a mere worker with his hands; and lie was be- 
coming, almost unknown to himself, a well-informed, 
educated man. 

The young clothier had now attained the age oi 
nineteen years, and was of fine personal appearance 
and of gentlemanly demeanor. It so hapjiened tha! 
there was a gentleman in the neighborhood of ample 
pecuniary means and of benevolence, — Judge Walter 
Wood, — who was struck with the prepossessing ap- 
[warance of young Fillmore. He made his acquaint- 
ance, and was so much impressed with his ability and 
attainments that he advised him to abandon hi; 
trade and devote himself to the study of the law. The 
young man replied, that he had no means of his own. 
r.o friends to help him and that his previous educa- 
tion had been very imperfect. But Judge Wood had 
so much confidence in him that he kindly ofi^ered to 
take him into his own office, and to loan him such 
money as he needed. Most gratefully the generous 
offer was accepted. 

There is in many minds a strange delusion aboutf 
a collegiate education. A young man is siip;x)sed to 
be liberally educated if he lias graduated at some rol- 
lege. But many a boy loiters through university hu'.' 
4nd then enters a law office, who is by no mcAns iis 
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well prepared to prosecute his legal studies as was 
Millard Fillmore when he graduated at the clothing- 
mill at the end of four years of manual labor, during 
which every leisure moment had been devoted to in- 
tense mental culture. 

In 1823, when twenty-three years of age, he was 
admitted to the Court of Common Pleas. He then 
went to the village of Aurora, and commenced the 
practice of law. In this secluded, peaceful region, 
his practice of Course was limited, and there was no 
opportunity for a sudden rise in foitune or in fame. 
Here, in the year 1826, he married a lady of great 
moral Worth, and one capable of adorning any station 
she might be called to fill, — Miss Abigail Powers. 

His elevation of character, his untiring industry, 
his legal acquirements, and his skill as an advocate, 
gradually attracted attention ; and he was invited to 
enter into partnership under highly advantageous 
circumstances, with an elder member of the bar in 
Baffalo. Just before removing to Buffalo, in 1829, 
he took his seat in the House of Assembly, of the 
State of New York, as a representative from Erie 
County. Though he had never taken a very active 
part in ix)litics, his vote and his sympathies were with 
the Whig party. The State was then Democratic, 
and he found himself in a helpless minority in the 
Legislature , still the testimony comes from all parties, 
that his courtesy, ability and integrity, won, to a very 
unusual degne the respect of his associates. 

In the autumn of 1832, he was elected to a seat in 
the United States Congress. He entered that troubled 
arena in some of the most tumultuous hours of our 
national history. The great conflict respecting the 
national bank and the removal of the deposits, was 
then raging. 

His term of two years closed ; and he returned to 
his profession, which he pursued with increasing rep- 
utation and success. After a lapse of two years 
he again became a candidate for Congress ; was re- 
elected, and took his seat in 1837. His past expe- 
rience as a representative gave him stienglh and 
confidence. The first term of service in Congress to 
uny man can be but little more than an introduction. 
He was now prepared for active duty. All his ener- 
gies were brought to bear uiXDn the public good. Every 

measure received his impress. 

Mr. Fillmore was now a man of wide repute, and 
his popularity filled the State, and in the year 1847, 
he was elected Comptroller of the State. 



Mr. Fillmore had attained the age of forty-seven 
years. His labors at the bar, in the Legislature, in 
Congress and as Comptroller, had given him very con- 
siderable fame. The Whigs were casting about to 
find suitable candidates for President and Vice-Presi- 
dent at the approaching election. Far away, on the 
waters of the Rio Grande, there was a rough old 
soldier, who had fought one or two successful battles 
with the Mexicans, which had caused his name to be 
proclaimed in tiumpet-tones all over the land. But 
it was necessary to associate with him on the same 
ticket some man of reputation as a statesman. 

Under the influence of these considerations, t))e 
namesofZachary Taylor and Millard Fillmore became 
the rallying-cry of the Whigs, as their candidates for 
President and Vice-Peesident. The Whig ticket was 
signally triumphant. On the 4th of March, 1849, 
Cxcn. Taylor was inaugurated President, and Millard 
Fillmore Vice-President, of the United States. 

On the 9th of July, 1850, President Taylor, but 
about one year and four months after his inaugura 
tion, was suddenly taken sick and died. By the Con- 
stitution, Vice-President Fillmore thus became Presi- 
dent. He appointed a very able cabinet, of which 
the illustrious Daniel Webster was Secretary of State. 

Mr. Fillniore had very serious difficulties to contend 
with, since the opix)sition had a majority in both 
Houses. He did everything in his power to conciliate 
the South ; but the i)ro-slavery party in the South felt 
the inadequacy of all measures of transient conciliation. 
The i)opulation of the free States was so rapidly in- 
creasing over that of the slave States that it was in- 
evitable that the ix)wer of the Government should 
soon pass into the hands of the free States. The 
famous compromise measures were adopted under Mr. 
Fillmcre*s ad m in st ration, and the Japan Exf-edilion 
was sent out. On the 4th of March, 1853, Mr Fill- 
more, having served one terni, retired. 

In 1856, Mr. Fillmore was nominated for the Pres- 
idency by the " Know Nothing " party, but was beaten 
by Mr. Buchanan. After that Mr. Fillmore lived in 
retirement. During the terrible conflict of civil war, 
he was mostly silent. It was generally supix>sed tha^ 
his sympathies were rather with those who were en- 
deavoring to overthrow our institutions. President 
Fillmore kept aloof from the conflict, without any 
cordial words of cheer to the one party or the other. 
He was thus forgotten by both. He lived to a T\\it 
old age, and died in Bufl*alo. N. Y., March 8, 1874. 
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RANKLIN PIERCE, tiie 
jl foiirieenih President of the 
niled Stales, was bom in 
Hillsborough, N. H., Nov. 
33, 18134. His father was a 
Revohilionary soldier, who, 
with his own strong arm, 
hewed out a liome in the 
wilderness. He was a man 
of inflexible integrity; of 
strong, though uncultivated 
mind, and an uncompromis- 
ing Democrat. The mother of 
Franklin Pierce was a!! that a son 
could desire,^an intelligent, pru- 
dent, affectionate. Christian wom- 
n was the sixth of eight children. 
as a very bright and handsome boy, gen- 
eitius, warm-hearted and brave. He won alike the 
love of old a«d young. The boys on the play ground 
loved him. His teachers loved him. The neighbors 
looked upon him with pride and affection. He was 
by instinct a gentleman; always speaking kind words, 
doing kind deeds, with a peculiar unstudied tact 
which taught him what was agreeable. Without de- 
veloping any precocity of genius, or any unnatural 
devotion to bxiks, he was a good scholar; in body, 
in mind, in affections, a finely-developed boy. 

When sixteen years of age, in the year 1820, he 
entered Bowdoin College, at Brunswick, Mc He was 
one of the most jtopular young men in the college. 
Tlie purity cf his moral character, the unvarying 
courtesy of his demeanor, his rank as a scholar, and 
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genial nature, rendered him a universal favorite. 
There was something very |>cculiarly winning in his 
address, and it was evidently not in the slightest de- 
gree studied: it was the simple outgushing of his 
own magnanimous and loving nature. 

Upon graduating, in the year 1824, Franklin Pierce 
commenced the study of law in the office of Judge 
Woodbury, one of the most distinguished lawyers of 
the State, and a man of great private worth. The 
eminent social qualities of the young lawyer, his 
father's prominence as a public man, and the brilliant 
political career into which Judge Woodbury was en*- 
lering, all tended to entice Mr. Pierce into the_ fad- 
naiing yet perilous path of political life. With all 
the ardor of his nature he espoused the cause of Gen. 
Jackson for the Presidency. He commenced the 
practice of law in Hillsborough, and was soon elected 
to represent the town in the State Legislature. Here 
he served for four yeais. The last two years he was 
chosen speaker of the house by a very large vote. 

In 1833, at the age of twenty-nine, he was elected 
a member of Congress. Without taking an active 
part in debates, he was faithful and laborious in duty 
and ever rising in the estimation of those with whom 
he was associatad. 

In 1837, being then but thirty-three years of age, 
he was elected to the Senate of the United States; 
taking his seat just as Mr. Van Buren commenced 
his administration. He was the youngest member in 
the Senate. In the year 1834. he married Miss Jane 
Means Applcton, a lady of rare beauty and accom- 
plishments, and one admirably fitted to adorn every 
station with which her husband was honoicd, Of the 
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three sons who were bom to thera, all now sleep with 
their parents in the grave. 

In the year 1838, Mr. Pierce, with growing fame 
and increasing business as a lawyer, took up his 
residence in Concord, the capital of New Hampshire. 
President Polk, upon his accession to office, appointed 
Mr. Pierce attorney-general of the United States ; but 
the offer was declined, in consequence of numerous 
professional engagements at home, and the precariuos 
state of Mrs. Pierce s health. He also, about the 
same time declined the nomination for governor by the 
Democratic party. The war with Mexico called Mr. 
Pierce in the army. Receiving the appointment of 
brigadier-general, he embarked, with a portion of his 
troops, at Newport, R. I., on the 27th of May, 1847. 
He took an im{x>rtant part in this war, proving him- 
self a brave and true soldier. 

When Gen. Pierce reached his home in his native 
State, he was received enthusiastically by the advo- 
cates of the Mexican war, and coldly by his opjx)- 
nents. He resumed the practice of his profession, 
very frequently taking an active part in ix)litical ques- 
tions, giving his cordial support to the pro-slavery 
wing of the Democratic party. The compromise 
measures met cordially with his approval ; and he 
Strenuously advocated the enforcement of the infa- 
inous fugitive-slave law, which so shocked the religious 
sensibilities of the North. He thus became distin- 
guish^ld as a "Northern man with Southern principles.'' 
The strong partisans of slavery in the South conse- 
quently regarded him as a man vvliom they could 
safely trust in office to carry out their plans. 

On the 1 2th of June, 1852, the Democratic conven- 
tion met in Baltimore to nominate a candidate for the 
Presidency. For four days they continued in session, 
snd in thirty-five ballotings no one had obtained a 
two-thirds vote. Not a vote thus far had been thrown 
for Gen. Pierce. Then the Virginia delegation 
brought forward his name. There were fourteen 
more ballotings, during which Gen. Pierce constantly 
gained strength, until, at the forty-ninth ballot, he 
received two hundred and eighty-two votes, and all 
other candidates eleven. Gen. Winfield Scott was 
the Whig candidate. Gen. Pierce was chosen with 
great unanimity. Only four States — Vermont, Mas- 
sachusetts, Kentucky and Tennessee — cast their 
electoral votes against him Gen. Franklin Pieice 
was therefore inaugurated President of the United 
States en the 4th of March, 1853. 



His administration proved one of the most stomay our 
country had ever experienced. The controversy be 
tween slavery and freedom was then approaching its 
culminating point. It became evident that there was 
an " inepressiblc conflict ** between them, and that 
this Nation could not long exist " half slave and half 
free." President Pierce, during the whole of his ad- 
ministration, did every thing he could to conciliate 
the South ; but it was all in vain. The conflict every 
year grew more violent, and threats of the dissolution 
of the Union were borne to the North on every South- 
ern breeze. 

Such was the condition of aflairs when President 
Pierce approached the close of his four-years' term 
of office. The North had become thoroughly alien- 
ated from him. The anti-slavery sentiment, goaded 
by great outrages, had been rapidly increasing; all 
the intellectual ability and social worth of President 
Pierce were forgotten in deep reprehension of his ad- 
ministrative acts. The slaveholders of the South, also, 
unmindful of the fidelity with which he had advo- 
cated those measures of Government which they ap- 
proved, and perhaps, also, feeling that he had 
rendered himself so unpopular as no longer to be 
able acceptably to serve them, ungratefully dropped 
him, and nominated James Buchanan to succeed him. 

On the 4th of March, 1857, President Pierce re- 
tired to his home in Concord. Of three children, two 
had died, and his only surviving child had been 
killed before his eyes by a railroad accident ; and his 
wife, one of the most estimable and accomplished of 
ladies, was rapidly sinking in consumption. The 
hour of dreadful gloom soon came, and he was left 
alone in the world, without wife or child. 

When the terrible Rebellion burst forth, which di- 
vided our country into two parties, and two only, Mr. 
Pierce remained steadfast in the principles which he 
had always cherished, and gave his sympathies to 
that pro-slavery party with which he had ever been 
allied. He declined to do anything, either by voice 
or pen, to strengthen the hand of the National Gov- 
ernment. He continued to reside in Concord until 
the time of his death, which occuned in October. 
1869. He was one of the most genial and social of 
men, an honored communicant of the Episcopal 
Church, and one of the kindest of neighbors. Gen- 
er9us to a fault, he contributed liberally for the al- 
leviation of suffering and want, and many of his towns- 
people were often gladened by his material bounty. 
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sals against France, to enforce the payment of our 
claims against that country; and defended the 
course of the President in his unprecedented and 
wholesale removal from office of those who were 
not tlie supportei*s of his administration. Upon 
this question he was brought into direct collision 
with Henry Clay. He also, with voice and vote, ad- 
vocated expunging from the journal of the Senate 
the vote of censure against Gen. Jackson for remov- 
ing the deposits. Earnestly he opposed the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia, and 
urged the prohibition of the circulation of anti- 
slavery documents by the United States mails. 

As to petitions on the subject of slavery, he ad- 
vocated that they should be respectfully received; 
and that the reply should be returned, that Con- 
gress had no power to legislate upon the subject. 
''Congress," said he, ''might as well undertake to 
interfere with slavery under a foreign goveinment 
as in any of the States where it now exists." 

Upon Mr. Polk's accession to the Presidency, Mr. 
Buchanan became Secretary of State, and as such, 
took his share of the resiK)nsibility in the conduct 
of the Mexican War. Mr. Polk assumed that cross- 
ing the Nueces by the American troops into tlie 
disputed territory was not wrong, but for the Mex- 
icans to cross the Rio Grande into that territory 
was a declaration of war. Nocjuidid man can read 
with pleasure the account of the coun*e our Gov- 
ernment pursued in that movement. 

Mr. Buchanan identified himself thoroughly with 
the party devoted to the perpetuation and extension 
of slavery, and brought all the energies of his mind 
to bear against the AVilmot Proviso. He gave his 
cordial approval to the compromise measures of 
1850, which included the fugitive slave law. Mr. 
Pierce, upon his election to the Presidency, hon- 
ored Mr. Buchanan with the mission to England. 

In the year 1856, a national Democratic conven- 
tion nominated Mr. Buchanan for the Presidency. 
The i)olitical conflict was one of the most severe 
in which our country has ever engaged. All the 
friends of slavery were on one side; all the advo- 
cates of its restriction and final abolition on the 
other. Mr. Fremont, the candidate of the enemies 
of slavery, received 114 electoral votes. Mr. Bu- 
chanan received 1 74, and was elected. The popular 
vote stood 1,340,618 for Fremont, 1,224,750 for 
Buchanan. On March 4, 1857, Mr. Buchanan was 
inaugurated. 

Mr. Buchanan was fai advanced in life. Only 
four years were wanting to fill up his three-score 
years and ten. His own friends, those with whom 
he had l)cen allied in political princi[)les and action 
for years, were seeking the destruction of the Gov- 
ernment, that they might rear upon the ruins of our 
free institutions a nation whose corner-stone should 



be human slavery. In this emergency, Mr. Bu- 
chanan was hopelessly bewildered. He could not^ 
with his long-avowed principles, consistently oi> 
l)Ose the State-rights party in their assumptions. As 
President of the United States, bound by his oath 
faithfully to administer tlie laws, he could not^ 
without perjury of the grossest kind, unite witli 
those endeavoiing to overthrow the Republic. He 
therefore did nothing. 

The opponents of Mr. Buchanan's administration 
nominated Abraham Lincoln as their standard- 
bearer in the next Presidential canvass. The pro- 
slavery party declared that if he were elected and 
the control of the Government were thus taken from 
their hands they would secede from the Union, tak- 
ing with them as they retired the National Capi- 
tol at AVasliington and the lion's share of the ter- 
ritory of the United States. 

As the storm increased in violence, the slave- 
holdei^, claiming the right to secede, and Mr. Bu- 
chanan avowing that Congress had no power to 
prevent it, one of the most pitiable exhibitions of 
governmental imbecility was exhibited the world 
has ever seen. He declared that Congress had no 
l)ower to enforce its laws in any State which had 
withdrawn, or which was attempting to withdraw, 
from the Union. This was not the doctrine of An- 
drew Jackson, when, with his hand upon his sword- 
hilt, he exclaimed. "The Union must and shall be 
preserved I" 

South Carolina seceded in December, 1860, nearly 
three months before the inauguration of President 
Lincoln. Mr. Buchanan looked on in listless de- 
spair. The rel)el flag was raised in Charleston; Ft. 
Sumter was besieged; our forts, navy-yards and 
arsenals were seized; our depots of military stores 
were plundered; and our custom-houses and post- 
ottices were appropriated by the rebels. 

The energy of the rebels and the imbecility of 
our Executive were alike marvelous. The nation 
looked on in agony, waiting for the slow weeks to 
glide away and close the administration, so ter- 
rible in its weakness. At length the long-looked- 
for hour of deliverance came, when Abraham Liri' 
cohi was to receive the scepter. 

The administration of President Buchanan was 
certainly the most calamitous our country has ex- 
{jerienced. His best friends cannot recall it with 
pleasure. And still more deplorable it is for his 
fame, that in that dreadful conflict which rolled its 
billows of flame and blood over our whole land, no 
word came from his lips to indicate his wish that 
our country's banner should triumph over the flag 
of the Rel)ellion. He died at his Wheatland 
treat, June 1, 1869. 
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BRAHAM LINCOLN, the 

^ xteenth President of the 
Wnited Stales, was born in 
■ Hardin Co., Ky., Feb. 12, 
39. About the year 1780, a 
man by the name of Abraliani 
Lincoln left Virginia with his 
ly and moved inlo the then 
1 sofKenlucky. Onlylwoyears 
e thisemigration, still a young 
a while working one day in w 
h 1(1 was stealthily a|)pro:;ched by 
; I danandshot dead. His widow 
1 1 ft in extreme [wverly with five 
I le hildren, three boys and two 
g Is Thomas, the youngest of the 
Ix)) s was four years of age at his 
f a 1 e s death. This Thomas was 
he fa her of Abraham Lincoln, the 
Pe dent of the United Stales 
n s henceforth forever be enrolled 
wi h 1 e n 1 om nen in the annals of our world. 
Of ou se no e o d has been kept of the life 
of one so lowly as Thomas Lincoln. He was among 
the poorest of the ix»r. His home was a wretched 
log-cabin; his food the coarsest and the meanest. 
Edncation he had none; he could never either re.id 
or write. As soon as he was .ible lo do anything for 
himself, he was com|)ellcd to leave the cabin of his 
starving molher, and push out into the worid.a friend- 
,ess, wandering boy, seeking work. He hired him- 
self out, and thus spent the whole of his youth as a 
?d>orer in (he fields of others. 

When twenty-eight years of age lie buill a log- 
tabin of his own, and married Nancy Hanks, the 
daughter of another family of i«»r Kentucky emi- 
grants, who had also come from Virginia. Their 
second child was Abraham Lincoln, the subject of 
this sketch. The mother of Abraham was a noble 
woman, p^enlle, loving, pensive, crea'ied to adorn 
a palace, doomed to toil and pine, and die in a hovel. 
■■ All 'hat 1 am, or hope 10 be," exclaims the grate- 
ful son " I owe to my angel-mother. " 

When lie was eight years of age, his father sold liis 



cabin and small farm, and moved to Indiana- Whei- 
two years later his mother died. 
Abraham soon became the scribe of the uneducated 

communily around him. He could not have had a 
better school than this to teach him to put thoughts 
into words. He also became an eager reader. The 
books he could obtain were few; but these he ead 
and re-read until they were almost committr I 1c 
memory. 

As the years rolled on, the lot of this lowly fairJIj 
was the usual lot of humanity. Thi^ re were joys anO 
griefs, weddings and funerals. Abraham's sistn 
Sarah, to whom he was tenderly attached, was mat 
lied when a child of but fourteen years of age, anC 
soon died. The family was gradually scattered. M' 
Thomas Lincoln sold out his squatter's claim 'n 1830 
and emigrated to Macon Co., 111. 

Abraham Lincoln was then twenty-one years of age; 
With vigorous hands he aided bis father in i-iring 
another log-cabin. Abraham worked diligently at this 
until he saw the family comfortably settled, and theii 
small lot of enclosed prairie planted with com, when 
he announced to his father his intention to leave 
home, and to go out into the world and seek his for- 
tune. Little did he or his friends imagine how bril- 
liant that fortune was to be. He saw the value ol 
education and was intensely earnest lo improve hii 
mind to Ihe utmost of his power He saw the ruin 
which aident spirits were causing, and 1 eiame 
siriclly temjierale ; refusing to allow a drop of ii.ioxi- 
eating liquor lo pass his lips. And he had read in 
God's word, "Thou shalt not take the name of ths 
Lord thy God in -' .1.. ;" and a profane expression ht 
was never heard to utter. Religion he revered. His 
moraU were pure, and he was uncontaminated by a 

Young Abraham woiked for a time as a hired laljore 
among the farmers. Then he went to Springfield 
where he was employed in building a large flat-hoai 
In this he took a herd of swine, floated them dowi 
the Sangar.ion to the Illinois, and thenre by the Mis 
sissippi to New Orleans. Whatever Abraham Lin 
toln undertook, he performed so faithfully as to givi 
great salisfacticn to his employers. In this advcn 
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ture his employers were so well pleased, that ujxjn 
his return they placed a store and mill under his care. 
In 1832, at the outbreak of the Black Hawk war, he 
enlisted and was chosen captain of a company. He 
returned to Sangamon County, and although only 23 
y^ars of age, was a candidate for the Legislature, but 
was defeated. He soon after received from Andrew 
Jackson the appointmentof Postmaster of New Salem, 
His only post-office was his hat. All the letters he 
received he carried there ready to deliver to those 
he chanced to meet. He studied surveying, and soon 
made this his business. In 1834 he again became a 
candidate for the Legislature, and was elected Mr. 
Stiiart, of Springfield, advised him to study law. He 
walked from New Salem to Springfield, lx)rrowed of 
Mr. Stuart a load of books, carried them back and 
began his legal studies. When the Legislature as- 
sembled he trudged on foot with his pack on his back 
one hundred miles to Vandalia, then the capital. In 
1836 he was re-elected to the Legislature. Here it 
was he first met Stephen A. Douglas. In 1 839 he re- 
moved to Springfield and began the practice of law. 
His success with the jury was so great that he was 
coon engaged in almosl^every noted case in the circuit. 

In 1854 the great discussion began between Mr. 
Lincoln and Mr. Douglas, on the slavery (luestion. 
In the organization of the Republican party in Illinois, 
in 1856, he took an active part, and at once became 
one of the leaders in that party. Mr. Lincoln's 
speeches in opposition to Senator Douglas in the con- 
test in 1858 for a seat in the Senate, form a most 
notable part of his history. The issue was on the 
ilavery question, and he took the broad ground of 
:he Declaration of Independence, that all men are 
created equal. Mr. Lincoln was defeated in this con- 
test, but won a far higher prize. 

The great Republican Convention met at Chicago 
on the i6th of June, i860. The delegates and 
strangers who crowded the city amounted to twenty- 
five thousand. An immense buiWing called *' The 
Wigwam," was reared to accommodate the Conven- 
tion. There were eleven candidates for whom votes 
were thrown. William H. Seward, a man whose fame 
as a statesman had long filled the land, was the most 
orominent. It was generally supix)sed he would be 
the nominee. Abraham Lincoln, however, received 
the nomination on the third ballot. Little did he then 
dream of the weary years of toil and care, and the 
bloody death, to which that nomination doomed him : 
.'.nd as little did he dream that he was to render services 
to his country, which would fix \\\yon him the eyes of 
the whole civilized world, and which would give him 
a place in the affections of his countiymen, second 
cnly, if second, to that of Washington. 

Election dav came and Mr. Lincoln received 180 
electoral votes out of 203 cast, and was, therefore, 
constitutionally elected President of the United States. 
The tirade of abuse that vas poured uix>n this good 



and merciful man, especially by the slaveholders, was 
greater than upon any other man ever elected to this 
high ix)sition. In February, 186 1, Mr. Lincoln started 
for Washington, stopping in all the large cities on his 
way making sjxreches. The whole journey wasfroughi 
with much danger. Many of the Southern States had 
already seceded, and several attempts at assassination 
were afterwards brought to light. A gang in Balti- 
more had arranged, upon his arrival to *' get up a row," 
and in the confusion to make sure of his death with 
revolvers and hand-grenades. A detective unravelled 
the plot. A secret and special train was p'^ovided to 
take him from Harrisburg, through Baltimore, at ar 
unexpected hour of the night. The train s-Wrted at 
half-past ten ; and to prevent any possible communi- 
cation on the part of the Secessionists with their Con- 
federate gang in Baltimore, as soon as the train hac 
started the telegraph-wires were cut. Mr. Lincoln 
reached Washington in safety and was inaugurated, 
although great anxiety was felt by all loyal people 

In the selection of his cabinet Mr. Lincoln gave 
to Mr Seward the Department of State, and to other 
prominent opi)onents before the convention he gave 
important i)ositions. 

During no other administration have the duties 
devolving uix^n the President been so manifold, and 
the resixjnsibilities so great, as those which fell to 
the lot of President Lincoln. Knowing this, and 
feeling his own weakness and inability to meet, and in 
his own strength to co|)e with, the difficulties, he 
learned early to seek Divine wisdom and guidance in 
determining his plans, and Divine comfort in all his 
trials, bo*h personal and national Contrary to his 
own estimate of himself, Mr. Lincoln was one of the 
most courageous of men. He went directly into the 
rebel capital just as the retreating foe was leaving, 
with no guard but a few sailors. From the time he 
had left S[)ringfteld, in 1861, however, plans had been 
made for his assassination,and he at last fell a victim 
to one of them. April 14, 1865, he, with Gen. Grant, 
was urgently invited to attend Fords' Theater. It 
was announced that they would be present. Gen. 
Grant, however, left the city. President Lincoln, feel- 
ing, wiin his characteristic kindline?s of heart, that 
it would be a disapix)intment if he should fail them, 
very, reluctantly consented to go. While listening to 
the play an actor by the name of John Wilkes Booth 
entered the box where the President and family were 
sealed, and fired a bullet into his brains. He died the 
next morning at seven o'clock. 

Never before, in the history of the world was a nation 
plunged into such deep grief by the death of its ruler. 
Strong men met in the streets and wept in speechless 
anguish. It is not too much to say that a nation was 
in tears. His was a life which will fitly become a 
model. His name as the savior of his country wiU 
live with that of Washington's, its father; his country- 
mer. being unable to decide which ifi tVie Greater. 
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I NDREW JOHNSON, seven- 
L leenth President of the United 
rStates. The early life of 
Andrew Johnson contains but 
; record of poverty, destitu- 
tion and fri endlessness. He 
'3.\ bom December 29, 180S, 
in Raleigh, N. C. His patents, 
betanging to the class of the 
"[»or whites " of the South, were 
in such circumstances, that they 
iild not c:inf;r ;/cn the slight- 
est advantages of education upon 
their child. When Andrew was five 
years of age, his father accidentally 
'is life while he rorically endeavoring to save a 
1 from drowning, "nal ten ycire of age, Andrew 
•- lagged boy about the streets, supported by the 
«>f his mother, who obtained her living with 
■wvn hands. 

' then, having never attended a school one day, 
*«ing unable either lo read or write, was ap- 
-*<;cd to a tailor in his native town. A gentleman 
*^ the habit of going to the tailor's shop occasion- 
^ nd reading to the boys at work there. He often 
from the speeches of distinguished British slates- 
Andrew, who was endowed with a mind of more 
Ordinary native ability, became much interested 
'^se speeches ; his ambition was roused, and he 
inspired with a strong desire to learn to read. 
* accordingly apphed himself to ihe alphabet, and 
' the assistance of some of his fellow- workmen, 
'^ed his letters. He then called upon the gentle- 
^ to borrow the book of s[>eeches. The owner. 



pleased with his zeal, not only gare him the booK; 
but assisted him in learning to combine the letters 
into words. Under such difficulties he pressed 01. 
ward laboriously, spending usually ten or twelve hours 
at work in the shop, and then robbing himself of rest 
and recreatio:' lo devote such time ks he could to 
reading. 

He went to Tennessee in i8z6, and located at 
Greenville, where he married a young lady who poa 
sessed some education. Under her instructions he 
learned to write and cipher. He became prominsnt" 
in the village debating society, and a favorite with 
the students of Greenville College, In i8a8, he or- 
ganized a working man's party, which elected him 
aldemian, and in 1830 elected him mayor, which 
position he held three years. 

' He now began to take a lively interest in political 
affairs; identifying himself with the working-classes, 
to which he belonged. In 1835, he was elected a 
member of the House of Representatives of Tennes- 
see. He was then just twenty-seven years of age. 
He became a very active member of the. legislature, 
gave his adhesion to the Democratic party, and in 
i»40 "stumped the Slate," advocating Martin l"an 
Buren's claims to the Presidency, in opposition to thos^ 
of Gen. Harrison. In this campaign he acquired much 
readiness as a speaker, and extended and increased 
his reputation. 

In 1841, he was elected State Senator; in 1843, he 
was elected a member of Congress, and by succesiin 
elections, held that imponant post for ten years. In 
r853, he was elected Governor of Tennessee, and' 
was re-elected in 1855. In all these resjionsible posi- 
tions, he diKbarged his duties with distinguished abi'. 
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iiy, and proved himself the warm friend of the work- 
ing classes. In 1857, Mr. Johnson was elected 
United States Senator. 

Years before, in 1845, he had warmly advocated 
the annexation of Texas, stating however, as his 
reason, that he thought this annexation would prob- 
ably prove " to be the gateway out of which the sable 
sons of Africa are to pass from bondage to freedom, 
and become merged in a population congenial to 
themselves." In 1850, he also supported the com- 
promise measures, the two essential features of which 
were, that the white people of the Territories should 
DC permitted to decide for themselves whether they 
would enslave the colored people or not, and that 
the ^ree States of the North should return to the 
South persons who attempted to escape from slavery. 

Mr. Johnson was never ashamed of his lowly origin : 
on the contrary, he often took pride in avowing that 
he owed his distinction to his own exertions. "Sir,** 
said he on the floor of the Senate, " I do not forget 
that I am a mechanic ; neither do 1 forget that Adam 
was a tailor and sewed fig-leaves, and that our Sav- 
ior was the son of a carpenter." 

In the Charleston-Baltimore convention of i8c^, ne 
.was the choice of the Tennessee Democrats for the 
presidency. In 186 1, when the purix)se of the South- 
Um Democracy became apparent, he took a decided 
5tand in favor of the Union, and held that " slavery 
must be held subordinate to the Union at whatever 
cost." He returned to Tennessee, and repeatedly 
imperiled his own life to protect the Unionists of 
Tennesee. Tennessee having seceded from the 
Union, President Lincoln, on March 4th, 1862, ap- 
pointed him Military Governor of the State, and he 
established the most stringent military rule. His 
numerous proclamations attracted wide attention. In 

1864, he was elected Vice-President of the United 
States, and upon the death of Mr. Lincoln, April 15, 

1865, became President. In a speech two days later 
he said, " The American people must be taught, if 
they do not already feel, that treason is a crime and 
must be punished ; that the Government will not 
always beai with its enemies ; that it is strong not 
only to protect, but to punish. * * The people 
must understand that it (treason) is the blackest of 
crimes, and will surely be punished." Yet his whole 
administration, the history of which is so well known, 
was in utter inconsistency with, and the most violent 



opposition to, the principles laid down in that speech. 

• 

In his loose policy of reconstruction and general 
amnesty, he was opposed by Congress ; and he char- 
acterized Congress as a new rebellion, and Jawlcssly 
defied it, in everything possible, to the utmost In 
the beginning of 1868, on account of "high crimes 
and misdemeanors," the principal of which was the 
removal of Secretary Stanton, in violation of the Ten- 
ure of Office Act, articles of impeachment were pre- 
ferred against him, and the trial began March 23. 

It was very tedious, continuing for nearly three 
months. A test article of the impeachment was at 
length submitted to the court for its action. It was 
certain that as the court voted upon that article so 
would it vote upon all. Thirty-four voices pronounced 
the President guilty. As a two-thirds vote was neces- 
sary to his condemnation, he was pronounced ac« 
(luitted, notwithstanding the great majority against 
him. The change of one vote from the not guilty 
side would have sustained the impeachment. 

The President, for the remainder of his term, was 
but little regarded. He continued, though im potently, 
his conflict with Congress. His own party did not 
think it expedient to renominate him for the Presi- 
dency. The Nation rallied, with enthusiasm unpar- 
alleled since the days of Washington, around the name 
of Gen. (xrant. Andrew Johnson was forgptten. 
The ])ullet of the assassin introduced him to the 
President's chair. Notwithstanding this, never was 
there presented to a man a better opportunity to im- 
mortalize his name, and to win the gradtude of a 
nation. He failed utterly. He retired to his home 
in Greenville, Tenn., taking no very active part in 
ix)litics until 1875. On Jan. 26, after an exciting 
struggle, he was chosen by the Legislature of Ten- 
nessee, United States Senator in the forty-fourth Con- 
gress, and took his seat in that body, at the specia' 
session convened by President Grant, on the 5th of 
March. On the 27th of July, 1875, the ex-President 
made a visit to his daughter's home, near Carter 
Station, Tenn. When he started on his journey, he was 
apparently in his usual vigorous health, but on reach- 
ing the residence of his child the following day, was 
stricken with paralysis, rendering him unconscious. 
He rallied occasionally, but finally passed away at 
2 A.M., July 31, aged sixty-seven years. His fun- 
eral was attended at Geenville, on the 3d of August, 
with every demonstration of respect 
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, LYSSES S. GRANT, the 
e [jhtccnth President of the 
I_ nited States, was born on 
he 19th of April, i8ia, of 
t hnstian parents, in a humble 
me at Point Pleasant, on the 
nks of the Ohio. Shortly after 
1 \ father moved to George- 
town, Brown Co., O. In this re- 
mote frontier hamlet, Ulysses 
received a common-school edu- 
cation. At the age of seven- 
teen, in the year 1839, he entered 
Military Academy at West 
nt. Here he was regarded as a 
jolid, sensible young man of fair abilities, and of 
sturdy, honest character. He took .respectable rank 
as a scholar. In June, 1843, he graduated, about the 
middle in his class, and was sent as lieutenant of in- 
fantry to one of the distant military posts in the Mis- 
souri Territory, Two years he past in these dreary 
solitudes, watching the vagabond and exasperating 

The war with Mexico came. LJeut. Grant was 
sent with his regiment to Corpus Christi. His first 
battle was at Palo Alto. There was no chance here 
for the exhibition of either skill or heroism, nor at 
Kesaca de la Palma, his second battle. At the battle 
of Monterey, his third engagement, it is said that 
iie performed a signal service of daring and skillful 
horsemanship. His brigade had exhausted its ajii- 
munition. A messenger must be sent for more, along 
a route exposed to the bullets of the foe. Lieut. 
Grant, adopting an expedient learned of the Indians, 
grasped the mane of his horse, and hanging upon one 
side of the aninwl, ran the gauntlet in entire safety. 



From Monterey he was sent,with the fourth infantiy, 
10 aid Gen. Scott, at the siege of Vera Crui. In 
preparation for the march to the city of Mexico, he 
was appointed quartermaster of his regiment. At the 
battle of Molino del Key, he was promoted to a 
first lieutenancy, and was brevelted captain at Cha- 
pulteiwc. 

At the close of the Mexican War, Capt. Grant re- 
turned with his regiment to New York, and was again 
sent to one of the military posts on the frontier. The 
discovery of gold in California causing an immense 
tide of emigration to flow to the Pacific shores, Capt 
Grant was sent with a battalion to Fort Dallas, in 
Oregon, for the protection of the interests of the im- 
migrants. Life was wearisome in those wilds. Capt. 
Grant resigned his commission and returned to the 
States; and having married, entered upon the cultiva- 
tion of a small farm near St. Louis, Mo. He had but 
little skill as a farmer. Finding his toil not re- 
munerative, he turned to mercantile life, entering into 
the leather business, with a younger brother, at Ga- 
lena, 111. This was in the year i860. As the tidings 
of the rebels firing on Fort Sumpter reached the ears 
of Capt. Grant in his counting-room, he said, — 
"Uncle Sam has educated me for the army: though 
I have served him through one war, I do not fe«l that 
I have yet repaid the debt. J am still ready todisKhai^e 
my obligations, I shall therefore buckle on my Iword 
and see Uncle Sam through this war too." 

He went into the streets, raised a company of vol- 
unteers, and led them as their captain to Springfield, 
the capital of the Stale, where their services were 
offered to Gov. Yales. The Governor, impressed by 
Ihe zeal and straightforward executive ability of Capt. f 
Grant, gave him adcsk in his office, to assist in the. 
volunteer organization that was being formed in the 
State in behalf of the Government. On the ij''^ of 
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June, 1861, Capt. Grant received a commission as 
Colonel of the Twenty-first Regiment of Illinois Vol- 
unteers. His merits as a West Point graduate, who 
had served for 15 years in the regular army, were such 
that he was soon promoted to the rank of Brigadier- 
JGeneral and was placed in command at Cairo. The 
rebels raised their banner at Paducah, near the mouth 
of the Tennessee River. Scarcely had its folds ap- 
peared in the breeze ere Gen. Grant was there. The 
rebels fled. Their banner fell, and the star and 
stripes were unfurled in its stead. 

He entered the service with great determination 
and immediately began active duty. This was the be- 
ginning, and until the surrender of Lee at Richmond 
he was ever pushing the enemy with great vigor and 
effectiveness. At Belmont, a few days later, he sur- 
prised and routed the rebels, then at Fort Henry 
won another victory. Then came the brilliant fight 
at Fort Donelson. The nation was electrified by the 
victory, and the brave leader of the boys in blue was 
immediately made a Major-General, and the military 
iistrict of Tennessee was assigned to him. 

Like all great captains, Gen. Grant knew well how 
to secure the results of victory. He immediately 
Jpushed on to the enemies' lines. Then came the 
terrible battles of Pittsburg Landing, Corinth, and the 
siege of Vicksburg, where Gen. Pemherton made an 
unconditional surrender of the city with over thirty 
thousand men and one-hundred and seventy-two can- 
non. The fall of Vicksburg was by far the most 
severe blow which the rebels had thus far encountered, 
and opened up the Mississippi from Cairo to the Gulf. 

Gen. Grant was next ordered to co-operate with 
Gen. Banks in a movement upon Texas, and pro- 
ceeded to New Orleans, where he was thrown from 
his horse, and received severe injuries, from which he 
Mcas laid up for months. He then rushed to the aid 
iftf Gens. Rosecrans and Thomas at Chattanooga, and 
by a wonderful series of strategic and technical meas- 
ures put the Union Army in fighting condition. Then 
followed the bloody battles at Chattanooga, Lookout 
Mountain and Missionary Ridge, in which the rebels 
were routed with great loss. This won for him un- 
bounded praise in the North. On the 4th of Febru- 
ary, 1864, Congress revived the grade of lieutenant- 
general, and the rank was conferred on Gen. Grant. 
He repaired to Washington to receive his credentials 
Hnd enter upon lb** duties of his new office 



Gen. Grant decided as soon as he took charge of 
ihe army to concentrate the widely-dispersed National 
troops for an attack upon Richmond, the nominal 
capital of the Rebellion, and endeavor there to de- 
stroy the rebel armies which would be promptly as- 
sembled from all quarters for its defence. The whole 
conUnent seemed to tremble under the tramp of these 
majestic armies, rushing to the decisive battle field. 
Steamers were crowded with troops. Railway trains 
were burdened with closely packed thousands. His 
plans were comprehensive and involved a series of 
campaigns, which were executed with remarkable en- 
ergy and ability, and were consummated at the sur- 
render of Lee, April 9, 1865. 

The war was ended. The Union was saved. The 
almost unanimous voice of the Nation declared Gen, 
Grant to be the most prominent instrument in its saU 
vation. The eminent services he had thus rendered 
the country brought him conspicuously forward as the 
Republican candidate for the Presidential chair. 

At the Republican Convention held at Chicago. 
May 21, 1868, he was unanimously nominated for the 
Presidency, and at the autumn election received a 
majority of the popular vote, and 214 out of 294 
electoral votes. 

The National Convention of the Republican party 
which ?net at Philadelphia on the 5th of June, 1872, 
placed Gen. Grant in nomination for a second term 
by a unanimous vote. The selection was emphati- 
cally indorsed by the people five months later, 292 
electoral votes being cast for him. 

Soon after the close of his second term, Gen. Grant 

started uix)n his famous trip around the world. He 

visited almost every country of the civilized world, 

and was everywhere received with such ovations 

and demonstrations of respect and honor, private 

as well as public and official, as were never before 

bestowed upon any citizen of the United States. 

He was the most prominent candidate before the 
Republican National Convention in 1880 for a re- 
nomination for President. He went to New York and 
embarked in the brokerage business under the firm 
nameof Grant & Ward. The latter proved a villain, 
wrecked Grant's fortune, and for larceny was sent to 
the penitentiary. The General was attacked with 
cancer in the throat, but suffered in his stoic-like 
manner, never complaining. He was re-instated as 
General of the Army and retired by Congress. The 
cancer soon finished its deadly work, and July 23, 
1885, the nation went in mourning over the death of 
the illustrious Genera). 
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UTHERFORD B. HAYES, 
nineteenth President of 
rtlie United States, was born in 
Delaware, O., Oct. 4, 182a, al- 
most three months after the 
' death of his father, Rutherford 
Hayes. His ancestry on both 
the paternal and maternal sides, 
was of the most honorable char- 
acter. It can be traced, it is said, 
IS far back as 1 280, when Hayes and 
Rutherford were two Scottish chief- 
tains, fighting side by side with 
Baliol, William Wallace and Robert 
Bruce. Both families belonged to the 
nobility, owned extensive estates, 
' and had a large following. Misfor- 
tanc ovtidking the family, George Hayes left Scot- 
land in 1 6S0, and settled in Windsor, Conn. His son 
George wai, bom in Windsor, and remained there 
during his lij'e. Daniel Hayes, son of the latter, mar- 
tied Sarah Lm, and lived from the time of his mar- 
riage until his death in Simsbury, Conn. Ezekiel, 
son of Daniel, was born in 1714. and was a maniifac- 
turerof scythes at Biadfurd, Conn. Rutherford Hayes, 
sonofEiekielaiidgrandfatherof President Hayes, was 
bom in New Haven, in August, 1756. He was a farmer, 
blacksmith and tavern-keeper. He emigrated to 
Vermont at an unknown date, settling in Brattleboro, 
where he established a hotel. Here his son *Ruth- 
etfoid Hayes the father of President Hayes, was 



born. He was married, in September, 1813, to Sophia 
Birchard, of Wilmington, Vt., whose ancestors emi- 
grated thither from Connecticut, they having been 
among the wealthiest and best famlies of Norwich. 
Her ancestry on the male side are traced back to 
1635, to John Birchard, one of the principal founders 
of Norwich. Both of her grandfathers were soldiers 
in the Revolutionary War. 

The father of President Hayes was an industrious, 
frugal and opened-hearted man. He was of a me- 
chanical turn, and could mend a plow, knit a stock- 
ing, or do almost anything else that he choose to 
undertake. He was a member of the Church, active 
in all the benevolent enterprises of the town, and con- 
ducted his business on Christian principles. After 
the close of the war of i8ia, for reasons inexplicable 
to his neighbors, he resolved to emigrate to Ohio. 

The journey from Vermont to Ohio in that day 
when there were no canals, steamers, not railways, 
was a very serious affair. A tour of inspection was 
first made, occupying four months. Mr. Hayes deter 
mined to move to Delaware, where the family arrived 
in 1817. He died July 13, iSzz, a victim of malarial 
fever, less than three months before the birth of the 
son, of whom we now write. Mrs. Hayes, in her sore be- 
reavement, found the support she so much needed in 
her brother Sardis, who had been a member of the 
household from the day of its departure from Ver» 
mont, and in an orphan girl whom she had adopted 
some time before as an act of charity. 

Mrs. Hayes at this period was very weak, and the 
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subject of this sketch was so feeble at birth that he 
was not expected to live beyond a month or two at 
most. As the months went by he grew weaker and 
weaker, so that the neighbors were in the habit of in- 
quiring from time to time " if Mrs. Hayes' baby died 
last night." On one occasion a neighbor, who was on 
familiar terms with the family, after alluding to the 
boy's big head, and the mother's assiduous care of 
him, said in a bantering way, " That's right ! Stick to 
him. You have got him along so far, and I shouldn't 
wonder if he would really come to something yet." 

" You need not laugh, * said Mrs. Hayes. *'You 
rvait and see. You can't tell but I shall make him 
President of the United States yet." The boy lived, 
in spite of the universal predictions of his speedy 
death; and when, in 1825, his older brother was 
drowned, he became, if possible, still dearer to his 
mother. 

The boy was seven years old before he wont to 
school. His education, however, was not neglected. 
He probably learned as much from his mother and 
fistcr as he would have done at school. His six)rts 
were almost wholly within doors, his playmates being 
his sister and her associates. These circumstances 
tended, no doubt, to foster that gentleness of disjX)- 
sition, and that delicate consideration for the feelings 
of others, which are marked traits of his character. 

His uncle Sardis Birchard took the deepest interest 
ton his education ; and as the boy's health had im- 
proved, and he was making good progress in his 
studies, he proposed to send him to college. His pre- 
paration commenced with a tutor at home; but he 
was afterwards sent for one year to a professor in the 
Wcsleyan University, in Middletown, Conn. He en- 
tered Kenyon College in 1838, at the age of sixteen, 
and was graduated at the head of his class in 1842. 

Immediately after his graduation he began the 
study of law in the office of Thomas Sparrow, Es(|., 
in Columbus. Finding his opportunities for study in 
Columbus somewhat limited, he determined to enter 
the Law School at Cambridge, Mass., where he re- 
mained two vears. 

m 

In 1845, after graduatmg at the Law School, he was 
admitted to the bar at Marietta, Ohio, and shortly 
afterward went into practice as an attorn ey-at-1 aw 
with Ralph P. Buckland, of Fremont. Here he re- 
mained three years, acquiring but a limited practice, 
and apparently unambitious of distinction in his pro- 
Cession. 

\n 1849 he nldved to Cincinnati, where his ambi- 
tion found a new stimulus. For several years, how- 
ever, his progress was slow. Two events, occurring at 
this period, had a powerful influence u[X)n his sul)se- 
quent 'ifc. One of these was his marrage with Miss 
Lucy Ware Webb, daughter of Dr. James Webb, of 
Chilicothe; the other was his introduction to the Cin- 
cinnati Literary Club, a body embracing among its 
nembers such men as ^hief Justice Salmon ^ Cha se^ 



Gen. John Pope, Gov. Edward F. Noyes, and many 
others hardly less distinguished in after life. The 
marriage was a fortunate one in every respect, as 
everybody knows. Not one of all the wives of our 
Presidents was more universally admired, reverenced 
and beloved than was Mrs. Hayes, and no one did 
more than she to reflect honor u]X)n American woman 
hood. The Literary Cluo brought Mr. Hayes into 
constant association with young men of high char- 
acter and noble aims, and lured him to display flv 
(lualities so long hidden by his bashfulness and 
modesty. 

In 1856 he was nominated to the office of Judgi d* 
the Court of Common Pleas; but he declined to ar. 
cept the nomination. Two years later, the office d 
city solicitor becoming vacant, the City Counci 
elected him for the unexpired term. 

In 1861, when the Rebellion broke out, he was ar 
tne zenith of his professional lif,. His rank at the 
bar was among the the first. But the news of the 
attack on Fort Sumpter found him eager to take -lo 
anns for the defense of his country. 

His military record was bright and illustrious. In 
October, 1861, he was made Lieutenant-Colonel, and 
in August, 1862, i)romoted Colonel of the yptli Ohio 
regiment, but he refused to leave his old comrades 
and go aniong strangers. Subsequently, however, he 
was made Colonel of his old regiment. At the battle 
of South Mountain he received a wound, and while 
faint and bleeding displayed courage and fortitude 
that won admiration from all. 

Col. Hayes was detached from his regiment, after 
his recovery, to act as Brigadier-General, and placed 
in command of the celebrated Kanawha division, 
and for gallant and meritorious services in the battles 
of Winchester, Fisher's Hill and Cedai: Creek, he was 
promoted Brigadier-General. He was also brevetted 
Major-General,*'forgallantand distinguished ser\'ices 
during the campaigns of 1864, in West Virginia." In 
the course of his arduous services, four horses were 
shot from under him, and he was wounded four times 

In 1864, Gen. Hayes was elected to Congress, from 
the Second Ohio District, which had long S^en Dem- 
ocratic. He was not present during the campaign, 
and after his election was importuned to resign his 
commission in the army ; but he finally declared, " I 
shall never come to Washington until I can come by 
the way of Richmond." He was re-elected in 1866. 

In 1867, Gen Hayes was elected Governor of Ohio, 
over Hon. Allen G. Thurman, a popular Democrat. 
In 1869 was re-elected over George H. Pendleton. 
He was elected Governor for the third term in 1875. 

]n 1876 he was the standard bearer of the Repub- 
lican Party in the Presidential contest, and after a 
hard long contest was chosen President, and was in 
augurated Monday, March 5, 1875. He served his 
full term, not, hcwever, with satisfaction to his party, 
but his admiirifttration was an average of\? 
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AMES A. GARVIELD, twtn- 
ticth President of the United 
States, was born Nov. 19, 
1831, in the woodsof Orange, 
Cuyahoga Co., O His par- 
ents were Abram and Eliza 
allou) Garfield, both of New 
igland ancestry and from fami- 
; well known in the early his- 
of that section of our coun- 
try, but had moved to the Western 
Reserve, in Ohio, early in its settle- 
ment. 

The house in which James A. was 
l>om was not unlike the houses of 
I poor Ohio farmers of that day. It 
, .IE about 20x30 feet, built of logs, with the spaces be- 
.iveen the Ic^a filled with clay. His father was a 
.'lard working farmer, and he soon had his fields 
jleared, an orchard planted, and a log barn built. 
The household comprised the father and mother and 
.:heir four children — Mehetabcl, Tliomas, Mary and 
Tames. In May, iSaj the father, from a cold con- 
.racted in helping to put out a forest fire, died. At 
(his time James was about eighteen months old, and 
Thomas about ten years old. No one, perhaps, can 
rell how much James was indeLted to his biother's 
tcil and self-sacrifice during the twenty years suc- 
ceeding his father's death, but undoubtedly very 
much. He now lives in Michigan, and the two sis- 
ifcis live in Solon, O., near their birthplace. 

The early educational advantages young Garfield 
enjoyed were very limited, yet he made the most of 
ihem. He labored at farm work for others, did car- 
penter work, chopped wood, or did anything that 
would bring in a few dollars to aid his widowed 
ntother in he' struggles to keep (he little family to- 



gether. Nor was Gen. Garfield ever ashamed of his 
origin, and he never forgot the friends of his strug- 
gling childhood, youth and manhood, neither did they 
ever forget him. When in the highest seats of honor 
the humblest fiiend of his boyhood was as kindly 
greeted as ever. The poorest laborer was sureof the 
sympathy of one who had known all the bitterness 
of want and the sweetness of bread earned by the 
sweat of the brow. He was ever the simple, plain, 
modest gentleman. 

The highest ambition of young Garfield until hi 
was about sixteen years old was to be a captain of 
a vessel on Lake Eric. He was anxious to goaboard. 
a vessel, which his mother strongly opposed. She 
finally consented to his going to Cleveland, with the 
understanding, however, that he should try to obtair 
some other kind of employment. He walked all the 
way to Cleveland. This was his first visit to the city 
Afier making many applications for work, and trying 
to get aboard a lake vessel, and not meeting with 
success, he engaged as a driver for his cousin, Amos 
Letcher, on the Ohio & Pennsylvania Canal. He re- 
mained at this work but a short time when he wen' 
home, and attended the seminary at Chester fw 
about three years, when he entered Hiram and the 
Eclectic Institute, teaching a few terms of school in 
the meantime, and doing other work. This school 
was started by the Disciples of Christ in 1850, of 
which church he was then a member. He became 
janitor and bell-ringer in order to help pay his way 
He then became both teacher and pupil. He soon 
" exhausted Hit.im " and needed more ; hence, in the 
fall of 1854, he entered Williams College, from which 
he graduated in 1S56; taking one of the highest ho..- 
orsof his class. He afterwards returned lo Hiram 
College as its President. As above slated, he early 
united wilh the Christian or Diciples Church at 
Hiram, and was ever after a devoted, zealous mem- 
ber, often preaching in its pulpit and places where 
he happened to be. Dr. Noah Porter, President of 
Vale College, says of him in reference to his re'iigion: 
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^President Garfield was more than a man of 
strong moral and religious convictions. His whole 
history, from boyhood to the last, shows that duty to 
man and to God, and devotion to Christ and life and 
faith and spiritual commission were controlling springs 
of his being, and to a more than usual degree. In 
my judgment there is no more interesting feature of 
his character than his loyal allegiance to the body of 
Christians in which he was trained, and the fervent 
sympathy which he ever showed in their Christian 
communion. Not maiTy of the few *wise and mighty 
and noble who are called' show a similar loyalty to 
the less stately and cultured Christian communions 
in which they have been reared. Too often it is true 
that as they step upward in social and political sig- 
nificance they step upward from one degree to 
another in some of the many types of fashionable 
Christianity. President Garfield adhered to the 
church of his mother, the church in which he was 
trained, and in which he served as a pillar and an 
evangelist, and yet with the largest and most unsec- 
Varian charity for all * who love our Lord in sincerity.*" 

Mr. Garfield was united in marriage with Miss 
Lucretia Rudolph, Nov. ii, 1858, who proved herself 
worthy as the wife of one whom all the world loved and 
mourned. To them were born seven children, five of 
whom are still living, four boys and one girl. 

Mr. Garfield made his first political speeches in 1856, 
in Hiram and the neighboring villages, and three 
years later he began to speak at county mass-meet- 
ings, and became the favorite speaker wherever he 
was. During this year he was elected to the Ohio 
Senate. He also began to study law at Cleveland, 
and in 1861 was admitted to the bar. The great 
Rebellion broke out in the early part of this year, 
and Mr. Garfield at once resolved to fight as he had 
talked, and enlisted to defend the old flag. He re- 
ceived his commission as Lieut.-Colonel of the Forty- 
second Regiment of Ohio Volunteer Infantry, Aug. 
14, 1861. He was immediately put into active ser- 
vice, and before he had ever seen a gun fired in acUon, 
was placed in command of four regiments of infantry 
and eight companies of cavalry, charged with the 
work of driving out of his native State the officer 
^Humphrey Marshall) reputed to be the ablest of 
those, not educated to war whom Kentucky had given 
to the Rebellion. This work was bravely and speed- 
ily accomplished, although against great odds. Pres- 
ident Lincoln, on his success commissioned him 
Brigadier-General, Jan. 10, 1862; and as "he had 
been the youngest man in the Ohio Senate two years 
before, so now he was the youngest General in the 
army." He was with Gen. Buell's army at Shiloh, 
in its operations around Corinth and its march through 
Alabama. He was then detailed as a member of the 
General Court-Martial for the trial of Gen. Fitz-John 
Porter. He was then ordered to report to Gen. Rose- 
crans, and was assigned to the " Chief of Staff. " 

The military history of Gen. Garfield closed with 



his brilliant services at Chickamauga, where he woe 
the stars of the Major-General. 

Without an effort on his part Gew Garfield wat 
elected to Congress in the fall of 1862 from the 
Nineteenth District of Ohio. This section of Ohio 
had been represented in Congress for sixty yean 
mainly by two men — Elisha Whittlesey and Joshua. 
R. Giddings. It was not without a struggle that be 
resigned his place in the army. At the time he en- 
tered Congress he was the youngest member in thai 
body. Ther^ he remained by successive re- 
elections until he was elected President in 1880. 
Of his labors in Congress Senator Hoar says : '* Sinct 
the year 1864 you cannot think of a question whicii 
has been debated in Congress, or discussed before & 
tribunel of the American people, in regard to which 
you will not hnd, if you wish instruction, the argu« 
ment on one side stated, in almost every instance 
better than by anybody else, in some speech made in 
the House of Representatives or on the hustings by 
Mr. Garfield." 

UixDH Jan. 14, 1880, Gen. Garfield was elected to 
the U. S. Senate, and on the eighth of June, of the 
same year, was nominated as the candidate of his 
party for President at the great Chicago Convention. 
He was elected in the following November, and on 
March 4, 18S1, was inaugurated. Probably no ad- 
ministration ever opened its existence under brighter 
auspices than that of President Garfield, and every 
day it grew in favo; with the people, and by the first 
of July he had completed all the initiatory and pre- 
liminary work of his administration and was prepar- 
ing to leave the city to meet his friends at Williams 
College. While on his way and at the depot, in com- 
pany with Secretary Blaine, a man stepped behind 
him, drew a revolver, and fired directly at his back. 
The President tottered and fell, and as he did so the 
assassin fired a second shot, the bullet cutting the 
left coat sleeve of his victim, but inflicting no farther 
injury. It has been very truthfully said that this was 
" the shot that was heard round the world " Never 
before in the history of the Nation had anything oc- 
curred which so nearly froze the blood of the peop!c 
for the moment, as this awful deed. He was smit- 
ten on the brightest, gladdest day of all his life, and 
was at the summit of his power and hope. For eighty 
days, all during the hot months of July and Au^st, 
he lingered and suffered. He, however, remained 
master of himself till the last, and by his magnificent 
bearing was teaching the country and the world the 
noblest of human lessons — how to live grandly in the 
very clutch of death. Great in life, he was surpass- 
ingly great in death. He passed serenely away Sept. 
19, 1883, at Elberon, N. J., on the very bank of the 
ocean, where he had been taken shortly previous. The 
world wept at his death, as it never had done on the 
death of any other man who had ever lived upon it. 
The murderer was duly tried, found guilty and exe- 
cuted, in one year after he committed the fout deed. 
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followed their example. Before that the Sixth Ave- 
nue Company ran a few special cars for colored per- 
sons and the other lines refused to let them ride at all. 
General Arthur was a delegate to the Convention 
at Saratoga that founded the Republican party. 
Previous to the war he was Judge- Advocate of the 
Second Brigade of the State of New York, and Gov- 
ernor Morgan, of that State, appointed him Engineer- 
in-Chief of his staff. In 1861, he was made Inspec- 
tor General, and soon afterward became Quartermas- 
ter-General. In each of these offices he rendered 
great service to the Government during the war. At 
the end of Governor Morgan's term he resumed the 
practice of the law, forming a partnership with Mr. 
Ransom, and then Mr. Phelps, the District Attorney 
of New York, was added to the finn. The legal prac- 
tice of this well-known firm was very large and lucra- 
tive, each of the gentlemen composing it were able 
lawyers, and possessed a splendid local reputation, if 
not indeed one of national extent. 

He always took a leading part in State and city 
politics. He was appointed Collector of the Port of 
New York by President Grant, Nov. 21 1872, to suc- 
ceed Thomas Murphy, and held the office until July, 
20, 1878, when he was succeeded by Collector Merritt. 

Mr. Arthur was nominated on the Presidential 
ticket, with Gen. James A. Garfield, at the famous 
National RepuJ^lican Convention held at Chicago in 
June, 1880. This was perhaps the greatest political 
convention that ever assembled on the continent. It 
was composed of the 'wading politicians of the Re- 
publican party, all able men, and each stood firm and 
fought vigorously and with signal tenacity for their 
respective candidates that were before the conven- 
tion for the nomination. Finallv Gen. Garfield re- 
ceived the nomination for President and Gen. Arthur 
for Vice-President. The campaign which followed 
was one of the most animated known in the history of 
our country. Gen. Hancock, the standard-bearer of 
the Democratic party, was a popular man, and his 
party made a valiant fight for his election. 

Finally the election came and the country's choice 
.vas Garfield and Arthur. They were inaugurated 
.viarch 4, i88r, as President and Vice-President. 
/V few months only had passed ere the newly chosen 
President was the victim of the assassin s bullet. Then 
came terrible weeks of suffering, — those momenta of 
anxious suspense, wher the hearts of all civilized na- 



tions were throbbing in unison, longing for the xt 
covery of the noble, the good President The remark- 
able patience that he manifested during those hours 
and weeks, and even months, of the most terrible suf- 
fering man has often been called upon to endure, was 
seemingly more than human. It was certainly God- 
like. During all this period of deepest anxiety Mr. 
Arthur s every move was watched, and be it said to hi? 
credit that his every action displayed only an earnest 
desire that the suffering Garfield might recover, to 
serve the remainder of the term he had so aus{M- 
ciously begun. Not a selfish feeling was manifested 
in deed or look of this man, even though the most 
honored position in the world was at any moment 
likely to fall to him. 

At last God in his mercy relieved President Gar- 
field from further suffering, and the world, as nevei 
before in its history over the death of any othei 
man, wept at his bier. Then it became the duty d 
the Vice President to assume the responsibilities ol 
the high office, and he took the oath in New York. 
Sept. 20, 1 88 1. The position was an embarrassing 
one to him, made doubly so from the facts that all 
eyes were on him, anxious to know what he would do, 
what ix)licy he would pursue, and who he would se- 
lect as advisers. The duties of the office had been 
greatly neglected during the President's long illness, 
and many im[X)rtant measures were to be immediately^ 
decided by him ; and still farther to embarrass him he 
did not fail to realize under what circumstances he 
became President, and knew the feelings of many on 
this i)oin t. U n der these trying circumstances President 
Arthur took the reins of the Government in his o>\.. 
hands ; and, as embarrassing as were the condition oK 
affair* he happily surprised the nation, acting sq 
wisely hat but few criticised lis administration. 
He served the nation well and faithfully, until the 
close of his administration, March 4, 1885, and was 
a popular candidate before his party for a second 
term. His name was ably presented before the con- 
vention at Chicago, and was received with great 
favor, and doubtless but for the personal popularity 
of one of the opposing candidates, he would have 
been selected as the standard-bearer of his party 
for another campaign. He retired to private life car- 
rying with him the best wishes of the American peo- 
ple, whom he had served in a manner satisfactory 
to them and with credit to himself. 
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TEPHEN GROVER CLEVE- 
LAND, the twenty- second Pres- 
ident of the United States, was 
born in 1837, in the obscure 
town of Caldwell, Essex Co., 
N. J., and in a littletwo-and-a- 
half-story white house wliicli is still 
inding, characteristically to mark 
the humble birth-place of one of 
Ameiica's great men in striking con- 
trast with the Old World, where all 
I high in office must be high in 
and born in the cradle q\ 
h. When the subject of this 
slcelcti was three years of age, his 
father, who was a Presbyterian min- 
with a large family and a small salary, moved, 
ly of the Hudson River and Erie Canal, to 
tcville, in search of an increased income and a 
field of work. Fayetteville was then the most 
ling of country villages, about five miles from 
ey Hill, where Governor Seymour was born, 
the last mentioned place young Grover com- 
si going to school in the " good, old-fashioned 
and presumably distinguished himself after llie 
er of all village boys, in doing the things he 
notlodo. Such is the distinguishing trait of 
niuses and independent thinkers. Whiin he 
d at the age of 14 yeais, he had outgrown the 
ity of the village school and expiesr;^ -> most 



emphatic desire to be sent to an academy. To thia 
his father decidedly objected. Academies in those 
days cost money; besides, his father wanted him to 
become self-supporting by the quickest possible 
means, and this at that time in Fayettenlle seemed 
to be a position in a country store, whert his father 
and the large family on hia hands had considerable 
influence. Grover was to be paid $50 for his services 
the first year, and if he proved trustworthy he was to 
receive Jioo the second year. Here the lad com- 
menced his career as salesman, and in two years he 
had earned so good a reputation for trustworthiness 
that his employers desired to retain him for an in- 
definite length of time. Otherwise he did not ev 
hibit as yet any particular "flashes of genius" or 
eccentricilies of talent. He was simply a gtxid boy, 
But instead of remaining with this firm in Fayette- 
ville, he went with Ihe family in their removal to 
Clinton, where he had an opportunity of attending a 
high school. Here he industriously pursued his 
studies until the family removed with him to a point 
on Black River known as the " Holland Patent," a 
village of 500 or 600 people, 15 miles north of Uiita. 
N. Y. At this place his father died, after preaching 
but three Sundays. This event broke up the family, 
and Grover set out for New York Ciiy lo accept, at a 
small salary, the position of " under-teacher " in an 
.isylum for the blind. He taught faithfully for two 
years, and although he obtained a good reputation in 
this capacity, he concluil»d that teaching was not his 
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calling for life, and, reversing the traditional order, 
he left the city to seek his fortune, instead of going 
to a city. He first thought of Cleveland, Ohio, as 
th«^re was some charm in that name for him; but 
before proceeding to that place he went to Buffalo to 
tsk the advice of his uncle, Lewis F. Allan, a noted 
stock-breeder of that place. The latter did not 
speak enthusiastically. "What is it you want to do, 
my boy?" he asked. "Well, sir, I want to study 
law,** was the reply. "Good gracious!" remarked 
ih« old gentleman; " do you, indeed ? What ever put 
that into your head? How much money have you 
got?" "Wdl, sir, to tell the truth, I haven't got 
any." 

After a long consultation, his uncle offered him a 
place temporarily as assistant herd- keeper, at $50 a 
year, while he could "look around.'* One day soon 
afterward he boldly walked into the office of Rogers, 
Bowen & Rogers, of Buffalo, and told Ihem what he 
wanted. A number of young men were already en- 
gaged in the office, but Grover's persistency won, and 
he was finally permitted to come as an office boy and 
Have the use of the law library, for tlie nominal sum 
of (3 or $4 a week. Out of this he had to pay for 
his board and washing. The walk to and from his 
j uncle's was a long and rugged one; and, although 
the first winter was a memorably severe one, his 
shoes were out of repair and liis overcoat — he had 
none — yet he was nevertheless prompt and regular. 
On the first day of his service liere, his senior em- 
ployer threw down a copy of Blackstone before him 
with a bang that made the dust fly, saying "That's 
where they all begin.** A titter ran around the little 
circle of clerks and students, as they thought that 
was enough to scare young Grover out of his plans ; 
out indue time he mastered that cumbersome volume. 
Then, as ever afterward, however, Mr. Cleveland 
exhibited a talent for executiveness rather than for 
chasing principles through all their metaphysical 
possibilities. " Let us quit talking and go and do 
St," was practically his motto. 

The first public office to which Mr. Cleveland was 
elected was that of Sheriff of Erie Co., N. Y., in 
which Buffalo is situated; and in such capacity it fell 
iohis duty to inflict capital punishment upon two 
ciminals. In 1881 he was elected Mayor of the 
Oty of Buffalo, on the Democratic ticket, with es- 
ptdal reference to the bringing about certain reforms 



in the administration of the municipal affairs of that 
city. In this office, as well as that of Sheriff, his 
performance of duty has generally been considered 
fair, with possibly a few exceptions which were fer- 
reted out and magnified during the last Presidential 
campaign. As a specimen of his plain language in 
a veto message, we quote from one vetoing an iniqul 
tous street-cleaning contract: "This is a time foi 
plain speech, and my objection to your action shall 
be plainly stated. I regard it as the culmination of 
a mos bare-faced, impudent and shameless scheme 
to betray the interests of the people and to worse 
than squander the people s money." The New York 
Sun afterward very highly commended Mr. Cleve- 
land's administration as Mayor of Buffalo, and there- 
uix)n recommended him for Governor of the Empire 
State. To the latter office he was elected in 1882, 
and his administration of the affairs of State was 
generally satisfactory. The mistakes he made, if 
any, were made very public throughout the nation 
after he was nominated for President of the United 
States. For this high office he was nominated July 
II, 1884, by the National Democratic Convention at 
Chicago, when other competitors were Thomas F. 
Bayard, Roswell P. Flower, Thomas A. Hendricks, 
Benjamin F. Butler, Allen G. Thurman, etc.; and he 
was elected by the people, by a majority of about a 
thousand, over the brilliant and long-tried Repub- 
lican statesman, James G. Blaine. President Cleve- 
land resigned his office as Governor of New York in 
January, 1885, in order to prepare for his duties as 
the Chief Executive of the United States, in which 
capacity his term commenced at noon on the 4th ot 
March, 1885. 

The silver question precipitated a controversy 
between those who were in favor of the continu- 
ance of silver coinage and those who were opposed, 
Mr. Cleveland answering for the latter, even before 
his inauguration. 

On June 2, 1886, President Cleveland married 
Frances, daughter of his deceased friend and 
partner, Oscar Folsom, of the Buffalo Bar. Their 
union has been blessed by the birth of one daugh- 
ter, Ruth. In the campaign of 1888, President 
Cleveland was renominated by his party, but the 
Republican candidate. Gen. Benjamin Harrison, 
was victorious. In the nominations of 1892 these 
two candidates for the highest position in the gift 
of the people were again pitted against each other 
and President Cleveland was victorious by an 
overwhelming majority. 
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SeNJAMIN HARRISON, th« 
. twenty-third President, is 
the descendant of one of the 
Listorical families of tliis 
country. The head of tlie 
family was a Majoi General 
Harrison, one of Oliver 
Cromwell's trnsted follow- 
' ers and Ggh^rs. In the zenith of Crom- 
well's power it became the duty of this 
Harrison to participate in the trial of 
Charles I, and afterward tc sign the 
death warrant of the king. He subse- 
quently paid for this with his life, being 
hung Oct. 13, 1660. His descendants 
came to America, and the next of the 
family that appears in history is Benja- 
min IlarrisoQ, of Virginia, greaUgrand- 
Cather of the subject of this sketch, and 
ftfter wtiom he was named. Benjamin Harrison 
was a member of the Continental Congress during 
the years 1774-5-6, and was one of the original 
•igners of the Declaration of Indei>endence. H« 
w«- three times elected GoTcrnor of Virginia. 
'^«D- William Henry Harrison, the ton of the 



dtstingniahed patriot of th« Bardntkiii, after a sm 

cessful career as a soldier during the War of 1812, 
and with*a clean record as Goremor of the Nwth- 
west«rn Territory, was elected President of the 
United States in 1840. His saroer was cut short 
by death within one month after jts Inr-ogaration. 
President Harrison was btwn at Jfortli Bend. 
Hamilton Co., Ohio, Aug. SO, 18S3, His life upto 
the time of his graduation by the Miami UniTersity, 
at Oxford, Ohio, was the uneTentfnl one of a ooud- 
try tad of a family of small means. His hth«r was 
able to gire him a good education, and nothing 
more. He became engaged while at college to tii3 
daughter of Dr. Scott, Princip^ of a female schoo 
at Oxford. After graduating he determined to en- 
ter upon the study of the law. He went to Cin 
cinnati and then read law for two years. At tbfa 
expiration of that time young Harrison received tb- 
only inheritance of his life; his aoDt dying left him 
a lot valued at tSOO. He regarded this legacy aa a 
fortune, and decided to get married at once, 'ake 
this money and go to Bonae Eastern town an ~ be- 
gin the practice of law. He sold bis lot, and with 
the money in his pocket, he started out wita his 
young wife to fight tm a plaoe in tba world. He 
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decided to go to Indianapolis, which was eren at I 

that time a town of promise. He met with sligbt 
encouragement at first, making scarcely anything 
the first year. He worked diligently, applying him- 
self closely to his calling, built up an extensive 
practice and took a leading rank in the legal pro- 
fession. He is the father of two children. 

In 186C Mr. Harrison was nominated for the 
position of Supreme Court Reporter, and then be- 
gan his experience as a stump speaket He can- 
vassed the State thoroughly, and was elected by a. 
handsome majority. In 1862 he raised the 17th 
Indiana Infantry, and was chosen its Colonel. His 
regiment was composed of the rawest of material, 
out Col. Harrison employed all his time at first 
mastering military tactics and drilling his men, 
when he therefore came to move toward the East 
with Sherman his regiment was one of the best 
drilled and organized in the army. At Resaca ho 
especially distinguished himself, and for his bravery 
at Peachtree Creek he was made a Brigadier Gen- 
eral, Gen. Hooker speaking of him in the most 
complimentary terms. 

During the absence of Gen. Harrison in the field 
the Supreme Court declared the office of the Su- 
premo Court Reporter vacant, and another persoi: 
was elected to the position. From the time of leav- 
lEg Indiana with his regiment until tlie fall oi 18G4 
be had taken no leave of absence, but having ])o(mi 
nominated that year for the same ofllce, he got a 
thirty-day leave of absence, and during that time 
made a brilliant canvass of the SUite, and was elected 
for another term. He then started V) rejoin Sher- 
man, but on the way was stricken down with scarlet 
;ever, and after a most tiying siege made his way 
to the front in time to participate in the closing 
incidents of the war 

In 1868 Gen. Harrison declined re-election as 
.-eporter, and resumed the practice of law lu 187G 
ne was a candidate for Governor, Although de- 
eated, the brilliant campaign ht, i^ade won ior him 
ft National reputation, and he was aiuch sought, es- 
pecia'.y in the East, to make si>eeches. In 1880, 
«is usual, he took an active par*^^ in i/iie campaign, 
und wui elected to the U'nited States Senate. Here 
uc sm-ved six years, and ^sis known as one o- the 
iblest men, b«Bt lawyer' <»nd strongest debaters in 



that body. With the expiration of his Scnaturmi 
term he returned to the practice of his profession, 
becoming the head of one of the strongest firms in 
the State. 

The political campaign of 1888 was one of the 
most memorable in the history of our countr\'. The 
convention which assembled in Chicago in June anu 
named Mr. Harrison as the chief standard bearer 
of the Republican party, was great in every partic- 
ular, and on this account, and the attitude it as> 
sumed u^^on the vital questions of the day, chief 
among which was the tarifif, awoke a deep interest 
in the campaign throughout the Nation. Shortly 
after the nomination delegations began to visit Mr. 
Harrison at Indianapolis, his home. This move- 
ment became popular, and from all sections of the 
country societies, clubs and delegations journeyed 
thither to pay their respects to the distinguished 
statesman. The popularity of these was greatly 
increased on account of the remarkable s|>eeches 
made by Mr. Harrison. He spoke daily a)] through 
the summer and autumn to these visiting delega- 
tions, and so varied, masterly and eloquent were 
his speeches that they at once placed him in the 
foremost rank of American orators and statesmen. 

On account of his eloquence as a speaker and hie 
power ju< a debater, he was called upon at an un- 
coiiMnonly early age to take part in the discussion 
of the <ireat questions that then began X.> agitate 
the eountrv. lie was an uncompromising anti 
sl.'ivery man. and was niatched against some or ILe 
most eminent l)em(>eratic sjxjakers of his SUtu. 
No man who felt the touch of his blade d?. 'red Ik 
be pitted with him agjiin. With all his e'oq-'ence 
as an orator he never spoke for oratorical effect, 
but his words always went like bullets to the mark 
He is purely American in his ideas and is a spier 
did type of the Aijierican statesman. Gifted witL 
quick perception, a logical mind and a rejidy tongue, 
he is one of the most distinguished impromptu 
speakers in the Nation. Many of these speeches 
sparkled with the rarest of eloquence and contained 
arguments of greatest weight. Many of his terse 
statements have already become aphorisms. Origi- 
nal in thought precise in logic, terse m statement, 
yet withal faultless in eloquence, lie is recognized as 
the sound statesman and bnlUan orator c tac day 
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Muskegon and Ottawa Counties, 



MICHIGAN. 






§HR time has arrived when it 

becomes the duly of the 
people of this county to per- 
;£tuate the names of their 
Tiioneers, lo furnish a record 
o!* their early settlement, 
and relate the story of their 
progress. The civilization of our 
day, the enlightenment of the age 
and the duly that men of the pres- 
ent lime owe to their ancestors, to 
themselves and to their posterity, 
demand that a record of their lives 
and deeds should be made. In bio- 
' graphical history is found a power 
lo iristn:ct man by precedent, to 
enliven the mental faculties, and 
to vuft down the river of time a 
safe vessel in which the names and actions of the 
people who contributed to raise this country from iis 
primitive stale may be preservi.*d. Surely and rapidly 
the great and aged men, who in their prime entered 
the wilderness and claimed the virgin soil as their 
heritage, are passing to their graves. The number re- 
maining who can relate the incidents of the first days 
jf settlement is becoming small indeed, so that an 
actual necessity exists for the collection and preser- 
vation of events without delay, before all the early 
settlers are cut down by the scythe of Time. 

To be forgotten has been the great dread of mankind 
from remotest ages. All will be forgotten soon enough, 
in spite of their best works and the most earnest 
efforts of their friends to perserve the memory of 
their lives. The means employed to prevent oblivion 
and to perpetuate their memory has been in propor- 
tion *o the amount of intelligence they possessed. 
Th-? pyramids of Egypt were built lo perpetuate the 
names and deeds of their great rulers. The exhu- 
mations made by the atcheologists of Egypt from 
btuied Memphis iodicate a desire of those people 



to perpetuate the memory of their achievements 
The erection of tlie great o1)e1isks were for the same 
purpose. Coming down to a later period, we find tht 
Greeks and Romans erecting mausoleums and monu- 
ments, and carving out statues to chronicle theii 
great acliicvements and carry them down the ages. 
It is also evident that the Mound-bu'lders, in piling 
up their great mounds of earth, had but this idea — 
to leave something lo show that they had hved. All 
these works, though many ol them cc«tly in the ex- 
treme, give but a faint idea of the lives and charac- 
ters of those whose memory they were intended to 
perpetuate, and scarcely anything of the masses of 
the people that then lived. ■ The great pyramids and 
some of the obelisks remain objects only of curiosity j 
the mausoleums, monuments and statues are crum- 
bling into du^t. 

It was left to modern ages to establish an intelli- 
gent, undecaying, immutable method of perpetuating 
a full history — immutable in that it is almost un- 
limited in extent and perpetual in its action; and 
this is through the art of printing. 

To the present generation, however, we are in- 
debted for the introduction of the admirable system 
of local biography. By this system every man, ihougl- 
he has not achieved what the world calls greatness, 
has the means to perpetuate his life, his history, 
through the coming ages. 

The scythe of Time cuts down all ; nothing of the 
physical man is left. The monument which his chil- 
dren or friends may erect to his memory in the ceme. 
tery will crumble into dust and pass away; but his 
life, his achievements, the work he has accomplished, 
which otherwise would be forgotten, is perpetuated 
by a record of this kind. 

To preserve the lineaments of our companions we 
engrave their [K>riraits, for the same reason we col- 
lect the attainable facts of their history. Nor do we 
think it necessary, as we siwak only truth of them, to 
wait unlil ihey are dead, or until those who know 
them are gone: to do this we are a->li.imed only to 
puliliiih to the world ihe history of those wliose live^ 
are unworthy of public record. 



n_^-sF n^ 






118 



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 



to practice at Grand Rapids by Hon. George 
Martin, who at Ibat time was Judge of tlie Circuit 
Court, and subsequently Chief-Justice of the State 
Supreme Court. In May, 1858, Mr. Holt came to 
Muskegon, and in the fall of that year was elected 
Prosecuting Attorney of Ottawa County, whicb 
then included all the territory now embraced in 
Muskegon and Ottawa Counties. In 1859 Mus- 
kegon County was organized, and our subject was 
elected Prosecuting Attorney for the new county, 
and heid that office four years. At the expiration 
of this term he was elected Circuit Court Com- 
missioner, and was re-elected for a second torm 
two years later. In 1866 the Republicans of this 
district elected him to represent the district in the 
Lower House of the State Legislature, to which 
office he was re-elected in 1868, when he became 
Chairman of the AVays and Means Committee. In 
1870 he was again elected, and served in the same 
capacity on that committee. Much of his time 
was devoted to thi^ interests of the charitable insti- 
tutions of the State, and the present prosperity of 
a number of them is due to his earnest efforts in 
securing appropri;i lions. 

In 1872 Mr. Hclt was elected Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of the State on the Republican ticket, headed 
by Gov. Bagley, and two years later was re-elected 
to that office. In 1878 his district again sent iiim 
to the State Legi^Iature, when he was once more 
appointed Chairman of the AV'ays and Means Com- 
mittee. In 1886, when again elected, he was made 
Chairman of the Committee on Railroads, and sec- 
ond on the Judiciary Committee. He was Chair- 
man of the Ways and Means Committee during 
the building of thi* State Capitol at Lansing. In 
1867 he was eleeted a member of the Constitu- 
tional Convention held at Lansing. Mr. Holt has 
served five terms in the State Legislature as the 
representative of his district, and two terms as 
Lieutenant-Governor, being a longer term of ser- 
vice than that of any resident, past or present, of 
the State of Michigan — a record of which he may 
well be proud. 

In April, 1878, Mr. Holt was elected Mayor of 
Muskegon, and was re-elected in 1879, he being 
the second Republican Mayor of this city. He has 
also served the people in various other public of- 



fices to which he has been elected from time to 
time. His experience in this respect is a remark- 
able one, in the fact that, of the numerous times 
that he has been nominated for office (being about 
twenty-five times altogether), he has never known 
defeat — a proud record in a city and district as 
often Democratic as Republican; a record that 
speaks louder than words of the appreciation of 
his services, and one that shows the esteem in 
which he is held by the people of the community. 
He has ever since taking up his residence in Mus- 
kegon maintained a law office, and has continued 
in the active practice of his profession. 

In 1873 and 1874 Mr. Holt made an extended 
tour of Europe, and in 1875 and 1876 he again 
visited the Old World, journeying through Kgypt 
and the Holy Land, and making stops at Con- 
stantinople and the old cities of the East, from 
wliicii he returned with a fine collection of pic- 
tures, other works of art, and rare curiosities. The 
foretJ^oing history of Mr. Holt's public career 
siiould be a sutticient guarantee for his personal 
character, social and business stranding. "Thus 
shall it be done unto the man whom the king de- 
lighteth to honor," is as true to-day as it was 
thirty centuries ago. In all business transactions 
his [)romise is unquestioned; once made, the fulfill- 
ment comes with the dav. 

During the winter of 1892 Mr. Holt was, with 
several other gentlemen, intrusted by leading busi- 
ness citizens with the delicate task of procuring 
an increased a|)propriation by Congress for the 
Muskegon Harbor, and an appropration for other 
purposes, and it can be safely said, and without 
detracting from the others, that for the success of 
the mission much credit is due to Mr. Holt. His 
knowledge of legislation and governmental meth- 
ods proved an important factor in the execution 
by himself and his associates of the important 
duties and interests with which they were clothed. 
A life-long Republican, imbued with the doctrines 
of his party, and unswerving in fealty tliereto, he 
is yet sufficiently generous to see the patriot in a 
political advei-sary. Thoroughly American, he 
illustrates in his life and character many of the 
better traits of the American citizen. 

Mr. Holt has been twice married. His first wife 
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was Mary AVinter. of Lansing, Mich., who died in 
May, 1872. He was again married, on the 5th of 
February, 1878, this wife being Mi-s. Catharine 
Hack ley. 
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ENRY JOHN BOLT, who is now living re- 
Y tired in Grand Haven, well deserves repre- 
sentation in this volume, for he is widely 
known among the citizens of Ottawa Coun- 
ty and his life record will be received with inter- 
est b}' many of our readers. He was born in Hol- 
land in 1823, and his father, who was also a native 
of the same country', crossed the Atlantic to Amer- 
ica and took up his residence in Zeeland, Ottawa 
County, where he spent the remainder of his life. 
By occupation he was a farmer. 

Our subject acquired such educational advan- 
tages as the schools of his native land afforded. 
The days of his boyhood and youth were spent 
under the parental roof, and he early became famil- 
iar with the duties of farm life, aiding his father 
in the development of a farm until 1847, when he 
came to America. He was then a young man of 
twenty-three years. Landing in New York, he 
made his way at once to Grand Haven, Mich., and 
became the first settler of this city from Holland. 
Here he engaged in the milling business for two 
years, and was then variously employed for a num- 
ber of years. He had no capital at the time of his 
arrival and had to depend upon his own resources 
for a livelihood. After a time he began devoting 
his energies to farming and fruit-growing, and 
thus passed his time for several 3'cars. He was 
quite successful in that line, and as his financial 
resources were increased ho began making judi- 
cious investments in real estate and dealt in town 
property. This proved a profitable investment 
and has yielded to him a good income. 

In the year 1852 Mr. Bolt was married, the 
lady of his choice being Miss Cornelia Elfers, 
a native of the Netherlands. Their union was 
celebrated in Grand Haven, and unto them was 
born a family of eight children: Hannah, now 



the wife of John Kolboord, a resident of Bat- 
tle Creek, Mich.; Alice, at home; Jennie, the wife 
of John Boer; Henry, now deceased; Cornelia, who 
died at the age of six months; Henry J.; and Albert, 
who is engaged in merchandising in Grand Haven. 
The mother of this family was called to her final 
rest in 1892, and many friends mourned her loss.. 
Mr. Bolt is a member of the Second Reformed 
Church. In politics he is a pronounced Repub- 
lican, warml}' advocating the principles of the 
party with which he has long been identified. He 
was elected Street Commissioner of Grand Haven, 
and so acceptably did he fill the ottice that he was 
re-elected again and again until he had served in 
that position for ten years. He has always taken 
an active interest in school affairs, and the cause 
of education finds in him a warm friend. In fact, 
no worthy public enterprise seeks his aid in vain, 
he being ever ready to give his support and co- 
operation to those interests which are calculated 
to prove of public benefit. By his own well-di- 
rected efforts, and through the legitimate channels 
of business, he has achieved a success and acquired 
a competency' which now enable him to lay aside 
all care and live retired in the enjoyment of the 
fruits of his former toil. 
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AFI. HENRY J. AVOODS, the energetic and 
efficient keeper of the life-saving station of 
Muskegon, Mich., who is possessed of ability 
and courage, with a thoroughly practical training 
in the necessary duties of his responsible position, 
is eminently adapted to the faithful discharge of 
the obligations intrusted to his. care. A native of 
the State of New York and born in Cattaraugus 
County May 29, 1850, our subject was the son of 
Henry J. and Hannah J. (Starkweather) Woods. 
The parents were both of Now England birth and 
were reared in the Green Mountain State. The 
father and mother, descendants of long lines of 
reputable ancestry, were early trained to habits 
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of thrifty industr}' and self-reliantly attained to 
mature age. During their early years they en- 
joyed the advantage of instruction in the schools 
of their home neighborhood, but both soon began 
the earnest worlc of life. Marrying, they made 
their permanent home in New York, where the 
father, a farmer by occupation, was highly re- 
spected and numbered among the substantial men 
of his locality in the Empire State. Capt. AVoods 
spent the days of boyhood upon the old home- 
stead, assisting his father in the daily round of 
agricultural work and attending the nearest dis- 
trict school. 

Continuing upon the old homestead and en- 
gaging in farming for sixteen years, our subject 
besran the battle of life for himself soon after 
attaining his majority. He was for some time 
variously employed, but, a man of observation and 
excellent judgment, lost no opportunity to gain 
knowledge and thus advance himself in the world. 
Journeying after a time to the farther AVest, Capt. 
Woods came to Michigan, and in August, 1880, 
becoming one of the crew at the life-saving sta- 
tion of St. Joseph, held his position for two years, 
and during this period of time passed through a 
variety of thrilling and profitable experiences, 
serving an apprenticeship in the saving of human 
lives, many more of which, but for the established 
stations, would be annually sacrificed upon the 
dangerous lake coasts. Entering upon the duties 
of his present position in the year 1882, Capt. 
Woods has, with satisfaction to the Government, 
had full charge of the Muskegon station. He has 
with him a tried crew of men, veterans in the 
service, seven in number, and under his skillful 
command much heroic work has been accomplished. 
Our subject is a man to be relied upon in the hour 
of emergency, and no storm is too terrible, no 
danger too great, for him to face with calm 
courage and the confidence which inspires his men 
to renewed efifort. 

In the year 1881 were united in marriage 
Henry J. Woods and Miss Hulda A. Wells, of 
Grand Rapids, Mich. The estimable wife of our 
subject is a native of Ohio and was born in 
Marietta. Two daughter, bright and attractive, 
bless the home, Hattie H. and Gracie B., who will 



enjoy every opportunity for an advanced educa- 
tion. Our subject is fraternally associated with 
tlie Ancient Free (S? Accepted Masons, and is 
a valued member of the lodge at St. Joseph; he 
is likewise a member of the Muskegon Chapter, 
R. A. M. He is also associated with the 
Knights of Pythias, and has a host of friends 
among the time-honored orders. Capt. Woods has, 
in giving close attention to the manner and 
methods of the service, perfected some invaluable 
inventions of his own and given most important 
suggestions for future consideration. He has 
arranged a system of carriage locks and buoys, 
whicli facilitate and aid in transportation, and he 
displays mechanical genius of a high order. A 
brave officer and the right man for his post of 
danger, Capt. Henry Woods possesses the regard of 
a wide acquaintance and the full confidence of the 
general public. 
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t-^ON. HIRAM E. STAPLES, to whose enter- 
prise and executive business ability the 




present prosperity of Whitehall, Muskegon 
County, Mich., is mainly due, is not only 
the head of one of tlie largest lumber-mills of the 
State, but is also associated with other interests of 
magnitude and is justly entitled to the appellation 
of a lumber king. Mr. Staples was born in Pough- 
keepsie, N. Y., June 1, 1836, and was the son of 
Henry and Mary (Connor) Staples, the parents of 
six children, of whom our subject was the second 
in order of birth. One brother and one sister only 
survive. Joshua, who enlisted in the Fifth Wiscon- 
sin Infantry at the breaking out of the Civil War, 
died in a hospital in AVashington, D. C. One af- 
ter another three sisters have passed away. Jennie 
is a resident of Whitehall. The fatlier, a native of 
the Empire State, was born in or near Poughkee|>- 
sie, N. Y., in 1811, the paternal grandparents mak- 
ing Poughkeepsie their lifetime home. Grand- 
father Joshua Staples was the son of Noah Staples, 
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an English man by birth, but a very early resident 
of America and a patriotic soldier of the Revolu- 
tionary War. The Stapleses, originally settling in 
New York, were small farmers, men of moderate 
tastes and means, but were possessed of strength 
of character, energy and resolution, which, be- 
queathed to our subject, formed his main capital 
in life during his early manhood. 

The mother, Mary (Connor) Staples, was the 
daughter of Thomas Connor, a native of the United 
States but of direct English descent. His wife, the 
maternal grandmother of our subject, was the sis- 
ter of William M. Dayton, candidate for Vice-Pres- 
ident on the ticket with Fremont. Thomas Con- 
nor combined the dual occupations of farmer and 
contractor, and was a successful and highly re- 
spected man. In 1848, the Staples family emigrated 
from New York to Ravenna, Ohio, and in 1851 
came to Michigan, locating in Hillsdale, and in 1857 
came to Whitehall, then White Lake. Here the 
father followed farming on a small scale. Both 
parents are yet living, the father aged eighty-two, 
and the mother also at an advanced age. The 
honorable Mr. Staples, in common with other farmer 
lads, assisted upon the homestead in boyhood and 
attended the district school. He had entered upon 
his collegiate course in Albion (Mich.) College 
when the Civil War broke out, and, promptly an- 
swering to the call of the Government for "three 
hundred thousand more,** left his books and in 
the early summer of 1861 enlisted as a private in 
the Fifth Wisconsin Infantt-y, he and his brother 
Joshua both offering their service in behalf of na- 
tional existence. Joshua, as before stated, died in 
the hospital, and our subject also fell a victim to 
exposures and privations, and was likewise con- 
veyed to the army hospital, from which he was 
finally sent to his home, being discharged from the 
army for disability. 

As soon as he had somewhat recuperated, Mr. Sta- 
ples engaged in the handling of timber lands and 
lumber. His available means were small, but with his 
characteristic energy he soon began to accumulate 
a capital and was ere long enabled to enlarge the 
scope of his enterprises. In 1869, he had prospered 
to such an extent that in company with his brother- 
in-law, Lyman Covell, he bought the present site 



of their now extensive mills, which, then limited in 
size, have become the largest manufactories of lum- 
ber in the world. Aside from these mills our sub- 
ject has invested in numerous paying enterprises, 
owning a line of boats, and also being for many 
years the President of the Log and Boom Company, 
which does an immense business, one of the largest 
in the State. Mr. Staples assisted in the organiza- 
tion of the Firet National Bank of Whitehall and 
was its Vice-President until that financial institu- 
tion was merged into the State Savings Bank of 
Whitehall, of which he is Vice-President and a 
heavy stockholder. Our subject is also engaged ex- 
tensively in the manufacture of shingles and is 
likewise a partner in a large mercantile house. He 
is a very busy man, and without seeking political 
honors has had them thrust upon him. For two 
terms he served ably as Supervisor, was for many 
years President of the Council, and in 1884 and 
1885 was a member of the State Legislature and, 
associated with important committees, served with 
rare efficiency and to the great satisfaction of his 
constituents. 

In 1864 were united in marriage Hiram E. 
Staples and Miss Rebecca Covell, a sister of his 
business partner and Mark B. and Charles E. Co- 
vell, prominent lumbermen of Muskegon County. 
Four children blessed the union, two of whom died 
in infancy. The eldest son, Dudley E., a graduate 
of Orchard Lake Military School, is now connected 
with his father in business. H. Earl, a recent 
graduate from the Whitehall High School, is a 
young man of promise and unusual ability. Mr. 
and Mrs. Staples are valued members of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, of which our subject is a 
liberal supporter. Prominently connected with 
the Ancient Free & Accepted Masons, Mr. Staples 
assisted in the organization of the lodge at Mon- 
tague, and also aided to establish the lodge at 
Whitehall. He was the first master of each lodge, 
and has held that position in the Whitehall Lodge 
for the past seven years. He has taken the thirtj*^- 
second degree of Masonry and is also a member of 
the shrine. Politically, he is and has been a life- 
long Republican and is a descendant of an old- 
line and loyal Whig family. Essentially the archi- 
tect of his own fortune, the Hon. Hiram E. Staples 
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AVI AS E. BHOAVN, a prosperous contrac- 
tor and l)uildcr of Muskegon, Mich., has 
materially aided in the improvement of 
his home city by the erection of numer- 
ous handsome structures, private residences and 
public buildings, all within the corporate limits of 
the town. Our subject is anativeof Vermont and 
was born in I^moille County, September 21, 181:5. 
ilis father, Samuel II. Biown, also a native of the 
Green Mountain State and a man of line a))i!itv 
and upright character, remained throuijhouf^lit his 
lifetime a resident of New Knglaiid, and after a 
life of busy usefulness passed away in New Hamp- 
shire in the year 1892. The paternal grandfather, 
Joel Brown, a brave soldier of the War of 1812, 
was a native of Massachusetts, the Browns having 
settled upon the rock-bound coast of our country 
in a very early day, and throughout these past 
changing years of more than a century have as 
citizens been distinguished by earnest effort and 
patriotic motives. Their remote ancestry were of 
Scottish birth, possessing the virtues of the coun- 
try noted for its industrious thrift. The mother, 
Fanny (Fales) Brown, a native of Massachusetts, 
was, like her husband, a descendant of an old New 
England family. 

Our subject spent the days of his childhood in 
his birthplace and enjoyed excellent educational 
advantages in the common schools of Vermont. 
At the age of eighteen years he decided to try his 
fortunes in the broader fields of the West, and in 
1861, making a prospecting tour, visited a number 
of prominent places, finally coming to Michigan, 
and in 1863 locating permanently in Muskegon. 



will leave as a most valuable inheritance to his 
sons the untarnished record of a life successful 
from every point of view, his daily walk being 
dominated by the sterling integrity and steadfast- 
ness of purpose which have overcome obstacles and ■ 
won him a position of honor and influence among 
the leading men of Michigan. 



Here three years later, in 1866, Mr: Brown, by 
trade a carpenter and builder, began contracting, 
and meeting from the first with the most gratif}'- 
ing success has continued uninterruptedly in that 
business ever since. Our subject built man}' of 
the count}' buildings and erected the Muskegon 
Water AV^orks plant at Lake Harbor, and in 1890 
sunk the wells which supplied the city with water. 
He also built the Electric Light plant, and in all 
his work for private parties or cor|X)rations has 
given universal satisfaction by the prompt and 
faithful fulfillment of his obligations and the ex- 
cellence of material and workmanship he has in- 
variably furnished. Mr. Brown has likewise been 
especially successful in laying cement walks, which 
arc of the best quality and superior durability. 

In 1868 Savias E. Brown and Miss Mar}'^ L. 
Bourdon, of Muskegon, were united in marriage. 
The estimable wife of our subject was a native of 
New York State and was reared and educated amid 
the bcoiics of her earlv childhood. The attractive 
home, No. 14 Houston Avenue, is brightened by 
the presence of throe sons and three daughters. 
Fannie Mabel is the eldest-born, then follow in the 
order of their birth Pha»be Ann, Clarence E., Clin- 
ton E.,William E. and Loraine. Mr. and Mrs. Brown 
and their intelligent famil}' occupy high positions 
in the social world of .Muskegon and enjoy the es- 
teem of a wide circle of friends. Our subject is fi'a- 
ternally a member of the Ancient Free «fe Accepted 
Masons, and while not a politician is a Democrat, 
deeply interested in hdth local and national issues, 
and is numbered among the substantial citizens, 
ever ready to assist in matters of mutual welfare. 




HAKLES L. KING. In noting the business 
interests of a city or town, it is particularly 
// gratifying to be able to point to the success 
of such a house as that of C. L. Kingtfe Co., for the 
reason that their success may be used as a fair gauge 
of the average of prosperity in the community. 
WMth the inventions, improvements and other ac- 
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cessories discovered, a degree of excellence closely 
akin to perfection in the manufacture of fruit pack- 
ages, wood plates, veneers, etc., has been attained 
in the last ten or twelve years. Charles L. King, 
who has been engaged in manufacturing the above- 
mentioned articles in Holland since 1891, isagen- 
tleman possessed of excellent business capacity and 
good judgment. 

He was born at Winona, Minn., February 22, 
1856, and his father, L. R. King, was a native 
of the Keystone State,*where he grew to manhood. 
At au early date he came Westward and settled in 
Winona, Minn., where he was elected to the office 
of Sheriff, being the fii-st one in the county. Later 
he removed to Rochester, Minn., and he there em- 
barked in the agricultural implement business and 
followed this until his death, in 1868. Fie married 
Miss Kebecca Shephard and to them were born 
seven children, two besides our subject now living. 
Both par»jnts were worthy members of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church and active workers in the 
same. The father, who was a successful business 
man, accumulated a large property, and gave lib- 
erally to the support of all worthy enterprises. 

The youthful days of our subject were passed in 
Winona, Minn., and he was educated in the schools 
of that city and those of Rochester. After the 
death of his father our subject continued to live 
in Rochester for three years, when he joined a sur- 
veying expedition to Yellowstone Park and ex- 
perienced many thrilling adventures during this 
trip. Returning home, he went to New York City 
and there followed the cigar business for about six 
months, after which he went to Chicago, where he 
learned the business he is now following, and which 
he has made such a decided success. Two years 
later he took charge of a factory at Decatur, Mich., 
and operated it two and a-half years, when the 
factory was moved to Muskegon and he took charge 
of it there. The factory mentioned was the AVood 
Package and Basket Company, and our subject 
managed that for several years. 

From there Mr. King went to Montague, Mich., 
where he branched out in business fqr himself. 
The present company was organized in August, 
1881, and the Hanchett Paper Company, of Chicago, 
is controlled by the firm of C. L. King & Co. Mr. 



King selected his wife in the person of Miss Mary 
Johnson, daughter of William Johnson, and their 
union was solemnized in the year 1882. Politi- 
cally, Mr. King is a strong Republican and has 
taken an active part in the work of his party. 
While residing at Montague he was a member 
of the Council and was prominent in all mat- 
ters of moment. The large factory of C. L. 
King <fe Co. was erected in 1891 and they now have 
five large buildings. The main building is a fine 
structure, made of Zeeland brick, and is 73x223 
feet. Their capital is about i 150,000 and they do 
an annual business of $250,000. About two hun- 
dred hands are employed. This firm also has a 
Chicago oflfice, situated at Nos. 11 and 13 LaSfllle 
Street. Mr. King has been at the head of this busi- 
ness since it first started and is familiar with its 
every detail. Socially, he is a Knight Templar of 
the Masonic fraternity, also of the Mystic Shrine, 
and is also a member of the Benevolent and Protec- 
tive Order of Elks. He is active in his support of all 
worthy measures, is public spirited and pushing, 
and a credit to any communit3\ Whole-souled 
and genial, his friends are legion. 
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^r^-^ H. MASON, an extensive general merchant, 
[[ (=-j and present Deputy Collector of the port 
^li of Montague, Muskegon County, Mich., is 
numbered among the substantial citizens and lead- 
ing men of his locality. Our subject was born in 
Lindsay, Victoria County, Ontario, February 1, 
1862, and is the son of Lawrence and Bessie 
(Smith) Mason, both of English nativity. The fa- 
ther was born in Devonshire in 1838, and was only 
a little lad when the paternal grandfather, Richard 
Mason, a mechanic, emigrated with his family to 
America. Grandfather Mason settled with his 
children in Canada, later removed to New York, 
and finalh' made his permanent home in Michi- 
gan, locating in Montague, where he died some 
four years ago. Lawrence Mason, the father, is a 
man of fine education and excellent business at- 
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tainments and, prospered financially, is now liv- 
ing upon his highly cultivated farm near Mon- 
tague. The mother of Mr. Mason, born in Wilt- 
shire, England, was the daughter of a hotel-keeper 
of that country, and went to Canada when she was 
a small child, but in a short time went to New 
York State, later returning to Canada, where her 
parents died. Mr. Mason was the eldest of the 
six children who blessed the home of the father 
and mother. Ida died at the age of twelve years; 
Fred is a clerk in the store of our subject; Nellie, 
the second daughter, married Prof. II. A. Corbett, 
Principal of the schools at White Cloud, Mich.; 
Mabel lives with her parents; the other brother 
died in infancy. 

Our subject spent the days of his boyhood 
in Lindsay, Ontario, where his father was then 
engaged in business. Educated mainly in the 
High School of Lindsay, he completed a thor- 
ough course of study by the time he was sixteen 
years old, and then was employed in an oUice 
as book-keeper. The place of business in which 
he engaged was a railroad, steamship, telegraph 
and express oflflce. He remained with this com- 
pany for two years, and during this length 
of time mastered every branch of the busi- 
ness. Our subject next became an express mes- 
senger on the Grand Trunk Railroad, but resigned 
that position to accept the more congenial occu- 
pation of a book-keeper for Mason Brothers, un- 
cles of his, engaged in mercantile business at Mon- 
tague, Mich. This change in his location occurred 
in 1880, and for four or five years Mr. Mason re- 
mained with the firm in the capacity of an em- 
ploye. One of the uncles having died in the mean 
time, our subject then bought the entire business, 
which he has since most profitably conducted. 

For a time our subject ran branch houses at 
Ferry and Shelby, but finally closed them, and now 
concentrates his attention upon the one large store 
in Montague, which controls the best trade of its 
vicinity. Mr. Mason has also been interested 
in real estate, but devotes himself mainly to hand- 
ling merchandise. In November, 1 885, G. H. Mason 
and Miss Emma Dalton were united in marriage. 
Mrs. Mason is a daughter of Peter Dalton, one of 
the pioneer lumbermen of Montague, Two sons, 



George Dowling, aged six years, and William Law- 
rence, aged two, have brightened the happy home. 
Mrs. Mason, an accomplished lady and supenor 
scholar and a graduate of St. Mary's, of Indiana, in- 
herited from her father considerable real estate, 
now managed by Mr. Mason. Politically a Demo- 
crat, our subject has always been deeply interested 
in matters of mutual welfare, and as Collector of 
the port has discharged the duties incident to 
the office to the great satisfaction of all interested. 
Fraternallv, Mr. Mason is a valued member of the 
Ancient Free & Accepted Masons, and in bis social 
and business relations commands the esteem of a 
wide acquaintance. His home, the abode of hos- 
pitality, is the centre of attraction for many friends, 
both Mr. and Mrs. Mason being general favorites 
in Montague. 
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GEORGE B. WOODBURY, a prominent busi- 
ness man residing in Eggleston Township, 



4J Muskegon County, is passing the twilight 
of his life quietly and serenely upon his home- 
stead on section 3G. He is a native of Massachu- 
setts, and was born in Sutton, Worcester County, 
November 18,1816. He spent his boyhood days 
in the old Bay State and thence at an early age 
removed to western Michigan, and stopped for a 
time at Grand Haven, proceeding from that place 
to Muskegon. Here he engaged in engineering 
and also conducted a large business as a black- 
smith for several years. 

In 1850, attracted to the far West bv the 
discovery of gold in California, Mr. Woodbury 
proceeded to that State, the journey being made 
via the Isthmus of Panama. After a long and 
tedious voyage he arrived in the golden region, 
where he engaged in mining and in other x>ursuits 
for about eighteen months. He then sailed on the 
brig ^'Mexico" up the Pacific Coast as far as Queen 
Charlotte Island. The report of fabulous quanti- 
ties of gold to be found in that country induced 
him, with a number of other men, to attempt its 
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discovery. After a few weeks of prospecting, they 
were disappointed in their search for gold. Having 
heard of a white metal which they supposed to 
be silver existing in quantities farther up the 
coast, they continued their journey to that point. 
Again they suffered disappointment, for the silver 
they expected to find proved to be only a 
beautiful white substance, a stalactite formation. 

The adventurous miners found the Indians 
very numerous and aggressive, making it necessary 
for them to erect barricades and use every means 
of protection. At the time of their departure, the 
savages gathered in great numbers along the shore 
near the vessel. To avoid an attack, they waited 
for the outgoing tide and suddenly, hoisting sail, 
with a gentle breeze blowing from the shore, they 
sped smoothly out to sea, followed by hundreds 
of Indians in their canoes. The attempt of the 
natives to fasten a line to the vessel and tow it 
back to shore was only prevented by the careful 
guarding of the sailors. The pursuit continued 
some seven or eight miles out to sea, and, the 
speed of the vessel increasing, the canoes with 
their occupants gradually disappeared in the 
distance. In due course of time and without 
further event, the voyagers arrived at the Golden 
Gate. 

Mr. Woodbury next assisted in erecting a saw- 
mill at Humboldt Bay, a short distance from the 
coast He continued engaged in that business 
about eighteen m6nths, but about six months later 
returned by the Nicaragua route to Grand Haven. 
In that city, on the 1 1th of December, 1853, he was 
united in marriage with Miss Rachel S., daughter 
of George W. and Harriet E. (Ford) Johnson. 
The newly-wedded pair commenced housekeeping 
at Ferrisburg, where Mr. Woodbury engaged as 
an engineer for a milling and lumbering company. 
After one year in that village, he again located in 
3Iuskegon,where he followed the business of engi- 
neering and blacksmi thing. 

On the 24th of April, 1885, Mr. Woodbury 
came to Eggleston Township and settled upon the 
farm where he has since resided. This farm 
embraces one hundred and ten acres, equally 
divided by the Grand Rapids Road, and is consid- 
ered the best estate in the township. Politically, 



Mr. Woodbury is a true Republican, and, while 
having no political aspirations, takes a deep 
interest in matters of public importance. Socially, 
he is identified with the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows. He and his wife have been the par- 
ents of the following sons and daughters: Lizzie, 
Mrs. W. J. Near, of Muskegon; William Henry 
and Hattie, deceased; Lincoln J., who is a resi- 
dent of Park City, Utah; and George B., Jr., 
living at home. Mrs. Woodbury is the niece of 
Jonathan Ford, the first settler of Muskegon, who 
built the first sawmill in the place. 





EDSON STICKNEY, who is engineer and 
machinist of the Hachley <fe Hume Lumber 
Mills, of Muskegon, was born in Paines- 
ville, Ohio, January 16, 1842, and is a son of 
Charles W. Stickney, a native of Vermont, who 
became one of the early settlers of Lake County, 
Ohio, where he located in 1816. The mother of 
our subject was in her maidenhood Nancy E. Bal- 
lard. She was born in Connecticut, and was a 
daughter of James Ballard, one of the honored 
pioneers of Lake County, Ohio. 

In his native city, Edson Stickney was reared to 
manhood, and in its common schools he acquired 
a good education. When a young man of twenty 
years he offered his services to the Government, 
donning the blue in 1862 as a member of Com- 
pany D, One Hundred and Fifth Ohio Infantry. 
The regiment was commanded by Col. Hall, and 
was assigned to the Army of the Cumberland. He 
participated in many important battles, including 
the engagements at Perryville, Chickamauga, and 
Mission Ridge and was in the Atlanta campaign. He 
then went with Sherman on the memorable march 
to the sea and through the Carolinas. After about 
three years of faithful service, during which he 
was always found at his post of duty, he was mus- 
tered out at Washington, D. C, in June, 1865. 

The honored soldier then returned to his home 
in Painesville, Ohio, where he remained until the 
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sprino: of 1868, when he went to Newaygo Coun- 
ty, Mich., and settled in Bridgeton, where he es- 
tablished a small shingle mill, which he carried on 
for two years. On the expiration of that time we 
find him in the city of Muskegon, where he has 
since made his home. He now holds a good posi- 
tion as engineer in the machinery department of 
the Ilachlc}' & Hume Mills. In politics, he is a 
supporter of Republican principles. He is a char- 
ter member of Muskegon Lodge No. 133, A. O. U. 
W., and a charter member of the Modern Wood- 
men Camp of Muskegon. 

Mr. Stickney has been twice married. In 1874 
he was united in marriage with Miss Elmira M. 
Graves, who died in 1876. In 1883, he was again 
married. Miss Minnie C. Armstrong, a native of 
Van Wert, Ohio, and a daughter of Sidney J. 
Armstrong, becoming his wife. Their union has 
been blessed by a son and daughter, Clarence B. 
and Ethel May, wlio are the light and life of the 
parents' home. The family resides at No. 118 
West Muskegon Avenue. Mr. Stickney keeps up 
his army acquaintance through his menibership 
with Phil Kearney Post No. 7, G. A. U. He was 
one of the valiant soldiers to whom the country 
owes her safet}' and in a large degree her pre.'-ent 
prosperity. For three ^ears he was at the front, 
much of the time under fire and always ready to 
aid in the defense of the Old Flag which now floats 
so proudly over the united Nation. 
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UTIIER WHITNEY, a retired merchant of 
('. Muskegon, was born July 26, 1815, in Gil- 
y sum, Cheshire County, N. H. His ances- 
tors came from England to America in 1635. His 
grandfather, Samuel Whitney, served as one of the 
heroes of the Revolution. The father, Luther 
Whitney, Sr., was born in Gilsum in 1791, and 
was a merchant and manufacturer. He married 
Betsy Dart, also a native of Gilsum, and in 1827 
removed with his family to Lawrence County, 
N. Y., where he spent his remaining days. 



Our subject was the eldest child of a family of 
four. He remained in the old Granite State until 
twelve years of age and then accompanied his par- 
ents to New York, where he grew to manlioo*! 
and completed his education in the district school 
and by a two-years course in St. Lawrence Acad- 
eni}'. After starting out in life for himself he 
came to the West and for a time engaged in clerk- 
ing in a dry-goods store in Gi*een liay, Wis. He 
afterward spent one winter in a lumber camp, and 
subsequently we find him in Kenosha, Wis., where 
he remained for several 3'ears, engaged in merchan- 
dising and in dealing in lumber. He also en- 
gaged in the grain business for a time, then went 
to Detroit, Mich., where he devoted his energies 
to the manufacture of washboards about one year. 
Returning to Kenosha, he there remained during 
the three succeeding years, and in 1864 be came 
to Mu^kcgon. Accepting a position as book- 
keeper in the lumber business of Gideon Truesdell, 
he remained in that business from 1864 until 
1873. 

Mr. Whitney was married in November, 1843, 
the lady of his choice being Miss RebcccA J. Irwin, 
of Green Bay, Wis., and a daughter of Robert Ir- 
win. She was born in that city and there spent 
the days of her maidenhood. By their union 
they have become the |)arent8 of three children, 
of whom two are now living: George B., a con- 
tractor and builder and civil engineer, now resid- 
ing in Chicago; and Thomas D., who also resides 
in Chicago and is now traveling auditor for Ar- 
mour Sr Co. 

In early life Mf. Whitney was an old-line Whig, 
but on the organization of the Republican party 
he joined its ranks and has since fought under its 
banner. He was one of tlie members of Kenosha 
Lodge, I. O. O. F., of Kenosha, Wis., but has taken 
no ver}^ prominent part in social and public affairs, 
])referring to devote his time and attention to his 
business interests. In 1875, he was appointed 
Postmaster of Muskegon, under Gen. Grant, and 
held the olfice for twelve consecutive j^ears under 
Presidents Arthur and Hayes. That he promptly 
and faithfully perfonned his duties, and admin* 
istered the affairs of the office to the satisfaction 
of the general public, is well indicated by bia long 
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continued service. Several other public offices 
have been tendered him but he has refused to ac- 
cept. He is now a stockholder in the Ilackley ; 
National Bank, the National Lumberman's and 
the Muskegon Savings Bank. Mr. Whitney is 
now practically living retired in the enjoyment 
of the rest which he has so truly earned and 
richly deserves. His life has been a busy and 
useful one and his public and private career are 
alike above reproach. His success is due to his 
own industrious and well-directed efforts, and he 
may truly be called a self-made man. Mrs. Whit- 
ney is a member of the Congregational Church. 




^^ HARLES H. PROCTOR, a successful gen- 
[|f eral agriculturist located on section 3, Hol- 

^^^ ton Township, Muskegon County, Mich., 
has held with abilit}' nearly every official position 
of trust within the gift of his fellow-townsmen, 
and, a man of excellent judgment and superior at- 
tainments, has been an especially prominent factor 
ia the educational advancement of his home neigh- 
borhood and vicinity. As a member of the Board 
of Supervisors, and as a School Inspector, with the 
exception of two years since the organization of 
the township, Mr. Proctor has materially aided in 
the promotion and rapid development of the best 
interests of Muskegon County. Our subject, a 
native of Roscoe Township, Ohio, and born in 
1836, was the son of Hascal and Nancy (Shephard) 
Proctor. The paternal grandparents, Asa and 
Alice (Dane) Proctor, were long-time residents of 
the Green Mountain State. The paternal great- 
grandfather died when Asa was about seven years 
of age, and the grandfather was reared by Thomas 
Parker, of lx)well, Mass. Asa received a good 
common-school education and learned the carpen- 
ters' trade, being a wooden-plow and yoke-maker 
as well as a farmer. He married and settled in 
Vermont, and into his peaceful home came nine 
sons and daughters, all of whom survived to reach 
maturity. 



The children of the paternal grandparents were, 
Sarah, a cripple; Hascal D., the father of our sub- 
ject; Samuel C. and Alonzo, deceased; Mandana, 
wife of Henry Stevens; Or vi lie, deceased; Horatio, 
a resident of Ingham County, Mich.; and Horace 
and Merrill, deceased. Serving bravely in the 
War of 1812, the grandfather fought at Benning- 
ton. Politically, he was a Whig and a man of 
strong views. Reared upon a farm, his son Has- 
cal received but a limited education, and at the 
age of fourteen was bound out to learn the trade 
of a tool-maker and blacksmith. Serving a faith- 
ful apprenticeship for four years, the father then 
began life for himself, and at about the age of twen- 
ty-one was united in marriage with the daughter 
of William and Nancy Shephard. Ambitious and 
enterprising, he later removed to Ohio, and in 
Cleveland worked as a tool-maker. He died in 
1847, mourned by many friends. Politically, he 
was a strong Democrat, and was esteemed as a 
true and loyal citizen. Of his two children, but 
one survived; the other died in infanc3^ '^^^^ 
mother passing away three weeks after the death 
of the father, our subject was left an orphan at 
the age of eleven years, and began life for himself. 

A mere lad, cast entirely upon his own resources, 
Charles Proctor at once found his way to thecoun- 
tr3% and for one year worked upon a farm for his 
food and clothes. At twelve years of age our sub- 
ject joined his grandparents, Proctor, in Stock- 
bridge, Mich., to which part of the Wolverine 
State the venerable pioneers had emigrated in a 
very early day. Mr. Proctor remained with his 
grandparents until twenty-three years of age, and 
received a good education in the schools of Lan- 
sing, and, possessing musical ability, fitted himself 
for a teacher, and for four yeai*s gave instruction 
in vocal music. 

Miss Elizabeth, daughter of John Sn^^der, and a 
native of Washtenaw County, Mich., was married to 
Mr. Proctor in Ann Arbor. Five children blessed 
their union. Flora is the wife of George L. Bull, 
of Wisconsin; Frank was the second- born; Edith 
married Herman L. Black, of Laketon, Mich.; 
Lewis D. and Monie complete the list of sons and 
daughtei*s who have brightened the home. Mr. 
Proctor having remained upon the farm of his 
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grandparents until their death, then located in 
the dense woods of Muskegon County. There 
were no roads, but the trees were bin zed for sec- 
tion lines. The family settled in Holton Town- 
ship in oak openings. At the expiration of two 
years Mr. Proctor purchased his present valuable 
farm of eighty acres, which our subject cleared, 
logged and improved himself. Mr. and Mrs. 
Proctor were both members of the Presbyterian 
Church, but the estimable wife of our subject later 
joined the Baptist Church. The daughter Flora 
was graduated at Fremont, and for years success- 
fully taught in Muskegon County. Fraternal 1}% 
Mr. Proctor is associated with the County Grange, 
and politically is an ardent Republican. Contin- 
uously engaged in the service of the public in an 
official capacity, our subject has amply demon- 
strated his ability to hold office to the great satis- 
faction of the community by whom he is sur- 
rounded. When the Civil War broke out he twice 
endeavored to enlist, but was refused for physical 
disabilit3% and then patriotically gave 1^75 and 
later $90 to clear his township of the draft. Al- 
though absent by force of circumstances from the 
battlefield, the loyalty of our subject was un- 
questioned, and no man in his locality to-day has 
a firmer hold upon the true esteem of his friends 
and neighbors than Charles H. Proctor. 



^ -J- 



JAMES D. CHEESMAN, the enterprising 
President and Treasurer of the Cheesman- 
Kelley Manufacturing Compan}^ of Muske- 
gon, Mich., is a long-time resident and 
prominent citizen of his present locality, and for 
thirty years has been closelj' identified with the 
progressive interests of the Wolverine State. Born 
in Jefferson County, N. Y., April 11, 1842, our 
subject was but twenty years of age when, inde- 
pendently setting out to seek his fortune in the 
West, he came to Muskegon. His father, Francis 
Cheesman, likewise a native of the Empire State, 
was the son of Jeremiah Cheesman, who cour- 



ageously fought in the War of the Revolution. 
The mother, Susan (Kellog) Cheesman. bom, reared 
and educated in the Empire State, was the de- 
scendant of sturdy ancestry, who made their home 

» 

in America in a very early day. The father, by 
occupation a contractor and builder, was well 
known and highly respected in his lifetime home, 
Mr. Cheesman spent the years of his boyhood in 
his birthplace, and received a good, substantial 
education in the excellent district school of bis 
home neighborhood. Attaining to mature years, 
and trained to habits of self-reliant industry, 
he determined to enter upon the labor of life in a 
newer field of action, and with the tide of emi- 
gration journeyed to Michigan. 

Locating in Muskegon in 1862, our subject re- 
ceived immediate and remunerative employment 
in a sawmill, where he continued to remain for a 
number of years. Finally, in 1887, he organized 
the Cheesraan-Kelley Manufacturing Company, 
with James I). Cheesman as President and Treas- 
urer, T. B. McNiff Vice-president, and M. G« 
Avery Secretary. The company, financially pros- 
pered, does a large and rapidly extending busi- 
ness, the success of the enterprise being mainly 
due to the energetic efforts and executive ability 
of tlie President and Treasurer, who is also one 
of the principal stockholders of the company. 
The extensive plant of the Cheesman-Kelley 
Company is located at the corner of East Western 
Avenue and the Chicago <fe West Michigan Rail- 
road tracks, and does a general planing-mill busi- 
ness, manufacturing boxes and interior and ex- 
terior finishings, and likewise building stairs, etc 
It commands one of the largest lines of custom 
given to any similar establishment in this part of 
the State. Literally a self-made man, of earnest 
purpose and sterling integrity, our subject has in 
truth won his way upward unaided, and now, one 
of the leading business men of Muskegon, has at- 
tained a position of influence, commanding the 
respect of all who know him. 

In the year 1866 were united in marriage James 
D. Cheesman and Miss Helen J. Dean, daughter of 
Harvey and Abbie (Warren) Dean, both of sturdy 
New England ancestry. The mother of Mrs. Chees- 
I man was a native of Connecticut, and was there 
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.nrl educated, but died in the Empire State 
Mr. Dean, also a native of New England, 
armer by occupation, and after residing 
York returned to Massachusetts, and from 
Bay State emigrated in 1862 to Muske- 
ch. The union of our subject and his ac- 
led wife lias been blessed by the birth 

children, a son and a daughter, Frank T. 

• 

he, now at home. The pleasant and com- 
; family residence is located at No. 16 
ebster Avenue, Muskegon, and, desirably 
, is well known to a large circle of inti- 
luaintunccs and long-time friends. Occu- 
c»sitions of useful influence, Mr. and Mrs. 
m take an active part in the social and 
?nt enterprises of their locality, our sub- 
\g a ready aid in all matters pertaining to 
ic welfare. 
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NTER SAVIDGE was a well-known resi- 
lent of Spring Lake, Ottawa County. He 
ras born in Columbia County, Pa., April 
!, 1828, and was of English descent. His 
Benjamin and Esther (Hunter) Savidge, 
ii natives of New Jersey, and had a famil}'' 
en children, of whom our subject was fifth 
of birth. He remained in the Ke^'^stone 
til he had attained his majority, and ac- 
good education in the public schools, 
g arrived at man's estate, Mr. Savidge re- 
o try his fortune in the West and emi- 
) Rockford, 111., where he carried on con- 
and building until 1856. That year wit- 
lis arrival in Spring Lake, where he em- 
in the manufacture of lumber. In 1861, 
lership of Cutler & Savidge was formed, 
•came one of the most extensive and best- 
umber firms in the West. When Mr. Siiv- 
i about nine years of age his parents re- 
Northumberland County, Pa., where his 
orked at his trade of a mechanic. Hunter 
rned the business, and at the age of eigh^ 



teen was a most proficient workman in that line. 
He then gave his attention to mechanical work 
and to school-teach.ing, but on his removal to 
Rockford abandoned the latter and took up con- 
tracting and building. We thus see that his previ- 
ous work made him well fitted for the business in 
which he now engaged as a partner of D. Cutler. 
They prospered from the beginning, and Mr. Sav- 
idge became owner of a large amount of valuable 
property and was sole proprietor of the famous 
hotel, the Spring Lake House, one of the most 
popular summer resorts of northwestern Michi- 
gan. 

On the 12th of February, 1857, Mr. Savidge 
married Miss Sarah C, daughter of Lyman Patten, 
who resided near Grand Rapids, Mich. They be- 
came the parents of three children: William, now 
of Detroit; Esther, wife of N. Robins, Jr., of 
Grand Haven; and George P., who is pursuing a 
scientific course of stud}' in the ShefiSeld School, 
of Yale. Mrs. Savidge is still living in Spring 
Lake, where she has a palatial residence, hand- 
somely furnished and beautifully and pleasantly 
located upon a site which commands a picturesque 
view of the city. She is a devoted member of 
the Presbyterian Church, and is a lady whose many 
excellencies of character have won for her the love 
of all. 

Our subject was one of the most prominent and 
influential citizensof this community, and was con- 
nected with many leading interests besides the 
lumber business. At the time of his death he was 
a Director of the National Bank of Grand Haven, 
President of the Ottawa County Booming Com- 
pany, a Director of the Grand River & Greenville 
Log Rolling Company, and his wealth, the income 
from these various concerns, was estimated at a- 
half million. Socially, he was connected with the 
Masonic fraternity and Odd Fellows* society. In 
politics, he was a Democrat, but was never a poli- 
tician in the sense of otifice-seeking. However, he 
made an excellent^ run in 1868 for State Sena- 
tor, and though the Republicans were greatly m 
the majority he was defeated by only a few 
votes. He was a public-spirited man, generous 
and benevolent, and never failed to respond to 
any call for aid in public improvement. Churches, 



132 



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 



schools and charities always found in him a val- 
uable friend, and the poor and needy were never 
turned from his door empt3'-handed. In cool, 
clear judgment he had few equals, never losing 
perfect control, no matter what the emergenc}'. 
His advice to a man in an emergency, was " Cut 
down your expenses and keep cool." He had the 
respect of all with whom business or social rela- 
tions brought him in contact, and his word was as 
good as his bond. He passed away April 11, 1881, 
and in his death the community lost one of its 
best citizens, his associates a faithful fri(;nd, and 
his family* a loving husband ami father. 
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^Sf^AVID A. WILSON, a successful lumhor- 
jj) man of Muskegon, Mich., and the cnicient 
Alderman representing the Fifth Ward in 
the Common Council, is a native of his 
home cit}', and, born SepteinlHir 6, I Hi);'), has ever 
since attaining his majority l)ecn intinintely asso- 
ciated with the progressive interests of his birth- 
place, and is widely known as an enterprising 
citizen and man of sterling integrity. The father 
of our subject, Matthew Wilson, a pioneer lum- 
berman of Michigan and President of the I'^nion 
National Bank of Muskegon, continues a resident 
of the city where he settled in 18o5, and, engag- 
ing in lumbering, rapidly amassed a competence. 
Financially prospered, and a man of public spirit, 
he in 1889 organized the bank with which he is 
now prominently connected as the principal stock- 
holder, Director and President. The estimable 
mother, Mrs. Mary L. Wilson, was likewise iden- 
tified with the early history of Muskegon, and, a 
lady of worth and intelligence, was recognized as 
an important factor in the social life of the city. 
David A. completed the course of instruction in 
the Muskegon High School in 1883, graduating 
with honor. Immediately after leaving school he 
energetically entered into the lumber business and, 
anxious to acquire a practical training and master 
every detail, began his apprenticeship in the 



woods, and later became superintendent of the 
woods business for his father. 

Our subject is one of the largest stockholders in 
the Maxwell Lumber Company, of Muskegon. 
Winning his way rapidly to a leading business 
position, he is also one of the principal stoc-khold- 
ers and a Director of the Magom <fe Kimball Coal 
Company, of Muskegon. Attaining a self-reliant 
and intelligent manhood in his native city, Mr. Wil- 
son pOv^^sesses a host of friends, his genial manners, 
courteous bearing and fine physique attracting all 
with whom he conies in contact, either in social or 
business relations. A general favorite in society, 
our subject received the congratulations and best 
wishes of a numerous acquaintance when, upon 
^larch 2, 1892, he was united in marriage with 
Miss Maud F. Marvin, daughter of Dr. Le Ray 
Marvin, a native of New York, but a longr-time 
and highly regarded citizen of Muskegon. The 
mother of Mrs. Wilson, Ellen (Dyer) Marvin, 
born in Ohio, was a direct descendant of the Dyer 
family who, emigrating to America in the *' May- 
flower," founded in this country a branch of the 
Dyers who have given to the United States some 
of her bravest and most enterprising citizens, men 
of learning and business ability, and women of 
culture and broad intelligence. The accomplished 
wife of our subject, a lady of refinement and win- 
ning i)resence, is a most gracious hostess, and she 
and her husband, in their magnificent home, No, 
37 Peck Street, Muskegon, entertain royally many 
of the most distinguished people of the Wolver- 
ine State. 

Politically a Democrat, Mr. Wilson is a leader 
in the local councils of the party, and while his 
ward is one of the strongholds of the city Repub- 
licans, was elected upon the Democratic ticket by 
a handsome majority. In his official position 
zealous in the service of the city and true to the 
best interests of his constituents, our subject coni- 
niands universal confidence and esteem. He is 
fraternally associated with Lovell Moore Lodge 
No. 182, A. F. <fe A. M., and is likewise a mem- 
ber of Lodge No. 48, B. P. O. C, the Grand 
Lodge being located at Cleveland, Ohio. Possessing 
quick discernment and keen judgment, and being 
prompt to grasp a situation, Mr. Wilson has won 
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his way to a high place among the substantial 
business men and capitalists of the State, and in 
the handling of large moneyed interests and pub- 
lic trusts has exhibited an executivci ability which 
assures his able fulfillment of every obligation of 
life as a friend, citizen and public man, faithfully 
aiding in the general welfare and upward prog- 
ress of his fellow-men. 





NDRP:W J. EMLA W. Mr. Eralaw, formerly 
one of the foremost lumber manufacturers 
ift of Grand Haven, Mich., is now retired 
from the active duties of life, and lives 
in the enjoyment of a handsome home on Frank- 
lin Street, Grand Haven. IJis long life of indus- 
try and usefulness, and his record for integrity 
and true-hearted faithfulness in all the relations of 
life, have given him a strong hold upon the com- 
munity which all might well desire to share. His 
career is an example of the prosperity that comes 
to him who strives, for his success in life has not 
been the result of chance, but of his individual 
and continuous efforts. Mr. Emlaw is a native of 
Vermont, a State always suggestive of the honest, 
hard and rugged character in human life, and was 
bom in Alburgh Springs February 5, 1829. 

His parents, Michael and Wealthy (Maxfield) 
Emlaw, were both natives of the Empire State. 
The father was born on the shore of Lake Cham- 
plain in 1800. He was a cooper by trade and an 
honCdt, industrious man. Mi's. Emlaw was the 
daughter of Isaac Maxfield and of Scotch descent. 
By her marriage to Mv, Emlaw she became the 
mother of eight children, the original of this no- 
tice being sixth in order of birth. The early edu- 
cational advantages of our subject were received 
in the distiict schools of Franklin County, N. Y., 
and later he learned the trade of a millwright. 
In the year 1849 he came to Michigan and located 
in Grand Haven, where he followed his trade and 
was also engaged in building sawmills up to 1866, 



when he formed a partnership with C. L. Storrs 
<fe Co., the firm continuing under the title for five 
years, when it was changed to Reynolds & Emlaw. 
This firm manufactured pine lumber and continued 
the business successfuly up to 1875, when the mill 
burned. In 1881 the Grand Haven Lumber Com- 
pany was organized with C. Boyden as President, 
Mr. Eralaw Vice-President and H. C. A. Keley 
as Secretary and Treasurer. Mr. Emlaw is sole 
owner of the gas plant of Grand Haven. 

Our subject remained in the business until 1885, 
when he retired, and is now living a happy, con- 
tented life. He has ever been interested in the 
public weal, is generous in his support of worthy 
measures, and is a model citizen, as all who are 
acquainted with him know. The soul of honesty 
in all his business transactions, by his correct 
mode of living he has made numerous warm and 
faithful friends. Blood will surely tell, and men 
who come from good and honored ancestors, and 
are reared in an atmosphere of honesty and good 
principles, will assuredly make their mark in what- 
ever field of labor fate may destine them to work. 
Mr. Eralaw was married in 1872 to Miss Louisa 
Bentham, of Grand Haven, Mich., and two children 
have blessed this union, Harlan S. and Martha L. 
Mr. Em law's views are embodied in the declara- 
tions of the Republican party, and his vote is cast 
with that organization. 
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f^ RNEST A. WORDEN. With the develop- 
^ ment and advancement of any great com- 
^ mon wealth are indissolubly connected the 



names and careers of certain men who, uniting 
their efforts, and with the love of thfeir country at 
heart, have sought the advancement of their re- 
spective callings, and thus reflected credit not 
only upon themselves, but upon their professions 
and their State. Thus it is that Michigan has 
within her borders many men to whoift she may 
justly point the finger of pride, and whose names 
are inseparably connected with her advancement, 
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morally, intellectually and financiall}'. Standing 
pre-en)incntnmong the real-estate dealers of Muske- 
gon, Mich., is Ernest A. Worden, who has made his 
name of enduring value in this city. 

This worthy representative of the real-estate in- 
terests of Muskegon County is a native of Mich- 
igan, born in Utica, Macomb County, Septem- 
ber 2, 1852. His parents, Carey and Mary E. 
(Madison) Worden, were natives of New York and 
New Hampshire, rej'pectivel}', the father born in 
Dutchess County August 1, 1809, and the mother 
in Chester March 26, 1819. The former is still 
living and makes his home in Almont, Lapeer 
County, Mich. For many years he was a merchant 
in the Lake State. His wife died on tlie 31st of 
July, 1861, in Almont, Mich. They were the par- 
ents of four children, our subject being third in 
order of birth. This was his father's second 
union. 

When two years of age, our subject was taken 
by his parents to Almont, Mich., and tliere,assoon 
as old enough, he begnn attending the district 
school. Later he entered the Iligli Scliool, and af- 
ter finishing there began clerkin<; in his father's 
store, remaining in the same until eighteen years 
of age. He then came to Muskegon County, and 
in 1872 began clerking in the dry -goods store of 
Smith & Piatt, at Muskegon, where he remained 
until 1880. That year he embarked in the dry- 
goods business on his own account, and continued 
the same until the fall of 1889, when he sold out 
and went South and East in search of hcaltli. Re- 
turning to Muskegon in 1890, he embarked in the 
real-estate business, and is dealing very extensively 
in city property. He is conducting transactions 
in all branches of the business, buying, selling, ex- 
changing, etc., and is well equipped and prepared 
to attend to orders and commissions promptly and 
satisfactorily. 

In his choice of a life companion he selected 
Miss Lida T. Merrill, a native of Muskegon, Mich., 
and the daughter of E. W. Merrill. Their union 
was solemnized in 1876, and they have one daugli- 
ter, whose birth occurred May 28, 1884. They 
have an elegant residence situated iu the center of 
the block, and this neat home is of the latest 
style of architecture, is situated on one of the best 



paved streets of the city, and in a good neighbor- 
hood. Sociall}', Mr. Worden is a Royal Arch Ma- 
son, and, pohtically, a stanch Democrat. He and 
his wife are held in high esteem in the community, 
and take a leading part in all worthy movements. 
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(TU. ON. THOMAS WHITE FERRY, of Grand 
^^ Haven, who was from 1875 to 1877 Presi- 
dent of the United States Senate, and actr 
ing Vice-President of the United States,wa8 
born at Mackinac, June 1, 1827, and was but seven 
years old when he removed with his parents to the 
wild home at Grand Haven, to experience the 
hardships and advei-sities of pioneer life. He 
received a common -school education and was bred 
to business pursuits. With the exception of two 
years spent as a clerk in a store in Illinois, ho re- 
mained a co-laborer with his father until the 
latter*s death, in 1867. In partnership with his 
brotluM', E. P. Ferry, he later continued the lum- 
ber business, which under his general management 
was prosecuted with energy and success. 

lie early manifested an interest in public mat- 
ters, and at the age of twenty-one years was chosen 
County Clerk of Ottawa County. Two years later, 
in 1850, he was elected a Representative to the 
Michigan Legislature to serve a term of two years. 
In 1856 he was elected State Senator for two years. 
For eight years he was an active member of the 
State Republican Committee. He was a delegate- 
at-large, and one of the Vice-Presidents of the 
National Republican Convention at Chicago in 
1860, which nominated Abraham Lincoln. In 
1863 he was appointed Commissioner for Michigan 
of tlie Soldiers' National Cemetery at Gettysburg. 
In 1864 he was elected a Representative to the 
Thirty-ninth Congress, and was re-elected success- 
ively to the Fortieth, Forty-fii*8t and Forty-second 
Congresses, serving on some of the most important 
committees. In January, 1871, after an exciting 
contest, he was elected United States Senator for 
six years. He consequently surrendered his fourth- 
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term place in the House of Representatives of the 
Forty-second Congress, and took his place in the 
Senate March 4, 1871. His services of six years 
in the House, and the legislative experience there 
obtained, were recognized when he entered the 
Senate. He was chosen Chairman of the Committee 
on Revision of Rules; afterwards was repeatedly 
elected President pro tempore of the Senate; and by 
virtue of this office, upon the death of Vice-Presi- 
dent Wilson, became Acting Vice-President of the 
United States. He was president of the joint 
meeting of the two houses of ('ongress during the 
intensely exciting count of the electoral votes 
resulting in the choice of President Ha3'es and 
Vice-President Wheeler. In this position he 
acquitted himself with such impartiality and abil- 
ity, that he was re-elected March 4, 1877, by a 
unanimous vote President pro tempore of the 
Senate. In January, 1877, he was re-elected 
United States Senator, to serve for the term of six 
years. In early life he acted with the Whigs, but 
joined the Republican party as soon as it was 
organized, and at once became a zealous advocate 
of its principles. In every campaign since 1860? 
lie has canvassed the State in behalf of the Repub- 
lican candidate. As a public speaker his power 
lies in his earnest language, concise statements and 
sound logic, without any attempt at eloquence or 
oratorical displa}'. His course in Congress has 
met with the general approbation of the people of 
all parties in Michigan. He has done much to ad- 
vance the interests of his native State. To his 
efforts Michigan is generally indebted for the 
generous river and harbor improvements which 
have so materially aided in developing her re- 
sources and in preserving the lives and property 
of her citizens. It was mainly through his efforts, 
also, that the beautiful Island of Mackinac, or as 
much of it as belongs to the United States, has 
been converted into a National Park. He also 
labored zealously in the cause of the soldiers and 
sailors of Michigan who participated in the late 
Civil War. His speeches on finance have been 
widely read and are highly valued. He has done 
much to perfect the postal system, and his work 
on the Committee on Postoffices and Post Roads 
has elicited the highest praise from the press 



throughout the country. The present rules of the 
United States Senate, adopted by that body under 
his revision and report, are a standing tribute to 
his ability as a parliamentarian. To promote the 
general welfare has been the object of his Con- 
gressional life. An indefatigable worker, cour- 
teous and upright, his career reflects honor upon 
his State and country. 



/" *i»=:«8»==«8» 



^S^ROF. DANIEL J. MORI ARTY, known all 
Jl) over the county as "Uncle Dan,'* belongs 
. ^ to one of the Irish-American families of 
I \ Muskegon, Mich., and no one is better 
known for earnest industry and devotion to duty, 
as well as for the intelligent management of his 
affaii*s, than he. He has been sufficiently shrewd 
to grasp at every opix)rtunity offered for the 
bettering of his financial condition, but has never 
done so at the expense of his own self-respect, or 
by fraudulent means. He has labored faithfully 
for himself and family and is now possessed of a 
competence gained by energetic and well-directed 
efforts. He is well known to the people of Mus- 
kegon, and his correct mode of living has gained 
him a popularity which is merited in every re- 
spect. 

Our subject was born in Ireland in the year 
1813, and is the son of James and Bridget (Shea) 
Moriarty, natives also of the Emerald Isle. The 
father followed the occupation of a farmer in his 
native countr^^ and there passed his entire life. 
He was an honest, hard-working gentleman, and 
one whose career was ever upright and honorable. 
The mother, after the loss of her husband, came to 
this country, and made her home finally in this 
county, where she died. "Uncle Dan'* received his 
scholastic training in the common schools and 
later attended school at Dublin, receiving a thor- 
ough course of instruction in thatcit}'. Finishing 
his education, he came to America in 1866 and 
opened the Muskegon Hotel, later the Forest City 
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House, which he carried on successfully until 1874, 
^hen it was destroyed by fire and he sustained a 
heavy loss. 

Following his losses by fire, Mr. Moriarty em- 
barked in the jewelry business and has continued 
that up to the present time. No man in the city 
occupies a higher position for energy, enterprise, 
public spirit, integrity and business rectitude than 
Mr. Moriarty. He is emphatically a business man, 
the carver of his own destiny, and has made it an 
honorable one. In the year 1833 he was married 
to Miss Mary Ann Marshall, the daughter of a 
Frenchman, and their nuptials were celebrated in 
New York City. They had an adopted daughter, 
Pearl Moriarty Power, who died in July, 1893. 
In polities, our subject is independent, voting for 
the man rather than the party, and has held a num- 
ber of prominent positions in the city. lie was first 
Alderman of the First Ward, then City Recorder, 
and while Alderman discharged the duties of act- 
ing Mayor repeatedly. 

When starting out in life for Inmself, ''Uncle 
Dan*' first engaged in teaching school, and was 
Superintendent of the schools of New York for 
three years. He was a laborious student, and in- 
vestigated very thoroughly every object that fell 
within his duties; nnd he is now a close rcasoner, 
a deep thinker, and an honorable, upright citizen. 
He has been an nrdent advocate of the cause of 
the laboring man and is interested in labor unions. 
Before *'Uncle Dan" came to this city he held the 
Chair of Abstract Mathematics and Logic in the 
Notre Dame (Ind.) University, which position he 
occupied for three years. 





ILLIAM D. KELLY. It is the men of 
broad and comprehensive views who give 
life to communities and build cities — men 
who in the darkness of adverse circumstances as 
well as in more favorable periods look be^'ond the 
clouds and have the pluck and energ\' and fore- 
sight to push forward their enterprises, extend 



speculation and fairly wrest success from calamity. 
Just such a man is William D. Kelly, who is the 
eflScient Secretary and Treasurer of Kelly Bros.' 
Manufacturing Company. He is a native of 3Iich- 
igan, born in Grand Rapids May 15, 1858, and 
the son of Daniel and Mary (Clancy) Kelly, both 
natives of Ireland. 

Daniel Kelly, father of the brothers from whom 
the company takes its name, removed from Grand 
Rapids to Muskegon in 1865. He had encouraged 
the genius of his sons from their earliest eflforts, 
and when this firm was formed became the senior 
partner. Success achieved by honest industry is 
proverbial among Muskegon manufacturers, and 
the enterprise of the Kelly brothers is a conspic- 
uous example of this fact. In the schools of Mus- 
keg(jn our subject received a good practical edu- 
cation, and besides learning the cabinet-maker's 
trade he also learned that of ship-building. In 
fact, he has proven himself a genius with tools. 
His designs are original and of the most unique 
character, and no man in Michigan possesses 
rarer qualities in that direction. He does all the 
designing for the extensive works of Kelly Bros. 

In schoolboy days, being ambitious to help 
themselves, William D. and his brother John 
built a small ferry-boat to run on Muskesron 
Lake, one acting as captain and the other taking 
charge of the engine. • The venture proved a suc- 
cess, and from their earnings they were able to 
build a larger and better boat and finally* to launch 
in their business career as manufacturers. In 1883 
they organized the Kelly Bros.' Manufacturing 
Company with a capital stock of 140,000, but have 
increased it to $60,000. To-day they have an ex- 
tensive manufactory in Muskegon Heights and 
give employment to one hundred and fifty men. 
Their two-story brick building has two hundred 
and sixt3'-six feet front on McKinney Avenue, 
extending back one hundred and fifty feet, giving 
a floor spjice of fifty thousand feel. Their spec- 
ialty' is fine interior decoration and interior finish. 
The}' make all the cases for the Lyon «fe Healy 
Organ Company of Chicago, and the Rigway Re- 
frigerators of Philadelphia, and have filled numer- 
ous extensive contracts for inside finishing, among 
which may be mentioned the llackley Library and 
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man}' elegant residences in Muskegon, the Cuya- 
hoga Building in Cleveland, and the recent fitting 
of the immense refrigerators in the Hotel Lexing- 
ton and Hotel Plaza in Chicago. Their lumber 
sheds and dry-kilns are extensive and thoroughly 
equipped. A one hundred and forty hor^e power 
Corliss engine furnishes power for the works, and 
a one hundred and fifty incandescent electric light 
plant is maintained for illuminating. 
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bEORGE N. COBB. After many years spent 
in the pursuit of divers occupations in 
various States, Mr. Cobb, in 1869, perma- 
nently located in Norton Township, Muskegon 
Count}^, where he now engages in raising fruit 
and also follows the vocation of a general farmer. 
While his estate is not large, aggregating about 
seventy acres, it is well improved and under ex- 
cellent cultivation, proving to a close observer the 
fact that the owner is a man of sound judgment 
and intelligence. 

Born in Hartford County, Conn., on the 21st of 
February', 1816, the subject of this sketch is the 
son of Rev. Amos B. and Mehilable (Hatliaway) 
Cobb, natives Of Connecticut. The father, who 
was a man of broad knowledge and eloquence, 
served for many years in the ministry of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. About 1821 he re- 
moved to Massachusetts, where he resided for four 
years, and from there proceeded to New York, 
where he held a number of pastorates in various 
places. In 1831 he came to Michigan and became 
one of the earliest settlers of Lenawee Countv. 
During the following year he removed to Kalama- 
zoo County and made settlement on Prairie Ronde, 
where his death occurred in December, 1876, at the 
age of eighty-six years. He was a man of strong 
character and possessed the perseverance and en- 
ergy that had characterized his English ancestors. 
His wife also died at Prairie Ronde, passing away 
about 1855. 

In the parental familj^ there were five children: 



Alonzo D., who served in the Black Hawk War; 
George N., of this sketch; Algernon; David, who 
died in Wilmington, III.; and Fannie, who passed 
away while residing in Iowa. The only surviving 
member of the family is the subject of this brief 
notice. He passed the years of childhood and 
youth beneath the parental roof, ar.d was a mere 
lad when he gained a thorough familiarity with 
agricultural pursuits by laboring on his father's 
farm. At the age of twenty he commenced to 
work for himself, and for a time was in the em- 
ploy of a farmer residing at Ionia, Mich. After 
working for him during two summer seasons, he 
returned to Prairie Ronde, where he stayed one 
winter. 

From Michigan proceeding to Illinois, Mr. Cobb 
made the journey via Lake Michigan from St. 
Joseph to Chicago, and visited the latter city when 
it had a population of only eight thousand inhab- 
itants. From there he went to Boone County, 1 11., 
where he spent one year, working by the month at 
anything he could find to do. Next he removed 
to Wisconsin, where he spent about three years in 
the pineiies, sixty miles from the nearest postoffice. 
Thence returning to Racine County, Wis., he 
stayed for ten years there, being occupied princi- 
pally .as a teamster between Milwaukee and Chi- 



cago. 



Soon after the close of the Civil War, Mr. Cobb 
removed to northwestern Missouri, where he re- 
sided until 1869, engaged in farming pursuits. 
Coming to Michigan in the year above named, he 
traded some wild land in Wisconsin for forty-five 
acres in Muskegon County, of which about five 
acres had been improved. Through diligent ex- 
ertions and untiring efforts, he has placed the 
principal part of his estate under excellent culti- 
vation, and, although not the largest, it is con-, 
ceded to be one of the best farms in Norton Town- 
ship. Farming has been the principal occupation 
of his life, but he has also been otherwise engaged 
at various times. For fifteen years he managed 
and operated a box factory on the bank of I^ke 
Harbor. 

The marriage of Mr. Cobb occurred in the town 
of Texas, Kalamazoo County, Mich., in 1848, and 
united him with Miss Helen Tabor, who was born 
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in New York. She is the daughler of Abram and 
Eliza Tabor, early settlors of Kalamazoo County, 
both of whom resided there until death. Unto 
our subject and his wife there were born two chil- 
dren, one of whom, Lester G., is deceased. The 
only surviving child is Rush B., who is now mas- 
ter of a steamboat on Spring Lake. In politics 
Mr. Cobb has always been a strong adherent, first 
of the Whig party and later of the Republican. 
His father was also a strong Whig sympathizer 
and later became a Republican, but at the time 
of the nomination of Horace Greeley for the Pres- 
idency be changed his views and gave that famous 
Democrat his firm allegiance and his ballot. Our 
subject cast his first Presidential vote for Henry 
Clay. He has served in a number of political ca- 
pacities, and has been prominent in the public life 
of the community. For a time he represented his 
township on the County Board of Supervisors, 
and he has also ofliciated as Justice of the Peace. 
Socially, he has been a member of the Independ- 
ent Order of Fellows at Kenosha, Wis., for many 
years. 






OVERT KEPPEL is numbered among the 
successful and efficient business men of 
Zeeland, where he has resided for many 
years. He is a native of the province of South 
Holland, and was bom December 15, 1839, being 
the son of Huibert and Margaret (De Jong) Kep- 
pel. His paternal grandparents. Tennis and Jen- 
neke Keppel, were also of Dutch birth and parent- 
age. Huibert Keppel was born February 12, 1805, 
and grew to manhood in the land of his nativity. 
In 1847, accompanied by his family, he took pas- 
sage on a vessel bound for America, but was ship- 
wrecked and obliged to remain in England for 
nine weeks before the ship could pursue its on- 
ward course. Although he left Holland in Octo- 
ber, he did not land in New Orleans until the 14th 
of the following April. 



Having a brother in Keokuk, Iowa, Huibert 
Keppel proceeded up the Mississippi River to that 
point, and in May, 1848, came to Zeeland, Mich., 
where he purchased a yoke of oxen and eighty 
acres of land. In addition to farming interests, 
he also engaged extensively in buying and selling 
fiour, meeting with considerable success in that 
undertaking. Politically, he is a Republican, and 
has served in numerous ofificial capacities, among 
which may be mentioned that of member of the 
School Board. In the Reformed Church he occu- 
pied the position of Deacon for many years. He 
is a man of energy and high capabilities, and al- 
though he has met with many obstacles in life, 
success has crowned his well-directed efforts and 
he now occupies a prominent position among the 
citizens of his community. 

Huibert Keppel has been three times married, 
and by his first union had nine children, six of 
whom survived to mature years: Kunder, whose 
death occurred in Zeeland; Teunis, who enlisted 
in the Thirteenth Michigan Infantry, and died in 
the Kalamazoo Hospital; Jenneke; Govert; Her- 
i)eit, who died at the age of forty-three; and Dirk, 
who enlisted in Company D, Twenty-fifth Michi- 
gan Infantry, and was killed on Wilmington Is- 
land, near the city of Savannah, April 16, 1862. 
The mother of these children died in Holland in 
1844. She was a daughter of Govert De Jong, a 
hotel-keeper in that country. The second wife of 
Mr. Keppel was Dirkje Den Hertog, who died in 
Zeeland. The third wife was Mi-s. Boar, who is 
now deceased. 

After carrying on his studies in the district 
schools for a few years, our subject began to make 
his own way in the world, at the age of twelve. 
He remained in his father's employ until he was 
twenty-five, after which he engaged in the mer- 
cantile business in Zeeland for two years. Subse- 
quent to this, he purchased an eighty-acre farm, 
where for four years he tilled the soil and success- 
fully conducted agricultural i)ursuits. Upon dis- 
posing of his farm in 1872, he embarked in the 
milling business, and in 1877 purchased a one- 
third interest in the co ;ern. Later he bought 
out the interests of hi artners, and now owns 
the mill, which he has atly improved and ren- 








/ 



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 



141 



dered more valuable by the introduction of the 
roller s^'stem. 

In addition to the milling business, Mr. Kcppei 
has other valuable interests in the village where 
he makes his home. He was one of the organizers 
of the furniture factory, in which he is now a 
stockholder. He is a stanch Republican in poli- 
tics, and is now serving his fourth term as Presi- 
dent of the village, in which capacity he has ren- 
dered excellent service to his fellow-citizens, and 
has been instrumental in introducing a number of 
needed improvements. As a member of the School 
Board, his labors have been effective in promoting 
a high grade of scholarship and in secunng the 
teachers best qualified for the work of instruction. 

June 26, 1865, Mr. Keppel was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Magdalena M., daughter of John 
and Magdalena M. (Muelendyk) De Pree. They 
were the parents of seven children, six of whom 
are living: Huibert, John, Tennis, Magdalena M., 
Margaret and Allie. One child, Magdalena, died 
at the age of two j'ears. The religious home of 
the family is in the Dutch Reformed Church. As 
the architect of his own fortune, having through 
energy and tireless effort secured a large measure 
of success, Mr. Keppel is deserving of the high re- 
gard in which he is held by all who know him, 
and is entitled to more than passing notice in 
enumerating the successful men of Ottawa County. 




jl^ ON. NELSON DE LONG. At the Bar of 
; the State of Michigan many men have 
won brilliant triumphs, but none have at- 
tained a greater fame than that which a 
just recognition of his talents brings to Mr. De 
Long, who is conceded to be the ablest jury 
lawyer in central and westera Michigan. To him 
belongs the distinction of having won a larger num- 
ber of cases than any attorney in this part of the 
State. In addition to his professional labors, he 
bas held with honor various local positions of 
trust, and has twice been chosen Mayor of Muske- 



gon. As chief executive he vigorously promoted 
the interests of the city and made an enviable 
record, which, in connection with other qualities, 
has contributed to his popularity throughout the 
city and county. 

A native of Michigan, our subject was born in 
Essex, Clinton County, November 6, 1848. His 
parents, Nelson and Lydia A. (Ayers) DcLong, 
were widely known and highly esteemed in the 
Wolverine State. The father, an industrious man 
and upright citizen, was a farmer by occupation 
and a practical general agriculturist. Emigrating 
from the Empire State, he located in Clinton 
County, where he made his home until his death, in 
1891. He came to Michigan a young man full of 
ambition and eainest purpose to win his way in 
life, and was successful in his vocation. A pioneer 
of Clinton County, he shared the privations of 
the early days, and, clearing, cultivating and im- 
proving the land, participated in the promotion of 
the farming interests of his adopted State. His 
beloved wife, daughter of John Ayera, entered 
into rest many years before her husband, passing 
awaj' in 1874. 

Our subject was the fourth of the seven chil- 
dren, of whom five yet survive. Reared upon the 
old homestead in Clinton County, he attended 
the public school of Essex and assisted his father 
in the care of the farm, devoting a large part of 
his time to agricultural pui'suits until he had 
reached nineteen years, when he enjoyed the ben- 
efits of instruction in the Normal School at Maple 
Rapids. Having completed his studies in the lat- 
ter well-known institution, he taught school for a 
time and then entered the law department of the 
State University at Ann Arbor, from which he was 
graduated March 29, 1871. He then located in 
Maple Rapids and began the practice of his pro- 
fession. 

Succeeding as an advocate at the Bar, Mr. De 
Long likewise met with public favor, and was 
elected Justice of the Peace and also held the im- 
portant position of Circuit Court Commissioner. 
In the month of August, 1873, he removed to 
Muskegon and opened an oflSce for the general 
practice of law. In a brief time he entered into 
partnership with Joab Baker, under the firm name 
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of Baker & De Long, the partnership continu- 
ing until 1875, when Mr. Baker retired from the 
firm. Mr. De Long continued the practice of his 
profession alone until 1881, when he formed a 
partnership with William W. and Eugene Fellows, 
under the firm name of De Long, Fellows <fe Fel- 
lows. In the fall of 187G, he was chosen to fill 
the office of Prosecuting Attorney and served in 
that capacity for one terra. In 1880 he was re- 
elected, holding the position until June, 1882, 
when he resigned. P'orming a partnership with F. 
W. Cook and Eugene Fellows, under the firm title 
of Cook, De Long <fe Fellows, he conducted his 
practice in this connection until November 10, 
1884. 

In the spring of 1882, Mr. De Long made the 
race for Mayor on the laboring men's ticket 
against a prominent Democrat, who was nomi- 
nated by the Republiitans and Democrats. Not- 
withstanding this opposition, he was elected by 
the handsome majority of nine hundred and sixty- 
one votes. In 1883, he was re-elected cliief exec- 
utive of the city. He formed a law purtneri^hip 
with James O'Hara in 1887, and the firm contin- 
ued until August, 1893. In 1887 he was promi- 
nently brought before the [)eople as candidate for 
Circuit Judge, on the Democratic ticket, but, the 
district being overwhelmingly Kepul)lican, he suf- 
fered defeat. From 1889 to 1891, he served as 
Attorney of the city of Muskegon. In 1893 he 
was again noixjinated on the Democratic ticket for 
the position of Judge of the Fourteenth Judicial 
Circuit, composed of Muskegon and Oceana Coun- 
ties, and his popularity at home is attested by the 
fact that he Imd a majority of nearly one thou- 
sand in Muskegon County. Oceana, however, con- 
tributing to his o[)ponent's majority, secured the 
defeat of Mr. De Long. 

June 27, 1872, occurred the marriage of Nelson 
De Long and Miss Jennie L. McCartney, an ac- 
complished young lady residing in Maple Rapids, 
Mich., and the daughter of Robert and Lou (Web- 
ster) McCartney. The maternal grandfather of 
Mrs. De Long was Lyman Webster, a man of abil- 
ity and high position. In February, 1890, Mrs. 
De Long departed this life, leaving one child, a 
daughter, Nina L., who resides with her father in 



their beautiful home at No. 98 Rawson Street, 
Muskegon. Mr. De Long and his daughter oc- 
cupy a position of distinction in sK>cial circles and 
enjoy the regard of their acquaintances. 
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ON. DWIGHT CUTLER. Every roan in 
the United States, by birth or its equiv- 
alent, shares or is a share-owner in the glo- 
rious privileges of our Government to 
forge through the ranks of the many and become 
one of the few. A man who possesses the ability 
to do this, who by yeai^s of patient toil and un- 
swerving loyalty to truth and integrity forces his 
way through the multitudes of others equally as am- 
bitious and determined, and wrests from the world 
a meed of victory, does not need a piece of aca- 
demic parchment, learnedly inscribed, to make his 
life valuable to the community in which he lives, 
for by his sterling methods and his high moral 
purpose he has become a leadmg factor in the 
conservatism of the good government of his com- 
munity and a valuable example to those whose 
efforts in human progress have just begun. Such 
a man is lion. Dwight Cutler, President of the 
First National Bank of Grand Haven, and one of 
the most prominent business men of that thriving 
city. 

Mr. Cutler is a product of the old Bay State, 
born in Amherst, November 14, 1830, and is the 
son of Dr. Isaac G. and Nancy (Hastings) Cut- 
ler. Great-grandfather Cutler was a native of 
Wales, but came to America at an early date, and 
his grandson was one of the first settlers of Am- 
herst, Mass., where he and his wife passed the re- 
mainder of their days. Dr. Cutler was one of the 
most eminent physicians and surgeons of his day, 
and his extensive practice continued until his 
death, in 1834, when our subject was but four 
years of age. Mrs. Cutler's father was one of the 
first settlers of Amherst, Mass., and was a man of 
considerable prominence. 

The original of this notice received his scholastic 
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training in Williston Seminary, Easthampton, 
Mass., and * took a special course of instruction. 
When about eighteen years of age he made his 
way to Grand Haven, Mich., and entered the em- 
ploy of Gilbert <fe Co., forwarding and commission 
merchants, continuing with that company for 
three years and meeting with unusual success. 
During that period he purchased a number of ves- 
sels, both sail and steam, that were used in con- 
nection with his business. In 1860 Mr. Cutler 
commenced the lumber manufacturing business 
with Hunter Savidge, of Spring Lake, a village 
two miles distant fiom New Haven, and bought a 
sawmill known as the old Hopkins Mill. Since 
then Mr. Cutler and his partner have bought one 
mill, built another, and formed a stock company 
with a paid capital of $500,000. This is the larg- 
est lumber manufacturing firm in western Mich- 
igan. The}' handle upwards of one hundred mill- 
ion feet of lumber in one season, but average 
about fort}' million annually. 

This firm had large wholesale lumber yards in 
Michigan City, Indianapolis and South Bend, Ind., 
and in Detroit, Mich., and they ship their lumber to 
almost all parts of the United States, while their 
miils and lumber interests give employment to 
over five hundred men most of the year. Thc}' 
own extensive tracts of pine land tributary to 
Grand River. In 1872 Mr. Cutler erected the 
largest and finest hotel building in the State of 
Michigan. It stands on Washington Street, in 
Grand Haven, is an ornament to the city, and is 
known abroad as a Grand Haven summer resort. 
It was named for himself, being called the Cutler 
PIouse,and cost, including furniture, etc., 1200,000. 
The architecture of the building is most beautiful, 
defying criticism, and the inner appointments are 
excellent. The same year Mr. Cutler, with others, 
organized the First National Bank of that city, 
and held his connection with the same for twenty 
years. The charter expiring, he helped to organ- 
ize the National Bank of Grand Haven and was 
made President, which position he has held since. 
This is one of the solid institutions of the State of 
Michigan and is located in the Cutler Block. 
During 1870 and 1871 Mr. Cutler held the office 
of Mayor of Grand Haven and discharged the 



duties of that important position in a most eflS- 
cient manner. He has filled the oflSce of School 
Trustee for nearly twenty years, but has never 
aspired, however, to the honors of public position, 
having declined to accept any of the State or na- 
tional oflSces his friends profi'ered him. 

In politics, our subject is independent, voting 
for the man, irrespective of party, and his religious 
views are embodied in the faith of the Unitarian 
Church, of which he i5 a worth}' member. He is 
public-spirited in the highest degree and takes a 
deep interest in national, State and county affairs, 
and every effort tending to the enhancement of 
the public welfare has his unqualified support. 
He is now sixty-three years of age, in the full en- 
joyment of health, and has been a resident of 
Grand Haven many years, during which time he 
has identified himself with every worthy enterprise, 
his brilliant mental qualities fitting him in an ad- 
mirable manner to lead whenever he so desired. 

Mr. Cutler was married on the 10th of February, 
1858, to Miss Frances E. Slay ton, of Stowe, Vt, 
and five children have been given them: Millicent 
S.; Esther P., wife of John N. Bagley, of Detroit, 
Mich.; Dwight, Frances and Mary. During his 
first year in Michigan Mr. Cutler received $50 and 
his board, but his splendid business acumen brought 
him to the front, and he is now one of the promi- 
nent capitalists and representative business men 
of the State. 
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^^l^ ON. DANIEL UPTON, Sr., deceased, a 
ji highly esteemed pioneer settler of Michi- 
gan, who throughout a long career of hon- 
ored usefulness in the Wolverine State 
held with efficiency and integrity liigh positions 
of trust, passed to his rest at Muskegon Heights 
June 30, 1893, mourned as a public loss. Born 
in Newburg, Dutchess County, N. Y., August 
27, 1818, our subject was only seventeen yeai-s of 
age when, a bright ambitious youth, he came with 
his parents to Jackson, Mich., and from 1835 until 
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his demise, a period of almost three-score years, 
was as a leading citizen intimately associated with 
the development of the great West. His father, 
Samuel Upton, a native of Providence, R. I., sur- 
vived his removal to Michigan many years, passing 
away about a quarter of a century later, upon 
January 3, 1860. He was a man of upright char- 
acter and steadfast purpose and commanded the 
high regard of all who knew him. The paternal 
grandfather, also Samuel Upton, was a long-time 
resident of Rhode Island, making his home for 
many years in Providence. The Uptons were 
originally subjects of Great Britian, but emigrated 
from P^ngland to the United States in an early 
period of our Colonial history. The mother, in 
maidenhood Charlotte Frost, born in Westchester 
County, N. Y^, was the descendant of a long line 
of English forefathers, the Frosts settling in New 
England not long after the landing of the Pilgrim 
Fathers. 

Our subject passed the days of childhood in his 
birthplace, and received a good common-school 
education in the home district. His father was at i 
one time a prominent woolen manufacturer, and | 
acquired a comfortable competence. The Hon. i 
Daniel Upton, Sr., from 1859 to 1866 was widely | 
known as the popular County Clerk of Jackson 
County, and in 1866 was elected to the Legisla- 
ture, being sent from the second district of Jack- 
son County to the House of Representatives, 
where he served on important committees and 
faithfully discharged the duties entrusted to him 
by his constituents. In the fall of 1867 our sub- 
ject left his long-time home in Jackson, Mich., and 
permanently located in Muskegon, where for a 
twelvemonth he engaged in merchandising. Later 
he here conducted an extensive and profitable 
real-estate business, continuing in the same until 
his death. He had for many years been an expert 
on values of both inside and outside property, and 
in all matters of local improvement was animated 
with enthusiastic enterprise until the close of his 
life. In June, 1891, upon the organization and 
building of Muskegon Heights, he accepted the 
position as Clerk of the Heights, and with rare 
ability transacted every detail of the business de- 
volving upon him until smitten by mortal illness. 



From 1876 until 1880, Mr. Upton rendered most 
satisfactory decisions as Justice of the Peace and 
Police Judge of Muskegon, and efficiently holding 
this position as he did the other offices with which 
the public honored him, possessed the universal 
regard of his fellow-citizens. 

Upon November 2, 1848, were united in mar- 
riage Daniel Upton and Miss Mary E. Strong. The 
latter was born in Lansing, Tompkins County, 
N. Y., and was a daughter of Edward and Harriet 
A. (Egan) Strong, the former a native of Tomp- 
kins County, N. Y. Her mother was a native of 
Johnstown, Fulton County, N. Y. Our subject 
and his worthy wife became the parents of two 
sons and one daughter. Edward S., the eldest- 
born, is a citizen of Lake Harbor, Mich.; Daniel, 
Jr., resides in Muskegon; Cornelia C. is the wife 
of Charles Pett, of Fernandina, Nassau County, 
Fla. Mrs. Upton, surviving, is a member of the 
Episcopal Church, but our subject, clinging to the 
simple form of worship maintained by bis ances- 
tors, was an Orthodox Quaker, a devout Christian 
man, whose rule of life was to do unto others as 
he desired them to do unto him. A true friend 
in the hour of need, a citizen of high piinciple 
and fidelity, the memor}' of the Hon. Daniel Upton 
will long be precious in the hearts of the many 
who knew and loved him. 




(^ j^lLLIAM H. 
\Jll Fruitport,is 
^^ N. Y., and ^ 



\\ j^lLLIAM H. STEVENSON, Postmaster at 

a native of Onondaga County, 
was born near the city of Syr- 
acuse, July 31, 1830. He traces his ancestry to 
one of three brothers who emigrated to America 
in company with William Penn and settled in 
Pennsj'lvania, where the descendants for many 
generations resided. The family was prominent 
in the Society of Friends, and possessed the noble 
traits of character noticeable among the Quakers. 
The father of our subject, William Stevenson, 
was born in New Jersey, and emigrating to New 
York when a young man spent his remaining years 
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in that State, dying in Cayuga County. His wife, 
whose maiden name was Sopliia Clark, was born 
in the Empire State and died in Illinois, whither 
she had gone with the intention of making her 
home with a son and daughter. Her remains were 
taken back to New York and interred in the old 
cemetery where several other members of the fam- 
ily had been laid to rest. She was the mother of 
five sons and two daughters, all but one of whom 
are still living. 

The fourth in order of birth is the subject of 
this sketch. A child of two years when his par- 
ents removed to Cayuga County, N. Y., he was 
there reared to manhood, receiving his primary 
education in the common schools and afterward 
attending the Auburn Academy and the school at 
Aurora. On the 30th of November, 1859, he was 
united in marriage with Miss Sarah A. Smith, who 
was born in Port Byron, N. Y., being a daughter 
of Walter H. and Nancy Smith. Our subject and 
his estimable wife are the parents of two sons and 
two daughters, namely: Augustus W.; William 
Clifton; Anna B.,the wife of Charles D. Collins, a 
resident of Grand Rapids, Mich.; and Jessie H., 
who is at home. 

During the late war no resident of Aubuni, 
N. Y., was more active than our subject in arous- 
ing the enthusiasm of every patriotic son of Amer- 
ica in our country's behalf. In 1861 he assisted 
in raising Company B, Seventy-fifth New York 
Infantry, of which he was chosen First Lieutenant. 
With the assistance of another gentleman he 
raised the Tenth Company, which he organized 
for service in the Union army. Indeed, he was so 
successful in securing recruits that he was sent 
back after going to the front in order to raise an- 
other company, and of this, upon organization, he 
was made Captain, serving in that capacity for 
about twelve months. Finally he was compelled 
to resign on account of poor health, after having 
very nearly suffered the loss of his sight. He par- 
ticipated in the bombardments of Ft. Pickens, be- 
ing temporary commander of the company at the 
time. 

During the year 1869 Mr. Stevenson emigrated 
from New York to Michigan, and, coming to Mus- 
kegon County, located in what is now Fruitport, 



having previously purchased a large tract of land 
here. Afterward he disposed of the major part of 
his possessions to what is known as the Fruitport 
Company, although he still retains the ownership 
of valuable property. He has witnessed the growth 
of the village and has been closely identified with 
its progress. In 1887 he was appointed Postmas- 
ter under the administration of President Cleve- 
land, and served throughout the entire period of 
President Harrison's administration and is still 
the incumbent of the office. A number of years 
since he was appointed Township Supervisor, and 
in 1890 was elected to that position; he has been 
re-elected each succeeding year and is the present 
representative of the township upon the County 
Board. Always an ardent Democrat, his first 
Presidential vote was cast for Franklin Pierce in 
1852, and he has since upheld the principles advo- 
cated by tlie Democratic party. In religious mat- 
ters he leans to the Congregational Church, of 
which his wife is a member. 
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^^EORGE T. HITCHCOCK^ the popular and 
III ^—^ efficient Superintendent of Lake Michigan 
^^jl Park, Muskegon, Mich., is especially well 
adapted to meet the demands of the public position 
which he occupies with intelligent ability' and a 
practical knowledge, clearly indicating that he is 
the right man for the place, and insuring to the city 
the proper management and supervision of one of 
the most charming garden spots of the State. Our 
subject is a native of Ireland, and was born in 
County Wexford March 10, 1845. His paternal 
grandfather, Thomas Hitchcock, by nativity an 
Englishman, when arrived at mature age removed 
to Ireland, where, remaining until his death, he 
reared to self-reliant usefulness his son and name- 
sake, Thomas, the father of our subject. Thomas 
Hitchcock, Jr., born, educated and married in the 
Emerald Isle, was a man of earnest purpose, ener- 
getic and enterprising, and finally determined to 
try his fortune in the United States. Crossing the 
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ocean and landing safely upon American shores, 
he journeyed to Michigan and settled in Muske- 
gon County, where he passed peacefully away af- 
ter a long life of busy industr}^ in 1887. The 
mother, Ann (Kcerfud) Hitchcock, likewise a na- 
tive of Ireland, emigrated with her husband and 
family to America, and died in 1885, in Muskegon 
County. 

Our subject, spending the days of early boyhood 
in Ireland, there attended the common schools, 
and had arrived at thirteen years of age when he 
crossed the broad Atlantic with his parents, and, 
eight and a-half weeks upon the voyage, safely 
landed at last in Quebec, Canada. After settling 
with his father and mother in Muskegon County, 
George enjoyed the benefit of instruction in the 
excellent public schools of his home locality, and 
at a comparatively youthful age self-reliantly be- 
ginning the battle of life, found occupation in a 
sawmill, and for ten consecutive years ran a mill 
for the firm of Ryei-son & Hill. Our subject at 
the expiration of this length of time embarked in 
the hotel business in Newaygo, and later succcsti- 
fully conducted a grocery trade in the same town 
for three years. In 1875 Mr. Hitchcock made 
Muskegon his permanent home, and not long after 
became Superintendent of the S. C. Hall Lumber 
Company, and held the responsible position for six 
years, giving faithful and intelligent service. In 
1890 our subject was appointed Superintendent of 
Lake Park, and has full supervision of the work 
and improvements connected therewith. 

In 1869 George T. Hitchcock and Miss Fannie 
Bradley were united in marriage. She is a native 
of Connecticut, anci a daughter of John Bradley, 
likewise born in Connecticut, and the descendant 
of a long line of honored New England ancestry. 
The union of our subject and his estimable wife 
has been blessed b}' the birth of one child, a daugh- 
ter, Margaret, an accomplished and attractive 
young lady, now the wife of Clarence Power. Mr. 
and Mrs. Hitchcock reside* in a beautiful home 
pleasantly located at No. 230 lieach Street, Muske- 
gon. Our subject is fraternal I3' associated with 
the Maccabees, and altiliates with Tent No. 56. 
Politically, a strong Republican and an ardent ad- 
vocate of the party, Mr. Hitchcock has neither 



time nor inclination to devote himself to the cares 
of public office, but, a true American citizen, is 
deeply interested in both local and national issues, 
and in all matters pertaining to home enterprise 
and progress is ever ready to lend a helping hand. 
IVIr. Hitchcock and his wife arc both members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church. 





OX. WILLIAM H. McKINSTRY, Repre- 
^ sentative from the First District of Muske- 
gon County, and one of the most promi- 
nent members of the State Legislature, was 
born in Ypsilanti, Washtenaw County, Mich., on 
the 1st of July, 1852. His parents, Hugh and So- 
phia (Clare) McKinstr^-, were natives respectively 
of Ireland and London, England, the latter being 
a daughter of Edward Clare. Emigrating to Amer- 
ica, they sojourned in Canada for a short time, 
and thence removed to the United States, making 
settlement in Washtenaw County, Mich., in the 
city of Ypsilanti. 

In his b()3'hood our subject was a pupil in the 
public schools of 15attle Creek, and afterward at- 
tended the High School in the same place. Upon 
leaving school, he learned the trade of a cigar- 
maker, in which he was engaged for some time in 
various places in the State. His marriage occurred 
on the 21st of October, 1874, and united hi no with 
Miss Delia, daughter of Charles G. Williams, a 
prominent citizen of Kalamazoo. Mre. McKinslrj' 
was educated in Kalamazoo, and is an accom- 
plished and cultured lady, who has ever been a 
faithful helpmate to her husband and his coun- 
selor in every undertaking. 

For many years Mr. McKinstry has been closely 
identified with the public afifairs of the city and 
county, where he has resided since 1886. In pol- 
itics an ardent Democrat, he is one of the leaders 
of his party in this section of the State, and also 
takes an active part in State and national politiGS. 
In 1891 he was appointed financial and reading 
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clerk in the State legislature, and was re-elected 
during the following year. He was chosen in 
1892 as Representative from his district for the 
House, and is still serving in that capacity. 

Mr. McKinstry is especially active in all meas- 
ures pertaining to labor organization, and took an 
important and prominent part in the discussion of 
the Congressional appointment and the re-district- 
ing of the State of Michigan. He was the can- 
didate on the Labor ticket, and was elected largely 
by the Labor vote. For the past twenty- three 
years he has been an earnest advocate of labor or- 
ganization, and a member of the Cigar-makers' In- 
ternational Union. For several terms he has 
served as President of the Trades and Labor Coun- 
cil. 

As a citizen, Mr. McKinstry is progressive and 
public-spirited, and maintains a constant interest 
in every enterprise calculated to promote the wel- 
fare of his fellow-citizens. He is liberal in his 
views, keen in judgment, and firm in bis convic- 
tions; altogether, one who would attain prom- 
inence in any community. He and his wife have 
established a pleasant home in Muskegon, and are 
held in the highest regard b}' all who know them. 
They are the parents of one child, a daughter, 
Sophia May, in whose education and training they 
take the warmest interest. 
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\)MLLIAM McCOMB. a leading photog- 
pj« rapher and successful business man, long 
^^jy^g located in Muskegon, Mich., and a genuine 
artist, enjoying a large and rapidly extending pat- 
ronage, gives general satisfaction to his custom, 
and in his style and finish of work is second to 
none in the State. Mr. McComb is a native of 
Canada, and was born in Toronto August 28, 
1844. His parents, James and Ann (Thompson) 
McComb, were born and reared in Ireland, and, the 
des<endants of a long line of honored and useful 
ancestry, received excellent educations in their 



native land, where they attained a mature age. 
Young, ambitious and enterprising, they early re- 
solved to emigrate to America, and later made 
their permanent home in Canada. The father, a 
man of moans and superior business ability, en- 
tered into mercantile pursuits, and, prosperous in 
his venture, amassed a comfortable competence. 
While our subject was yet but a young lad, the 
devoted father and affectionate husband passed 
away, entering into rest in the year 1858. The 
mother, surviving about seventeen years, and a 
woman of earnest purpose and high character, 
died in Ottawa, Canada, in 1875, mourned by all 
who knew her. She was the daughter of James 
Thompson, a man of broad intelligence, respected 
for his qualities as a man and citizen. 

Our subject was the ninth in a family of ten 
sons and daughters, of whom but four now sur- 
vive. During his early childhood, Mr. McComb 
attended the common schools of his home localitv, 
but later learned the profession of photography, 
in which he is now an adept. He acquired his 
training in art in Ottawa, Canada, and studied 
under the most skillful artists of the Dominion. 
In 1878, determined to try his fortune in the 
States, our subject journeyed to Michigan, and lo- 
cated in Muskegon. He opened a gallery at No. 
19 W. Western Avenue, which he fitted up in the 
latest and most approved style, and in his studio 
uses the modern appliances and the newest inven- 
tions for the exact reproduction of the face and 
figure. To the public Mr. McComb offers a choice 
variety of photographs, varying in size and prices, 
and is now making some of the finest life-size pic- 
tures ever shown in Muskegon or the county. 
That he has been fully appreciated by the citizens 
of Muskegon is evident from the number of fa- 
miliar faces of people of note to be seen at various 
times in his gallery, as well as through the cabinets 
sent to friends far and near. From the first of his 
establishment here our subject met with gratify- 
ing success, and as the time passes his reputation 
as an artist especially successful in posing brings 
him a new and large variety of custom. 

In the year 1864 were united in marriage Will- 
iam McComb and Miss Ellen Walker, an estimable 
and accomplished young lady of Ottawa, Canada, 
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and daughter of James Walker, a lifetime resident 
of the Dominion. Our subject, fraternally asso- 
ciated with the Ancient Free & Accepted Masons, 
is a Knight Templar and a member of the Consis- 
tory and Mystic Shrine of Grand Rapids. The 
family residence is pleasantly located at No. 115 
Peck Street, in one of the most desirable portions 
of the city. Mr. and Mrs. McComb occupy a so- 
cial position of influence, and have made many 
friends in their adopted home, where our subject 
is now numbered among the prominent business 
men and substantial citizens. 
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yJLLIAM A. ROW. Few citizens of Mus- 
kegon County are more widely known, 
and none are more highly esteemed, than 
the subject of this sketch, who is familiarly known 
as " 'Squire" Row. He is the owner of an eighty- 
acre farm located on section 14, White River 
Township, and which, through his efforts duiing 
the comparatively brief period of his residence 
thereon, has been embellished with a number of 
desirable and valuable improvements. Sixty acres 
of the place have been cleared and are now under 
excellent cultivation, yielding each year a bounti- 
ful harvest of golden grain. 

The parents of our subject, Sebastian H. and 
Clarinda (Lewis) Row, resided for some time in the 
township of Windom, Dutchess County, N. Y., 
where the father followed the trade of a carpenter 
and joiner. The mother died in Livingston Coun- 
ty, N. Y., and her remains now lie buried in the 
woods. By a subsequent marriage of Se))astian H. 
Row six children were born, of whom only one 
now survives: Clarinda, wife of Owen D. Rodgers, 
of Indiana, and the mother of three children. The 
only survivor of the children born to the first 
marriage is the subject of this notice, whose birth 
occurred in Windom Township, Dutchess Count3', 
N. Y.,July 13, 1826. 

When a mere lad our subject accompanied his 
father to Livingston County, N. Y., the removal 



being made with ox-tcams, and settlemeDt being 
made in Portage Township, where the senior Mr. 
Row erected the first log house ever built in the 
township. At the age of seventeen years William 
A. accompanied his father to Indiana and settled 
in Whitley County, upon an unimproved tract of 
land. At the age of twenty he returned to New 
York and there engaged in farming, threshing, 
etc. On the 19th of October, 1848, he married 
Caroline Elizabeth Hewitt, who was born in Liv- 
ingston Count^s N. Y., August 25, 1829, being a 
daughter of James 6. Hewitt, a farmer of that 
count}'. 

In 1866 Mr. Row removed from Livingston 
County, N. Y., to Michigan and settled in White 
River Township, Muskegon County, at the mouth 
of White Lake. For several years he was em- 
ployed in a sawmill, after which he located on his 
present farm, in 1887. His first wife died April 
28, 1877, and two of their five children are also 
deceased. The others are: James Henry, who has 
been twice married and is the father of one child 
by his first union; Mary, wife of Frank ColemaD, 
of Montague; and Ella A., who married William 
Hawks, of White River Township. 

May 1 1, 1878, our subject married Miss Lihbie 
M. Gilbert, wlio was born in Canada March 4, 
1811. She is the daughter of William and Sarah 
(Sloan) Gilbert, natives respectively of England 
and Scotland. They were married in Nova Scotia, 
and in 1861 came to Michigan, settling in Ne- 
waygo, where Mr. Gilbert engaged in the wheel- 
wright business. Thence he came to Muskegon 
and settled at Clay Bank, where his death occurred. 
His wife is also deceased, having passed away in 
1863. They were the parents of eleven children, 
of whom the following survive: Mrs. Thursa Rose, 
Mrs. Pollen Dean, Thomas, Charles, Robert and 
Mrs. Row. The last-named grew to womanhood 
in Canada, whence she removed with her parents 
to Michigan. 

Socially, Mr. Row is identified with the Patrons 
of Industry and has served as Pi-esident of that 
organization. He is interested in educational 
matters and has given his children excellent op- 
portunities for acquiring liberal educations, and 
they have all taught school. While holding the 
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various school offices, he has been enabled to 
render efficient service in behalf of the educational 
interests of this district. He was Postmaster at 
the " Mouth " for ten years, and carried the mail 
from there to the village of Montague. Politically 
a Republican, he has always taken an active inter- 
est in politics and has frequently served as delegate 
to county conventions. For two years he filled the 
office of Township Treasurer, and has also served 
as Highway Commissioner of White River Town- 
ship and as Justice of the Peace almost ever since 
locating here. In 1878 he was elected Supervisor 
and served for nine years consecutively in that 
capacity. 
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O. WATSON. The gentleman whose name 
heads this sketch belongs to that noble 
army of self-made men who have fought 

the battle of life bravely. He is now not 

• 

only well-to-do financiall}^ but occupies an envia- 
ble position in the estimation of all who have the 
honor of his acquaintance. As United States Col- 
lector of Customs for the District of Michigan, 
with headquarters at Grand Haven, he is the in- 
cumbent of a position for which he is admirably 
adapted. He was born in St. Lawrence County, 
N. Y., April 10, 1859, and is the son of William G. 
and Betsey J. (Rush ton) Watson, natives of the 
Empire State. 

Jn 1867 the parents of our subject took up their 
abode in Michigan at Coopersville, Ottawa County, 
where the father invested some of his means in a 
stock of merchandise, and until his death, which 
occurred in the spring of 1888, he conducted a 
successful and remunerative business. His widow 
survived him only one year, her death occurring 
in 1889. The principal characteristics of Mr. Wat- 
son were extreme kind-heartedness and strict 
commercial integrity. In Coopersville, where he 
spent his best days, he enjoyed the confidence, 
unq^nalificd respect and steadfast friendship of the 
many to whom his virtues, his integrity, and his 
high-minded, honorable manliness commended him. 

7 



D. O. Watson is the second member of a family 
consisting of three sons and one daughter. His 
early instruction was such as the public schools of 
Coopei-sville afforded, but he afterwards finished 
his literary education at Lansing, Mich., pursuing 
his studies there for three years with great indus- 
try. He thus acquired an excellent education. 
He was a young man who read and thought, stud- 
ied and applied, and upon his return to Coopers- 
ville he put his knowledge to a good use in his 
father's store. After the death of his father he 
succeeded to the business, buying out the interest 
of the other heirs, since which time he has been so 
intimately connected with the mercantile indus- 
tries of the town, so thoroughly alive to the ne- 
cessity of building up a reliable house, complete 
in all its departments, that he has become an in- 
tegral part of the mercantile life of his section. 

Pre-eminently a man of affairs, the thorough 
business methods of Mr. Watson made him a suit- 
able person for the responsible position of Col- 
lector of Customs of Michigan, to which position 
he was appointed by Grover Cleveland in 1885. 
He filled the office until March 2, 1889, when he 
retired on account of the change of administra- 
tion. On the 2d of April, 1893, he was again 
appointed to the position by President Cleveland, 
assuming the duties of the office April 26, 1893, 
and since that time he has made his headquarters at 
Grand Haven. He has taken an active part in 
local and State politics and for the past four years 
has been Chairman of tlie Ottawa County Demo- 
cratic Committee. He has also been Chairman of 
the Fifth Congressional District Committee, and 
has often been a delegate to Congressional, State 
and other conventions. 

In 1880 Mr. Watson wooed and won for his 
wife Miss Winnie Walsh, of Spring Lake, Ottawa 
County, Mich., a daughter of Martin Walsh, a suc- 
cessful merchant and an extensive fruit-grower. 
This union has resulted in the birth of two inter- 
esting children, Melvin A. and Margaret £. Dur- 
ing the hot summer months Mr. Watson and his 
family retire to their comfortable cottage on the 
banks of Spring Lake, where they enjoy the free- 
dom of out-door life. In looking over the events 
of Mft Watson's life one capnot help dwelling 
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upon its fair record, and around his name and 
reputation cluster all the manly virtues, truth, 
candor and benevolence. He is a model husband 
and father, kind and generous in his family', and 
as a citizen and friend it is a privilege to know 
and a pleasure to honor him. 





APT. WILLIAM MEES, a retired lake cap- 
tain, who is now enjoying a well-earned 
rest after yeai*s of arduous toil at his home 
in Muskegon, was bom in Somersetshire, England, 
on the 18th of June, 1826. His parents, William 
and Fannie F. (Baker) Mees, were also natives of 
England. The father served in the British navy 
for the long period of twenty-four years, and at 
length emigrated to Canada, where his death oc- 
curred. 

Capt. Mees, whose name heads this record, was a 
lad of only eight summers when he accompanied 
his parents on their emigration to Canada, landing 
in Quebec. The father was also a contractor of 
canal building and was engaged on the eonj>truc- 
tion of the St. Lawrence Canal. Our subject *s 
connection with the Lakes dates from his foin-- 
teenth year, when he went with his father to Chi- 
cago and secured a position as cook on the 
schooner "Drift," which plied on Lake Michigan 
between St. Joseph and Chicago, and was com- 
manded by Capt. William Dougan. Capt. Mees 
sailed on the Lakes until 1892, and rose success- 
ively step by step until he became captain. The 
first vessel he sailed out of Chicago was the*'IIenry 
Clay," in 1848. In 1849, he was captain of the 
"Gen. Warren," which he ran for two seasons, and 
later the brig "T. W. Morris" two seasons. He 
then moved to Muskegon, in 1851, and entered 
the employ of Ryerson & Morris and sailed the 
schooner "Roberts," being in their emplo}' steam- 
boating and sailing for about ten years. 

Later he resumed business on his own account, 
buying a small steamboat, which he ferried across 



Muskegon Lake, being so engaged about two years, 
when he built the passenger steamer "Pony," 
which was also put into commission as a ferry 
boat. He afterward sold the above two boats and 
then built the tug "Gettie" in connection with 
Capt. Tom Walters. 

In 1873 he sold the "Gettie" and went to Green 
Bay and bought the steamer "Annie," which he 
took up to Pine Lake and ran between Charlevoix 
and East Jordan for four seasons, and being desirous 
of selling the "Annie," he took her to New Or- 
leans, via Chicago and the Illinois Canal and Illi- 
nois River, and disposed of her to advantage. In 
the following summer he became superintendent 
of the Muskegon Booming Company's floating 
stock and was so engaged about six years. He was 
then engaged as captain of the "Ira O. Smith" up 
to 1891, his practical retirement from the steam- 
boat business dating from that year. He has held 
papers as a pilot and captain for thirty-six years, 
but his whole experience on the Lakes runs back 
to 1842. He is among the oldest lake captains 
living. 

In January, 1848, Capt. Mees was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Winnifred White, a native of Bo^ 
ton, Mass., who died June 1 1, 1888, mourned bj 
many friends. Eleven children were born of that 
union, hut only three are now living, as fol- 
lows: Mary, now the wife of Charles Brown, a 
resident of Chicago; Eliza, who resides in Lansing, 
Mich., where she is employed in the State Audi- 
tor's ofTice; and Winnifred, wife of Robert Foster, 
who resides in Muskegon. 

On the 18th of November, 1843, during a severe 
storm, Capt. Mees was wrecked off the coast of 
South Haven, while sailing on the schooner "Lib- 
erty." Making his way to the shore, he walked 
through two feet of snow to St. Joseph, a dis- 
tance of twenty miles. He met with a number of 
hardships during his life on the Lakes, yet alto- 
gether was very successful in escaping wrecks and 
injury. Since 1892 he has lived retired and his 
rest is well deserved. In politics, he rotes with 
the Democratic party and is a stanch advocate of 
its measures. Socially, he is connected with the 
Masonic fraternity, belonging'to Muskegon Lodge 
No. 140, A. F. & A. M. The Captain is widely 
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known throughout this community and has a large 
circle of friends and acquaintances, who esteem him 
highly for his sterling worth and the many excel- 
lencies of his character. He is an interesting con- 
versationalist, having many entertaining stories 
to tell of his life as a sailor. 
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\ OSHUA DA VIES was born in Sidney Coun- 
ty, Me., in January, 1818, and died at his 
home in Muskegon on the 14th of Febru- 
fJ ar}-, 1885, at the age of sixty-seven yeai*s, 
respected by all who knew him. His father, Charles 
Davies, who was also a native of the Pine Tree 
State, was a highly educated man, and was quite 
prominent in public affairs. 

Ou-r subject spent a portion of his boyhood in 
tbe county of his nativity, and afterward went to 
Massachusetts, locating in Lowell. There he ac- 
quired his education in the common schools, and 
later started out in life for himself by working in 
a cotton mill. On leaving Lowell he went to 
Springfield, Mass., where he was employed in a 
cotton mill for some time. He was a man of in- 
dustrious and frugal habits, and as the result of 
his economy and enterprise in his early years, he 
acquired sufficient capital to begin business for 
himself. On coming to the West, he took up his 
residence in Kenosha, Wis., where he established 
and built a foundry and machine shops. On the 
11th of November, 1858, he came to Muskegon 
and established the Davies Iron Works, in com- 
pany with Mr. Emerson. This partnership con- 
tinued for a year, after which our subject bought 
out Mr. Emerson's interest and conducted the 
business alone until his death. He built up an 
excellent trade, and on account of the liberal pat- 
ro)iage which he received his business proved a 
profitable one. 

Mr. Davies was united in marriage with Miss 
Sarah N. Gay in Killingly, Conn. She is a native 
of Washington, N. H., and a daughter of Abner 
Gay, who was born in Dedham, Mass, Her tdq* 



ther bore the maiden name of Anna Warren, and 
was a daughter of Daniel Warren, who was bom 
in the old Granite State. The Gay family is of 
English origin, and probably was founded in 
America in early Colonial days. Mrs. Davies ac- 
quired her education in Massachusetts. Four chil- 
dren were born of the union of our subject and 
his wife, three of whom are still living, two sons 
and a daughter: Genevieve, wife of Lyman Pat- 
ten, of Muskegon; Squire V., who is Secretary and 
Treasurer of the Davies Iron Works; and Reed S., 
who is now living in Chicago. 

In politics, Mr. Davies was a pronounced Re- 
publican, a stanch advocate of the party, for he 
believed in its principles and in protection for 
American industries. When called to his final 
rest his loss was mourned throughout the com- 
munity. Through his successful business career 
he was enabled to leave his widow in comfortable 
circumstances. She still resides at No. 194 Clay 
Avenue, and is a highly esteemed lady. 



♦-•■ 





eWCh 




^^ 



•4* 




AVID MILNE. No name is more famil- 
iarly known in Ottawa County than that 
of Milne, and it is so thoroughly inter- 
woven with its history that a work of this 
character would be incomplete without frequent 
reference to some member of the family. The man 
from New York State has always been a potential 
element in the civilization and development of 
Michigan. No better blood was ever infused into 
pioneer life; no sturdier arm ever set about the 
task of subduing the wilderness; and no less vigor- 
ous mental activity could have made the State of 
Michigan what it is. Mr. David Milne is one of 
the oldest settlers of Allendale Township and a 
man who, by his upright, honorable career, has 
won the respect and esteem of all. 

This worthy representative of the old settlers 
first saw the light of day in Tompkins County, 
N.Y., his birth occurring March 24,1839. He was 
tbe only living child born to the union of Alex- 
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ander and Margaret (Scott) Milne, both natives of 
Scotland, he of Aberdeenshire and she of Had- 
dingtonshire. Alexander Miine was one of a fam- 
ily of six children, four sons and two daughters, 
and was the first of the family to come to America, 
although all of them except one are now on this 
side of the Atlantic. He settled in Michigan in 
1845, but previous to that had resided for some 
time in New York, and was there married to Miss 
Scott, who had crossed the ocean with her mother 
and four brothers a short time before. At the 
above mentioned date he came to Allendale Town- 
ship and purchased forty acres of land on section 
22, paying for the same $2.50 per acre. The farm 
at that time was covered with heavy timber and he 
began at once to clear it and build a house, mov- 
ing into the same in the fall of 1846. At this time 
only three families resided in the township be- 
sides our subject: Richard Roberts, John Ilanna 
and Ephraim Pierson. Coming to this township 
with our subject were Alexander Scott, James 
Scott and their mother and sifter. These indus- 
trious, enterprising pioneers went actively to work 
to subdue the wilderness and make fame and 
fortune for themselves. Later the brothers and 
sisters of our subject came over and settled in 
Michigan. 

When Mr. Milne first settled in the township, 
the nearest gristmill was at Grand Rapids, and the 
settlers took their grists there in skiffs, dugouts, 
steamers, boats, etc., on the river, daily trips 
being made there. The first year Mr. Milne and 
the Scott boys took a large whitewood tree and 
formed it into a canoe. This was two and a-half 
feet wide and twenty-six feet long, and in it they 
could carry a large cargo of provisions either from 
Grand Haven or Grand Rapids, both places being 
accessible. While clearing his land of the timber 
Mr. Milne made quite a number of shingles each 
year for three or four years, and then turned his 
attention almost exclusively to farming, continu- 
ing this until the time of his death. He was then 
the owner of ninety-seven acres, with forty-five 
acres well improved. He on I}' resided on the first 
farm he purchased for nineteen years, and then, 
selling out, moved down on Grand River, where 
he improved another farm. This he sold in 1882 



and moved on the plac*e where he received his 
final summons, which consisted of sixty-one acres 
on section 27. He was in his seventy-second year. 
His wife had passed away in 1869. 

Mr. Milne was elected Township Treasurer in 
1851, and served as Justice of the Peace two terms 
ef four years each in succession. In 1855 he was 
elected Supervisor of this township and was re- 
elected five years in succession. After his last 
term as Supervisor he was again elected to the 
oflfice of Township Treasurer, which ix>sition he 
held for four or five years. This was from 1860 to 
1865. Later on in life he was appointed Town- 
ship Treasurer, in the early portion of the winter, 
and at the election following was again elected 
and held that position for two or three years. He 
and wife were both members of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church and were among the first Method- 
ists in this portion of Michigan. They brought 
their church letters from New York and were in- 
strumental in forming the first Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Allendale. In the church records their 
names appear among the first. At the organization 
only seven persons joined: Rev, and Mrs, W. C, 
Comfort, Mr. and Mrs, Alexander Milne, Mr, and 
Mrs. Johnson Balcomand Miss Lucy J. Speer. Mr. 
Balcolm was the last of this band of pilgrims to 
pass away, and man\' remember with pride his 
efforts to elevate the condition of the new country. 
Mr. Milne was for some time the Sabbath-school 
Superintendent, but he only remained with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church for ten years, and then 
joined the Wesley an Methodist, in which he was 
a Class-leader for a number of 3^ears and held other 
positions. 

David Milne received the principal part of his 
education in Allendale Township, and theu for two 
terms attended Adrian College. Being the only 
child, he remained with his parents during their 
lives and was engaged with his father in agri- 
cultural pursuits. Like his father, he has always 
followed that occupation, but in connection has 
been engaged in other occupations, principally 
teaching school throughout the county. He was 
first elected to office in the township in 1861, being 
made School Inspector, and this office he held for 
four years. This position he has filled by election 
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several times since. In 1867 he was elected Justice 
of the Peace, holding this position for four years, 
and before his terra had expired he was elected 
Supervisor for one year. In 1876 he was elected 
Township Clerk. Since 1870 he has filled the office 
of Justice of the Peace two years, having been ap- 
pointed to fill a vacancy. 

Miss Julia A. Stone, who became his wife on the 
8th of October, 1867, was a native of the Empire 
State and the daughter of William W. and Sarah 
L. (F'rench) Stone, natives respectively of Massa- 
chusetts and New York. Both families are of 
English parentage. The Stone family came to 
America previous to the Revolutionary War, and 
the great-grandfather fought bravely for inde- 
pendence. Mr. Stone went from Massachusetts to 
New York when fifteen years of age and came to 
Michigan in 1855. lie was a farmer, and on set 
tling in this county carried on his chosen occupa- 
tion with success. He and wife were the parents 
of only two children, Julia and James O., of this 
township. Mrs. Stone died in 1852, in New York, 
and in 1864 Mr. Stone was married to Mrs. Jane 
Jessup, nee Beard. Mr. Stone passed away in 1891, 
when seventy yeai-s of age. He was a member of 
the Ancient Free <fe Accepted Masons, and in pol- 
itics was a Republican. 

Both Mr. and Mrs. Milne were working mem- 
bers of the Wesleyan Methodist Church, he having 
been a member of the same since 1867 and she 
since 1891. Until recently he was a Class-leader 
in his church and he takes a deep interest in all 
matters pertaining to the welfare and good of the 
church. He has been Church Clerk since 1876, 
when the church was built, and for quite a number 
of years was Trustee of the church. In 1879 he 
was licensed as a local minister and has been 
recommended to the Michigan Annual Conference 
as a local traveling minister. He has been a dele- 
gate from this circuit to the annual conference of 
his church three or four times, and attended the 
meeting in Grand Rapids in 1876, Allendale in 
1878, Pittaford in 1885, and Romulus in 1890. 
Mrs. Milne also takes a deep interest in her church 
and is an earnest Christian worker, one who tries 
to follow the teachings of Ihe (ioiden Rule. Since 
1879 she has labored in the Sabbath-school and 



has rarely missed a Sabbath, winter or summer. 
She is a member of the Woman's Christian Tem- 
perance Union, and was a delegate at Holland 
in 1889, and at Sparta in 1892. She is also 
Secretary of the Ladies' Aid Societ}^ Mrs. 
Milne is a lady of intelligence and culture 
and for three years was a very successful teacher 
in Ottawa County. For quite a number of years 
Mr. Milne was a leading Republican, but for many 
years he has voted the Prohibition ticket, and is 
an active worker in the cause of temperance. 
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•ALMAGE P. COWLES, Clerk of Laketon 
Township and a successful farmer of Mus- 
^ kegon County, was born in Delaware 
Count}', Ohio, July 9, 1842. He is a son of Joel 
Cowles. an old settler of Laketon Township and 
one of its most honored citizens, whose long and 
useful career has been characterized by probity, 
energy and industry, and who now, in his advanced 
years, lives somewhat retired from active labors. 
He was born in Oneida County, N. Y., August 28, 
1806, and was a son of Joel Cowles, a native of 
Connecticut and farmer by occupation. Grand- 
father Cowles was the 3'oungest child of the family, 
and served sixteen days in the Colonial army at 
the close of the War of the Revolution. Grand- 
mother Cowles bore the maiden name of Susanna 
Phelps and was a native of Connecticut, where she 
was reared to womanhood in the town of Win<1bOr. 
The youngest of eight children, Joel Cowles, Jr., 
was about nine years of ago when he left New 
York and located in Delaware Countv,Ohio. There, 
in 1837, he married Miss PriscillaSinith,a native of 
New York, who died after becoming the mother 
of six children. They were: Delzon, Melvin and 
Edward, all of whom are deceased; Elmer, who 
resides in St. Joseph, Mich.; Talmage, the subject of 
this sketch; and Esther, the wife of Daniel Jenkins, 
of St. Joseph, this State. The second marriajie of 
Joel Cowles united him with Miss Elizabeth Wil- 
kins,who was born in (yuernsey Count3',0hio. They 
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are the parents of four children: Emeline, wife of 
George King; Minnie,who married Laughlin Burns; 
Lottie, the widow of Theodore Aley ; and Bell, who 
is now in Chicago. 

After his first marriage, Mr. Cowles located in 

Delaware County, Ohio, whence he later removed 

to Indiana, and from there to St. Joseph County, 

Mich. In 1863, he came to Muskegon County and 

located in Laketon Township, where he has since 

resided. He entered the land from the Goverment 

and now enjoys the distinction of beino^ the oldest 

^'ft^tettler in the township. He built a small house 

•^%bon after settling on the place, and then cleared 

' and improved the land. He now owns one hun- 

diiAjjg^ thirty acres, although at one time he had 

VMbi'^ his possession. Politically, he is a Kepub- 

Ifcan and cast his first Presidential ballot for John 

Q. Adams; he also voted for W. H. Harrison in 

1840, and for Benjamin F. Harrison in 1892. He 

has voted the straight Republican ticket ever since 

attaining his majority, and has voted at every 

Presidential election, with two exceptions. 

Talmage P. Cowles, the subject of this sketch, 
w is the fourth in a family of six children, and was 
reared in Ohio until the age of seven years. He 
then accompanied his father to Indiana and resided 
in Steuben County for two years, returning thence 
to Ohio. At the age of twelve years he came to St. 
Joseph, this SUite, with his father, and two years af- 
terward he commenced to work in the employ of 
others, being engaged in farming for some time and 
receiving his wages every month. In St. Joseph, 
Mich., April 1, 1864, he was united in marriage with 
^liss Ursula Englc, who was born in St. Joseph 
County April 19, 1845, being the sixth among eight 
children born to the union of James and Margaret 
(Vincent) Engle. 

After his marriage Mr. Cowles resided in Burr 
Oak Township, St. Joseph County, Mich., whence 
he came to Muskegon County on the 29th of De- 
cember, 1872, and located in the woods on the farm 
where he now resides. About four acres of the prop- 
erty had been cleared and it was not long before the 
remainder was under fine cultivation. For a time 
he made his home in a little log cabin, but later he 
built the substAutial residence at present adorning 
the place. He and his wife are the parents of two 



children: Julia A., widow of Henr}' Baars and the 
mother of one son, John H.; and James E., who is 
at home with his parents. The home farm com- 
prises twenty acres, upon which are raised the 
various varieties of small fruits. 

A Republican in his political belief, Mr. Cowles 
has ofilciatcd in various capacities and has held a 
number of local positions, to which he has been 
elected by his fellow-citizens. In 1891 he filled 
the position of Deputy Clerk, and has also served 
as Township Clerk, School Inspector, School Di- 
rector and Hiofhwav CommisJfoner. He is a mem- 
ber of the Grange, in the progress of which he is 
warmly interested. He is a man who takes an in- 
telligent interest in everything pertaining to the 
advancement of his community, and is a public- 
spirited and progressive citizen. 
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^DWIN J. SMITH, an able attorney, elo- 
quent advocate and the present popular 
Postmaster of Whitehall, Muskegon Coun- 
ty, Mich., has for over one year discharged the 
duties of his present ofRce to the great accept- 
ability of his fellow-townsmen and the general 
public. Mr. Smith was born at Grand Rapids^ 
Mich., November 14, 1856, and was the son of 
James W. and Sarah H. Lobdell Smith, widely 
known and highly respected residents of the Wol- 
verine State. The father, a native of Ohio, ac- 
companying his parents to Michigan in 1853, 
made his home in Grand Rapids, where he worked 
at his trade of a carpenter until 1869. At this 
latter date he removed to Muskegon, and there 
continued in business as a carpenter and builder 
until his death. James W. Smith was a man of 
excellent business ability, a true patriot, and 
served bravely as a soldier in the Tenth Michigan 
Cavalry. Enlisting at the breaking out of the 
Civil War, he was severely wounded and dis- 
charged for disability, but later joined the infan- 
try, and, receiving the well-earned commission of 
a Lieutenant, served faithfully until the close of 
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the war. He entered into rest in Muskegon in the 
year 1875. His devoted wife, and mother of our 
subject, was the daughter of John Lobdell, a pio- 
neer citizen of Michigan, who, arriving from New 
York in the very early da^'s, kept the Lombard 
House at Williamston, then one of the oldest and 
best hotels of the West. In 1860 Mr. Lobdell lo- 
cated permanently in Grand Rapids and was num- 
bered among the prominent hotelmen of that 
thriving city. Esteemed by a host of friends, the 
maternal grandfather of Mr. Smith passed away 
in 1856. 

Mi-s. Sarah (Lobdell) Smith survived until April, 
1893, and throughout her life of busy usefulness 
was recognized as a woman of superior attain- 
ments, an earnest Christian worker, who gave 
active aid in the cause of temperance. She was 
also prominently connected with the Woman's 
Relief Corps, and took a leading part in the be- 
nevolent enterprises of her locality. To the two 
sons and daughters who blessed her home she gave 
lovmg care. Fred E., the brother of our subject, 
single, and a clerk in a store in Muskegon, died 
in September, 1890. The sister, Effie, now the 
wife of M. W. Decker, a prosperous contractor 
and builder of Muskegon, began to teach at the 
age of fourteen years, and, continuing in that vo- 
cation, became one of the most highly valued in- 
structors of her present home. The first ten years 
of P!idwin J. Smith's life were spent in the Val- 
ley City, but he attained to manhood in Muske- 
gon, there receiving a thorough training in the 
newspaper offices. His principal preceptor in that 
line of work was the Hon. George C. Rice, of the 
Chronicle, While only a boy, our subject wrote 
a poem entitled "Pantheism," which, widely read, 
was received with most favorable criticism. At 
sixteen Mr. Smith furnished a series of articles for 
the Chronicle^ which gained him an extended rep- 
utation as a local writer, but at eighteen he de- 
cided to avail himself of the opportunity for a 
thorough education and entered the Muskegon 
High School, from which he was graduated four 
years later, having with honor completed a Latin- 
Scientific course. 

Mr. Smith immediately after leaving school be- 
gan the study of law under the Hon. F. W. Cook, 



and was admitted to the Muskegon County Bar. 
Later, upon motion of the Hon. John Fitzger- 
ald, our subject was admitted to practice in the 
United States courts. Since 1881 he has been a 
constant resident of Whitehall, where at the latter 
date he entered upon the successful practice of 
the profession of law. May 25, 1882, true to his 
instincts as a genuine newspaper man, Mr. Smith 
became the proprietor of the Whitehall Forum^ 
and, aided by this medium, was soon a leading 
factor in local and State politics. A man of 
bright intelligence and a liberal Republican, he 
has taken an active part in the conventions and 
local councils of his party, and has for years been 
Village Attorney of Whitehall. May 7, 1892, ap- 
pointed Postmaster of Whitehall by President Har- 
rison, our subject has since tie voted himself en- 
tirely to looking after this branch of Uncle Sam's 
atfairs. The people of the town, appreciating his 
efficiency, would be glad, regardless of politics, 
to see the present incumbent serve out his term of 
office. An energetic citizen, untiring and public- 
spirited, our subject has been closely identified 
with all matters of local progress, and it was 
largely through his determined efforts that the 
village acquired one of the best systems of water- 
works in the State. He gave the ''Sylvan Beach" 
its name, organized an improvement company 
and in various wa3's maleriallj' assisted in needed 
improvements and enterprises. Ele was one of 
the charter members of the Sons of Veterans of 
Whitehall, of which he was First Sergeant. Fra- 
ternally, he is also connected with the Odd Fel- 
lows, and has been Chief Patriarch of the En- 
campment and Vice-Grand of the Subordinate 
Lodge, as well as Secretary. 

« 

Mr. Smith was united in marriage with Miss 
Minnie S. Floten, an adopted daughter of Attor- 
ney Henry Slater, of Muskegon. The pleasant 
home of our subject and his estimable wife has 
been brightened by the birth of three children, 
two daughters and a son, Edna, Euna and Norval. 
Next to these promising children Mr. Smith is 
proudest of his Latin-Scientific diploma, his certifi- 
cate of admission to the State Bar and his commis- 
sion as Postmaster, which mark the upward prog- 
ress of a self-reliant man. Our subject is handy with 
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the pen and captured the "Blodget Special" first 
prize, in 1891 over sixtj'-five papers for the best 
article on the West Michigan Fair. He has un- 
bounded faith in the quick development of Mich- 
igan manufactures and agriculture, but he has a 
particularly strong belief in Muskegon County, 
which, with her rich resources and splendid lake- 
board, he thinks will soon be leading in the van, 
and in which he has found steadfast friends, with- 
out whom he thinks no man can accomplish his 
purposes. 
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>ARREN T. MARTIN has been identified 
with the best interests of Muskegon Town- 
ship for many years, and occupies a pleas- 
ant homestead on section 28. He was born in 
Cayuga County, N. Y., three miles from the vil- 
lage of Jordan, December 2, 1821. His parents 
were natives respectively of France and the State 
of New Jersey, and the father died when W. T. 
was a child of two years, leaving a family of three 
children, of whom he was the second. His child- 
hood years were passed in New York, and his 
schooling was principally obtained there. In his 
youth he was employed on a farm, also engaged 
in the sawmill business for many years, and worked 
on the Oswego River. 

September 22, 1846, occurred the marriage of 
W. T. Martin to Miss Hannah Breed, who was born 
in the town of Clay, Onondaga County, N. Y., 
February 17, 1823. Her father, James Breed, was 
born in Manlius, N. Y., and was reared in his na- 
tive place, becoming a farmer. Her grandfather 
was one of three brothers who came to this coun- 
try in the "Mayflower." The mother of Mrs. 
Martin bore the maiden name of Elizabeth Kinney, 
and was bom in Manlius, N. Y., where she was 
reared to womanhood. In 1817 she became the 
wife of James Breed, and with him commenced 
housekeeping in Clay Township, Onondaga Coun- 
ty. Not long afterward they removed to Hanni- 
bal, Oswego County, where Mr. Breed died at the 



advanced age of ninety years. His wife had passed 
away at the age of forty-eight. They were the 
parents of fifteen children, nine of whom grew to 
manhood and womanhood, and eight of whom are 
now living. Mrs. Martin was the fifth child and 
third daughter in respect to age. At the age of 
thirteen she accompanied her parents to Hannibal 
Township, Oswego County, N. Y., where she was 
married. 

Immediately after his marriage Mr. Martin lo- 
cated three miles from the city of Osborn, where 
for some time he engaged in the milling business. 
In 1854 he came to Michigan and at once located 
in Muskegon, where he secured employment in 
a mill. In 1862 he enlisted in the Union army, 
becoming a private in the Twenty-sixth Michigan 
Infantry, and serving until the close of the war. 
He participated in a number of engagements and 
was sunstruck while under march. He was in 
Washington, D. C, at the time of the assassination 
of President Lincoln, and was discharged at that 
city. 

Returning from active warfare, Mr. Martin lo- 
cated on his farm in Muskegon Township and re- 
sumed the peaceful pursuit of tilling the soil. He 
is the owner of a farm of seventeen acres, upon 
which are two houses; he also owns five residences 
at Muskegon Heights. Success has crowned his 
efforts and he is numbered among the most pros- 
perous of Muskegon's farmers. In his political 
aflfiliations he was formerly a Democrat, but is 
now an adherent of the principles of the Repub- 
lican party. He has held a number of ofiSces in 
the town of Norton, Muskegon County, and has 
served as Justice of the Peace, Township Treas- 
urer, Road Commissioner and School Director. 
Socially, he is identified with the Grand Army of 
the Republic at Muskegon. 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin have been the parents of 
four children, three of whom, Josephine E., Eugene 
F. and Alson J., are deceased. Their only surviving 
child is Mary J., who married Joseph Donoghue, 
and is the mother of one child, Ray Martin, now 
(1893) four years of age. In the social circles of 
this community both Mr. Martin and his excellent 
wife occupy high places and have the friendship of 
all their associates. For fifty-five yeai*s Mrs. Mar- 
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tin has been a faithful momber of the Baptist 
Church and is a charter member of the Baptist 
Church at Muskegon, being one of the only two 
survivors among the organizers of the church. 
Mr. Martin is also identified with this denomina- 
tion and contributes liberally of his time and 
means to its support. 
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IIARLES E. WYMAN. The philosophy of 
success in life is an interesting study and 
if) affords a lesson from which many can profit. 
In choosing a pursuit in life, taste, mental gifts 
and opportunity should be considered, as any 
young man who has a disposition to become a 
respect ible and useful citizen desires to succeed 
therein. In his chosen occupation as a lumber 
manufacturer, Mr. W3-man has reached the top 
round of the ladder of success, and is to-day 
classed among the substantial and representative 
business men of Grand Haven. The people of 
Ottawa County are familiar with his name, for he 
has resided among them for many years and has 
earnestly identified himself with every worthy en- 
terprise which has for its object the upbuilding of 
the citv. 

Like many of the foremost business men of 
Grand Haven, Mr. Wyman is a native of the Em- 
pire State, having been born in Essex County in 
the town of Schroon, February 10, 1826. He is a 
son of John and Abigail (Potter) Wyman, the 
former a native of Essex County, N. Y., born in 
1806, and the latter of Pawlet, Vt. Mrs. Wyman 's 
father, Thomas Potter, was of English descent, his 
father having been born in New London, England 
Charles E. Wyman is the youngest of eleven chil- 
dren, six sons and five daughters, five of whom 
survive at the present time. He received his early 
educational training in the district school and 
later entered a seminary at Chester, N. Y. 

After leaving the schoolroom Mr. Wj'man be- 
came interested in the manufacture of iron in 
Elizabeth town, Essex County, but at the end of 



two years he sold out. Later he engaged for a 
short time as engineer on a lake steamboat. In se- 
lecting his companion in life he chose Miss Harriet 
Reynolds, a resident of Northficld, Ohio, and a 
daughter of Cyrus Reynolds. After his marriage 
he followed agricultural pui-suits for five years 
in Summit County, Ohio. From there he came to 
Michigan, and, settling in Blendon Township, 
Ottawa County, built a sawmill. This he con- 
ducted successfully for four years, when the mill 
was burned. He then began operating a mill at 
Georgetown and made considerable money in the 
enterprise, but two j^ears later disposed of the 
business and returned to the Buckeye State. 

In 1865 Mr. Wyman returned to Grand Haven 
and operated a mill at the mouth of Grand River 
for four years, when it was destroyed by fire. Ho 
then erected a new mill a mile up the river and en- 
gaged in the manufacture of lumber in company 
with H. W. Buswell, under the firm name of Wy- 
man k Buswell, the connection continuing for ten 
years, when Mr. Wyman sold his interest to his 
partner. Following that, he, with others, bought 
a large tract of pine timber-land in Mecosta 
County, under the title of the Chippewa Lumber 
Company, and they were soon doing an extensive 
business. Later he bought a farm comprising five 
hundred and twenty acres in Ottawa County and 
has been engaged in farming enterprises ever since. 
A wide-awake, thorough-going business man, he 
has amassed a fortune. He is one of the Direc- 
tors of the Grand Haven National Bank and is in- 
terested in many enterprises of a paying charac- 
ter. To his marriage were bom four children, as 
follows: Harvey P., Charles R., George R. and 
William P., all of whom are active business men. 
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^jj^) ZRA E. TYLER, an enterprising and suc- 
cessful dealer in real estate in Muskegon, 
Mich., is authority on the values of inside 
and outside property. In 1883, he purchased thirty- 
three acres in the suburbs, which in 1889 he platted 
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out into town lots, now known as Tyler's Addition, 
and wl'.ich he has made one of the most desirable 
portions of the city. Our subject has been num- 
bered among the enterprising citizens of the West 
for man}' years, but is a native of New England, 
and was born in Vermont March 11, 1848. Tlie 
remote ancestors of tlie Tyler family were of Eng- 
lish nativity, but early in the history of the United 
States a forefather settling among the rugged hills 
of New England founded the branch of the family 
to which Ezra E. belongs. The paternal grand- 
parents making their home among the Green 
Mountains of Vermont there reared their fam- 
ily to thrifty industr^^ and usefulness. Lahan 
Tyler, the father of our subject, born, reared and 
educated in Vermont, married in his native State, 
and was numbered among the energetic and sub- 
stantial citizens of his home locality. The mother, 
Elizabeth (Marden) Tyler, was likewise the de- 
scendant of honored ancestors, old-time residents 
of Vermont, of which State she was herself a na- 
tive. 

The parents not very long after their marriage 
removed to Stoneham, Mass., where the devoted 
mother died in 1876. The father yet surviving, 
makes his home at Lynn, Mass. Mr. Tyler was 
only one year old when his father and mother re- 
moved to the old Bay State, and theie spending the 
days of boyhood he attended the excellent schools 
of Stoneham, but before the breaking out of the 
Civil War emigrated to the West. In 1863 he en- 
listed in Company U, Third Michigan Cavalry, and 
was assigned to the division under Sheridan. Our 
subject actively participated in numerous decisive 
battles and skirmishes, taking part in the fights of 
Corinth, Island No. 10 and Shiloh. After nearly 
three years of faithful service, he was mustered 
out at San Antonio, Tex., and was honorably dis- 
charged March 20, 1866, at Jackson, Mich. Af- 
ter the close of the war, Mr. Tyler returned to Van 
Buren County, Mich., and after some length of 
time, employed in traveling through the farther 
West, in 1886 made his permanent home in Mich- 
igan, and bought a farm near Mona Lake, Muske- 
gon County, and with energy entered into the 
pursuit of general agriculture and fruit culture. 
In 1844, settling in Muskegon, our subject pur- 



chased the broad acres which now form Tyler's 
Addition, a charming suburb of Muskegon. 

Mr. Tyler is politically a Republican, and is in- 
terested in both local and national issues, being 
intelligently posted in the progressive move- 
ments of the day. He is fraternally a member of 
Lodge No. 92, L O. O. F., and likewise belongs 
to Phil Kearney Post No. 7, G. A. R. Ezra E. 
Tyler and MissEvaline Piper were united in mar- 
riage November 18, 1868. The estimable wife of 
our subject, in girlhood a resident of Kalamazoo, 
later making her home in Muskegon, is the daugh- 
ter of Alexander Piper, a pioneer settler of the 
State, widely known and highly respected. One 
child, a daughter. Birdie, has blessed the pleasant 
home. The attractive family residence, located 
on South Terrace Street, Tyler's Addition, is of 
modern design, handsomely finished, and sur- 
rounded by a fine class of buildings, evidencing 
the rapid march of improvements in this quarter 
of the city. 
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^ AMES J. GEE, a prominent native of Mich- 
igan and an enterprising and prosperous 
business man of Whitehall, Muskegon Coun- 
ty, was born in the township of Albion, 
not far from the village of Homer, in Calhoun 
County, December 19, 1851. Our subject is the 
only living son of William N. and Lucinda 
(Turner) Gee, pioneer settlers of the Wolverine 
State. The father, born in Virgil, Cortland 
County, N. Y., August 26, 1827, was one of the 
two sons of Jacob B. Gee, also a native of Virgil, 
and born in 1807. The paternal great-grand- 
father, John S. Gee, was the son of Maj. John Gee, 
an Englishman by birth, but a brave soldier of the 
War for Independence. He held a Major's commis- 
sion and served with distinction during the entire 
period of the struggle. The Major carried an old 
buirs-eye watch, since handed down from genera- 
tion to generation until it came into the possession 
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of William N., while he was 3'et a boy. Not 
realizing the historical value of the memento, 
the father traded the watch off for a cheap siiot- 
gun, but now would give half of his property 
if he could recover the old relic of Revolutionary 
days. A brother of the father, Volney Gee, 
served bravely during the Civil War and was 
among the first to answer his country's call. When 
an attempt was made to cross the Potomac Bridge 
at Fredericksburgh in the face of a murderous 
fire from the other side, and the commanding 
officer called for volunteers to make the dash, he, 
-with others, in the face of almost certain death, 
undertook the hopeless task. Nearly all of the 
courageous Federals fell before the deadly fire of 
the rebel troops. 

Volney Gee was thrice wounded in the right 
arm and when told that it must be amputated to 
save his life, replied that he had rather be sent 
borne dead than lose his arm. Every effort possi- 
ble was made to preserve his life, but the heroic 
young soldier expired in the hospital in Washing- 
ton. He was Sergeant of his company, and records 
show him one of the bravest soldiers of the war, 
gallant in action, resolute and fearless. Physi- 
cally, he was a magnificent specimen of manhood, 
six feet in height, as straight as an arrow, and 
was indeed a soldier 'born. John S. Gee, the 
great-grandfather of our subject, was a small 
farmer and hotel-keeper of Virgil, N. Y., and his 
hotel was a rendezvous for the soldiers of the 
War of 1812. At his death this property was in- 
herited by Jacob B., who was his only son. Jacob 
sold the old home and removed to Steuben 
County, N. Y. He was a tiller of the soil, and in 
1833 he journeyed to Michigan on a prospecting 
tour, and in the pioneer days of 1835 brought his 
family to the then far West and settled in Calhoun 
County, Mich. He took up a small piece of land 
from the Government and bought other real-estate 
near Albion. William N., the only living son, was 
then a lad of eiglit years. The paternal grandfa- 
ther married at nineteen years of age Miss Libby 
Ballou, who was born in Herkimer County, N. Y. 
She was the daughter of a Frenchman, and a niece 
of a celebrated sea-captain. The noted Methodist 
preacher, Ballou, was one of this same family, as 



was also the mother of the late President Garfield. 
Five of the ten children of the paternal grandfa- 
ther are deceased, and their mother long since 
passed away. 

Our subject's father, William N., the eldest, was 
the possessor of more than ordinary ability but had 
little opportunity to gain an education, as he was 
early obliged to assist his father in the support of 
the brothers and sistei*s who clustered about the 
family hearth. When onl3' twenty years of age 
he was united in marriage with Miss Lucinda 
Turner, the daughter of P.lijah Turner, a farmer 
and the son of a once wealthy distiller whom the 
revenue laws ruined. The distiller, known as 
Judge Turner, was a prominent politician of his 
day and a man widely known and respected. It 
was in 1853 that Jacob B. Gee removed to Muske- 
gon County and made his home not far from 
Whitehall, and there upon the old homestead he 
is \'et living. The Gee family in the West repre- 
sent four generations: Jacob B., the only son 
of John J.; William N., the only living son of Jacob 
B.; James J., the only living son of William N., 
and the children of James J.: Carl, Merle and Lynn. 
William N. and his family came to Muskegon* 
County in 1865. He has been a successful general 
agriculturist and fruit-grower and has accumulated 
a comfortable competence. He has been a member 
of the Muthodist Episcopal Church since 1857, and 
is and has been a life-long temperance man, 
being identified with the Prohibition party. He 
has never accepted a political office, but has been 
a Trustee and for many years a Class- leader in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

In the parental father were five children, one 
dying in infancy. Emma, the eldest living, was 
for fifteen years a successful teacher in the pub- 
lic schools. She is an active worker in the 
Woman's Christian Temperance Union, and is a 
clear and forcible writer, strong in argument, 
and choice in diction. A maiden lad}^ she makes 
her home with her parents. Clara married G. A. 
Sumner, formerl^^ a merchant, but now cultivating 
one of the fine fruit farms of J.J. Gee; Cora Bird, 
the youngest girl, was a graduate of Whitehall 
High School and died in early womanhood. James 
J. our subject, attained to adult age upon his fath- 
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er's farm. He was fourteen yeai-s old when, in 1865, 
his parents came to Muskegon County. He 
completed his education in the Whitehall High 
School and afterward taught for one year. Later 
he entered the hardware store of P. Morse & Son, 
of Whitehall, but, the firm failing at the end of 
two years' service, he purchased the stock from the 
creditors entirely on time and against the advice 
of his friends, who warned him that by so doing 
he would only make a second failure of the 
business. Confident of his own ability and deter- 
mined to succeed, Mr. Gee went ahead with 
courage and from the first steadily made his 
upward way, the business increasing constantly, 
until now he controls one of the largest hardware 
and furniture trades in this part of Michigan. 
Beginning for himself about fifteen years ago 
with about $1,000 capital, our subject has ac- 
cumulated a handsome property and aside from 
his business interests in Whitehall is extensively 
engaged in fruit-growing, owning one of the 
finest young fruit farms in Muskegon County and 
another equally as valuable in Oceana County. 
Mr. Gee is an enthusiast in horticulture, giving it 
much careful study and attention, and receives 
both pleasure and profit from the possession 
of these valuable pieces of real estate. He firmly 
believes that Michigan has the finest fruit soil and 
climate of any State east of the Rockies. Upon 
his Muskegon and Oceana County farms he lias 
five thousand five hundred trees, the choicest var- 
ieties of peaches, apples, quinces, plums and pears 
grown in this latitude. 

Combining business and recreation, our subject 
now spends much of his time in his orchards, and 
for the past few years has allowed himself more 
opportunity for rest and relaxation from the 
daily cares of life. By untiring industrj' and 
shrewd business management attaining the pinnacle 
of success, he can now afford to let others do the 
work, while he yet continues the watc^hful over- 
sight necessary to the prosperity of his extensive 
business interests. Mr. Gee has not desired to 
hold local office, never feeling he could spare the 
time from his own private business, which so long 
demanded his unceasing care. Our subject is, 
however, a public-spirited man, and with eflflciency 



served one term as Supervisor of the township 
and for two terms ably discharged the duties of 
Treasurer of the township. 

In August of the year 1880, Mr. Gree and Miss 
Ida Widoe, of Whitehall, were united in mar- 
riage. Mrs. Gee is a daughter of the late John 
Widoe, a prominent clothing merchant of White- 
hall. He was born in Pennsylvania, and was 
the worthy descendant of a long line of brave and 
honored ancestry. The attractive home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Gee has been blessed by the birth of 
three sons: Carl, aged twelve years; Merle, ten 
years old; and Lynn, aged eight years. Our subject 
and his estimable wife arc both vi^lued members of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church and are active in 
benevolent enterprises. Fraternally, Mr. Gee is 
connected with the Ancient Free & Accepted 
Masons, and in his social, business and church 
relations commands the esteem and high regard of 
the entire community of old friends and ac- 
quaintances. 
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ROF. JOSEPH H. SHEFFIELD, the effi- 
i cient and cultured Principal of the Mus- 
kegon High School, is a native of New 
England, and was bom June 21, 1861, in 
the city of Worcester, Worcester County-, Mass. 
The Sheflields are of English ancestry and early 
became permanent settlers in Rhode Island and 
New York. Charles P. Sheffield, the father of Jo- 
seph H., was born in Franklin County, N. Y. The 
mother of our subject, Lucy (Keach) Sheffield, was 
the daughter of Joseph H. Keach, a prominent citi- 
zen of Connecticut, who long resided in Windham 
County, the birthplace of his children. Remaining 
in Worcester throughout the years of boyhood. 
Prof. Sheffield prepared for college in the Worces- 
ter High School, from which, after a full course, he 
graduated with honor in 1879. In the fall of the 
same year he entered Harvard University and, 
taking the classical course, at the expiration of 
four years graduated with the Class of '83, receiv- 
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ing the degree of A. B. Prof. Sheffield was also 
the recipient of especial honors in Latin and 
Greek, and during his collegiate course made an 
enviable record in every branch of study which 
he pursued. Having enjoyed the benefit of ex- 
tended instruction, he decided to engage in the 
vocation of a teacher, and in the fall of 1883 took 
charge of Old Lyme Academy, located in the town 
of Old Lyme, Conn., situated on the Connecticut 
River. 

Prof. Sheffield for a twelvemonth retained the 
Principalship of the academy, but in the fall of 
1884 journeyed to the West and became Principal 
of the High School of Manistee, Mich., and suc- 
cessfully held the responsible position until 1889, 
when he accepted the charge of the Muskegon 
High School and was immediately installed as 
Principal. With an average attendance of two 
hundred students, the Muskegon High School 
justly boasts of its high grade of scholarship, its 
pupils entering since 1890 the State Univeraity at 
Ann Arbor with a high record, of which Prof. 
Sheffield ma}'^ well be proud. The thorough coui-se 
comprises four years of Latin, two of Greek, two 
of German, and two of French, and throughout the 
entire four years the higher branches of English 
are pursued, trigonometry being the highest math- 
ematics taught. Prof. Sheffield has seven capa- 
ble assistants, each excelling in his own depart- 
ment The graduates of the Muskegon High 
School now entering the University of Ann Arbor 
as freshmen have enjoyed a most thorough prep- 
aration for college, and many of them will un- 
doubtedly take high rank in the university classes. 
The new High School building recently erected is 
a handsome edifice, built of terra cotta and brick 
and resting upon a fine stone foundation. It con* 
tains extensive laboratories used in the study of 
chemistry, natural philosophy, physiology, biol- 
ogy and physical geography. This magnificent 
edifice cost about $60,000. 

While in college. Prof. Sheffield was a member 
of the Phi Beta Kappa and much enjoys the re- 
unions of the fraternity. On the 1 1th of July, 1886, 
our subject and Miss W. A. Buchner, of Saginaw, 
Mich., and daughter of Isaac Buchner, were united 
in marriage. Mr. Sheffield and his accomplished 



wife are the parents of two daughtei-s and one son: 
Pyrrha B., Ida K. and Charles V. Mi-s. Sheffield 
is a valued member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, and, socially, occupies a prominent posi- 
tion. Achieving excellent results as an instructor, 
and devoted to the duties of his profession, Prof. 
Sheffield also takes an active interest in the move- 
ments of the day and is a liberal-spirited citizen, 
progressive and enterprising. 
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ETER H. WINTERMUTE, proprietor of the 
leading livery, board and sales stable at 

^ Muskegon, was born in Orange Count}', N. 
J., on the 30th of November, 1834. He 
traces his ancestry to Germany, whence in an early 
day his paternal grandfather, John Wintermute, 
emigrated to America, making settlement in New 
Jersey. There, in 1810, Septer Wintermute, the fa- 
ther of our subject, was born, and in Orleans Coun- 
ty, that State, in 1813, Emeline l^rtholf, mother 
of our subject, opened her eyes upon the scenes of 
earth. The former followed the business of a 
hotel-keeper in various places, and also conducted 
a livery stable. 

The second son in a family consisting of three 
sons and two daughter, Peter H. Wintermute 
passed the first four years of his life in his native 
place, whence he was taken by his parents to Illi- 
nois. There for two years he resided in Bernadotte, 
removing from there to Pekin, the same State. 
After spending four years there, the family went 
to Wisconsin and settled in Whitewater, where 
the parents remained until their death. Peter H. 
remained in that city until 1870; when he removed 
to Milwaukee, Wis., and there continued the liv- 
ery business, which he had carried on in White- 
water for two years prior to his removal. 

In the spring of 1875 Mr. Wintermute came to 
Muskegon, Mich., bringing with him the equip- 
ments of his livery stable, and purchasing prop- 
erty in the business centre of the city. In 1881 
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he erected for the more extensive prosecution of 
his business a brick buihling, 70x150 feet in di- 
mensions, and two stories in height. Here he con- 
ducts a large and profitable business, both with 
the people of Muskegon and the surrounding 
country. In his stable may be found a large num- 
ber of valuable horses belonging to himself, as 
well as many owned by residents of the city. He 
also carries a full line of hacks, carriages, coupes 
and phffitons, which he rents at reasonable rates. 
In 1872 Mr. Wintermute was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Reta, daughter of Joel Clapp, of 
Whitewater, Wis., and one child has been born to 
bless this union, a daughter, Lucy C. Having 
made a careful study of the political issues of the 
age, Mr. Wintermute has cast his influence on the 
side of the Democratic party, which he invariably 
supports. In his fraternal relations he is identi- 
fied with the Masonic fraternity and the Knights 
Templar, being prominently connected with these 
social organizations. He is a stockholder and Di- 
rector in the Muskegon Savings Bank, and is also 
prominently connected with other leading enter- 
prises of the city and county. His attention, how- 
ever, is devoted principally to the details of his 
extensive business, and it is through his excellent 
judgment, tact and discrimination that he has been 
enabled to succeed where others might have failed. 
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ROF. GERRIT J. KOLLEN. Among the 
well-known educatoi*s of the State of 
Michigan, there is not one who has at- 
tained a higher degree of prominence 
than Prof. Gerrit J. Kollen, who is the most effi- 
cient, trustworthy and capable President of Hope 
College, at Holland, Mich. He is a product of 
Holland, where he was born on the 9th of August, 
1843, being named in honor of his worthy father, 
whose life was devoted to tilling the soil in his 
native land. 

When the subject of this sketch was about two 
years of age he was left fatherless, he being the 



youngest of five children born to his parents. As 
a youth he possessed an original and active miud, 
and being of a rather adventurous disposition and 
an inquiring mind, he looked below the mere 
surface of things and was considered a promising 
lad. In 1851, he, in company with his widowed 
mother, who is still living at the advanced age of 
ninety yeai-s, in full possession of physical and 
mental vigor, crossed the broad Atlantic to the 
United States, and with her settled in Allegau 
County, Midi., where his early schooling was ob- 
tained. In 1862, he entered the preparatory de- 
partment of Hope College, at Holland, in which he 
took the full classical course, graduating in the year 
1868. Very shortly after leaving school he en- 
gaged in teaching, and during the three years that 
he taught in the district schools of the county he 
made an enviable record for himself as aii educator, 
and gained much practical knowledge of the re- 
quirements and duties of a successful instructor. 
At the end of that time he was elected Assistant- 
Professor of Mathematics in his Alma Mater, and 
in 18^8 was made Professor of Pure and Applied 
Matheuiatics, which position he held until 1885, 
when he became Professor of Applied Mathematics 
and Political Economy, and also had chart^e of 
the Chair of Logic. The duties of these positions 
he filled so ably, so cheerfully and to such purpose 
that in 1893 he was elected President of the col- 
lege, a po.sition his fine and cultured mind and his 
past experience as a disciplinarian eminently fit 
him for. Although the friend of all his pupils 
and their sympathetic adviser, he commands their 
utmost respect, and accordingly system and order 
are among the rules of his institution. He has 
proven himself to be the right man in the right 
place, and that the college is a popular one is at- 
tested by the fact that it is largely patronized. 

Prof. Kollen was married in 1879, Miss Mary 
W. Van Raalte becoming his wife. She was a 
daughter of Rev. Dr. A. C. Van Raalte, the 
founder of Hope College and of the city in which 
it is located, and a sketch of whom will appear 
in another part of this volume. Prof. Koileo is a 
strong Protectionist and has taught that theory in 
his classes of political economy for many years. 
He is therefore in sympathy with the Republican 
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among the prominent settlers, And both the father 
and mother of Mrs. Gillhespy passed away in this 
county, deeply mourned by all who knew them. 
Mrs. Field died in 1854, but Mr. Field survived 
until 1890, reaching the advanced age of eighty- 
three. He and his excellent wife were the parents 
of five children. Lovina was the eldest; Harriet, 
deceased, was the wife of H. Hilliard; John II., 
deceased, died in the army during the late war; the 
fourth child died in infancy; and Albert is also de- 
ceased. In 1859 our subject and a Mr. Patterson 
erected on the farm a sawmill, which had water 
power and carried an upright saw. This mill 
Mr. Gillhespy conducted until 1887. In 1875 he 
built his present attractive and commodious resi- 
dence. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gillhespy began life on the farm 
with but very little capital save their hope, cour- 
age and stout wills, and could sum up their 
possessions in the land, a log house and yoke of 
oxen. At first the wife assisted her husband in 
the out-door work, and aided him in clearing 
until the country became more tliickly settled and 
they could aflford to hire hands. Of their home 
farm of one hundred and twenty acres, one 
hundred and five are in a high state of cultiva- 
tion, and, aside from this property, Mr. Gillhespy 
has one hundred and forty acres of land in 
Chester Township, eighty of which are under 
profitable cultivation. Eleven children have with 
their bright presence blessed the home. The 
sons and daughters are: Ann, wife of William 
Pierce; Franklin; Ellen, wife of Thomas Morley; 
Eleanor, wife of Adam River; Ethlenia, the wife 
of Jacob Host; John; James; Amelia, wife of 
Edward Kelly; Lovina, wife of George Joblon- 
ski; William and George. Ellen and Eleanor are 
twins. Our subject and his good wife are mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and are 
prominent in the social and benevolent work of 
the denomination. They are also both worthy 
members of the Patrons of Industry. Frater- 
nally, Mr. Gillhespy is associated with Ravenna 
Lodge No. 355, 1. O. O.F.; he has filled all the 
chairs of the order, and is now Representative of 
the lodge to the Grand Lodge at Lansing. Mrs. 
Gillhespy is a Rebecca degree member. Aside 



from his present public work as a member of the 
Board of Equalization, our subject has efiScienUj 
discharged the duties of Highway Commissioner, 
and fully commands the high regard of all his 
fellow-townsmen. 



5L 



=s:: 



.^1. 



^ 




(^ 



■» 




ORENZO PILLEN, of section 23, Dalton 
J Township, Muskegon County, is one of the 
1^ large land-owners of this locality. A na- 



tive of Canada, his birth occurred at Kingston in 
1830. His father, George Pillcn, a native of Lan- 
cashire, was of humble parentage, and early in 
life, being obliged to make his living, learned the 
weaver's trade. He was onlj' eighteen ycsars old 
when he went into the British army, enlisting in 
the service for life. He was a faithful soldier for 
more than eleven years and took part in the great 
wars with France and Napoleon. He was never 
wounded or taken prisoner, but at length became 
dissatisfied with army life and after paying $80 
managed to secure his discharge papei-s. After 
this had been effected he removed to Kingston, 
Canada, where for several years he was a servant 
He was there married to Miss Elizalieth, daughter 
of Simon and Mary (Walker) Hough, and who was 
born in Canada. Simon Hough was a refugee at 
the time of the Revolutionary War and was a Tory. 
He received eight hundred acres of Government 
land, two hundred of which fell as an inheritance 
to our subject's mother. Mr. Hough i-emoved to 
Victoria County and brought up his family on a 
farm. He afterward returned to Kingston to live 
with one of his children. At the time of his death 
he was ninety-two 3ears of age, and was a member 
of the Methodist P^piscopal Church. His wife 
passed away in her seventy-eighth year. 

Lorenzo Pillen is the third in his father's familv 
of nine children, the othera in order of birth be- 
ing John, Adolphus, Charles, Parker, Henry; Fi- 
nctta, deceased, wife of William Tool; Hannah, 
wife of Davis McLaughlin; and Julia Ann, wife 
of Peter Van Allen. Our subject received much 
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dence of Mr. and Mrs. MaflPett is desirably located 
upon the corner of Maflfett and Delano Streets. 
Politically a Republican, Mr. Maflfett has taken a 
high place in the local councils of the party and 
has occupied with distinction various offices of 
trust. As a member of the School Board he has 
materially aided in the advancement of educa- 
tional progress by encouraging the development of 
a higher grade of instruction and scholarship. In 
1892 he was elected Village Treasurer of Muskegon 
Heights, and through his faithful discharge of offi- 
cial duties has won the confidence of the entire 
community. 
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W^ILLIAM M. McKILLIP, an enterprising 
and prominent citizen and a retired lumber- 
man of Muskegon, Midi., wlio for two-score 
years actively engaged in business in the Wolver- 
ine State, has acquired a han<lsome competence and 
materially aided in the rapid growth of the vital 
interests of Muskegon County. The early home of 
or subject was in Washington County, N. Y., where 
he was born February 12, 1822. His parent-s, David 
and Mary (Mc Lean) McKillip. long-time and well- 
known residents of the Empire State, were of 
Scotch ancestry, the families having earl 3' emi- 
grated to the United States, where they took a 
leading place among the honest, industrious and 
law-abiding citizens to whom the prosperity of our 
country is due. The father was born in New York, 
and received his education and youthful training 
in his native State, where he married and passed 
many 3'ears of usefulness, engaged in the occupa- 
tion of a carpenter and builder. The maternal an- 
cestors of Mr. McKillipcame from the Old Country 
to New .Jersey about a century ago, the grandfather, 
James McLean, having been born in that State. 
Our subject passed the days of boyhood upon his 
father's farm and, attending the district school of 
the home neighborhood, obtained a good rudi- 
mentary education. 

Energetic and self reliant, Mr. McKillip at the 



age of fourteen began life for himself, and, de- 
termined to make his own way in the world, set 
about acquiring a trade. Having learned cooper- 
ing, he decided to try his fortune in the broader 
fields of the West and, journeying to Ohio, settled 
in Summit County, working at his trade in that lo- 
cality for the succeeding two years. In 1846, at- 
tracted by the business prospects of Chicago, our 
subject made his home in the Garden City,where he 
continued for five years, meeting with ready and re- 
munerative employment. In 1851, Mr. McKillip lo- 
cated in Travei-se City, Mich., and was superinten- 
dent of a lumbering companj' until the fall of 1861, 
when he returned to Chicago and for four years 
resided in the Western metropolis. In the spring 
of 1865, our subject went to the Upper Peninsula 
and took charge of several sawmills, continuing 
there for two years, handling the extensive lumber 
interests of John S. Reed <fe Co., a pioneer lumber 
firm, with headquarters at Chicago. In the early 
part of 1867, locating in Muskegon, Mr. McKillip 
became superintendent of Chapin, Marsh & Co.'s 
Mills, manufacturers of lumber, and for fifteen 
3'ears retaining his responsible position gave great 
satisfaction to the firm, who thoroughly appreciated 
his business ability and energy. From 1881 to 
1891 he was a member of the firm of McKillip <fe Co., 
of Manistee, Mich., engaged extensively m manu- 
facturing lumber. 

In 1853 were united in marriage William M. 
McKillip and Miss Emma J. Hopper, of Chicago, 
daughter of George Hopper. The union was blessed 
by the birth of four children, three of whom sur- 
vive. George H., a leading citizen, is the present 
Recorder of Muskegon; Mary J. is the wife of C. 
O. Padly; Hattie is married to W. H. Mann, of 
Muskegon. Financially prospered, our subject is a 
stockholder and Director of the Lumberman's Na- 
tional Bank of Muskegon, and is likewise a stock- 
holder and Director of the Muskegon Booming 
Company, having been prominently connected 
with the latter organization for many yeai's. The 
home of Mr. and Mrs. McKillip, one of the best in 
the city and located at No. 1 1 1 W. Webster Street, is 
the abode of hospitality and the scene of many a re- 
union of old-time friends. Politically a stanch 
Republican, our subject takes an active interest in 
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both local and national issues, but has never been 
in any sense of the word a politician, his earnest 
efforts throughout his successful career having been 
devoted to the demands of a large and prosperous 
business. 
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JLLIAM FAY, the enterprising wholesale 
paper dealer and printer of Muskegon, 
Mich., handles Japanese napkins, station- 
ery, lead pencils, and manila fibre and other wrap- 
ping papers, fine and coarse. Born in Hampden 
County, Mass., January 30, 1821, our subject was 
the son of William H. Fay, Sr., a native of Massa- 
chusetts and a pioneer settler of Ohio, wliere he 
passed many years and died in 1882. The mo- 
ther, Mary (Loomis) Fay, was likewise born in 
Hampden County, Mass., and was the daughter of 
Uriah Loomis, who was of English ancestry, and 
who in a very early day in the history of our 
country made his home in the old Bay State, and 
later actively engaged in the Revolutionary War. 

Our subject was only an infant when, with his 
parents, he journeyed to Ohio, where he remained 
until 1849, receiving a good common-school edu- 
cation in the free schools of the home district. In 
1849, then about twentj'-eight years of age, Mr. 
Fay went to tlie South and located in Virginia, 
where he entered into railroading, and continued 
in that employment for several years. He later 
established a shipj-ard at Richmond, Va., and con- 
ducted the business until 1862, when he was ar- 
rested by the Confederates and imprisoned for a. 
time in Richmond, and was later transferred to 
Salisbury, N. C, where he was kept a prisoner for 
over a year. During this time he was in Salis- 
bury, from May 1 to September, 1862, and was im- 
prisoned with five hundred other wretched crea- 
tures, two hundred and thirty-nine of the number 
starving to death. 

From September 1, 1862, until January 1, 1864, 
Mr. Fay remained a prisoner in Richmond, tbcp, 



released, went into the secret service department 
of the Federal army and engaged as a scout in 
the Confederate camps. He met with many nar- 
row escapes, at one time having a rope placed 
around his neck, saving himself only by strat- 
egy. He remained in the secret service until the 
close of the war, and when the struggle was ended 
returned again to Richmond. Our subject was 
with Gen. Butler as aid and guide from January 
until June, 1864, and with Gen. Grant at Cold 
Harbor did valuable service for the Union cause 
in and about Richmond until October 16, 1864. 
At this latter date Mr. Fay returned to Gen. But- 
ler, wlio was occupying the north side of the 
James River, near Can trill's line. Our subject 
continued with Gen. Butler until he was succeeded 
by Gen. E. O. C. Ord, and was then at the service 
of the latter until the surrender of Richmond. 
While with Grant our subject kept up a daily cor- 
respondence between Richmond and the Union 
lines. Mr. Fay, who performed invaluable work for 
the Government, was greatly assisted by his wife 
and friends in Richmond, and in the performance of 
his dangerous duties became acquainted with Sec- 
retary of War Randolph. While under Gen. Ord, 
our subject, possessing a thorough knowledge of the 
people, their customs and the country thereabout, 
captured a number of prisonei*s at various times, 
and now owns two guns and a pistol he took at 
one time from his prisonei'S. 

After the fall of Richmond Mr. Fay conducted 
Gen. Wetzel's armj- into the city, and, riding at the 
head of the column, became intimately acquainted 
with all the generals who occupied the old South- 
ern city. These commandera were Gens. Deut, 
Hallock, Schofield, Stoneman, Terry and Patrick. 
During the occupation of Richmond Mr. Fay 
saved the life of Gen. Hallock, who was about to 
become the victim of an assassin. After peace 
was assured our subject was appointed Inspector 
of the post of Richmond, and held the posi- 
tion until the trial of President Andrew John- 
son. Mr. Fay remained in Richmond until the 
year 1884, and was one of the grand jury which 
indicted Jeflf Davis for treason. In the year 
1884, making his permanent home in Muskegon, 
he ^nt^J"^^ ^^^^ ^^^ prcsept Uuq of business, 
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which he has since prosperously conducted. Po- 
litically a stalwart Republican, our bubjcct has 
been a member of the party from the first day of 
its formation. 

In 1852, in Richmond, Va., were united in mar- 
riage William Fay and Miss Eliza T. Hicks, a na- 
tive of the Old Dominion and daughter of Pleas- 
ant Hicks. Four living daughters and two sons, 
deceased, have blessed the home. Georgie is the 
widow of Edward T. Merrill, of Muskegon, and is 
prominent in the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union work; Alice is the wife of Lewis C. Scull, of 
Muskegon; Mary is at home; and Mattie is em- 
ployed as a book-keeper in Muskegon. The cheerful 
and attractive family residence, located at No. 77 
San ford Street, is the scene of many pleasant 
gatherings of friends, the home being the abode 
of hospitality. Few men did the amount of dan- 
gerous service for the preservation of the Union 
which fell to the lot of Mr. Fay, who never found 
a path too dangerous to tread, and never fal- 
tered when duty urged him to an effort which in- 
volved life and death. The remembrance of his 
devotion to the Federal cause is a precious legacy 
with which he maj^ endow his children, a bequest 
more enduring than houses or lands. 
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^ OREN O. BEERMAN, the leading and pros- 
perous dealer in pianos, organs and all 
ids of musical instruments of Muskegon, 
Mich., is widely known as the organizer of the 
Muskegon City Band, which, containing twenty- 
two pieces, is one of the ftnest drilled bands on 
the eastern shore of Lake Michigan. Mr. Beer- 
man is justly proud of the ability and success of 
the Muskegon City Band, of which he has had the 
entire supervision and training and directing of 
the music. In 1890, in competition at the Band 
Tournament held at Big Rapids, the Muskegon 
City Band took the first money and won the 
plaudits of an admiring audience. During the 
summer the band give open-air concerts and in 



the winter play in the Opera House. In his busi- 
ness as a dealer in musical instruments our subject 
has acquired an extended trade, carrying a full 
line of musical goods of the best manufacture and 
most popular makes. A native of Canada, and 
born in Ontario, March 6, 1851, our subject is the 
son of Stephen Beerman, likewise born in Canada, 
but now residing in Muskegon, Mich., having late 
in life removed from the Dominion to the United 
States. The mother, Sarah (Pattei*son) Beerman, 
was a native of New York and the descendant of 
a well-known and highly respected family of the 
Empire Slate. 

Our subject spent his early years in Canada, 
and in the Dominion received an excellent edu- 
cation. At sixteen yeara of age he removed to 
the States and located in Ferry&burg, Mich., 
where he worked for ten yeai*s in a sawmill. 
Later he learned the trade of a carriage-maker, 
and in 1877 went into the business on his own ac- 
count, continuing the manufacture of vehicles for 
twelve years. He then sold out the carriage busi- 
ness and engaged in handling musical instruments. 
The musical talent of Mr. Beerman undoubtedly 
influenced him in his choice of business, and, ex- — 
celling as a band-master and director, he has roade^ 
a wide acquaintance and enviable reputation .^ 
The open-air concerts and the musical program me^^ 
given by the Muskegon City Band in the Oper-^ 
House have done much to elevate the standai — ^ 
of music in Muskegon County and the near vicinit^^c: 

In 1873 Lorcn O. Beerman and Miss Ma»- _ 
Burbank were united in marriage. The estimatznJ 
wife of our subject was a long-time resident 
Spring Lake, Mich., and is the daughter of Isi 
Burbank, a native of Ontario, Canada. The uni 
of Mr. and Mrs. Beerman has been blessed 
the birth of one son, Fred L., now seventeen ye 
old, who IS possessed of a very high order of 
sical ability and plays the piano, the euphi i./ 
and trombone. He is also an excellent perforinc 
on the traps and drum and takes a leading pi 
in the concerts, being a pleasing soloist and a fa 
vorite with the audiences. Our subject is fra- 
ternally a Knight of P3'thias, and is a member ol 
Banner Lodge, I. O. O. F., of Lake Side, Muskegon. ^ 
He is also connected with the Knights of the Mac- 
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integrity, ability and enterprise. In 1878 be mar- 
ried Miss Ella J. Meade, a daughter of A. C. 
Meade, of Beloit, Wis. In politics, Mr. Ross 
is a Republican and, socially, is a Knight Templar 
in the Masonic fraternity, Michigan City Lod^e. 




EZRA STEARNS is one of the old residents 
and early settlers of Muskegon County, 
fw - having purchased land on section 2, Fruit- 
land Township, where he still resides, in 1867. 
Moreover, he is a veteran of the late Civil War, 
and as one of the brave preservers of the Union 
he is the more entitled to mention in the history 
of one of the States and counties which did so 
nuich to maintain the liberty and prosperity now 
enjoyed. 

Our subject is a native of the Bay State, wliere 
hi.-j birth occurred in 1836. He is of English de- 
scent, his paternal ancestors having emigrated to 
New England from their native land. The grand- 
parents, Cyrus and Sarah (Weeks) Stearns, were 
re.>idents of Goshen, Mass., for a nuinl)er of years. 
The former was a blacksmith by trade and contin- 
ued at that arduous employment until he reached 
advanced yeare, when he retired from business and 
passed his remaining years with his children. lie 
had passed his ninetieth birthday when summoned 
from this life, and his wife had passed from the 
shore of time but a few yeai'S previous to his de- 
mise. He was a member of the old Predestinarian 
Baptist Church. 

The father of our subject, Alanson Stearns, was 
one of seven children, the others being as follows: 
Ezra, Electa, Almeda, Levi, Enos and Thomas. He 
was born in 1800 in Goshen, Mass., and made his 
home with his parents until his marriage, which 
occurred when he reached his twenty -second j'ear. 
In his youth he learned the blacksmith's trade of 
his father and followed that vocation together 
with farming throughout life. In 1832, he wed- 
ded Eliza Ann Dumbleton. For a number of 



years thereafter, he rented land in Massachusetts, 
and it was not until 1854 that he removed to this 
State. He purchased land near Brooklyn, Jackson 
County, and to the clearing and cultivation of the 
property devoted himself for several years. Af- 
ter the war he became a resident of Leoni and there 
resided until his death. He and his wife were de- 
voted members of the Baptist Church, and for many 
vears he held the office of Deacon in the same. 

• 

In regard to politics, he was first a Whig and 
later a Republican. To himself and wife were 
born ten children, as follows: James; John, de- 
ceased; Ezra, of whom we write; Marcia R., who^ 
death occurred at about the age of fourteen years; 
Ellen M., the widow of Jairus Bewer; 8. Harvey, 
deceased; Edwin, who wedded Mary Hinman; Car- 
rie G., widow of Dwight J. Bewer; Frederick, de- 
ceased; and P>ncst W., deceased. The mother of 
these children died in Brooklyn, and the father 
married again, taking for his second wife Mrs. 
Margaret Aylsworth, whose maiden name was 
Hinman. Two children were born of this mar- 
riage, Charles and Minnie. 

Ezra Stearns was given good educational advan- 
tages and assisted his father dutifully until he 
was twenty-five years old. At this time, in com- 
pany with him, he purchased eighty acres of land 
and, as previously stated, in 1867 finally located 
on the land which has been in his possession up to 
the present time. He has become a successful ag- 
riculturist and is recognized as such by all who 
know him. Though his original purchase in this 
community was a tract of one hundred and eighty 
acres, he has since disposed of a portion, but still 
owns one hundred and twenty acres of valuable 
land, upon which he has placed many improve- 
ments. In Lenawee County, Mr. Stearns was 
united in marriage with Miss Mary E. Allen, 
daughter of Alfred A. and Nancy J. (Stearns) Al- 
len. Three children have come to bless the home 
of this worthy couple: Arthur A.; Susie E., now 
the wife of H. B. Carr; and Frederique M. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stearns are active workers in the 
Baptist Church, in which they have held member- 
ship for a number of years. In politics, our sub- 
ject is a stanch Republican and fraternally is affil- 
iated with N. H. Ferry Post No. 3, G. A. R, of 
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^biteliall. The boys in blue have a warm place 

^^ his heart, for he was one of their number for 

^liree years and one month during the war. On the 

^Oth of September, 1861, he enlisted as a private in 

Company H, First Regiment Michigan E. & M. He 

^as, with his regiment, placed in the Army of the 

Cumberland and served on detached duty nearly 

s// the time during his term. He was stationed in 

-ffentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi and 

^eor^ia,and participated in two engagements, one 

*^ J^^erryville and the other atLaVergne, near 

otoT^ ^ River. As a soldier his career was always 

^a. *-!!«: ^d by fidelity to duty and unwavering 

coua-^^ge. These qualities he has carried into the 

^^ ■'tiX:^ er battles of life, and as a citizen is patriotic 

^^ ^^ "^rue to his country in times of peace as well. 





EORGE McMillan has been for a quarter 

of a century a leading agriculturist of Dal- 

ton Township, Muskegon County, and for 

^ly that length of time has lived on his farm, 

<^h is situated on section 30. His parents were 

^ham and Melvina(Pangborn) McMillan. Our 

Get's paternal grandfather was of Scotch an- 

^••y, though his birth occurred in the northern 

of Ireland. After receiving a good education 

^ oame to the United States alone and made 

^"^til^TOcnt in Onondaga County, N. Y. He was 

^'^I'ied in this country and reared a family of two 

*^^^ren, Abraham and Arthur, the latter of whom 

*^^ in early manhood of smallpox. The mother, 

^^^5ie maiden name was Catherine Smith, was the 

*^-*^^w of a Mr. Speed at the time of her marriage 

^^k^ Mr. McMillan, and by her first union had 

children, Nicholas and Hannah. 

t)raham McMillan, Jr., was born in Onondaga 

nty, N. Y., where he passed his boyhood days. 

^^'^"t« early in life he began working in a woolen 

*^^'^ory and was employed there for many years. 

^^ ^rved an apprenticeship of three yeai-s at the 

^^^ksmith's trade and afterward followed that 

^^^^2ation, About 1841, he married in New York 
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a daughter of John and Polly Pangbom. About 
ten years later, Mr. McMillan removed with his 
family to St. Joseph County, Mich., and opened a 
blacksmith shop in the village of Burr Oak, which 
place was the scene of his labors until he was sum- 
moned by the Death Angel in 1875. His wife 
survived him only two years. In politics he was 
a Whig and a strong Abolitionist After the organ- 
ization of the Republican party, he became one of 
its stanchest supporters. 

The subject of this record was born in Mar- 
cellus, Onondaga County, N. Y., in 1844. In his 
boyhood he acquired a good education in the dis- 
trict schools and learned the blacksmith's trade of 
his father. He remained under the homestead 
roof until his twentieth year, when he started out 
to make his own livelihood. For two years he en- 
gaged in blacksmithing at Burr Oak, and in 1866 
located on Muskegon Lake, doing blacksmithing 
for lumbermen. The following year he abandoned 
his trade and has since almost exclusively de- 
voted himself to the care of the farm which is still 
his home and of which he then purchased a por- 
tion. On the place was considerable timber, both 
hardwood and pine. Mr. McMillan afterward be- 
came the owner of forty acres adjoining and culti- 
vates sixty acres of the farm. The timber was 
quite valuable and brought to the owner a con- 
siderable income for many yeai-s. In. connection 
with his farm, Mr. McMillan has carried on a 
blacksmith shop to some extent. 

On the 16th of April, 1865, occurred the mar- 
riage of our subject and Miss Emeline Wilcox,who 
was born in Branch County, Mich., and is the 
daughter of Elias and Hannah (Thompson) Wil- 
cox. Four children came to gladden the home of 
our subject and wife. Etta died at the age of 
thirteen months; Nellie is the wife of Ernest R. 
Califif; Willie married Alma Lewis; and Emma re- 
sides with her parents. The children were given 
good educations and the last-named, who gradu- 
ated from the district schools, is now engaged in 
teaching. The other sister was also a successful 
teacher in this county prior to her marriage. 

For nearly fifteen years, Mr. McMillan has 
been a School Director and is greatly interested in 
the cause of education, being an advocate of our 
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admirable school system. He has faithfully served 
his township for six years as Supervisor, was Jus- 
tice of the Peace eight years and for a number of 
yeai-s was Clerk of the Township. He is a Repub- 
lican in his political convictions and is in every 
sense of the word a patriotic citizen. As a man, 
he is upright, and in all his intercourse with his 
friends and neighbor is thoroughly reliable and 
honorable. In 1870, Mr. McMillan left his farm 
and went to Whitehall and worked at his trade 
for about two years, when he returned to liis 
farm. 
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HAUNCEY E. KOON, M. D., a noted sur- 
. geon of Michigan, and a prominent resi- 
7J dent of Casenovia, was born in Tyrone 
Township, Steuben County, N. Y., October 1, 1843, 
and is a son of Alanson and Manilla (Wells) Koon. 
His father, a native of New York and a black- 
smith b}' trade, came to Michjo^an in the spring of 
1844 and settled in Hillsdale County, where lie 
died about 1868, at the age of sixty-eight. In 
politics, he was first a Whig and afterward a Re- 
publican. In religious matters, he was a believer 
in the doctrines of the Haptist Church, with which 
he was identified. He was of Dutch descent, and 
the family name was originally Kuhn. 

The mother of our subject was a daughter of 
Hinry Wells, a farmer, who passed his entire life 
in Steuben County, N. Y. She was the motlier of 
six sons and two daughters, all of whom attained 
maturity. Chauncey E. was reared on tlie home 
farm, and was occupied in farming pursuits when 
tlie war broke out. His patriotic spirit was at 
once aroused on behalf of the Union, and on the 
24th of August, 1861, he enlisted in Company B, 
Eleventh Michigan Infantry. With his regiment 
ho participated in the battles of Stone River, 
Chickamauga, Mission Ridge, Resaca, Kenesaw 
Mountain, Buzzard's Roost, Peach Tree Creek, 
Atlanta, and many other minor skirmishes. 

Before leaving Michigan our subject was com- 
missioned Sergeant, and after the battle of Stone 



River he was promoted to be Second Lieutenant, 
and commanded his company during that engage- 
ment. In the fall of 1863 he was commissioned 
First Lieutenant, and in the spring of 1864 be- 
came Captain. In the fall of 1864 he was honor- 
ably discharged at Sturgis, Mieh.,at the expiration 
of his term of service. Afterward he traveled 
for a number of years, engaging in the sale of 
goods. In the fall of 1870 he commenced the 
study of medicine at Lisbon, under the preceptor- 
ship of a brother. Two years later he took a 
course of lectures at the Universitj' of Michigan, 
at Ann Arbor, and subsequently was graduated 
from the Chicago Medical College. In 1873 be 
located at Casenovia, where he has since conducted 
an extensive and lucrative practice, making a 
specialty of surgery. He keeps abreast with the 
latest discoveries in the medical world, and has 
prosecuted his studies in the hospitals at Ann 
Arbor, Chicago and Belle vue. Socially, he is a 
member of the County and State Medical Socie- 
ties, and is also identified with the Masonic 
fraternity. For one year he officiated as State 
Medical Director of the Grand Army of the Re- 
public, and is a member of the United States 
Pension Board, which meets at White Cloud. 

September 7, 1866, the Doctor was united in 
marriage with Miss Rebecca S., daughter of Will- 
iam and Amanda (Lemon) Clark, natives of Mon- 
roe County, Ind. Two children have blessed this 
Union, William A. and Thomas M. The elder son 
was educated in a Normal school, and studied law 
in the University of Michigan. He is now a resi- 
dent of Minneapolis. The younger son was 
educated in the Normal at Ypsilanti, and is now 
a student in Rush Medical College at Chicago. 
Politically a Republican, the Doctor has always 
been interested in every measure calculated to 
promote tiie welfare of the communit3% and has 
been honored by his fellow-citizens with the 
higiiest office in their power to bestow, that of 
President of tlie village. 

In the medical world the name of Dr. Koon is 
well known and his abilities universally recognized. 
His biography, thus briefly related, is one that 
would honor any man ; it is a history that, when 
measured by characteristics of sturdy, unemotional 
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honesty and common-sense, marks the full rounded 
man and citizen who is equal to the higher de- 
mands of civilization. Such a man is invaluable 
in any community, and certainly the Doctor has 
proved himself an important factor in the prog- 
ress of Casenovia. 



s~ 



:^ 



m^r^m^ 



& 




}EORGE J. TILLOTSON, Vice-President of 
n the Lakeside Manufacturing Company, of 
II Muskegon, is well and favorably known 
throughout the county and is esteemed for his many 
excellent qualities of mind and heart. The firm with 
which he is identified conducts an extensive saw and 
planing mill and box-factory business, the sawing 
capacity being about one hundred and twenty-five 
thousand feet, and the annual output aggregat- 
ing some eighteen million feet. The box depart- 
ment manufactures for the general wholesale trade, 
doing a business of about $100,000 in that line. 
The affairs of the company are in a highly pros- 
perous condition, its sound business methods hav- 
ing secured for it a wide acquaintance and good 
standing in the commercial world. 

The business was originally established in 1883 
by Hunter, Tillotson & Co., who were superseded 
by the Tillotson <fe Loveless Company, with a cap- 
ital stock of $25,000. In 1890, this firm was bought 
out by P. P. Misner, whose interests were merged 
with the present Lakeside Company, which was or- 
ganized in May, 1891, with a capital stock of 
$30,000. The oflScers are, J. W. Moon, President; 
George J. Tillotson, Vice-President; P. P. Misner, 
Secretary; and W. W. Barcus, Treasurer, all well- 
known business men of Muskegon. The original 
of this notice was born in Saratoga County, N. Y., 
November 14, 1819, to the union of David and 
Sally (Hamlin) Tillotson. The motlier was born 
in Saratoga County, N. Y., and was the daughter 
of Daniel Hamlin. 

Our subject, the fourth in order of birth of 
seven children, passed his boyhood in Warren 
County, N. Y., and received his education in the 



district schools. He assisted his father on the 
farm until seventeen years of age, and then went 
to tiie village of Glens Falls, N. Y., where he was 
employed in a sawmill until 1865. From there he 
came to Muskegon, Mich., and was in the sawmill 
business in this city for eleven years. After that 
he bought a sawmill and engaged in the manufac- 
ture of lumber for two years, when he took in as 
partner E. A. Blodgett. The business was contin- 
ued under the firm name of Tillotson & Blodgett 
for eight yeai's, when our subject dis[)Osed of his 
interest to his partner. Later he bought a saw- 
mill at Bluff ton, on Muskegon Lake, and con- 
ducted this successfully for four years, when the 
mill was burned. Since that time he has been en- 
gaged with others in the sawmill and box-factory 
business, under the firm title of the Lakeside Man- 
ufacturing Company. 

Mr. Tillotson was married in 1842 to Miss 
Martha Nor r is, a resident of Glens Falls, and a 
native of Vermont. Tbey have three living chil- 
dren: Dallas C, insurance agent for the State of 
Michigan, representing the West Chester Insurance 
Companj', of New York; Florence A., wife of D. 
D. Erwin; and Fanny, wife of J. E. Montgomery. 
In politics Mr. Tillotson is a strong supporter of 
Republican principles, and since its organization 
has voted with that party. He is a Director in the 
Union National Bank, and is one of the substan- 
tial and worthy citizens of the county. 
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^$)HOMAS C. STINSON, who owns and occu- 
/^^ pies a finely-improved farm of one hundred 
^^/ and twenty acres in Casenovia Township, 
Muskegon County, was born in the village of 
Monaghan, County Monaghan, Ireland, November 
4, 1823, being the son of William and Rebecca 
(Crague) Stinson. His grandfather, Patrick Slin- 
son, passed his entire life in liis native town, 
Ballyba}', County Monaghan, Ireland, where he 
followed the trade of a cooper. He and his wife 
were born in the same year, and passed away 
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during the same year, being one hundred and 
four years of age. They were the parents of four 
children: Samuel, Jane, Elizabeth and William. 
In their religious convictions, they were firm 
believers in the doctrines of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

The only member of Grandfather Stinson's 
family who emigrated to the United States was 
William, who was born in Count}' Monaghan, 
Ireland, August 12, 1785. In 1830 he crossed the 
broad Atlantic, and after a monotonous and 
uneventful voyage of seven weeks arrived in New 
York City. From there he proceeded to Ohio, 
where he located in Crawford County, three miles 
east of Bucyrus. During his entire life he followed 
his trade of a cooper, although he also frequently 
engaged in farming pursuits. In 1844 he located 
sixteen miles west of Toledo, where his death oc- 
curred on the 24th of December, 1868. His wife 
passed away in 1860. Politically a Republican, 
he was active in local affairs and possessed consid- 
erable influence in his community. 

The mother of our subject was born in Count}^ 
Monaghan, Ireland, and was one of a family of 
six daughters and two sons, her father being 
Thomas Crague, a wealthy farmer of Ireland. Her 
two brothers were David and Walter, the former 
of whom emigrated to the United States and set- 
tled in the West. One of her sisters, Mrs. Marga- 
ret Foster, also came to America and resided in 
Crawford County, Ohio, until her death. After 
completing his studies in the common schools, our 
subject learned the trade of a cooper, which he 
followed for some years in connection with farm- 
ing pursuits. He cleared forty acres in Ohio, 
which he disposed of in May, 18o6, and, coming to 
Michigan, bought sixty acres on section 36, Cas- 
enovia Township, Muskegon Count}-. He now 
owns one hundred and twenty acres of highly- 
cultivated land, upon which he engages in general 
farming. 

In numerous public positions, Mr. Stinson has 
served with efliciency and acceptably to all his 
fellow-citizens. For two terms he filled the posi- 
tion of Supervisor, for twenty years he served as 
Justice of the Peace and he has also been Township 
Treasurer. In September, 1864, he enlisted as a 



member of Company I, Ninth Michi^n Infantry, 
and with his company served on the staff of Gen. 
Thomas. At the clase of the war, he was honor- 
ably discharged, in September, 1865, at JacksoD, 
Mich. Socially, he is identified with the Masonic 
fraternity. 

December 21, 1845, Mr. Stinson married Mias 
Sarah Miller, who was born in Lucas County, Ohio, 
being the daughter of Lewis Miller, a shoemaker 
residing in that county. Five children were born 
of this marriage, four of whom arrived at mature 
years: Lambert, who died at the age of forty 
years, leaving a widow and four children; Lewis, 
William and Samuel. After the death of his first 
wife, which occurred in July, 1855, our subject 
was united with Miss Catherine All, a native of 
Ulster County, N. Y., and a daughter of John All, 
a farmer of Lucas County, Ohio. Seven children 
were born of this union, only two of whom sur- 
vive, Addie, wife of George Paris, and John. 
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^f AM AN E. STRONG, a prominent citizen and 
enterprising business man, senior partner in 
the well-known firm of Strong & McBride, 
shingle manufacturers of Muskegon, Mich., 
is a native of Cattaraugus County, N. Y., and was 
born May 13, 1850. Our subject was the son of 
Jaman and Harriet (Winchester) Strong, both of 
the parents having been born within the limits of 
the Empire State, where their ancestoi-s occupied 
positions of usefulness and infiuence. 'The father 
had received superior educational advantages, and 
was a physician of local note, successful in his 
chosen profession and enjoying a wide practice in 
Cattaraugus County. After many years of untir- 
ing devotion to the cause of suffering humanity, 
this worthy physician was so severely injured by 
the kick of a horse that he soon after died, in the 
year 1851, passing away deeply mourned by all 
who knew him. The excellent mother, yet surviv- 
ing, resides in the city of Buffalo, where she has 
long made her permanent home. The union of 
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tive of Wurtemberg, Germany, born in 1840. 
The mother came to this country when a child 
with her parents and settled in New York State, 
where her father tilled the soil and remained until 
his death. Previous to this event, however, the 
estimable mother of our subject made Michigan 
her home. Mr. Duttenhoff r owned a small farm 
near Ann Arbor, and there he and his wife settled 
and together side bj'^ side aided each other up the 
hill of life. For twenty-Qve years the father of 
our subject continued at his trade, and five years 
of this time was proprietor of a tannery, which he 
built upon his farm. In 1878 he removed to 
Ypsilanti, where he operated a tannery for a time, 
and in 1882 came to Whitehall, where he is en- 
gaged in the duties as foreman of the yards of the 
Eagle Tanning Works, of which his son, Emanuel 
M., has the full charge. 

The father is a devout member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church and, a man of high principle, 
is a stanch Prohibitionist. His brother William 
was a soldier in the German army and later, emi- 
grating to America, journeyed to California and 
was lost sight of by the other members of the fam- 
ily. Of the brothers and sisters who gathered in 
tlie home of the parents, Julia, the eldest, married 
August Coors, a Metliodist preacher at Clare, 
Mich. Henrietta married Uriah Tower, who is a 
merchant and the Postmaster at New Dulutli, 
Minn. Nellie, a graduate of the High iSchool, and 
Gustavus Adolph, a bright student, are both with 
their parents. Emanuel M., our subject, was edu- 
cated in the High School of Ann Arbor, and as- 
sisted his father on the farm, later learning all the 
details of his present line of business in the tan- 
nery at Ypsilanti. In 1882, he made Whitehall 
his permanent location and for four years was em- 
ployed in the tanning works of wiiich he is now 
the valued superintendent, and in which responsi- 
ble position he has given faithful service for the 
past seven years. Mr. Duttenhofer is justl}^ num- 
bered among the rising young business men of 
Whitehall. He is a mewiber of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church and active in religious work and 
enterprise. Fraternally, our subject is connected 
with the Ancient Free ck Accepted Masons and po- 
litically is a Prohibitionist. For four years he has 



been a member of the Board of Equalization and, 
possessing executive ability, has in this oflScial 
work given great satisfaction to the general pub- 
lic. Our subject is yet unmarried and makes his 
home with the other members of his father's fam- 
ily, all of whom occupy positions of usefulness and 
command the high regard of many friends. 
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5^ USTAV HUBERT is manager of the Grand 
Haven Manufacturing Company, of Grand 

_JJ( Haven, Mich. The firm manufactures 
wagon jacks, slioars, punches, celery plows and 
does a general blacksmithing and wagon repair 
business. Under the able management of our sub- 
ject this business is now in a flourishing condition 
and the company enjoys an extensive trade. 

Mr. Hubert is a native of Germany, his birth 
having occurred in 1846 in Prussia, where the 
days of his boyhood and 3'outh were passed. He 
attended the common schools in accordance with 
the laws of hiscountr}* until fourteen years of age 
and then began serving a four years* apprentice- 
ship to the blacksmith's and wagonmaker's trade. 
He is therefore now a practical workman and, as 
he thoroughly understands the business, is capable 
of managing and directing others. Having ar- 
rived at man's estate, he determined to seek a 
home in the New World, and in 1869 crossed the 
briny deep, landing in New York. He did not 
tarry long in the Eastern metropolis, but made his 
way at once to Kent County, Mich., and has since 
lived in this State. There he sought and se- 
cured employment at his trade, which he followed 
until the year 1871, when he came to Grand 
Haven. Here he has since resided. Forming a 
partnei-ship with his father-in-law, August Hubert, 
he established the works of the Grand Haven 
Manufacturing Company and has successfully con- 
ducted the business up to the present time, doing 
a good local trade and receiving many orders from 
foreign markets. Our subject invented and pat- 
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prospered, our subject has won his own way self 
reliantly to an assured position of useful influ- 
ence. His time is mainly devoted to the cares 
of business, and he may well be proud of the 
fine establishment which, 85x22 feet, presents 
an array of wares attractively arranged. Al- 
though not a politician, Mr. Either, as a good 
citizen, takes an active interest in the vital ques- j 
tions of the day, and, ever ready to lend a helping 
hand in maters of local enterprise, is esteemed a 
liberal-spirited citizen of executive ability and 
superior business attainments. 
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ILTON THOMPSON, an energetic farmer 
and efficient Supervisor of Ilolton Town- 
ship, Muskegon County, Mich., cultivating 
a fine homestead pleasantly located upon 
section 15, is a native of the Wolverine State and, 
born in Ray, Macomb County, in 1829, has for 
more than three-score years been a constant wit- 
ness of the wonderful growth and rapid develop- 
ment of Michigan. Our subject is the son of Na- 
thaniel and Susannah (Sautherland) Thompson, 
pioneer settlers of the West. The father, a native 
of Yates County, N. Y., was reared upon a farm 
and engaged in the tilling of the soil all his life. 
Remaining with the paternal grandparents until 
he had attained to manhood, he enjoyed a limited 
education in the primitive schools of that time. 
The father had no capital with which to begin life, 
but self-reliantly won his own way in the world. 
He was married in New York to the daughter 
of David Sautherland and subsequent to this 
event engaged with courage in the War of 1812. 
Unto the parents were born seven children: Joel, 
deceased; Maria, deceased, wife of John Plunkett; 
Robert, deceased; Hannah, deceased, wife of Jo- 
seph Sautheriand; David, deceased; Rhoda, who 
died at the age of nineteen; and Milton. Polit- 
ically, the father was a life-long Democrat and an 
ardent advocate of that party. 

In 1824, the parents emigrated to Macomb 



County, Mich., where the father bought three hun- 
dred and twenty acres of Government land, and be- 
fore he received much benefit from his hard labor 
passed away, in the year 1831. His good wife, 
surviving him many years, some time after his de- 
mise married Alexander Tackles. Our subject re- 
mained at home with his mother until nearly 
twenty-one years of age and worked at the trade 
of a carpenter to a limited extent. Mr. Thompson 
owned at various times different farms in Macomb 
County, and for nine years devoted himself to the 
manufacture of agricultural implements in Romeo. 
Not being successful in that venture, in 1877 he 
located in Cedar Creek Township, Muskegon 
County, where he remained for five years, then set- 
tled upon his present farm. Of the one hundred 
and sixty acres, eighty acres are cleared, cultivated 
and under excellent improvements, with a good 
dwelling, substantial barns and outbuildings. Our 
subject was married in his native county to Miss 
Martha ^I. Bernard, a daughter of Asahel and 
Mary (Dean) Bernard. Of the eleven children 
who blessed the home of our subject and his 
worthy wife two died young. Alice married 
Charles L. Stoddard. Herbert N. was the second 
in order of birth. Mary S. became the wife of A. 
J. Parker; Homer, Irwin, Nettie (wife of 8. G. 
Fryover), Schuyler, John and Gertrude complete 
the list of sons and daughter. 

Mr. Thompson served with fidelity during the 
late Civil War, enlisting in November, 1862, in 
Company G, Eighth Michigan Cavalry, and fought 
under Gen. Burnside in the Army of Ohio. Our 
subject actively participated in the siege of Knox- 
ville, and was present when Morgan was captured 
after a long pursuit. Mr. Thompson took an act- 
ive part in the engagements of Campbell Station, 
Lenore Station, Strawberry Plains, and Blaine's 
Cross Roads. He was then placed on detached duty 
at Jackson, Mich., and in May, 1865, received his 
honorable discharge, and as a member of Dahl- 
gren Post No. 149 now finds much enjoyment in 
the reunions of the Grand Army of the Republic 
Mr. Thompson is fraternally connected with the 
Ancient Free <fe Accepted Masons and joined 
Romeo Lodge No. 41. He is also a member of the 
Grange of Ilolton. Politically a Republican, he 
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discharged the duties of Treasurer for one j^ear 
and for eight years served to the satisfaction of 
the entire community as Justice of the Peace. Al- 
though Supervisor but a short time, he has ably 
demonstrated his fitness for the responsible posi- 
tion and thoroughly commands the esteem and 
confidence of a host of friends. 




ON. GEORGE C. RICE, for many years the 
able and enterprising editor and proprietor 
of the Muskegon Chronicle^ smd well known 
throughout the State of Michigan as a man 
of sterling worth and broad intelligence, entered 
into rest May 31, 1874. Throughout his career of 
busy usefulness our subject had occupied with 
honor many official positions of trust, and although 
at his demise but forty-three years of age, was 
numbered among the leading citizens of the Wol- 
verine State. Mr. Rice was born in Rochester, 
N. Y., February 18, 1836, and, educated in the 
home of his childhood, attained to mature age a 
self-made man of ambitious and resolute purpose. 
While a youth he determined to familiarize him- 
self with newspaper work, and to that end en- 
tered a printing-office and served a faithful ap- 
prenticeship at the case, working his upward way 
under adverse circumstances and opposed by a 
variety of forces, which only stimulated him to re- 
newed exertion. When twenty-four years of age 
and thoroughly versed in the practical details of 
printing and publishing, our subject purchased 
the Chenango Telegraph, issued at Norwich, N. Y. 
During the twelve succeeding years, in which he 
edited this paper with marked efficiency, he was 
called to various importatit public positions in 
the State of New York. 

At one time elected County Treasurer and at 
another period chosen a member of the Assembly 
or Lower House of the State Legislature, he dis- 
charged the responsibilities entrusted to his care 
to the great benefit of the general public and the 



entire satisfaction of his friends and constituents. 
Throughout his career the private and public trusts 
reposed in him were ever carefully handled with 
a fidelity and conscientiousness apparent to all 
who knew him. In 1869 he permanently located 
in Muskegon, where he purchased and became the 
editor and proprietor of the News and Reporter, 
the name of which was afterward changed to the 
Muskegon Chronicle, The Chronicle, presenting a 
fine typographical appearance and brilliantly ed- 
ited, enjoyed a large circulation and was success- 
fully conducted by our subject up to the time of 
his death. Politically a stanch Republican, Mr. 
Rice was with word and pen devoted to the in- 
terests of the party, and did excellent public ser- 
vice in behalf of the principles which he so ardently 
advocated. His course, ever consistent, was guided 
by honor and integrity, and in his death right 
and justice lost a stanch friend. He was frater- 
nally a valued member of the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows, and had among the order a host 
of sincere friends. Mr. Rice was twice married, his 
first wife, who died in 1862, being Maria L. Rus- 
sell, to whom he was married in 1857 and by whom 
he had two children, namely: Clinton, in the 
newspaper business in Salt Lake City, and Lulu, 
wife of Robert K. Mann, of Muskegon. 

December 27, 1864, were united in marriage 
George C. Rice and Miss Jennie A. Russell (a sister 
of his first wife), a native of Broome County, N. Y., 
and the daughter of Calvin Russell, born in the 
Empire State, but the descendant of a long 
line of honored French and English ancestry. 
The mother of Mrs. Rice, in maidenhood Miss 
Luanna Page, was likewise a native of New 
York, and a daughter of Jared Page, an early and 
highly esteemed settler of Chenango County. The 
estimable wife of our subject spent the days of 
girlhood in New York and was educated in the 
excellent schools of Bingham ton. She has proved 
to be a kind and affectionate mother to the chil- 
dren of her deceased sister. After the death of 
her husband, Mrs. Rice, who possesses superior 
business ability, assumed the management of affairs, 
then much involved, and for three years prosper- 
ously publishing the Chronicle, later sold out, 
having liquidated the debts and placed herself 
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upon a sound, financial basis. Since, she has 
Built a fine brick block, two stories high, 70x63 
feet, and derives a handsome income from the 
rents of this valuable property. A refined 
lady of culture, Mi-s. Rice has demonstrated 
her ability to meet and cope with difficulties, and, 
respected for her business qualifications, is highly 
esteemed for her worth of character and social 
accomplishments. She is a member of the Con- 
gregational Church and is an efficient worker. 
The attractive home. No. 18 Jefferson Street, Mus- 
kegon, Mich., is visited by a wide circle of friends 
and long-time acquaintances. Nineteen years have 
passed since the untimely demise of George C. 
Rice, but in the hearts of those who knew him, as 
he was a loving husband and father, a true and 
loyal citizen, his memory will long endure green 
and fragrant. 
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'41 )|^ILLIAM R WISELOGEL, tlie able propri- 
\^// etor of the Wiselogel Planing Mill, Mus- 
)^ kegon, Mich., and in 181)2 the efficient 
Cit}' Treasurer, was born in Stark County, Ohio, 
May 28, 1843. His father, Michael W., a native 
of Strasburg, Germany, emigrated to America in 
1824 and became a pioneer settler of the Buckeye 
State. The paternal grandfather, George Wiselo- 
gel, also a native of Germany and a man of worth 
and upright character, spent his entire life in the 
Old Country. The mother, Elizabeth (Snyder) 
Wiselogel, was born in Cologne, Germany. Until 
twelve years of age our subject resided in Massii- 
lon, Ohio, and then removed with his parents to 
Michigan, locating in Albion in 1855, and there 
completing his studies in the common schools of 
his home neighborhood. As he grew to manhood 
Mr. Wiselogel became thoroughly versed in the 
daily round of agricultural duties upon his fa- 
ther's farm. In 18G0 he journeyed to Muskegon, 
Mich., and for a twelvemonth worked in a sawmill. 
Desirous of learning a trade, our subject was at 
eighteen yeai*s apprenticed to a carpenter, and ere 



long had acquired the details of planing and 
joining and partially fitted himself to become a 
carpenter and builder. 

In September, 1862, answering to the call of the 
Government, William Wiselogel enlisted in Corn- 
pan}' I), Third Michigan Cavalry, commanded by 
Col. John K. Mizner, and, assigned to the Army 
of the Gulf, actively participated in the deci- 
sive battles of Corinth, luka, Jackson (Tenn.), 
Holly Springs, Coffeeville (Miss.), and Mobile, 
Ala. In 1805, after a long and courageous service, 
our subject was mustered out at San Antonio, 
Tex. He then returned to Albion, Mich., and not 
long after took a commercial course in Ira Mah- 
ner*s Business College in Albion. He next more 
satisfactorily finished his apprenticeship as a car- 
penter, and engaged in building until 1869, when 
he settled permanently in Muskegon and engaged 
in millwrighting and contracting until 1877. At 
this latter date the Wii^elogel Planing Mill was 
established, but it was burned to the ground the 
succeeding year. Mr. Wiselogel immediately rebuilt 
the mill, which continued a most profitable invest- 
ment until he sold out in 1886, when he at once 
built his present mill, standing near the tracks of 
the (irand Kapids S: Indiana Railroad. The Wise- 
logel Planing Mill I has a capacity of one hundred 
thousand feet of lumber per day, and, equipped 
with the best improved machinery, employ's the 
year round about forty men, and manufactures 
sash, doors, and hard and soft wood interior 
finishings. Mr. Wiselogel has secured the con- 
tract for the interior finishings of the new court 
house of Muskegon County, the handsome build- 
ing being now in course of construction. 

October 12, 1867, were uniced m marriage Will- 
iam F. W^iselogel and Miss Alsemeda Dyer, of Al- 
bion, Mich., and daughter of Francis J. Dyer, a na- 
tive of Vermont. The beautiful home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Wiselogel is pleasant!}' located at No. 27 Ham- 
ilton Street, Muskegon. Politically a Republican 
and a local leader of the party, our subject was in 
1882 elected Alderman from the Second Ward, and 
for a period of two years efficiently discharged the 
duties intrusted to him by his constituents. In 
1892 elected City Treasurer, Mr. Wiselogel for a 
twelvemonth faithfully cared for the public inter- 
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a prominent part in politics and is a stalwart sup- 
porter of the Democracy. The cause of temper- 
ance Onds in him a warm advocate and one who 
is never weary of work in its behalf. Dr. McNett 
is both widely and favorably known in this com- 
munity and has a large circle of warm friends. 
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EORGE M. MILLER, a leading farmer of 
i|i Q=, Chester Township, Ottawa County, and one 
^^^S of the oldest German residents of the com- 
munity, was born in Wurtemberg, Germany, Janu- 
ary 30, 1831, and is a son of Christian and Barbara 
(Kurz) Miller, who were also natives of the same 
land. Their family numbered eight children, of 
whom the following are still living: George M., 
Henry, and Fredericka, wife of Fred Ata, of Ches- 
ter Township. The mother died in Germany in 
1848, and in 1850 the father was united in mar- 
riage with Sophia Kober. They came to America 
in 1876, and settled upon the farm of our subject, 
where the death of Mr. Miller occurred July 20, 
1881, at the age of eighty-one years, seven months 
and twenty days. His second wife is still living, 
and resides in this county. To them were born 
three children: Barbara, wife of J. Sehler, of 
Grand Rapids; Regina, wife of Benjamin Van 
Wildenburg,of Chester Township; and Mrs. Chris- 
tina Bauer, a widow, who resides with Mrs. Van 
Wildenburg. 

In accordance with the laws of his native land, 
the subject of this sketch attended school until 
fourteen years of age, and then learned the trade 
of nailmakmg, manufacturing all kinds of nails 
then in use by hand. His father owned a farm, 
and in connection with his other business George 
also aided in its cultivation. With the desire to 
try his fortune in the New World, he bade adieu to 
home and friends in 1852 and sailed for America, 
landing in New York City on the 25th of {Septem- 
ber. He remained in New York State until 1854, 
when he started for Michigan, reaching Grand 
Rapids on the 22d of October, with a cash capital 



of 1200. He began working on- the 24th as a 
teamster, for I; 16 per month, and was thus em- 
ployed for three 3'ears, during which time his 
wages were advanced to $26 i>er month. Liviag 
economically and frugally, with his savings he 
purchased seven lots in Grand Rapids and erected 
two residences. There he remained until 1860, 
when, on the 2d of April, he removed to Chester 
Township, Ottawa County, settling a half-mile 
from his present home. This farm of eighty acres 
was almost entirely unimproved. Mr. Miller built 
a '* box*' house, the floor being boards lajd upon 
the ground, and the cracks in the dwelling were so 
large that the snow would sift through upon the 
beds. 

Mr. Miller has since traded his first farm for one 
hundred and sixty acres, of which sixty acres were 
cleared. This is his present place of residence, 
and now one hundred and twenty acres of the 
homestead are under a high state of cultivation. 
His landed possessions aggregate five hundred 
acres, of which three hundred and sixty acres are 
cultivated, and to his two sons he has given one 
hundred and five acres each. He has been alike 
generous with his daughters, to whom he has given 
$1,000 each. He continued the development of 
his land until 1883, since which time he has 
practically lived retired; however, he has made 
his farm one of the best in the community, placing 
upon it all the necessary improvements and con- 
veniences, and transforming the raw fields into 
tracts of rich fertility. He has made judlcioos 
investments in real estate, and in connection with 
his brother and brother-in-law owns much of 
Conklin. He was for years actively engaged in 
the real-estate business, and yet carries on open- 
tions in that line to a considerable extent. 

On the 2d of August, 1859, Mr. Miller wis 
joined in marriage with Barbara Schuler, a natire 
of Germany, who came to America with he? 
parents, Lachman and Catherine Schuler, she beio. - 
their only child. The mother still makes 
home with her daughter, at the age of seven 
six. The marriage of Mr. and Mrs, Miller 
celebrated in Grand Rapids, and their union 
been blessed with eight children, namely: Cb 
tiua, wife of Michael Frank, of Chester Townsh i 
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high place in city and State conventions, being 
recognized as a citizen of executive ability and 
clear judgment. December 26, 1883, were united 
-in marriage William Carpenter and Miss Harriet 
Woodruff, of Farwell, and daughter of Henry 
Woodruff. Two daughters have brightened the 
pleasant home at No. 55 Peck Street. Our sub- 
ject, Onancially prospered in the duties of his pro- 
fession, is aUo engaged in outside interests and is 
Secretary and Treasurer of tlie Weighing-Truck 
Company. A self-made man, winning his own wa}' 
upward. Judge Carpenter commands the confidence 
and high esteem of his fellow-townsmen and the 
general community of Muskegon County. 



m*^ * 




LBERT MEARS, a leading merchant, ex- 
tensive property-owner and oldest pio- 
neer settler of Whitehall, was born near 
Boston, Mass., September 13, 1821, and 
was the youngest of the six children of Nathan 
and Lucy (Livingston) Mears. The Mearses were 
well known in New England long before the War 
of Independence, and the father was a direct de- 
scendant of an old Portuguese family. Nathan 
Mears was a manufacturer and hotel-keeper of the 
old Bay State, and, living within easy distance of 
Boston, was one of the wealthy men of his local- 
ity. Lucy Livingston, the mother, was of remote 
English ancestry, her forefathers having landed 
upon the shores of New England with other pas- 
sengers of the "Mayflower.** The parents of our 
subject both died while he was very young, and 
the family soon after scattered, the four brothers 
and one sister now living in Chicago. Albert 
went to live with the man appointed as his guard- 
ian and who looked after his interest in his 
father's large estate. Our subject, constantly in 
school, had at sixteen years received a liberal ed- 
ucation, and in 1837 came to Michigan, to which 
State his elder brothers had preceded him. Ed- 
win Mears, an enterprising man, early journeyed 
to the West, and, thoroughly patriotic, enlisted 



during the late Civil War, dying in the hos 
Quinc}', 111., during his term of service. 
.Mears came to Michigan in the early '3 
located large tracts of land on White La 
in different parts of the lake regions, in t 
coming one of the most extensive lumbern: 
prominent merchants of the Wolverine Sta 
located and laid out the town of Whiteha 
named Mears in his honor. He made a for 
his business, and is now and has been foi 
years a residen t of No. 345 Ohio Street, C 

Nathan Meat's was also one of the leadir 
bernien of Michigan and still controls larg< 
ests in the Slate, also being a prominent ( 
capitalist, residing at No. 87 Cass Street, 
yet in active business, but his son mainly n 
his extended interests. Lucy Mears marrie 
Baldwin, a prosperous lumberman and 
real-estate dealer, as well as a capitalij 
money-loaner, of Chicago, where he diec 
years ago, leaving a large fortune. His 
makes her home at No. 3852 Lake Avenue. 
1837 to \Hi)2, our subject continued in busi 
Whitehall, then called Mears, and in Paw P 
ing thoroughly successful in both places. I; 
Albert Mears and Miss Mary Helen Turn* 
united in marriage. Mrs. Mears was born i 
ico, Oswego County, N. Y., May 6, 182-1 
father, Samuel Turner, born in the Erapin 
January 1), 1798, passed away in De Witt, 
October 23, 1848. The Turners date their 
in this country back to the landing of the 1 
Fathers, (irandfather John Turner was a 
in the Revolutionary War, and an uncle. 
Turner, was a soldier in the War of 1812 
father, Samuel Turner, was a wheel wrig 
trade and emigrated to Michigan in 1836 
ing in Paw Paw. Mrs. Mears' mother, in n 
hood Miss Ann Griswold, was born in Nei 
State Februar}- 17, 1798, and died in Sacra 
Cal., May 20, 1859. The Griswolds also dj 
arrival of their ancestors in this country frc 
landing of the '^Maytlower.*' 

Mrs. Mears, who was the eldest of the : 
had four brothers and one sister. Edw 
Turner was lx>rn July IG, 1827. He journc 
California in 1852, and died there July 15 



196 



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPmOAL RECORD. 



cestry. IIis grandfather, Abram Perley, was born 
in the Pine Tree State, and his father, George 
Perley, was also a native of Maine. The mother 
of our subject bore the maiden name of Hannah 
Low. She, too, was born in Maine, and was a 
daughter of Judge Low. 

We now take up the personal history of our 
subject, knowing that it will prove of interest to 
many of our readers, for he is widely and favor- 
ably known in Muskegon County. His boyhood 
days were quietly passed in his native State, and 
at the age of twenty-one he obtained a position in 
the counting-room in the commission house of 
his uncle, Jonas H. Perley. The West, however, 
furnished attractions for the ambitious and enter- 
prising young man, and in August, 1862, he cnme 
to Michigan, locating in Big Rapids. He formed 
a partnei-ship with Charles Merrill, Jonas Perley 
and Thomas W. Palmer, under the name of Perley 
<fe Co. This firm engaged in the lumber business 
and the connection was continued for ten years, 
when our subject sold his interest and purchased 
a sawmill, which he carried on for several years. 

In 1864 Martin Perley was united in marriage 
with Miss Ellen M. Ruddiman, daugliter of George 
Ruddiman, one of the pioneer settlers of Muskegon. 
Their union was blessed with a daughter, Mary 
Ellen, who resides with her father at No. 303 
Western Avenue. The mother was called to the 
home beyond in March, 1889. 

In 1868 Mr. Perley was appointed County 
Treasurer of Muskegon County for a term of two 
years, and so acceptably did he fill that office that 
he was elected in 1870 for a term of two years. 
0»i leaving that position, he was employed for 
several years with the firm of Bushnell, Wallace & 
Reed in the lumber business, after which he was 
superintendent of the shingle mill of O. P. Pills- 
bury & Co. for two years. \\\ 1882 he became fore- 
man of the Hackley & Hume Lumber Company, with 
which he has since been connected. Mr. Perley 
is ever faithful to the interests of his employers 
and can therefore always command a good and 
paying position. He is alike true to every public 
and private trust, and his faithfulness and fidelity 
have won him universal confidence and esteem. 

Our subject exercises his right of franchise in 



support of the men and measures of the Republi- 
can party. He takes considerable interest in Ma- 
sonry and is a member of Lowell Lodge No. 182, 
A. F. <fe A.M.; Muskegon Chapter No. 47, R, A.M.; 
and Muskegon Commandery No. 22, K. T. Edu- 
cational, social and moral interests find in him i 
friend, and his support and co-operation are never 
withheld from any worthy enterprise. 
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ji; SAIAH GOODENOW. For more than a quarter 
II of a century this gentleman has made his 
'li home upon the farm in Tallmadge Township 
where he still resides, and to the cultivation 
of which he devotes his attention. Upon coming 
to Ottawa County in 1866, he purchased one 
hundred and twenty acres, which he cleared and 
improved. As time passed by he added to his 
property until he became the owner of three hun- 
dred and ninety-three acres of fine land. He ai- 
gages extensively in raising grain and also 
cultivates small fruits with considerable success. 

Born in Sandy Creek, N. Y., on the 1st of May, 
1832, our subject is the son of Edward and Marj 
(James) Goodenow, natives respectively of New 
York and Wales. When Isaiah was six months 
old, his parents removed to Erie County, Pa., 
where the father followed agricultural operations 
until his demise, in 1852. Our subject was tbc 
third youngest child born to his parents, and in hb 
boyhood was the recipient of such educational ad- 
vantages as were afforded by the common schools 
of Erie County. He was an observing lad, 
thoughtful and studious by nature, and availed 
himself to the utmost of every opportunity of in- 
creasing his fund of information. Much of his 
time in youth was spent upon his father's farm, 
where he assisted in tilling the soil and garnering 
the grain. 

At the age of twenty years, bereaved by the death 
of his father, our subject started out upon his own 
responsibility. He proceeded to Illinois, and for 
eleven years followed farming pursuits in Will 
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ty, whence he returned to Pennsylvania and 

sojourned there for one year. Not finding things 

-tli^ire as he had expected, he again sought a home 

io t.he West, and came to Michigan, making the 

overland journey ' with a team. Arriving in 

Ot^t.a'wa County in 1866, he settled upon one 

hundred and twenty acres wliere he now resides, 

an d %vhere, as above stated, he engages extensively 

in ira.ising fruit and grain. 

-A. very important event in the life of Mr. 
(roodenow was his marriage, which occurred in 
lSo3, uniting him with Miss Gertrude Niskern. 
Mv. «ind Mrs. Goodenow were the parents of the 
following-named children: Cora, who is at home; 
W"o.r"ien E., who conducts farming pursuits in 
Sovith Dakota; Frank, Ma}^ Florence, Walter and 
Cli Juries, who reside with their parents. They oc- 
cvif>3r' positions of prominence in social circles, but 
&re not identified with any religious organization, 
a.lt»liough Mrs. Goodenow was inclined toward the 
dootrines of the Lutheran Church during her life. 
Slie died March 7, 1892. As every public-spirited 
<5iti2en should, our subject takes an active interest 
^** tho welfare of his community and contributes 
^'^ its material progress. In politics, he is a Dem- 
^^'"^t, and always gives his support to the candi- 
dates of that party. Socially, he affiliates with 
^rliii Lodge No. 248, A. F. & A. M. 




THOMAS J. G. BOLT, a progressive, public- 
spirited citizen of Moorland and one of 
Muskegon County's large land-owners, was 
. *^^ in Devonshire, England, April 16, 1848, be- 
S" tlie son of George W. and Jemima (Guscott) 
- ^» natives of England. His father, who was a 
i-^ '^^^r by occupation, emigrated to America in 
, ^^ and after sojourning in New York City 
^, ^^t: six months, he removed to Canada and set- 
g^ near the city of London. In 1858, having 

^- ^ his interests in Canada, he traveled exten- 
l^^^^l^y over the Western country with the view of 
^ing up a suitable location for a home. He fi- 



nally settled in Ottawa County, Mich., and there 
remained until death terminated his career in 
1886. His wife, now eighty-three 3'ears of age 
(1893), resides on the old homestead in Ottawa 
County. 

Of eleven children, nine of whom arc now liv- 
ing, the subject of this biographical notice is the 
eighth in order of birth. He completed his edu- 
Ciition at Belmont, Canada, and Grand Rapids, 
Mich., and at the age of twenty-one commenced to 
teach school, continuing thus engaged for a num- 
ber of years. He has taught twenty -one successive 
winters in Kent, Ottawa and Muskegon Counties, 
and, being a good disciplinarian, as well as a man 
of broad culture and extensive information, he has 
achieved the highest success in his profession. 
His interest in educational matters has been deep 
and unflagging, and his influence has done much 
toward elevating the standard of education in this 
community. He has served as Township Super- 
intendent of Schools during the entire period of 
that office, and has also been School Inspector for 
a number of years and School Commissioner for 
two years in Muskegon County. 

In 1875 Mr. Bolt was united in marriage with 
Miss Ola, daughter of Joseph and Harriet (Wyhss) 
Minnich, natives of Ohio. Three children were 
born of this union, Louis J., Ada F. and Lucius 
P., who are bright and intelligent, inheriting the 
studious qualities of their father. The daughter, 
at the age of eleven, received a first-grade teach- 
er's certificate at Muskegon, and the sons are also 
well-informed and studious. In politics a stanch 
Kepublican, Mr. Bolt has for a number of years 
been prominently connected with all the political 
affairs of the count}', and has been chosen by his 
fellow-citizens to represent them in various local 
olfices of trust and responsibility. His popularity 
is proved by the fact that he has represented 
Moorland Township on the Board of Supervisors 
of Muskegon County for a period of ten 3'ears, 
during nine of which he received every vote in 
the township. 

In regard to social connections, Mr. Bolt is 
identified with the Masonic fraternity, the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, and for the past sev- 
enteen years has been a member of the Independent 
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Order of Good Templars. He is the possessor of 
five hundred and thirty-seven acres of farming 
land, the larger portion of which is well improved. 
In addition to his landed possessions, he is the 
owner of the comfortable and substantial resi- 
dence he now occupies, and which he erected 
in 1892. His business career lias been such as to 
win for him the confidence of his associates, and, 
socially, his genial, generous disposition has won 
for him a host of warm friends. 
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ON. CHARLES L. BRUNDAGE. Few 
possessions arc more valued and wished 
for than strength, but it is not generally' 
considered that only through long, patient 
and continuous effort can it be attained. It is 
thought of rather as a happy accident, or a native 
gift to be passively grateful for, than as a natural 
and certain result of toil and striving. Bodily 
strength, for example, the infant gains through 
constant motion, the boy through active play, the 
man through toil and burden. This is equally 
manifest in moral and mental strength. The 
strong mind is one which has accumulated power 
through hard mental activity. Much earnest study, 
much effort of thought, have combined to give it 
that vigorous force and elasticity which to its 
possessor is so valuable a boon. We look with 
]ileasure upon the man thus favored. We admire 
hi!) clear thought, his sound judgment, his keen 
discrimination; we envy the ease with which he 
d«.tL*cts the points of an argument, or solves an in- 
tricate question, or applies a principle, but we do 
not see, and seldom even imagine, what toil and 
patience may have been the source of his admired 
strength. The one whom all men honor for his 
Tirtue and integrity, to whom wrong-doing offei*8 
no attraction, and who performs each duty as it 
arises, apparently without effort, has not gained 
this power by treading paths of ease. The ol)- 
stacles overcome, the trials which have been so 
bard to bear, have called forth the fortitude and 



heroism which are parts of every noble nature. It 
has come to him through effort and sacrifice, and 
the more it has cost, the greater the reward. 

Hon. Charles L. Brundage, present State Senator 
for the Twenty-third District of Michigan, com- 
posed of Muskegon and Ottawa Counties, is a na- 
tive of tlie Empire State, born in Bath, Steuben 
County, in August, 1830. He is the son of Matth- 
ew Brundage and the grandson of Abram Brundage, 
who was of English descent. Matthew Brundago 
was a native of the State of New York, and was a 
farmer by occupation. He selected his wife in the 
person of Miss Almedia Knickbocker, also of New 
York, and of Dutch descent. The original of this 
notice was the second son in a family of ten chil- 
dren born to his parents. He passed his 3'outk 
in Allegany Count}', N. Y., where he secured a 
fair education in the common schools, and in 1849 
attended Alfred Academy, afterward Alfred Uni- 
versity, from which institution he was graduated 
in 1854. Following this he entered the Stale 
Normal, at Albany, N. Y., and was graduated in 
1855. He then became Principal of the public 
schools of Angelica, N. Y., and was thus occupied 
for several years. In 1854 Capt. Brundage mar- 
ried Miss Frances A. Piatt, of Allegany County, 
N. Y., but a native of Connecticut, and the daugh- 
ter of Joseph Piatt. Three children have been 
given them: Fred, a wholesale druggist in Muske- 
gon, Mich.; Lottie, at home; and Anna, wife of 
Edward Latimer, of Muskegon. In 1862 he en- 
listed in Company G, One Hundred and Thirtieth 
New York Infantry, under CoL Alfred Gibbs, and 
was assigned to the Army of the Potomac On 
the organization of the regiment in 1862 he was 
commissioned First Lieutenant, and on the 9th of 
November of the same year he was commissioned 
Captain of his company. 

In 1 863 the regiment was transferred to the cav- 
alry and became the First New York Dragoons. 
Our subject continued to serve until 1864, when 
he was discharged on a surgeon's certificate for 
disabilities received in the services. Returning to 
New York, he was elected School Commissioner, a 
position he held for six years. In 1870 he was 
appointed railway postal clerk, running from 
Dunkirk to New York City, and held that posi- 
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tion for three years. The year 1874 found him 
located in Muskegon, Mich. , where he embarked 
in the drug trade, which he carries on at the pres- 
ent time. The stock is always full and complete, 
pure, fresh, and of standard quality, embracing 
everything pertaining to a first-class irug store. 
In his political views the Captain is a Republi- 
can, and his first Presidential vote was for Col. 
John C. Fremont, in 1856. He takes a deep inter- 
est in local. State and national politics. In 1892 
he was elected State Senator, with a majority of 
eleven hundred and thirty votes on the Republi- 
can ticket, running about four hundred ahead of 
his ticket. While in the Senate, he served on 
a number of important committees. He is a mem- 
ber of Muskegon Lodge No. 92, 1. O. O. F., and 
is also a member of Phil Kearney Post No. 7, G. 
A. R., being a delegate to the National P2ncarap- 
ment at Detroit. For two terms he was a member 
of the Council of Administration of the Depart- 
ment of Michigan. He has a good, substantial 
residence at No. 80 Terrace Street. 




^^EORGE F. OUTHWAITE, a leading citizen 
III ^=' of Muskegon, who entered into rest Fcb- 
^^=JJ' ruary 3, 1893, was for many years one of 
the prominent lumbermen of the Wolverine State, 
and held with fidelity various responsible posi- 
tions of public trust. In 1872 he was elected City 
Recorder of Muskegon, and later refused a second 
term. In the fall of 1873 he was appointed Coun- 
ty Superintendent of the Poor, and served for 
thirteen years in that official capacity to the great 
satisfaction of the general public, who thoroughly 
appreciated his excellent judgment and executive 
ability. 

A native of the Wolverine State, our subject 
was born in Plymouth, Wayne County, December 
28, 1836. His parents, John and Alice (Plews) 
Outhwaite, natives of England, were numbered 
among the pioneer settlers of Michigan, locating 



in Wayne County when the greater portion of the 
State was yet a wilderness. George F. acquired a 
good education as the result of his own exertions, 
and may be properly termed a self-made man. 
He studied in the common and High Schools of 
Plymouth, and later took a commercial course in 
the Chicago Business College. In the mean time, 
March 31, 1859, he had removed to Muskegon, 
and after completing his studies in Chicago, re- 
turned to that city. 

Mr. Outhwaite began life for himself, working 
for his brother and John Torrent in a small shingle 
mill, where he remained in the capacity of an em- 
ploye until April, 1862. He then formed a part- 
nership with his brother, the firm being known as 
J. R. Outhwaite & Bro. He, however, in the fall 
of the same year sold out his interest to his broth- 
er, and engaged upon his own account in the lum- 
ber and shingle business, which he prosperously 
conducted for a great many years. While hold- 
ing his official positions, he continued in the lum- 
ber business, and gradually amassed a competence. 
He was a man of Tbroad intelligence and liberal 
spirit, and as a citizen, energetic and enterprising, 
materially aided in the advancement of many of 
the vital interests of his home locality. Firm in 
his convictions of right and wrong, and decisive 
in action, he possessed sterling integrity of charac- 
ter, and commanded the esteem of all who knew 
him. He was politically a Republican and an 
ardent advocate of the party, giving his earnest 
efforts in behalf of the success of the principles in 
which he believed. Fraternally a member of the 
Masonic order, he was a Knight Templar, and had 
a host of friends in that organization. 

December 28, 1866, George F. Outhwaite and 
Miss Helen A. Reed were united in marriage. The 
estimable wife of our subject is a native of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., and is a daughter of Ezra and Cath- 
erine (Storring) Reed, both natives of New York 
State, the father having been born in Litchfield, 
and the mother in the Mohawk Valley. Mr. Reed 
was one of the pioneers of Grand Rapids, Kent 
County, which at the time of his settlement con- 
tained only five white families. The union of Mr. 
and Mrs. Outhwaite was blessed by the birth of a 
daughter, Blanche C, a charming and accomplished 
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young lady, who has been carefull}' educated, and 
is now a student in the University of Michigan, 
where she is pursuing a special course. Mr. Outh- 
waite resides in a magnificent residence of modern 
architecture, containing the latest improvements. 
The surroundings are beautiful, and the location. 
No. 39 Peck Street, one of the finest in the city. 
Eight months have come and gone since George 
F. Outhwaite passed away, but his memory as a 
sincere friend and true citizen will long live in 
the hearts of the many who knew and loved him. 
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ENRY MILLER, an able business man, lead- 
ing hardware merchant and successful gen- 
eral farmer, desirably located in Chester 
Township, Ottawa Count}-, Mich., is a na- 
tive of Wurtemberg, Germany, and was born Jan- 
uary 29, 1834. He is the son of Christian and 
Barbara Miller, his mother having passed away in 
the Fatherland in 1849. The father married again 
in 1852 or 1853, wedding Miss Sophie Kober, 
also a native of Germany, with whom he emi- 
grated to the United States in 1874, locating in 
Ottawa County, Mich., where he died in 1881, at 
the advanced age of eighty years. I lis last wife is 
yet surviving. By his marriage to the mother of 
our subject, Christian Miller became the father of 
four children: Michael, of Ottawa County; Henry; 
Fred, residing in Ottawa Count}- ; and Frederica, 
wife of Fred Ata, of this county. By his second 
marriage the fatlier had three children: Barbara, 
wife of John Sehler,of Grand Rapids; Regina, wife 
of Benjamin Wildemburg, of Chester Township; 
and Christiana, widow of Robert Bauer, of Grand 
Rapids. 

Henry Miller received his education in the pub- 
lic schools of German}' and was but fourteen years 
old when he began the work of life. He remained 
with his father, who was by occupation a farmer 
and nail-maker, until twenty years of age, and in 
1854 emigrated to America. Landing in Buffalo, 
N. Y., with twelve shillings in his pocket, our sub- 



ject laboriously worked six months to pay his 
board, and meantime studied ambitiously at home 
to learn the English language. In 1855, leaving 
Buffalo for the farther West, Mr. Miller journeyed 
to Grand Rapids, where, March 6, he was met by 
his brother Michael, who had preceded him to 
America by two years. For six continuous years 
our subject worked in Grand Rapids, doing heavy 
teaming, hauling wood and stone. He had reached 
there ??25 in debt but by patient toil had in 1860 
amassed a small capital. At this period of time 
October 10, 1860, he removed to Chester Township, 
and located upon section 27, when this part of the 
country was almost entirely covered with a heavy 
growth of timber. Purchasing eighty acres of land, 
for which he paid 1650, almost his total savings, 
Mr. Miller erected a log house, in which he lived 
for some years. 

When his wife, Mi*s. Catherine (Fluhrer) Miller, 
with whom he was united in marriage m 1857, first 
saw her new home she wept, and our subject admits 
it must have looked a little cheerless to her, com- 
ing as she did from the city. As time passed on, 
however, the appearance of the farm and its sur- 
roundings rapidly changed. The timber, yielding 
to the steady strokes of the axe, gave cleared and 
fertile land, which, yielding to high cultivation, 
annually furnished a bounteous harvest and build- 
ings large and comfortable arose, residence, bams 
and sheds. 

Financially prospered, Mr. Miller now owns over 
one hundred and seventeen valuable acres, ninetv- 
five acres of which are finely cultivated. He has 
also given to his children about one hundred acres 
of excellent land. In 1884, our subject went to 
Coopersville and engaged in farming for three 
years, and in 1888 returned to Conklin, where he 
erected the first store building in the village, and 
opened it to the public with a well-selected stock 
of farming implements. Succeeding beyond his 
expectations, he built in 1889 his present spacious 
store, 25x80 feet in size, constructed of brick, two 
stories in height, finely finished in modern style, 
and which cost $3,000. As soon as the build- 
ing was completed Mr. Miller stocked with a 
variety of farming implements and added a large 
line of hardware. Commencing business with a 
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modest capital, he now carries a complete stock of 
goods, valued at from $7,000 to >?10,000, and tran- 
sacts a business of from 115,000 to $25,000 annu- 
ally', with ease supplying the increasing demands 
of one of the best trades in this part of the county. 
The estimable wife of our subject was a native 
of Germany and was the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. John Fluhrer. The pleasant home has been 
blessed b}" the birth of seven children: P^lizabeth, 
the wife of Christian Dinkle, of Chester Town- 
ship; iSophia, the wife of Henry Weldenberg, of 
Wright Township; George M., Jr.; Christian, de- 
ceased; Margaret B.; Henry, deceased; and Anna 
B., who completes the list of sons and daughters. 
Mr. and Mrs. Miller are both valued members of 
the Lutheran Church and active in religious work. 
Our subject is, politically, a strong Democrat and 
has been a member of the Democratic County 
Convention. He was appointed in 1886 by Pres- 
ident Cleveland the first Postmaster of the vil- 
lage of Conklin; for eleven consecutive years he 
ably discharged the duties of Township Treasurer, 
and for four yeai-s served faithfully as Highway 
Commissioner. In 1893, re-elected Township Treas- 
urer, Mr. Miller is now with great acceptability 
holding the position of trust assigned him by his 
fellow-townsmen, who repose in him the highest 
confidence as a friend, neighbor and citizen. 



+ 



(^ OLON C. LILLIE, President of the Coopers- 
ville Creamery Company, and a successful 
agriculturist of Tallmadge Township, Ot- 
tawa County, was born in this township January 
6, 1860. His father, Joel B. Lillie, was born in St. 
Lawrence County, N. Y., and emigrated to Michi- 
gan soon after attaining his majority. Here he 
engaged in lumbering and worked in various places 
until he purchased the land upon which our sub- 
ject now resides. To the improvement and culti- 
vation of this place he gave his attention until the 
death of his wife in 1883, when he removed to 
Coopeisvillc, and made his home in that village 



until his death, September 19, 1893. He was a man 
of wealth, and was the owner of a large brick and 
tile factory at Coopers vi lie. 

The mother of our subject was Sarah, daughter 
of Aramon and Ann is Augur, who for many yeai*s 
resided in the State of New York, but afterward 
came to Michigan. Colon C. Augur, the uncle 
after whom our subject was named, is now on the 
list of retired array officers. To the marriage of 
Joel and Sarah Lillie there were born five children, 
two sons and three daughters. p]dith S. married 
John M. Park and now resides in Wright Township, 
Ottawa County; Walter married Ella McGrathand 
makes his home in Grand Haven, this State; the 
third in order of birth is the subject of this notice; 
Emma E., who is unmarried, is a teacher in Cali- 
fornia; and Annis M., who is the wife of William 
E. Baxter, lives in Los Angeles, Cal. 

In his youth our subject received ordinary com- 
mon-school advantages. At the age of twenty-one 
he entered the Michigan Agricultural College at 
Lansing, where he remained for four years, receiv- 
ing the degree of Bachelor of Science, and gaining 
a practical education in farming. For four, years 
he filled the position of Principal of the Coopers- 
ville schools, resigning it in order to accept the of- 
fice of Commissioner of the county. He is the 
founder and President of the Coopersville Cream- 
ery Company, a flourishing enterprise which is 
established on a paying basis. At the present time 
he conducts the dairy department of the Prcwtical 
Farmer & Fruit Grower^ a popular agricultural pa- 
per published at Grand Rapids. 

A Republican in politics, Mr. Lillie has repre- 
sented Tallmadge Township upon the County 
Board of Supervisors, and has also officiated as 
Countv School Commissioner. While Secretarv of 
the County Board, he introduced the graded sys- 
tem into the schools of the count>', and as a result 
of his efforts the standard of education has been 
greatly advanced. In his social connections, he is 
identified with the Knights of the Maccabees and 
Coopersville Lodge, A. F. & A. M. His mar- 
riage occurred on the 26th of June, 1890, and 
united him with Miss Julia A. Lawton, a daugh- 
ter of Albert and Mary A. (Loftus) Lawton. 
The young couple reside upon the old Lillie home- 
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stead, where Mr. Lillie cultivates two hundred and 
forty acres of the finest land in Ottawa Count}'. 
Everything on his place is of modern improvement, 
and he raises large crops of wheat, corn, oats and 
hay. 
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H^ ANIEL M. ANGELL. Through the ener- 
I ))) g^^^c prosecation of agricultural enterprises, 
l^ Mr. Angel 1 has become well known through- 
out Ottawa County as a successful farmer of Tall- 
madge Township. His farm ranks with the best 
in the county, and consists of one hundred and 
twenty acres, upon which has been placed a sub- 
stantial set of improvements, including a commo- 
dious house and a number of outbuildings for the 
storage of machinery and the shelter of stock. ' 
The outward career of Daniel M. Angell can 
scarcely be called an eventful one. Averse to all 
display, he has sought neither distinction nor 
power, but in the rural home, surrounded by those 
he loves, he lives in comfort and serene content. 
Born in Clinton County, N. Y., February 11, 
1831, our subject is the second child in the family 
of Daniel and. Olive (Wheeler) Angell, natives of 
New York. At the age of five years he accom- 
panied his parents to Michigan, and settled in what 
is now Tallmadge Township, Ottawa County, where 
he ffrew to manhood. His entire educational ad- 
vantages consisted of a short attendance at the 
common schools of Lamont, this county, and one 
term spent in a select school. However, through 
diligent eflPort, he has gained a good education, and 
may justly be termed a self-made man. 

Remaining with his father until he reached the 
age of twenty-three, our subject then embarked in 
farming upon his own account, and for nine years 
pursued his chosen occupation on the south side of 
Grand Kiver. Later he returned to the old home- 
stead, and upon the death of his father in 1876 he 
assumed the management of the place, where he 
still makes his home. He carries on general farm- 
ing, and raises wheat, corn, potatoes and small 
fruits. He has received little assistance from others. 



and his success is due largely to his unaided exer- 
tions. He is a man of keen discrimination, fore- 
sight and energy, and displays excellent judgment 
in the management of his estate. 

The lady who, on the 2d of September, 1854, be- 
came the wife of Mr. Angell was formerly Miss 
Cecelia Blakeney, and was born in New York, be- 
ing the daughter of William and Susan (Powers) 
Blakeney, of Vermont. To this marriage there 
were born eight children, five of whom are 
still living, namely: Daniel M., who makes his 
home with his parents; Frances, Merton P., Velvia 
C. and Moses R., all of whom are still at home. 
In religious connections, both Mr. Angell and his 
estimable wife are identified with the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, of which he is the present Stew- 
ard and one of the Trustees. Politically, he is a 
Prohibitionist, and votes the ticket of his chosen 
party at every election. He has served as Road- 
master and in other positions where his energy and 
ahility have been instrumental in advancing the 
interests of the township and county. 
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^ AMKS HUTCHINSON, a leading business 
man of Michigan, an energetic and popular 
manufacturer of buggies, spring wagons, 
^^^J carriages, package and delivery wagons, has 
for twenty-four 3'ears been a prominent citizen of 
Muskegon, where his well-known factory — enjoy- 
ing a large trade — annually supplies to the general 
public some of the finest specimens of vehicles 
ever used in road transportation. Our subject, a 
native of Canada, was born in Perth, Ontario, 
June 17, 1844. His father, James Hutchinson, Sr., 
likewise a native of the Queen's domioions, was 
reared and educated in Canada and, arriving at 
man's estate, married the mother of our subject. 
P211ison Easton, also born in Canada and the 
daughter of an old and highly respected family, 
the descendants of a long line of honored English 
ancestry. Our subject enjo3'ed excellent educa- 
tional advantages, and attended school near Lon- 
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don, Canada,. in which locality he passed the days 
of boyhood. He early began his preparation for a 
self-reliant and self-sustaining future by serving 
an apprenticeship to the trade of a blacksmith, and 
arrived at twenty-one years of age well fitted to 
begin the battle of life for himself. 

In 1869, removing to the United States, Mr. 
Hutchinson journeyed to Muskegon, Mich., which 
city has since been his constant home. For a 
number of yeara he was variously employed, work- 
ing mainly in lines of business connected with his 
trade, but finally, having some capital in money 
and a vast amount of enterprise, he embarked in 
his present manufacturing interests upon his own 
account Beginning in a comparatively small way, 
our subject has with ability and unwearied devo- 
tion to business extended the facilities of his fac- 
tory, which is now equal to the demands of a large 
and rapidly increasing custom; and the public by 
its patronage eloquently testifies to its satisfaction 
with the material and workmanship of the superior 
product of buggies and wagons which year after 
year successfully compete with those turned out 
by longer established and more pretentious houses. 
As a manufacturer, Mr. Hutchinson has achieved 
an enviable reputation and in the general conduct 
of his business has won the confidence of the pub- 
lic. His trade is not local but takes in a large 
territory, and the business, from the first an assured 
success, has in the past sixteen 3'ears developed 
into proportions far exceeding early expectations. 

In January, 1873, in Whitehall, Muskegon 
County, Mich., were united in marriage James 
Hutchinson and Miss Abbie Doolan, a native of 
Vermont and a daughter of James Doolan, a highly 
respected resident of the Green Mountain State. 
The union of our subject and his estimable wife 
has been blessed by the birth of a bright and in- 
telligent family. Ella E., the eldest-born and only 
daughter, an accomplished young lad}^ is at home. 
The three youngest, William, Frank and John, are 
likewise with their parents, who reside in a beauti- 
ful residence, modern in architecture, convenient 
in design, and containing all the latest improve- 
ments. The handsome frame house located at No. 
10 East Ionia Street is the abode of hospitality 
and witnesses the social gatherings of many friends. 



Our subject is fraternally a valued member of 
Muskegon Lodge No. 140, A. F. <fe A. M., and is 
likewise connected with the Foresters. Politic- 
ally a Republican and interested in local and na- 
tional government, he is not in any sense of the 
word a politician, but, doing his duty at the polls 
and assisting in matters of local enterprise, is ac- 
counted a substantial citizen and man of public 
spirit. 





RRIN D. BLANCHARD, a prosperous and 
well-known merchant of Casenovia, and for 
many years a prominent educator of Muske- 
gon County, was born in the town of Barre, Or- 
leans County, N. Y., March 17, 1844, being a son 
of Chandler and Lucy (Lindley) Blanchard. His 
paternal grandfather, Nehemiah Blanchard, was 
the son of Jeremiah, who belonged to a famous 
Huguenot family, of French origin. Grandfather 
Blanchard was born in New Hampshire, and was a 
soldier in the War of 1812. By trade a shoemaker, 
and by occupation a farmer, he was thus engaged 
in Monroe Count}'^, N. Y., and later in Genesee 
County, the same State. His death occurred in 
Murray, Orleans County, N. Y., September 13, 
1848, at the age of seventy-four. 

Grandfather Blanchard and his good wife, whose 
maiden name was Sarah Densmore, were the par- 
ents of twelve children who attained mature years, 
namely: Cummings, Chandler, Harbaid, Willard, 
Julia A., Livonia, Lewis, Alman, William, Dens- 
more, Orrin and Ira. Chandler Blanchard, father 
of our subject, was born in New Hampshire, Sep- 
tember 19, 1800, and accompanied his father to 
New York. From Orleans County he removed to 
Michigan, and settled in Livingston County about 
1840. After his marriage, which took place in 
Plymouth, Wayne County, he returned to the Em- 
pire State, where he departed this life August 23, 
1859. In politics, he was first a Whig, and after- 
ward a Republican. In religious matters, he was 
identified with the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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The mother of our subject was born near Lyons, 
N. Y., in 1819, and died February 15, 1861. She 
had a family of five children: Orrin D., of this 
sketch; Wesley, who enlisted as a private in Com- 
pany E, One Hundred and Forty-seventh New 
York Infantry, and died on David's Island, Octo- 
ber 18, 1864; Rosetta E., Nancy A. and Lelia C. 
Orrin D. received a district-school education, and 
at the age of twelve began to be self-supporting. 
May 14, 1861, he enlisted in Company K, Twenty- 
seventh New York Infantry, and with his regi- 
ment participated in the first battle of Bull Run, 
Gaines* Mill, and West Point, Va. Being captured 
at Gaines* Mill, he was imprisoned for forty-two 
days upon Belle Isle, in the James River. Later he 
took part in the engagements at Antietam, Fred- 
ericksburg, and in minor skirmishes. At the ex- 
piration of his term of service he was discharged, 
on the 1st of June, 1863. 

In the fall of 1863, Mr. Blanchard went to Shia- 
wassee County, Mich., where he attended school 
during the following winter. February 14, 1H64, 
he enlisted as a member of Company L, vSecond 
New York Mounted Riflemen, and while in Wash- 
insrton was afldicted with rheumatism, lie was 
taken to a hospital near Washington, where he 
remained for a short time, lie rejoined his regi- 
ment on the 18th of June, at Petersburg, and 
participated in all the engagements of the army 
until the battle of Stony Creek, where he was 
wounded in the right hand and the right temple. 
For a time he was confined in Mt. Pleasant Hospi- 
tal at Washington, and upon rejoining his regi- 
ment continued in active service until his dis- 
charge at Buffalo, August 25, 1865. 

Coming to Michigan in the fall of 1865, Mr. 
Blanchard attended school during the following 
winter. He taught his first term of school in Ing- 
ham County, this State. In the. spring of 1868 he 
went to Lisbon, where he worked on a farm dur- 
ing the summer, and in the fall of the same year 
accepted the principalship of a school inCasenovia 
Township. In 1878 he taught one term in Wilson 
County, Tenn., whither he went, hoping that the 
chanire of climate mifjht benefit his wife's health. 
Altogether he has taught thirty- five terms. For a 
number of years during the summer season he 



worked at the trade of a mason, and for seven 
years had a meat-market in Casenovia. In April, 
1893, he embarked in the mercantile business un- 
der the firm name of O. D. Blanchard & Co., and 
is conducting a large and lucrative trade. 

A Republican in polities, Mr. Blanchard has 
served as Justice of the Peace and as Superinten- 
dent of Schools. In his social relations he is 
identified with the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows and the Masonic fraternity. He was first 
married to Miss Iktsey Johnson, a native of Mich- 
igan, and two children were born of the union, 
Ernest C. and Bessie M. Mrs. Blanchard died 
April 13, 1879, at the age of thirty-- four. The 
second marriage of Mr. Blanchard united liim 
with Miss Ella A., daughter of Henry Bridger, of 
Shiawassee Count}^ Mich. Mrs. Ella Blanchard 
died March 5, 1884, and afterward our subject 
married Mrs. Mary Pcckham, who was bom in 
Norway; her first husband was Henry Peckham, 
by whom she became the mother of one eh i Id, Car- 
rie. She is a lady who occupies a high place in 
the regard of the people of this community, and 
her position is among the most cultured and re- 
fined of Casenovia's residents. 



••- 






\t^ HILIP FAIILING, an enterprising and sue- 
)jj cessful general agriculturist, and son of the 
j f^ first German settler of Chester Township, Ot- 
l \ tawa County, Mich., was born March 2, 1853, 
on the farm where he now resides, and is the onlv 
son of Philip and F]lizabeth Fahling, both natives of 
Germany. The parents were married in the Old 
Country, but soon after emigrating to America 
located in Ohio, where they remained three 3'ears. 
P'rom the Buckeye State journeying to the farther 
West with oxen, they came to Michigan, fording 
and swimming rivei-s on the way. Arriving in 
the Wolverine State in 1844, they two years later, 
in 184G, entered from the Government the farm of 
one hundred and sixty acres upon which they 
now live. The land was then heavily tin^bered, 
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their permanent home in Chester Township, upon 
the oM farm where our subject passed the days of 
childhood and has since continued to live. Buy- 
ing a yoke of oxen for $3o, a wagon for ^8, and a 
cow for $12, they hauled their few household ef- 
fects through the woods over a blazed road never 
before crossed by a wagon. The father was obliged 
to take his axe and cut the brush before the oxen 
as they advanced, while the mother did the driv- 
• ing. Locating in 1845, John Pin tier erected a 
shanty the latter part of the year, and upon Janu- 
ary 3, 1846, moved into it. The new home, 10x16 
feet, was built mostly of poles, such as the father 
could elevate from the ground, and in this primi- 
tive residence the husband and wife lived until a 
small clearing could be made and a more commodi- 
ous and substantial house erected. In 1847 a 
large and comfortable log house was built, which 
became widely known as a convenient stopping- 
place for many years between Grand Rapids and 
Muskegon. 

In 1846 Samuel Free and John Brooks, of Ts'e- 
waygo, started from this place toClrand Kapidsaiid 
Newaygo to survey for a much-needed })ublic road 
between these points. The road ran by the fa- 
ther's homestead and he assisted in blazini; the 
trees and cutting down underbrush and lavin": the 
trail for the more advanced work to follow. This 
road is now known as the Grand Rapids and Ne- 
waygo State Road. For three years the parents 
kept a tavern, or half-way house, and in the fourth 
year after the road was opened to travel a man. 
Lot Fulkerson, opened a tavern where Casenovia 
stands. In the mean time the father was engaged 
in the cultivation and general improvement of his 
farm, which was constantly growing in value. He 
purchased' the land warrant from a soldier in De- 
troit for $33 and first located eighty acres, af- 
terward adding forty acres, and fifty-seven acres 
he cleared prior to his death, planting out an 
apple orchard, which now yields abundantly. In 
1847 the first postoflfice of the township was estab- 
lished and John Pin tier became Postmaster, the 
office being called Pin tier's Corners, the name by 
which the locality was known for many years. 
Lawrence Mang carried the mail for one year on 
foot from Grand Rapids to Newaygo. The next 



contract as carrier was given to Benjamin Wright, 
who took the pouch of mail on horseback. The 
first stage-coach passing Pin tier's Corners was 
driven in 1855, and carried the mail, the contract 
then being held by Mr. McLinothan. Soon the 
passenger traffic began to improve and the hotel 
business boomed. 

In 1863 the present attractive and roomy resi- 
dence in which our subject now resides was erected, 
and on moving into this house the Pin tiers ceased 
to keep a tavern. During the latter part of 1848 
Lorenzo Chubb moved into " Pintler's Corners," 
the old place, and there kept hotel, the former in- 
terest of the business, held by the father of our 
subject, then being turned over to the newcomer. 
During these changing seasons the father occupied 
a position of importance and for twelve continu- 
ous years served ably as Justice of the Peace, and 
a,side from various other township offices was for 
several years an efficient Supervisor. In every 
office with which he was honored John Pintler dis- 
charged the public duties thereto pertaining with 
the faithful ability which characterized his every 
work in life. A sincere Christian man and an up- 
right citizen, the father was a member of the Close- 
Communion Baptist Church and ever threw his 
iniluence upon the side of truth and justice. The 
three children who made bright the home in the 
woods were Luc\v A., deceased; Curtis; and Ellen 
J., deceased, who became the wife of Worthingtou 
Moe, a native of Middleville, Mich. The father 
passed away November 6, 1866, at fort^'-nine yeai-s 
of age, beloved and honored by all who knew him. 
The mother, a devout member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, survived until 1879, and en- 
tered into rest at sixty-four 3'ears of age. 

Our subject was educated in the common schools 
of the township and also received instruction in 
Grand Rapids. At the age of twenty years return- 
ing to the homestead he took charge of the farm. 
Mr. Pintler was heir to a half-interest in the 
homestead, and now owns thirty-eight acres of the 
old farm, thirty-six of his acres being devoted to 
fruit-culture; seven acres are in apples; twenty in 
peaches; one and a-half in plums; one in pears; 
one in grapes; and one in quinces. Our subject 
has also two hundred cherry-trees, a flourish- 
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Ti&ge she has l)ccomc the mother of three sons and 
two daughters: William Edward, a farmer; Emma 
J., Edna Blanche, Clyde Wesley, and Steinford, 
now deceased. 

On Lis return to Muskegon in 1890, Mr. Behrens 
formed a partnership with C. D. Stevens and estab- 
lished the Muskegon Boiler Works. They manu- 
facture steam-boilers, stand-pipes, etc., and are 
enjoying an extensive trade, which has constantly 
increased from the beginning, large orders coming 
from the West and South. They employ some 
twenty-five men. Their main building is 50x100 
feet, and to it they have added a wing thirty-five 
feet square. They are now building a brick office 
near the shops. They also do rolling-mill work. 
This industry occupies a leading place among the 
enterprises of the city. 

Mr. Behrens also owns one hundred and sixty 
acres of good land in Moorland Township, Mus- 
kegon County, of whicli one hundred acres are 
under cultivation, and he has four hundred sugar- 
maple trees. He makes a specialty of fruit-rais- 
ing, having a large number of cherry, pear, peach 
and plum trees, and also many blackberry and 
raspberry bushes. He also has a herd of fourteen 
cattle and four horses, and the farm is considered 
one of the finest in the county. The owner is a 
Republican in politics, and a member of Muskegon 
Lodge No. 133, A. O. U. W. His wife holds mem- 
bership with the Methodist Episcopal Church, 
and both are numbered among Muskegon's lead- 
ing and prominent citizens. 




Iffi^ ARSHALL C. KELLEY, an able and highly 
1\ successful attorney-at-law of Muskegon, 
Is Mich., and who for the last five years has 
given his attention to loans and real-estate, 
for many years has been a constant resident of 
his present locality and intimately associated with 
its upward progress. Our subject was born in Gil- 
manton, Belknap County, N. H., September 21, 
1840, and was the son of William Kelley, also a 



native of the same place where the paternal grand- 
father, Joseph Kelley, early settled with his good 
wife, and born in the same houae. The pate^ 
nal great-grandfather, Jacob Kelley, made his 
home in New Hampshire in 1771, and was one of 
the brave and patriotic soldiers of the Bevola- 
tionary War. The grandfather, born in the New 
Hampshire home, was a man of ability and earnest 
purpose. The mother of our subject, £lizabeth 
Osgood, born in New Hampshire, was the daughta 
of David S. Osgood, the maternal grandfather be- 
ing the descendant of English ancestors who, cross- 
ing the broad Atlantic, settled in Massachusetts Id 
1638. The Osgoods are well known in the New 
England Stiites, the family occupying positions of 
high usefulness and influence. The parents some 
yeai^ after their marriage removed from the 6nm- 
ite State to the city of Boston. 

Mr. Kelley passed his early years in his birth« 
place, and there attended the district schools, bat 
when eleven years of age accompanied his father 
and mother to their residence in Boston, and com* 
pleted his studies in the excellent public schools 
of the latter city. Later, attracted by the broader 
opportunities of the West, the parents with their 
family journeyed to Illinois, locating in Will 
County, where the father found ready employ* 
mcnt as a contractor and builder. Our subject^ 
then seventeen years of age, taught school, mean- 
time improving himself by study and readiog. 
Finally deciding upon a professional career, Mr. 
Kelley read law with Judge 6. D. A. Parkes and 
W. C. Goodhue, and was admitted to the Bar in 
1865. He began the practice of the legal profession 
in Joliet, 111., where be became a well-known and 
prosperous lawyer. He then moved to Wilming- 
ton. 111., and in 1868 moved to Chicago. Previ- 
ous to entering upon his legal studies, our subject 
had, in 1859, journeyed to the far West, and for 
three yeai-s devoted his time to mining in Colo* 
rado. He however preferred life in the East, and 
returning to his Illinois home then began the 
preparation for the business of his life. From the 
year 1865 to 1867, Mr. Kelley with efficiency dis- 
charged the responsible duties of City Attorney 
of Wilmington, Will County, III. 

In 1868, our subject located in Chicago, where, 
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opening an office, he for the twelve succeeding 
years successfully conducted a law and real-estate 
business. In 1880, Mr. Kelley removed to Michi- 
gan, first making his home on White Lake, Mus- 
kegon County, but four years later settled perma- 
nently in the city of Muskegon, where he has built 
up a fine business, and, combining the practice of 
bis profession with the handling of real estate, has 
achieved a competence. From 1887 until 1890, 
our subject was Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Muskegon Lumber Companj', and has been identi- 
fied with the numerous leading public interests of 
bis present locality. In November, 1878, were 
united in marriage M. C. Kelley and Miss May S. 
Smith, a native of Wisconsin, and daughter of 
Rev. William J. Smith, of New York. Five chil- 
dren, four sons and a daughter, have blessed the 
union of our subject and his estimable wife. The 
brothers and sister are in the order of their birth 
as follows: William Ernest, Grace Osgood, True- 
man Lee, Marshall Royal (deceased), and Arthur 
Carroll. The pleasant family residence of Mr. 
and Mrs. Kelley is desirably located on Money 
Lake, a suburb of Muskegon, and is the abode of 
bospitality. Politically Mr. Kelley is a stanch Re- 
publican, and is well posted on all the vital ques- 
tions of the day. Financially successful, he and 
his excellent wife occupy positions of social in- 
fluence and possess a host of sincere friends. 
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OHN F. McBRIDE, a long-time resident and 
prominent and prosperous business man of 
Muskegon, Mich., is the energetic junior 
partner of the successful sliingle manufac- 
turers, Strong & McBride, whose extensive facto- 
ries turn out both pine and cedar shingles of ex- 
cellent material and make. A self-made man, rap- 
idly winning his upward way, our subject has, 
through unremitting attention to business and su- 
perior financial ability, gained a comfortable com- 
petence and now ranks among the moneyed men 



of the county. Mr. McBride is a native of the 
Wolverine State and was bom in Grand Rapids, 
Kent County, May 28, 1846. His parents, Rowland 
and Harriett (Biddulph) McBride, were natives of 
Ireland and, the descendants of an industrious and 
intelligent ancestry, received good common-school 
educations in the Old Country. The parents had 
before their marriage emigrated to New York, 
where they became acquainted and were married. 
The father and mother located in the State of 
Michigan when it was yet a comparative wilder- 
ness. At that time Grand Rapids was but a small 
village of a few inhabitants, and the parents were 
eye-witnesses of the wonderful growth and devel- 
opment of the State of Michigan. 

The father of our subject was by trade a butcher, 
and, a pioneer of the West, was intimately asso- 
ciated with the early history of Grand Rapids, 
but late in life went to Wisconsin, where he died. 
He was a man of ability and sterling character, 
universally respected, and he possessed a valuable 
store of reminiscences of the primitive days in the 
forests and villages of the Wolverine State. 
Removing to Wisconsin, he made his home in 
Fond du Lac, and there in 1858 passed away. 'The 
mother, surviving her husband a number of years, 
entered into rest in Muskegon, Mich. John F. 
is one of four children, two sons and two daugh- 
ters, who blessed the home of the parents. Our 
subject received his education in Grand Rapids 
and attended the common schools of his home 
district. Early in life beginning his career as a 
worker, he found employment near Grand Rapids, 
and for some time prior to attaining bis majority 
labored in the mills. He later spent some years 
on a Kent County farm and engaged in the pursuit 
of agriculture with excellent results, but finally 
entered into other lines of business and was vari- 
ously engaged for some length of time, becoming 
practically acquainted with the handling of lum- 
ber from its felling, sorting and piling, until, en- 
tering the mill, it became a staple article of man- 
ufacture, and was distributed again to different 
markets and wholesale purchasers. 

For some years Mr. McBride was a lumber in- 
spector in Muskegon. In 1889 he entered into 
partnership with J^man E. Strong in the mannfaC" 
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ture of pine and cedar shingles, and this partner- 
ship, now enduring for four years, has been pros- 
pered beyond all expectations. The machinery in 
use in the factory is tlie best extant, and the ten- 
block rotary machine turns out an immense prod- 
uct annually. In 1878 Mr. McBride married Miss 
Hannah £. Crane, a most estimable lady and the 
second daughter of Curtis Crane, a successful con- 
tractor. Four children have been born to Mr. and 
Mrs. McBride, one son and three daughters: Jessie 
E., Glenn F., Ethelyn F. and one not yet named, 
promising and attractive young people, who 
have a bright future before them. The pleasant 
family residence, located at No. 512 Lake Street, is 
in the Eighth Ward of the city and is surrounded 
by handsome homes. Politically a Republican, our 
subject is not an office-seeker, but, intelligently in- 
terested in the questions of the day and well 
posted in the vital issues of local and national 
government, is a true citizen, ably assisting in all 
matters of mutual welfare. He is highly esteemed 
by a host of old-time friends, who thoroughly 
appreciate the business ability and sterling integ- 
rity of character which have distinguished the ca- 
reer of Mr. McBride from his earliest manhood. 



v.. 
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flU^^^^OBBY BROWN, the faithful and efficient 
/^^' Sergeant of the night force of police, 
Muskegon, Mich., has with abilitj' for sev- 
eral years held his present responsible posi- 
tion, and, occupying various offices of trust, has 
long been identified with the public work of the 
city. Our subject, a brave veteran of the Civil 
War, who entered the service of the Government 
before attaining his majority, is a native of the 
village of Greenwich, Fairfield County, Conn., 
born August 9, 1842. His father, Henry H. Brown, 
also born m Connecticut, in which State he passed 
his entire life, was the descendant of a Ions: line 
of honored New Ens;land ancestry, the paternal 
grandfather, James Brown, having likewise been 
reared, educated and married in Connecticut, where 



at a good old age he entered into rest after a Ion 
life of usefulness. The mother, Susan (Raaoo 
Brown, was a native of Connecticut, and in h< 
peaceful New England home trained her childn 
to self-reliant independence and instilled ini 
them a patriotism true and fervent Our subjec 
remaining with his parents, spent the days of bo; 
hood m Fairdeld and enjoyed the benefit of a goc 
common education in the public schools of fa 
home locality. At the first rumor of war M 
Brown resolved to enter the army, and upon D 
cember 29, 1861, enlisted m Company C, Thi 
teenth Connecticut Infantry, commanded by Ci 
Berge, later known as Gen. Berge. 

The regiment was assigned to the Army of tJ 
Gulf under Gen. Butler, and particiimted in ti 
battles of Irish Bend, Port Hudson, Grand Econ 
Pleasant Hill and Cane River. Our subject like 
wise took part under Gen. Sheridan in ^he engage 
nients in the Shenandoah Valley, at Wincheste 
Fisher Hill and Cedar Creek, and having with faitl 
f ul courage served bravely four years, five montl 
and twenty-eight days, was mustered out at Haj 
Island in May, 1866. Mr. Brown then returned 1 
Connecticut, but some time later deciding to ti 
his fortunes in the West, in 1868 journeyed i 
Michigan and settled in South Haven, Van Burt 
County, where he industriously engaged in tl 
pursuit of farming for eleven years. At the e: 
piration of this length of time our subject removi 
to Muskegon and began working in the lumb 
regions. In 1884 he was appointed a polioems 
for one year, and afterward served with ability j 
Deputy Marshal for a twelvemonth. For the pa 
seven years Mr. Brown has held his present poe 
tion to the entire satisfaction of the general pc 
lie. Politically an ardent Republican, our subja 
takes an active interest in local and national issiz 
and, a man of observation, is intelligently vers 
in the vital questions of the day. 

In 1868, Hobby Brown and Miss Ora J. S^ 
were united in marriage. The estimable wif^ 
our subject is a native of New England and ^ 
born in Connecticut, a daughter of Reuben S^i^ 
also born in Connecticut, in which locality th^ j 
ternal grandparents settled early in the history 
the State. Mr. and Mrs. Brown reside in a hazii 
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some frame residence of modern architecture, con- 
taining the latest improvements, and situated at 
No. 170 Pine Street, Muskegon. Fraternally, our 
subject is connected with the Ancient Order of 
United Workmen, and is a member of the Macca- 
bees. He also belongs to the Modern Woodmen, 
and affiliates with Phil Kearney Post No. 7, G. A. 
R. He is a charter member of Zach Chandler 
Post of South Haven, and has a host of friends 
among these various orders and especiall}- enjoys 
the re-unions of the Old Veterans, who recall the 
experiences of the days when, side by side, the 
tried and true fought for the preservation of 
national existence. To-day sla then, Mr. Brown is 
a loyal citizen, ever ready to do bis share in all 
matters of general welfare. 





ENRY B. SMITH, the enterprising whole- 
sale and retail grocer, located at No. 146 
Ottawa Street, Muskegon, Mich., com- 
mands one of the best lines of custom in his 
part of the State, and, carrying a complete stock 
of choice goods, foreign and domestic, is enabled 
to supply the demands of his large and rapidly 
increasing business with prompt service, appre- 
ciated b}' all who deal with him. Our subject was 
born in Holland, Europe, October 14, 1848, and 
was the son of B. H. Smith, also a native of Holland 
and the descendant of honest and hard-working 
people, who lived and died in the same province 
of the Netherlands. The mother, Jane Van Oost- 
ing, also a Hollander by birth, was reared, educated 
and married in her native land. In 1853, the father 
with his famil3' bade adieu to the familiar scenes 
of the Old Countr}' and sailed for America, where, 
arriving safel}', he found ready occupation as a 
shoemaker and also bandied merchandise. Henry 
B. was a little lad four years of age when he made 
the voyage across the Atlantic, and his first home 
upon our hospitable shores wa^i in the city of Pat- 
erson, N. J., where he attended the district schools 
and later began the daily work of life. 



Entering in boyhood a cotton factory, Mr. 
Smith gave five years to that work, and later spent 
one year in a woolen factory. Afterward learn- 
ing the trade of a painter, he engaged in that oc- 
cupation with profit for twelve years. In 1869, 
our subject journeyed to the West and, settling in 
Muskegon, continued in the painting business un- 
til 1879, when he embarked successfully in his 
present line of trade. Mr. Smith has a fine store, 
especially adapted to the needs of his business. 
The building, 224x70 feet and two stories in 
height, is well lighted and conveniently arranged, 
each department, wholesale and retail, carrying a 
full line of fine and staple goods. Financially 
prospered, our subject has invested in valuable 
real estate, and in addition to his other business 
is engaged in the handling of both inside and out- 
side properties, being considered authority in val- 
ues and possibilities of future advancement. In- 
timately associated with the leading interests of 
his home locality, Mr. Smith has long been iden- 
tified with the Chamber of Commerce of Muske- 
gon, and is a stockholder in the Muskegon Mill- 
ing Company, of which he was the chief organ- 
izer. 

Fraternally, our subject is associated with Mus« 
kegon Lodge No. 92, 1. O. O. F.; Davis Encamp- 
ment No. 47, 1. 0. 0. F.; and is a member of Rebecca 
Lodge No. 124, 1. O. O. F.; he is also connected 
with Muskegon Canton No. 6, I. O. O. F., Mus- 
kegon Tent No. 56, K. O. T. M., and Muskegon 
Lodge No. 133, A. O. U. W., and among these 
various orders has a host of sincere friends. Polit- 
ically a Republican, and ever deeply interested in 
both local and national government, Mr. Smith is 
in no sense of the word a politician, but is content 
to do his duty as a loyal American citizen at the 
polls. 

In 1869 were united in marriage Henry B. Smith 
and Miss Gertrude Wierengo, daughter of Will- 
iam Wierengo, a native of Holland, who many 
years ago emigrated to this country. Five chil- 
dren, four sons and one daughter, have blessed the 
pleasant home. William is the eldest-born; then fol- 
low Bernard, Marion, Edward and Harry. Mr. and 
Mrs. Smith are valued members of the Congrega- 
tional Church and liberally aid in religious work. 
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In their pleasant home, No. 188 South Terrace 
Street, Muskegon, they enjoy the comforts and 
luxuries of life and hospitably receive a wide cir- 
cle of acquaintance, whose high regard they have 
long possessed. 




rARREN F. ODION, a prominent citizen, 
leading agriculturist and stock-raiser of 
Cedar Creek Township, Muskegon County, 
Mich., is interested in the handling of blooded 
Jerseys and Shropshire sheep, and, for many years 
intimately associated with the progressive inter- 
ests of his locality, has held with efficient dis- 
charge of duty many offices of trust. Mr. Odion, 
one of the early settlers of the near vicinity of 
Twin Lake, was born in Genesee County, N. Y., 
February 21, 1841. His parents, Samuel and Aba- 
gail (Peck) Odion, were natives of New England, 
the father hailing from Vermont, tlic birthplace of 
the mother being Connecticut. Samuel Odion 
was a carpenter and joiner by trade, and located 
in Michigan in 1866, his wife two 3'ears later, in 
1868, passing away in her new home. The father 
and mother reared a family of eight children. 
Darius, the eldest, is now deceased; Emiline, de- 
ceased, was the wife of M. Kelsey; Lorinda is the 
widow of A. Lounsbeiry; Abagail married A. 
Buell; W. F. is our subject; Robert C. resides in 
Batavia, N. Y.; Sarah is the widow of William 
Peck; and Esther married James Hiscott. Our sub- 
ject, educated in the common schools of his na- 
tive State, at eighteen years of age acquired the 
trade of a carpenter and joiner and followed the 
occupation of a builder until the breaking out of 
the Civil War. 

In 1862, Mr. Odion enlisted in Company C, 
One Hundred and Fifty-first New York Infantry, 
and, attached to the Arm}"- of Virginia, partici- 
pated with bi-avery in the various battles of the 
long campaign, taking an active part in the battle 
of the Wilderness, Spottsylvania Court House, 



Cold Harbor, Hanover Court House, North Annt 
River, Reams' Station, Frederick City, Md.,SnidK- 
ers' Gap, Va., and siege of Petersburgh. Daring 
the latter siege, which lasted from the fall of 1864 
until the 2d of April, 1865, our subject received t 
gun-shot wound in the right shoulder while en- 
gaged in one of the most hotly contested charges 
made b3' the rebel forces. Mr.Odion was inside 
the works when shot, and was at once conveyed to 
the hospital of City Point, Va. At the expiration 
of a month he was transferred to Lincoln Hospital, 
Washington, D. C, where he was obliged to ^^ 
main until the 1st of June. Mr. Odion then re- 
turned home upon a furlough, and was mustered 
out of the service of the Government in Elmin, 
N. Y., July 6, 1865, having for two years and 
eleven months given faithful service. He received 
only one serious wound, although engaging at 
close quarters in ten regular battles and nunoer- 
ous skirmishes. Entering the army as a private, 
our subject retired to civil life with a gallant ree- 
ord as a non-commissioned officer. 

After a brief visit to the home of his childhood, 
Mr. Odion, in 1866, located on his present home- 
stead of one hundred and sixty acres, of whidi 
sixty acres are now highly improved. On Mardi 
20, 1871, Warren F. Odion and Miss Ellis Crocker 
were married and settled on the farm where they yet 
reside, and where they reared their three children, 
of whom William, the eldest, is attending school 
at Big Rapids, Mich.; Archie B. is at home; and one 
is deceased. Mr. and Mrs. Odion are both mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcoi)al Church, of which 
our subject is District Steward, and is likewise Su- 
perintendent of the Sunday-school. Fraternally, be 
is an honored member of Whitehead Poet No. 842, 
G. A. R. Politically a Republican, he cast his first 
Presidential vote for Abraham Lincoln, when the 
lamented President was making his second raoe. 
Active in local politics and frequently a member 
of the Republican County Committee, Mr. Odion 
has, to the great satisfaction of his fellow-towns> 
men, held the offices of Township Supervisor, 
Township Clerk, School Inspector for ten or fifteen 
years, and in 1892 was elected Justice of the Peace, 
for four years; he is now one of the Coanty So- 
perintendents of the Poor. In 1883 he secured 
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the location of the postolBce at Twin Lake and, ap- 
pointed the fii*8t p')6t-master, resigned in 1886 and 
devoted himself more closely to the demands of 
his private business. Our subject is, and has long 
been, actively interested in the needed improve- 
ments and enterprises of his locality, and, one of 
the most influential men in this part of thecount3% 
is worthy of the confidence and esteem rendered 
him by the entire community among whom he has 
pas8ed so many busy years. 
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OHN E. JOHNSON, now a prominent busi- 
ness man of Casenovia, and for years promi- 
nently identified with the farming interests 

^ of Muskegon County, was born in North- 
umberland County, England, in the village of 
Allendale, April 22, 1844. His paternal grandfa- 
ther, John Johnson, was likewise a native of Al- 
lendale, and throughout his entire active life en- 
gaged in farming pursuits. He and his good wife 
reared three sons and two daughters, namely: Will- 
iam, a resident of Platteville, Wis.; Edward, wbo 
makes his home in Melbourne, Australia; John A., 
the father of our subject; Ann, who married, and 
died in California; and Mrs. Hannah Short, who 
died in England. 

A native of Northumberland County, England, 
the father of our subject first opened his eyes to 
the light of day in 1813. In England he married 
Miss Deborah Hunter, and they became the par- 
ents of seven children. William, their first-born, 
enlisted in Company D, Eighth Michigan Infan- 
try, and after serving for one and one-half years 
was honorably discharged. On the 26th of March, 
1867, he was killed by the falling of a tree upon 
his body. Ann died in girlhood at Racine, Wis.; 
Hannah passed away in Wisconsin; Mary, Mrs. 
William Bettis, and Betsey, M]*s. O. D. Blan chard, 
are also deceased. The other two children born 
of this union are Jasper and John E. The wife 
and mother died in August, 1864. The second mar- 
riage of Mr. Johnson, Sr., united him with Mrs. 



Jane Peaks, the widow of Samuel Peaks, who died 
in the army. This estimable lady still survives. 

In the spring of 1850, Mr. Johnson, Sr., emi- 
grated to America, and after a voyage of eleven 
days landed in the United States. He arrived in 
Racine, Wis., on the 1st of July, and there em- 
barked in the business of shipping wood to Chi- 
cago, also working at the trade of a mason. In 
England he engaged in merchandising, and also 
owned a fifty-acre farm. In 1860 he came to Mus- 
kegon County, where he located on section 20, 
Casenovia Township, and began the work of clear- 
ing one hundred and sixty acres which he had 
purchased prior to removing hither. Later, dis- 
posing of this property, he removed to Newaygo 
County, where his dcith occuired in April, 1867. 
Politically, he was a Republican, but not active in 
public afifairs. In his religious convictions he had 
been a member of the Church of England in his 
native land, and after coming to America became 
identified with the Episcopal Church. 

At an early age our subject was brought to 
America b}' his parents, and he grew to manhood 
amid the pioneer scenes of Wisconsin and Michi- 
gan. On the 4th of January, 1863, he enlisted as 
a member of Batter}- B, First Michigan Artillery, 
and participated in the campaign of Gen. Sher- 
man in the South, taking part in the battles of 
Resaca, Rome Cross Roads, Etawa Kiver, Rome, 
Dallas, Chattahoochee River and Atlanta. He 
followed Gen. Hood back to Hunt^ville, Ala., and 
afterward marched to Macon, Savannah, Columbia, 
Bentonville and other Southern cities, where he 
met the foe on many a bloody battlefield. At 
Creswellville, Ga., he was wounded in the right 
hand. He took part in the Grand Review at 
W^ashington, June 14, 186«5, and was afterward 
discharged at Detroit, Mich. 

Returning home, he engaged in farming pur- 
suits on tiixiy acres situated on section 21, Cas- 
enovia Township. In 1872 he commenced to work 
at the trade of a mason, which he followed for 
twenty years in connection with agricultural pur- 
suits. In 1886 he sold his farm, and, coming to 
Casenovia, has since made his honie in this village. 
In July of 1890 he engaged in the furniture busi- 
ness, in which he met with success from the in- 
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ception of the enterprise. He has served as Presi- 
dent of the village and as Alderman, being one 
of the prominent members of the Republican part3'' 
at this place. Socially, he is identified with the 
Masonic fraternity, the Grand Army of the Re- 
public, and the Knights of the Maccabees. 

June 18, 1866, Mr. Johnson married Arminda, 
daughter of Cornelius and Emcline (Hilton) Bon- 
ter, natives of New Jersey and Livingston County, 
Mich«, respectively, who now reside in Missouri. 
Four children were bom of this union: My rtia; 
Selden C; Frank, who died at the age of four; and 
Eddie. The wife and mother died May 17, 1886. 
The present wife of Mr. Johnson was formerly 
Margaret Colman, and is a lady of noblo charac- 
ter, who has proved a devoted helpmate to her 
husband. Mr. Johnson is exact and scrupulous in 
his business relations. His word or promise in 
any transaction is taken without hesitation. In 
like manner, he exacts the proprieties of life from 
all with whom he comes in contact. In his view 
the highest citizenship is comprehended in the 
morality, enterprise and integrity of the people. 
A public-spirited man, his gifts to public and re- 
ligious institutions have been frequent and gen- 
erous. He gives to the churches, to the poor, to 
public and individual enterprises, and he is as un- 
ostentatious in his beneficences as he is in pei^son 
and manner. 
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ELS P. NELSON, a prominent citizen and 
popular Street Commissioner of Muskegon, 
Mich., and for a quarter of a century a lead- 
ing factor in the promotion of enterprise, has during 
these changing years occupied with honor and fi- 
delity to trusts involved various city and county 
positions. In 1880 elected Alderman from the 
First Ward, he served two yeai-s as a City Father, 
vigorously aiding in the forwarding of needed lo- 
cal improvements and materially advancing num- 
erous public enterprises. In 1886 elected Sheriff 
of Mu^egon County, and in 1888 re-elected to the 



responsible position by a handsome majority, Mr. 
Nelson was ever equal to the trying demands of 
the ofiSce, and by his prompt discharge of duty 
gave universal satisfaction to the general public 
In 1892 appointed Commissioner, and in 1893 re- 
appointed, he is now handling this branch of the 
city work in a thoroughly practical and energetic 
manner, which from the first has won the high 
commendation of his fellow-citizens. Our subject, 
a native of Norway, was born near Christiana, 
August 26, 1848. His father, Peter Nelson, also 
born in Norway, passed his entire life in his natiye 
land, dying in 1873. The mother, Anna Nelson, 
likewise a lifetime resident of Norway, entered 
into rest in 1860. The father and mother, in- 
dustrious and upright people, reared and educated 
six children. 

Our subject, spending the days of boyhood in 
Norway, attended the common schools of his na- 
tive land and was likewise trained in habits of 
intelligent thrift At sixteen years of age he 
self-reliantiy resolved to try his fortunes in the 
world of promise beyond the sea. Safely crossing 
the Atlantic, after a long voyage he landed in 
Quebec. He made no stay in the Canadian Do- 
minion, but, journeying to the United States, went 
to Illinois and for a twelvemonth made his home 
in Chicago. The succeeding year locating in Man- 
istee, Mich., our subject worked in the lumber re- 
gion for two years. July 6, 1867, Mr. Nelson 
came to Muskegon and received employment in 
the lath-mill of Bigelow & Co., continuing in the 
same business for the succeeding fifteen yeai^ In 
1882 Mr. Nelson, in partnership with Martin Birch, 
engaged in the meat business, under the firm 
name of Nelson & Birch, and, remaining in this 
line of trade, also conducted a general merchan- 
dise business on his own account. A stalwart Re- 
publican and an ardent advocate of the principles 
of the party, our subject has been prominent in tlie 
local councils, and as the candidate of the Repub- 
lican ticket has won in the oflScial race. 

Fraternally connected with the Lowell Moore 
Lodge No. 182, A. F. <fe A. M., also a member of 
the chapter, council and eommandery, our sub- 
ject likewise afiSliates with the Scandinavian Tent 
of the Maccabees. He is a member of Muskegon 
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public, being a member of the post atNunica, No. 
136. He is also a member of Spring Lake Lodge 
No. 234, A. F. <fe A. M. With his wife he holds 
membership in the Evangelical Church, and is 
prominent in all the benevolent enterprises orig- 
inated by that denomination. 
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ON. JOHN W. NORRINGTON. There is 
an obscurity in the game of life that to 
the robust mind is always attractive. The 
^ important uncertainty of the final outcome, 
its value to all, serves as an incentive to great 
deeds. To push forward and win the battle is the 
one common impulse and ambition of humanity. 
But in this vast concourse of struggling warriors, 
the number who achieve success is comparatively 
small, and in the majority of instances is confined 
to those who by reason of family inheritance or 
extended learning have a far better start than 
their fellows. Without these qualifications success 
is rarely attained, but when it is, the fortunate be- 
ing is invariably the possessor of an indomitable 
will, untiring energy and an unusual amount of 
native shrewdness and ability. Such a man is 
John W. Norrington, the subject of this sketch, 
who is the present representative of Ottawa Coun- 
ty in the Legislature. 

Mr. Norrington is a native of Berkeley County, 
W. Va., born July 28, 1848, and the son of William 
and Mary (Hedges) Norrington, natives respec- 
tively of South Carolina and Virginia (now West 
Virginia). Both families came originally from 

« 

P^ngland, the Norringtons settling in South Caro- 
lina and the Hedges in Annapolis, Md., and members 
of these families served in the War for Indepen- 
dence. William Norrington was a farmer by oc- 
cupation, and his death occurred in West Virginia, 
on the farm where he settled directly after mar- 
riage. There his wife also passed her last days. 
At the commencement of the Civil War he was a 
county official and a stanch Union man. To his 
marriage were born seven children. The first died 



in infancy; Mary £., wife of Andrew T. Harper, 
was born October 3, 1846, close to the old home- 
stead; John W« if next; William L., bom October 
1, 1850^ resides in Seattle, Wash.; Biartha J., boin 
July 3, 1852, died November 8, 1853; Sarah Y., 
born January 14, 1855, married H. R. Smith, and re- 
sides in South Dakota; and Joseph £., bom Septem- 
ber 28, 1857, resides on the old homestead in 
Berkeley County, W. Va. 

John W. Norrington was reared to fsim life, and 
in his boyhood days attended the subscription 
schools, continuing in the same until the breaking 
out of the Civil War. In 1865 he attended Uie 
first free school in the county, and in the winter 
of 1867 entered the High School of Odin, 111. 
When fifteen years of age our subject started ont 
for himself, and his first move was to enlist in 
Compan}' C, Third West Virginia Cavalry, under 
Capt. Peter Tabler. He was in the battle of Wythc- 
ville, Va., on Hunter's raid and at Licksburgh; then 
his command went to the Shenandoah Valley and 
fought at Winchester. The next engagement was at 
Shepardstown, then Chambersburg, where heavy 
skirmishing was done, but the hardest engagement 
took place at More field, W. Va. After this he 
was at Winchester, Fisher's Hill,Mt. Jackson, Port 
Republic and Cedar Creek, where Gen. Sheri- 
dan made his famous ride. For a short time they 
were in winter quarters at Camp Russell, after which 
they went on the Gordonsville (Va.) raid. On 
the 27th of February, 1865, they broke camp and 
started for White House Landing. The first en- 
gagement was at Waynesboro and there the Third 
Brigade made the celebrated charge. This charge 
was made b3^ Col. Gapehart, and three hundred 
wagons of Gen. Early's wagon train were captured. 
The next battle was at Charlottesville, and then Pe- 
tersburg, and from that time on it was a continual 
engagement until the surrender of Gen. Lee. The 
hardest-fought battle during this time was at 
Sailor Creek,where Gen. Custer made three charges 
before he was successful and captured Brig.-Gen. 
Lee and Gen. Ewell, of the Confederate army. 
Five Forks was the next engagement in which 
our subject participated. During his service Mr. 
Norrington was slightly wounded at the battle 
of Moorfield, and was captured by Gen. Mosby 
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at Bunker Hill, Va. Five other men were cap- 
tured at the same time, but they succeeded in 
oyeitx>ming their guards and made their way to 
their own camp on the opposite side of the river, 
taking the Sergeant along with them. Mr. Nor- 
rington was discharged at Wheeling, W. Va., on 
the dOth of June, 1865, and left camp July 10 
of the same year. 

Returning home, Mr. Norrington remained there 
for a short time and attended school. On the 1st 
of March, 1869, he started to Kansas, bat spent 
the summer in Weston, Mo. In the fall he went 
to what was then Howard County, now Chautau- 
qua County, Kan., where he took up land close to 
what is now the town of Peru. This town was 
located by our subject, Mr. Cutler and several 
others, and Mr. Norrington assisted in digging the 
first well and building the first house, which was 
a log struct ui*e. The latter was given to a man to 
put a stock of groceries in. On the organization 
of the county, Mr. Norrington was elected Town- 
ship Trustee for the south half of the county, 
called Belleville Township. Often Mr. Norring- 
ton would take a day's provisions and a blanket 
and pony and make a two-days trip, camping out 
wherever night overtook him. He was re- 
elected the next year, but resigned and came to 
this State in 1871. The following spring he re- 
turned to Kansas and remained there until 1875, 
when he came back to Michigan. The following 
year he embarked in the grocery business at Plain- 
well, Allegan County, Mich., but since then he 
has been engaged for the most part in farming. 

In 1885 he was elected Township Supervisor 
and re-elected for seven successive years. In 1891 
he made the race for Register of Deeds on the Re- 
publican ticket but was defeated by one hundred 
and seventy votes, Charles Ingraham fusion. In 
1892, in the November election, he was made Rep- 
resentative over Jacob Barr, Democrat, by two 
hundred and thirty-nine votes. Mr. Norrington 
was a member of the Labor Committee, Election 
Committee, and a member of the State Public 
School Board at Cold water, Mich. February 10, 
1869, he was married to Miss Joana Barlow, a na- 
tive of Michigan, born near Ypsilanti, and the 
daughter of George O. and Joana (Williams) Bar- 



low. Mr. Barlow resides in this county, but his 
wife died on the 1st of January, 1893. They 
were the parents of eleven children, ten of whom 
lived to be grown: Margaret, who is the wife of 
Rev. W. Wilson; John, deceased; Mary, wife of 
James Chelson; Addle, wife of Mr. Boyce; Sem E.; 
Elisha; Joana, wife of our subject; Hana, widow of 
M. Sweetland; Nancy (deceased), who was the wife 
of John Snell; Elexie^ wife of David Lick; and 
George O. To our subject and wife have been born 
three children: Emery H., born May 12, 1871, and 
who died March 26, 1873; Nova Z., born Novem- 
ber 12, 1873; and William O., bom March 31, 1877. 
Mrs. Norrington is a member of the Presbyterian 
Church. Socially, Mr. Norrington is a member 
of Ottawa Lodge No. 46, I. O. O. F., the Grange, 
and William Thurkettle Post No. 388, G. A. R., 
at Allendale Center. 




1^^ ON. ELIAS W. MERRILL, a retired lum- 
berman and real-estate dealer of Muskegon, 
was born in Cumberland County, Me., 
October 2, 1812. He traces his ancestry to 
England, whence in 1635 representatives of the 
family emigrated to the United States, making 
settlement in New England. His father, Elias, 
was the son of Humphrey Merrill, a soldier in the 
Revolutionary War, who passed his entire life in 
Maine, the State of his birth. The mother of our 
subject, whose maiden name was Dolly Locke, was 
also born and reared in Maine. 

The years of his boyhood our subject passed in 
the State of Maine, where he received a good edu- 
cation in the common schools. Later he entered 
Maine Seminary, where he prosecuted his studies 
with diligence for a period of two years. In 1837, 
having resolved to seek his fortune in the West 
he came to Michigan, and, locating in Grand 
Rapids, engaged in the lumber business for two 
years in partnership with his brother Isaac. Re- 
turning later to Maine, he spent two years in 
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that State, and in 1844 again came to Michigan, 
this time locating in Muskegon, where he embarked 
in the lumber business in connection with his 
brother, continuing thus engaged for a period of 
eighteen years and meeting with the highest suc- 
cess. In 1859 he turned his attention to the real- 
estate business, in which for a number of years he 
was successfully engaged. At the present time he 
owns several business blocks and a number of resi- 
dences in the city of Muskegon. 

The public issues of Stale and nation have 
always commanded the earnest attention of Mr. 
Merrill, whose peculiar abilities eminently qualify 
him for official position. In his political affilia- 
tions he was formerly a Whig and a pronounced 
Abolitionist, and is at present a stanch advocate 
of the principles of the Republican party. In 1857 
he was elected to represent his district in the State 
Legislature, where he served with fidelity to the 
interests of his constituents and witfai credit to 
himself. Among the most important measures 
with which he was identified was the bill provid- 
ing for the division of the large county of Ottawa 
into the two counties of Muskegon and Ottawa, 
the former having prior to that time been a part 
of Ottawa. So satisfactory was the service rend- 
ered by Mr. Merrill in the Legislature that he was 
elected in 1865 to the State Senate, representing 
Ottawa and Muskegon Counties, in which capacity 
he served for one term. 

The marriage of Mr. Merrill was solemnized on 
the 24th of November, 1840, at which time he was 
united with Miss Sarah A., daughter of Moses and 
Sarah (Batchelor) Titcomb, natives of Maine. 
Mrs. Merrill was a native of Maine and received 
her education in the schools of North Yarmouth, 
where she grew to womanhood. She was the mo- 
ther of one son and four daughters. Three daugh- 
ters yet survive: Ellen, Mrs. 11. N. Hovey, of 
Muskegon; Annie J., Mrs. James H. Smith; and 
Eliza M., wife of Ernest A. Worden, also of Mus- 
kegon. The deceased were Sarah A. and George 
W. The mother departed this life at her home on 
the 13th of May, 1893. The family residence is a 
commodious structure, pleasantly located at No. 
84 Muskegon Avenue, and is furnished in a man- 
ner indicating the refined tastes of the inmates. 



Mr. Merrill is a man of strong personality, unflinch- 
ing honesty and integrity, and for many years 
has been numbered among Muskegon's most able 
and enterprising citizens. In judgment he is wise 
and accurate, and his opinion upon matters of im- 
portance has the weight of authority among his 
fellow-citizens. He is ever ready to take an ac- 
tive part in any business undertaking or enter- 
prise that will result profitably to the development 
of Muskegon, and has been a prominent factor in 
the progress of this city. 
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PHRAIM PELTON. The observant trav- 
^ eler as he wends his way along the pleas- 
ant roads of Ottawa County finds plenty 



to occupy his attention and awaken his admira- 
tion. On every hand appear evidences of pros- 
perity. Here are fields of waving grain; there 
nestle busy, bustling cities. Probably in his trav- 
els he observes no finer farm than that which is 
owned and occupied by the subject of this brief 
biographical review, who is recognized as one of 
the most capable and prosperous farmers of Tall- 
madge Township. 

Born in Canada in 1832, our subject is the eldest 
child of RoUin II. and Abigail (Pelton) Pelton, na- 
tives of Vermont and Canada respectively, of whom 
further mention is made in the sketch of Rollin Pel- 
ton, presented on another page. He was a pupil in 
the common schools of Canada, where he acquii-ed 
a fair education, being an apt and diligent scholar. 
He remained in the land of his birth until he was 
a youth of nineteen, when he came to Michigan, 
and for a time resided near the city of Grand 
Rapids. For six months he engaged in lumbering 
about the river, after which he accompanied his 
parents to Ottawa County and settled with them 
on a farm in Tallmadge Township. 

After working on the farm (or a period of twelve 
years, our subject began lumbering for the firm of 
Hopkins & Monroe, of Grand Haven, this State, 
and continued thus engaged for five years. He 
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then purchased the beautiful farm upon which he 
has since made his home. At the time of buying 
the property, it was a wilderness, upon which 
scarcely a furrow had been turned and no attempt 
whatever made at improvement; but through the 
diligent exertions of the owner it is to-day one of 
the best-improved farms in Ottawa County. Mr. 
Pelton uses good judgment in the cultivation of 
the soil, and makes a specialty of the cereals for 
which the land is best adapted. He makes of farm- 
ing not only an occupation, but also a science. 

In Grand Rapids, on the 1st of January, 1861, 
Mr. Pelton was united in marriage with Miss Etta 
Quigley, who was born in New York, being the 
daughter of William G. and Mary (Franklin) 
Quigley. To this marriage there have been born 
four children: R. H., who married Miss Helen 
Willet and resides in Lowell, this State; Abbie, 
who IS the wife of W. J. Craik, of Sparta; and 
Joseph and Etta, who live with their parents. 
While the life of Mr. Pelton has not been charac- 
terized by any stirring events or thrilling episodes, 
his labors, while quietly done, have been no less 
effective toward securing the advancement of the 
social and business interests of his community, 
and while gaining personal success he has also 
promoted the welfare of the township and county. 
The Democratic party finds in him a firm adherent 
and ardent champion, and he casts his ballot and 
gives his influence toward promoting the success 
of this political organization. 





^l OHN ALBERS, the well-known and enter- 
prising wholesale dealer in meats of all 
kinds, and a commission man, the Muskegon 
representative of Swift <fe Co., Chicago pack- 
ers and dealers in provisions, has been a leading 
citizen of his present locality for thirty-six years, 
and has spent almost his entire life in the State of 
Michigan. Born in Germany in 1842, our subject 
was the son of Henry J. Albers, a man of more 
than ordinary business ability, who with his fam- 



ily early crossed the ocean, and located in Alle- 
gan County, Mich., where he resided until his 
death. He was an extensive shipper of stock and, 
widely known in the Wolverine State, commanded 
universal esteem. The mother, Fannie (Larman) 
Albers, also a native of Germany and yet surviv- 
ing her husband, continues to make her home in 
Allegan County. Our subject was eight years of 
age when with his parents he landed in the city 
of New York and journeyed immediately after 
to the West. He enjoyed the benefit of a good 
common -school education in the district of his 
home in Allegan County, and at fifteen years of 
age came to Muskegon, and here received a higher 
grade of instruction in the excellent public schools 
of the city. 

In 1870 Mr. Albers engaged in the grocery busi- 
ness upon his own account, and a twelvemonth 
later began the handling of meats, and later sold 
his grocery store, continuing profitably in the meat 
business. In 1881 he opened a wholesale meat es- 
tablishment, second to none in the vicinity, and 
still continuing successfully in this line of trade, 
in 1887 became likewise a commission merchant, 
working in the interest of Swif t <& Co.. of Chicago, 
and handling their meats upon commission. At 
the beginning of his business career our subject 
served a profitable apprenticeship as a clerk in the 
store of Ryerson & Morris and Ryei*son, Hills <fe 
Co., well-known and prosperous general merchants. 
The four years which Mr. Albei-s spent with this 
.firm gave him a clear insight into business meth- 
ods and insured him a wide acquaintance through- 
out the county. He also clerked for a time in the 
boot and shoe store of W. M. Sawyer, of Muske- 
gon, and when, in 1870, he went into business for 
himself, he possessed a fund of practical experi- 
ence, which was a most valuable reserve capital. 
In his present business, acquiring an extensive 
trade, our subject has taken his place with the sub- 
stantial business men of the city and county, and 
in all matters of public welfare and enterprise is 
ever ready to lend a helping hand. 

In 1869 John Albers and Miss Emma I^kc, of 
Muskegon, were united in marriage. In 1883 Mr. 
Albers was married to his present wife, Tryntje 
Ozinga, also of Muskegon. Four sons and one 
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daughter have blessed the homo: Flora, Frank, 
Henry, George and James. Mrs. Albers i& a val- 
ued member of the German Reformed Church, and 
is active in religious and benevolent work. The 
family residence is desirabl}^ located at No. 18 
San ford Street. Fraternally associated with the 
Maccabees and a member of Union Tent No. 379, 
Mr. Albers is, politically, a Democrat, and a strong 
advocate of the "Party of the People." Untroub- 
led by aspirations for office, our subject is yet in- 
telligently posted in local and national issues and 
is regarded by the general public as a man of lib- 
eral spirit and a true American citizen. 





ARWIN G. BELL, an extensive land- 
owner of Muskegon County, and a resi- 
dent of Casenovia, was born in Rossie, St. 
Lawrence County, N. Y., February 20, 
1845, being a son of David and Lucy A. (Blod- 
gett) Bell. His grandfather, David Bell, was born 
and reared in Vermont, and in early manhood was 
united in marriage with Miss Chloe, daughter of 
Asa Carpenter, and niece of Gov. Benjamin Car- 
penter. They became the parents of ten children, 
of whom two sons, David and Emer, and seven 
daughter attained to maturity. In politics, Grand- 
father Bell adhered to the principles advocated by 
the Whig party. He followed farming pursuits 
until his death, which occurred in Jefiferson Coun- 
ty, N. Y. 

David Bell, the father of our subject, was born 
in Vermont July 28, 1806, and was but one year 
old when his parents located in Rutland, N. Y. 
In his youth he gained a thorough knowledge of 
agricultural pursuits, which he followed in his na- 
tive State. In 1851 he came to Michigan and 
settled in Hillsdale County, whence, three years 
later, he removed to Casenovia Township, Muske- 
gon County. He purchased one hundred and 
sixty acres of heavily timbered land on sections 
20 and 29, but was not permitted to enjoy the 



rich fruition of his labors in witnessing its devel- 
opment into one of the Quest farms in the county, 
for he was removed by death February 25, 1855. 
As did his father, he identified himself with the 
Whig party. 

Tbe mother of our subject was born in Frank- 
lin County, Mass., in the village of Heath, April 
17, 1812. She still survives, being the wife of 
John Brown. Her parents, Samuel and Susanna 
C. (Wliipple) Biodgctt, were natives of Massachu- 
setts, the father having been born near Lexington. 
In 1828 he removed to New York, and followed 
farming operations in Jefferson County until his 
death, at the age of seventy- four yeai's. In reli- 
gious matters, he was a Free- Will Baptist. He was 
twice married, and bj*^ his first union had twelve 
children, five sons and seven daughters. His sec- 
ond marriage was childless. He was a son of 
Timothy Biodgett, a resident of Massachusetts and 
of English descent, who served in the Revolution- 
ary War. 

In the parental family there were nine children 
who attained to mature years, three having died in 
childhood. Those who reached manhood and 
womanhood were: Goodloe H., a resident of Battle 
Creek; Helen M., who married and is now de- 
ceased; Ambrose D., of Mississippi, who enlisted 
in the Third Michigan Infantry, and served for 
four vears and four months; Emer A., who served 
in the Third Michigan Infantry, and was killed in 
the second battle of Bull Run; Chauncey, who 
served in the Third Michigan Infantry in the 
Commissary Department, and now lives in Missis^ 
sippi; Darwin G., of this sketch; Annette, who is 
married and lives in Missaukee County; Mrs. 
Emma J. Jackson; and Inez, Mrs. Seaman, who is 
deceased. 

Our subject acquired his education in the High 
School at Battle Creek and at Battle Creek College. 
He taught four terms of school in Fremont and 
Chester Townships, and at the age of twenty-four 
years he went to Big Rapids, where he received 
the appointment of Surveyor of Mecosta County. 
He also engaged in the real-estate and insurance 
business there, and for two years served as City 
Engineer. For eighteen years he has made his 
home in Casenovia, with the progress of which his 
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name is inseparably associated. He served as 
County Surveyor for one term, and for fourteen 
years has been surveyor for the Western Michigan 
Lumber Company. 

The real-estate interests of Mr. Bell are exten- 
sive and remunerative. He is the owner of twenty 
acres on section 29, forty acres on section 20, and 
forty acres on section 21, Casenovia Township; 
he owns an interest in four hundred and eighty 
acres in Moorland Township, being the sole own- 
er of one hundred and forty acres; he is also 
the owner of a one-half interest in five hundred 
and forty acres. In addition, he has valuable 
property in the village of Casenovia. Politically, 
he is a Republican, and socially is identified with 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

In May, 1875, Mr. Bell was united in marriage 
with Miss Jennie Northrup, who was bom in Sen- 
eca County, Ohio, and is a daughter of William 
H. and Sarah (Tompkins) Northrup, natives re- 
spectively of Steuben County, N. Y., and Seneca 
County, Ohio. Mr. Northrup is a farmer by oc- 
cupation, and during the late war enlisted in the 
Third Ohio Infantry. In 1869 he came to Mus- 
kegon County, Mich., where he still resides. His 
wife died in May, 1890, at the age of sixty-one. 
They were the parents of four sons and one 
daughter. The grandfather of Mrs. Bell was Eben 
Northrup, who lived and died in Steuben County. 
Our subject and his wife are the parents of four 
children: Claude V., Clyde C, Fay and Cora M. 
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EORGE NELSON JOHNSTON. Through 
the good management of his farming affairs 
in general, the subject of this sketch has 
demonstrated the fact that skill and labor com- 
bined produce the best results. He and his broth- 
er are the most extensive and successful mint- 
growers in Muskegon County, and he has for ten 
years or more occupied a farm in Moorland Town- 
ship, consisting of two hundred and forty acres, 
of which one hundred and forty are in a high 



state of cultivation. As a farmer and business 
man, he stands high in the confidence of the peo- 
ple, whose regard he has won by honorable deal- 
ings and genial courtesy. 

Bom in Haldimand County, Canada, our sub- 
ject is the son of James and Mary Ann (Yocum) 
Johnston. He is of Irish descent, his paternal 
grandfather, John Johnston, having been born in 
the Emerald Isle, whence he emigrated to Canada 
at an early age, and engaged in farming there un- 
til his death, in 1862, at the age of eighty-one. His 
wife, whose maiden name was Susan Stewart, was 
a native of Canada, and died about 1865, at the 
age of seventy-three. The maternal grandfather 
of our subject, Henry Yocum, was a native of 
Pennsylvania, but passed the most of his life in 
Canada, near Niagara Falls. He died in 1869, at 
the age of nearly eighty. He was a wealthy and 
successful farmer, a prominent citizen, and one of 
the first settlers along I^ake Erie. The maternal 
grandmother, whose maiden name was Elizabeth 
Gould, was born in Canada, of German parentage, 
and died in 1855, at the age of fifty years. Lon- 
gevity has been a prominent characteristic of this 
family through several generations. The great- 
great-grandmother of our subject on the maternal 
side was Mary Stewart, who attained the ripe old 
age of one hundred and six, and a perfect image 
of her, as she appeared at that age, has been pre- 
served in wax. 

The father of our subject, James Johnston, was 
born in the State of New Jersey in 1801. When 
a mere boy he acted in the capacity of teamster in 
the Government service during the War of 1812. 
At the age of thirty-two he moved to Canada, and 
after a residence there of nearly twenty- four years 
he removed to Berrien County, Mich., whence, in 
1865, he came to Muskegon County and settled in 
Eggleston Township, making his permanent home 
there. His death occurred October 28, 1871, when 
he was in his seventieth year, and after he had 
suffered severely for a number of years. He was 
a member in good standing of the Old-School Bap- 
tist Church of Ashland, and was a man of good 
habits and lofty principles, whose entire life was 
devoted to the faith of which he was a follower. 

The lady who in 1836 became the wife of James 
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Johnston was Miss Mary Ann Yocum, a native of 
Rainham, Haldiraand County, Canada, born on the 
2d of August, 1816. She was a noble Christian 
wife and mother, beloved by all who knew her, 
and her life was a blessing to many. She passed 
from earth December 8, 1891, at the age of sev- 
enty-five. 

Our subject commenced in business for himself 
at the age of about twenty-two years, and for some 
time thereafter he engaged in lumbering, buying 
and selling lumber and shingles. In 1882 he set- 
tled upon the farm he now occupies in Moorland 
Township, Muskegon County. November 8, 1887, 
he and Miss Mary McVaugh were married. The 
bride was the daughter of Patrick and Katharine 
(Cull) McVaugh, natives of the Emerald Isle who 
emigrated to America and settled in Chicago. In 
politics, Mr. Johnston is identified with the Pro- 
hibition party, and takes a prominent part in 
municipal affairs, giving his influence and support 
to all enterprises calculated to promote the ma- 
terial welfare of the community. In his religious 
connections, he is a member of the Free Methodist 
Church, to the support of which he contributes 
with liberality. 



& 




cs. 



C^" 



. Si 



^ RANK W. SQUI P]R, a progressive citizen 

Pof Muskegon County, residing on section 1, 
Moorland Township, was born near Roch- 
ester, N. Y., October 17, 1853, and is a son of 
David W. and Sarah (Dayton) Squier, natives of 
the same State. His paternal grandparents, John 
and Mary (Lampman) Squier, of English and 
Dutch descent respectively, were also natives of 
New York. The ancestor of this family were a 
long-lived and sturdy race, possessing strong phys- 
ical and mental qualities. The father of our sub- 
ject, David W. Squier, a farmer and lumberman, 
was one of the most prominent citizens, first of 
Muskegon, and later of Newaygo County, being 
largely interested in and identified with the lum- 
ber business of northern Michigan. 



Bom at Ft. Edward, Washington County,N. Y., 
March 10, 1822, David W. Squier grew to man- 
hood on the homestead of his father, and at the 
age of eighteen embraced the opportunity of de- 
voting his time and energy to lumbering, a de- 
sire which he had long cherished. The fulfillment 
of this ambition decided his life pursuit, and made 
possible the success he afterward achieved. One 
of his favorite recreations during his boyhood 
days was to help in rafting logs down the Hudson 
and Susquehanna Rivers. In 1844 and 1845 he en- 
gaged as a contractor in Monroe County, N. Y.,m 
getting out timber to construct the schooner "Gen- 
esee Chief" and the brig "Venice," for the LAke 
Erie service, working in the heavily timbered 
region of the Genesee River. 

December 18, 1846, Mr. Squier married Miss 
Sarah, daughter of Idas and Paulina (French) 
Dayton. Mrs. Squier was bom in Monroe County, 
N. Y., January 23, 1829, and was reared and edu- 
cated in the place of her birth. After his marriage 
Mr. Squier changed his plans to some extent for 
the time being, and engaged in agricultural par- 
suits in New York. In the fall of 1848 he located 
in the vicinity of Coldwater, Mich., and again 
pursued farming operations, interesting himself 
also in buying horses for the Eastern markets. In 
1856 he settled in Muskegon County, Mich., on 
the Muskegon River, where he engaged in the ho- 
tel and lumber business. 

In 1858 Mr. Squier purchased one hundred and 
forty acres of partly-improved land in Newaygo 
County, where he located permanently. He be- 
came one of the most extensive operators of pine 
and farming lands in northern Michigan, and the 
owner of oVer eight thousand acres, half of which 
is improved and under cultivation. He was a man 
of quick decision, and gave his personal supervis- 
ion to all the details of bis business affairs. His 
management, although skillful, was broad and lib- 
eral, and his business dealings were characterized 
by strict integrity. His'private residence, built at 
a cost of $16,000, is i*eputed to be the finest farm- 
house in Newaygo County. He was a believer in 
the good old Democratic principles, but was never 
an aspirant for political honors. After the death 
of his wife, October 13, 1889, he never left the 
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old homestead, and seemed to lose all interest in 
his business affairs. At the age of sixty-eight, af- 
ter a long and useful career, a short illness re- 
sulted in his demise February 4, 1890. 

Frank W. Squier is one of five children, only 
two of whom are now living. His educational 
advantages included a thorough course in civil 
engineering, the knowledge of which is very useful 
to him in the management of the estate. He was 
united in marriage February 19, 1891, witli Miss 
Mary Dickinson, daugliter of Frank and Maryett 
(Kimbell) Dickinson, natives of Vermont and New 
York respectively. Mi*s. Squier was born in Mich- 
igan March 9, 1865, and received an excellent ed- 
ucation in girlhood in Newaygo County, Mich. 
Our subject possesses many of the sterling quali- 
ties of his father, and is highly regarded by the 
people of his community. He devotes^ the most 
of his time and attention to the management of 
his extensive interests m lumber and agriculture. 
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f DAM PATIERSON was bom in Brock, 
Canada, Mar(Ui 13, 1840, and died in 
Muskegon County, Mich., June 17, 1891. 
The half-centi\ry that spanned these dates 
was filled with deeds of kindness and generosity, 
and when the end came it was felt bv all with 
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whom he had business or social relations that the 
community had suffered an irreparable loss. This 
brief record of his life will be perused with interest 
by those with whom he was associated in days gone 
by, and will also furnish an example for the emula- 
tion of the rising generation. 

The parents of our subject, Alexander and Mary 
Patterson, were natives of Scotland, and in 1837 
emigrated to America, setthng in Canada, where 
they resided about twenty years. They then re- 
moved to Michigan and located in Berlin, Ottawa 
County. After a residence there of another twenty 
years, they sold out their farming interests and re- 
moved to Grand Rapids, where Mr. Patterson re- 
sided, practically retired from active business, until 
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his death. Of ten children, our subject is the 
fourth in respect to age. He remained at home 
until about twenty-two yeara old, assisting his 
father on the farm and at the same time acquiring a 
common-school education. He then engaged in 
farming in Polkton Township, Ottawa County, and 
followed this occupation about two years. 

Removing from Polkton Township to Ravenna, 
Mr. Patterson embarked in the milling and lum- 
bering business, and for about two years had an 
extensive trade in that line. Then selling out his 
interests at that place, he located at Titiutc and 
erected a large mill for the manufacture of lumber 
and shingles. He did a thriving business here for 
about one year, then sold out and removed to Ra- 
venna, where he remained for one summer. Thence 
he went to Casenovia and purchased the Edward 
Hayward mill, where his usual success attended 
him during his two years' stay. His restless ambi- 
tion, however, induced him to again dispose of his 
property, after which he located on Half Moon 
Lake. After one year spent at that place, he went 
to Bailey and built one of the largest mills in 
northern Michigan, which he conducted for two 
years. Later he resided at Nunica, Ottawa County, 
and subsequently engaged in the manufacture of 
shingles on Rogue River. 

After having spent twelve months in the last- 
named place, Mr. Pattereon disposed of his inter- 
ests there and removed to Girard, Kan., where he 
engaged in farming. Like many others who set- 
tled in the Sunflower State at that time, he soon 
discovered that farming operations there proved 
very unsuccessful, owing to the hot winds and the 
destructiveness of grasshoppers. As a result of 
these causes, he met with the entire loss of ail his 
property, and after a two-3'eai's sojourn in Kansas 
returned to Michigan. In this State he located on 
a farm ten miles east of Grand Rapids, where he 
remained about one year, going from there to a 
farm in Moorland Township. Upon property pur- 
chased in this township he conducted agricultural 
operations on an extensive scale, and in connection 
with his farming interests he built and conducted 
a large lumber and shingle mill. 

Mr. Patterson possessed indomitable pluck and 
energy, and we find him in 1877, less than two 
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years after his return from Kansas, with his for- 
tune so far retrieved that he was the owner of a fine 
farm and a large milling interest. His business 
here proved very successful and he made this his 
permanent home. He was married July 19, 1865, 
to Lovisa, daughter of John W. and Elizabeth Tib- 
bltts, natives of New York. The marriage resulted 
in the birth of three children, one of whom, Ethel 
May, is deceased. Ella Frances and Elmer Frank- 
lin are twins, the former being the wife of Thomas 
Workman, of Moorland Township; the son mar- 
ried Mary McMillan and makes his home in Moor- 
land Township. In the summer of 1891, Mr. Pat- 
terson returned from an extended tour through 
the South, where he had looked up a new location 
for milling operations. He was making arrange- 
ments to return to the South, when a brief and un- 
expected illness resulted in his death. He possessed 
many sterling and generous qualities, and his 
friendly and social disposition made him quite 
popular among his acquaintances. 



•-^ 
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J' UDGE EDWARD HUNTINGTON WYLIE, 
deceased, a citizen of superior judicial 
ability, a jurist of culture and fine attain- 
ments who, with honor and distinction, for 
twenty years presided in the Probate Court of 
Muskegon County, Mich., and, a long-time resi- 
dent of the city of Muskegon, held with able fidel- 
ity various oflScial positions of trust and, a liberal- 
spirited citizen, was mourned as a public loss 
when, upon April 27, 1882, he was suddenly taken 
ill while at work in his oflfice. He was removed 
to his home and died the same evening. Our 
subject, born in Lebanon, Madison County, N. Y., 
December 8, 1819, was the son of Capt. Moses 
and Mary (Clark) Wylie. The mother was the 
daughter of Dr. John Clark, a physician of emi- 
nence, and the granddaughter of Dr. John Clark, 
Sr., whose mother was the sister of the celebrated 
divine, Jonathan Edwards. The remote Wjiie 
ancestors were natives of Scotland, sturdy, self-re- 



specting men and women of rectitude and thrifty 
industry. Judge Wylie belonged to the Hunt- 
ington family, which contained many distinguished 
names. Theodore D. Weld, the famous Abolition- 
ist, was a cousin, also Grace Greenwood, the well- 
known authoress. The Clarks were originally 
from England, but, emigrating in a very early day 
to America, founded in this country a branch of 
a family noted for its culture and piety. 

Our subject, throughout his life a great reader, 
was educated in the schools of Lebanon and Utica, 
the days of his boyhood being spent in the two 
places. Arriving at manhood, he engaged in 
mercantile business in his native State and bad 
attained to twenty-six years when, in 1843, he 
followed the tide of emigration to the farther 
West and settled in Kent County, Mich., where he 
devoted himself to agricultural pursuits. In 1849 
Judge Wylie removed to Muskegon and here lie- 
came interested in lumbering, but later again em- 
barked in mercantile business, in which he con- 
tinued for a few years. Politically a stalwart 
Republican, our subject soon became a leader in the 
local councils of the party and received at their 
hands the offices with which he was honored, and 
which he by his efficient discharge of duty hon- 
ored. Judge Wylie first received an important 
political promotion as County Treasurer, and for 
several years was in charge of thB monej'S of 
Muskegon County, which he handled with a clear 
judgment, financial ability and sterling integrity 
which gained him the good-will and respect of his 
fellow-citizens, lie was also County Clerk and in 
this capacity became widely known. Elected 
Judge of Probate, our subject for nearly a score of 
years aided in the administering of estates and 
ever sought conscientiously lo award all property 
so that it should subserve the ends of right and 
justice. 

On November 22, 1859, Edward Huntington 
Wylie and Miss Eliza Mounteney, a native of 
England, were united in marriage. The union 
was blessed by the birth of four children, three 
of whom are living, one daughter and two sons: 
Mary A., at home; Alfred Weld and Vernon 
Huntington. The Judge was a faithful attendant 
at the Congregational Church. Mrs. Wylie resides 
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in a pleasant home at No. 102 West Clay Avenue, 
Muskegon, and in the hour of her bereavement 
received from her many friends, tried and true, 
the sincerest sympathy. Eleven 3'ears have passed 
since our honored subject was suddenly called 
from his life work, but his memory is green in the 
hearts of all who knew him and bore him respect 
for his many virtues and genuine worth. 



V. 



r 




ETII D. ESTES, who is now living a retired 
life in Muskegon, Mich., claims Maine as 
the State of his nativify, his birth having 
occurred in Pownal, Cumberland County, 
on April 5, 1828. His father, Seth D. Estes, 
was also born in the Pine Tree State, and there 
spent his entire life. His wife, Mrs. Sarah Estes, 
was also a native of Maine. The ancestors of the 
family came from England, and located in this 
country prior to the Revolution. 

Our subject spent the days of his boyhood and 
youth in the county of his nativity and the com- 
mon schools afforded him his educational privi- 
leges. In March of 1868 he followed Horace 
Greeley's advice to young men and came 10 the 
West, locating in Muskegon, Mich., where he 
has since made his home on his present homestead. 
For a numl)er of years he was employed as an 
engineer and then embarked in the manufacture 
of boilers, which he continued for some time. 
Later he laid out and platted tlie Estes Addition 
to the city and now owns several good lots and 
residences in Muskegon. His proi)crty yields to 
him a good income. 

Ere leaving his native State, Mr. Estes was 
married. In 1848 he was joined in wedlock with 
Miss Artemesia Libby, a native of Maine, and 
a daughter of Abraham Libby. The union of this 
worthy couple has been blessed with a family of 
twelve children, nine boys and three girls, of whom 
six sons are now living, as follows: Alfred L., 
A. True, Simeon, Abram L., Charles F. and Seth 



Lincoln. Mr. and Mrs. Estes have also an adopted 
daughter, Cora J., whom they took when she was 
about two years old. She is now the wife of 
O. B. Taylor, of Muskegon. Our subject and his 
wife reside at their pleasant home at No. 10 Estes 
Street. The hospitable dwelling is ever open for 
the reception of their friends, who are many. 

Mr. Estes was one of the boys in blue during 
the late war. He had watched with interest the 
progress of events prior to the struggle and re- 
solved if secession was carried into effect he would 
strike a blow in defense of the Union. So in 
1861, prompted by patriotic impulses, he enlisted 
in Company I, Twenty-fifth Maine Infantry. The 
regiment was assigned to the army of the Potomac 
and was engaged in guarding railroads and in 
doing picket duty. In July, 1863, Mr. Estes was 
mustered out in Portland, Me. In politics he is a 
supporter of Republican principles, but has never 
sought or desired the honors or emoluments of 
public office, preferring to devote his time and 
attention to his business interests, in which he 
has met with success. His prosperity is all due to 
his enterprise and good business ability and is 
therefore well deserved. He is now in comfort- 
able circumstances and has enough to keep him 
through his remaining years without further labor. 





„ AMES H. WILLIAMS, resident manager 
and member of the firm of C. G. Alley h 
Co., large lumber dealers of White Lake, and 
also interested in various other financial 
enterprises, has for the past two years been Presi- 
dent of the Village Council of Whitehall, Muske- 
gon County, Mich. Mr. Williffms was bom in 
Utica, N. Y., February 19, 1848. His father, Orsa- 
mus Williams, was born in the same house in Utica 
in 1809, and was the son of Sebra Williams, a na- 
tive of Vermont. The great-grandfather was a 
Welshman by birth, but, emigrating to the United 
States in a very early day, settled in New England. 
Grandfather Sebra Williams, a shoemaker by trade, 
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removed when quite young to Utiea, and carried 
on shoeniakmg, but, owning a farm of eighty acres 
near the city, finally retired to iiis homestctid, 
where he died at the age of eighty years. The old 
farm tiien came into the possession of Orsamus, 
who lived on it until 1865, when he removed to 
Michigan, and located on a farm near Lawton, in 
Van Buren County. For fifteen or twenty years 
prior to this time, the father was a large and 
prosperous stock-drover, buying in the West and 
driving the cattle through to the Eastern markets. 
He was said to be one of the best judges of stock 
in the country, and made a fortune in the busi- 
ness, but afterwards lost heavily by a dishonest 
partner. While in New York State Orsamus 
Williams served faithfullv as Assessor, and was for 
many years Supervisor in Lawton, where he died 
in 1874. 

The mother of our subject, Abigail (Howlet) 
Williams, was born in Oswego, N. Y., in 1808. 
She was a most estimable woman, beloved by all 
who knevv her, and passed away mourned by many 
friends in 1891, at the home of a daughter in 
Lawton. The parents were blessed with a fanuly 
of four sons and four daughters, our subject being 
next to the youngest in order of birth. Adelia mar- 
ried James Nash, and lives on the Lawlon homo- 
stead. Nelson H., enlisting in the late Civil War, 
in the One Hundred and Forty-sevcuitli New York 
Infantry, was wounded at Oettysl)urg, taken pris- 
oner and thrown into Libby, where he spent three 
months. At the expiration of this time transferred 
to Anderson ville, he remained eight months in that 
prison, and, denied medical attendance, suffered 
constantly' from his wounds. Weighing one hun- 
dred and sixty pounds when captured, he was 
reduced to seventy-five pounds after his eleven 
months in the rebel prisons, and three years later 
died from the exposure and privations then en- 
dured. Sarah Williams, the second sister, died 
when twenty years of age. Elon H. also passed 
awa}' at twentj'. Henry S. graduated from Hills- 
dale College and went to South Dakota, where he 
is now a leading politician, and editor of the 
Aberdeen Daily Neirs. He was for some years in 
the Government Land Oflice in Aberdeen, and 
served ably as Treasurer of Brown County. Laura 



Williams marrred Seymour Winters, a farmer of 
Lawton, Mich. Edna A. became the wife of Scott 
Catsner, a successful agriculturist residing near 
Lawton. 

Our subject was about sixteen 3'ears old wben 
with his parents he emigrated to Michigan. Until 
nineteen he remained upon the home farm, assist- 
ing in the daily round of cares. He received his 
education mainly in Hillsdale College, and when 
twenty-one years of age came to Whitehall without 
capital save youth, energ}', and determination to 
make his upward way in life. Having worked his 
])assage as far as (jrrand Haven, and arriving in 
the latter city without a cent in his pocket, Mr. 
Williams walked the twenty- eight miles to While- 
hall, his lunch upon the way consisting of a few 
dry crackers. Ke.eiving immediate employment 
with Charles H. Cook, the lumberman, our subject 
began piling lumber on the docks, which he eon- 
tinned throughout the summer, in the winter 
cooking in one of the lumber camps. For three 
years he did anything his hancls could find to do, 
and worked both about the sawmills and in the 
camps. In 1875 Mr. Williams again entered the 
eni|)lov of Charles II. Cook as foreman of his 
mill, and remained in that capacity the succeeding 
nine yenrs. In 1881, our subject, taking a new 
de[)arture, engaged in the general insurance busi- 
ness, under the firm name of Johnston & Will- 
iams, and in 1892 succeeded to the business 
which he yet conducts, as well as engaging in his 
lumber business with C. G. Alley <fe Co., in which 
firm he has had an interest for some three years. 
In addition to his other enterprises Mr. Williams 
was for some time interested in a furniture and 
crockery store in Montague. 

In the fall of 1872, James H. Williams and Miss 
Minnie Moshier, of Lawton, were united in mar- 
riage. This estimable lady died in February, 1874, 
without issue. In 1878, our subject a second time 
man ied, entering the bonds of matriraonj with 
Miss Estella Reynolds, a teacher of Montague. 
She died in December, 1880, while on a visit to a 
brother m Paw Paw, and passing awa3' after an 
illness of three days left no children. December 
1, 1888, Mr. Williams married his present wife, 
Miss Belle Mc Hat tie, daughter of John McHattie, 
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a Scotchman by birth, and the proprietor of a 
flourmill at Cedar Springs. This union has been 
blessed by the birth of one child, a son, Russell H., 
now about nine months old, and the pride of the 
household. Financially prospered, our subject in 
addition to his other extensive business interests 
operates a large farm, and is likewise interested in 
the summer resort, Nahantl^ach. Politically, our 
subject has been a life-long Republican. Frater- 
nally*, he is a member of the Ancient Free <fe 
Accepted Masons, a Knight Templar and a Shriner. 
He is also a Knight of Pythias, and, widely known 
as a business man of ability and sterling integrit}-, 
commands the esteem of his fellow-citizens, with 
whom he is identified in every public enterprise of 
importance. 





^EERHARD BENNINK, the energetic and 
successful dealer in choice family groceries 
5^5) and fruits, has been a highly respected 
citizen of his present locality, Muskegon, Mich., 
since 1866, and since 1885 has prosperously con- 
ducted his present business, enjoying a trade sec- 
ond to none in the city. Aside from a com- 
plete assortment of fine groceries, Mr. Bennink 
profitably handles feed, and controls a large cus- 
tom in this department of his business. From his 
earliest residence in the Wolverine State our sub- 
ject has been intimately associated with the pro- 
gressive interests of Muskegon, and in 1889, elected 
Alderman from the Sixth Ward, discharged the 
duties of his office with fidelity to his constitu- 
ents and to the general satisfaction of the pulilic. 
Born in Prussia, Germany, February 9, 1839,Geer- 
bard Bennink was the son of John II. and Trudc 
A. (Crabbcn) Bennink, both natives of Germany, 
upright and industrious people, who, reared and 
educated in their native land, there made their 
home after marriage and trained to habits of 
thrift and industry the sons and daughters who 
blessed their union. The father, by occupation a 



farmer, year after year tilled the soil, and finally 
at an advanced age passed away among the famil- 
iar scenes of his youth. 

Our subject received a good common-school 
education in the excellent schools of his native 
land, and during his boyhood assisted his father 
in the work of the farm. At the age of eighteen 
years he was apprenticed to learn the trade of a 
carpenter. Five years later, in 1863, bidding adieu 
to the familiar S'jenes of vouth, Mr. Bennink em- 
barked for America, and after a safe voyage landed 
in New York and journeyed at once to the far- 
ther West, locating in Indianapolis, Ind., where 
he found ready occupali(m as a cnrpenter and 
builder. In 1866 our subject reinove<l to Mich- 
igan and, settling in Muskegon, here learned the 
business of a millwright and worked for several 
years in the large lumber-mills, continuing in the 
duties of a millwright until the spring of 1885. 
Mr. Bennink then opened a grocery and feed store, 
and by unremitting attention to the demands of 
a large and rapidly increasing trade has won his 
upward way to a comfortable competence, and, 
financially prospered, is num!)ered among the lead- 
ing business men of the city. Politically a He- 
publiean and an ardent advocate of the party, our 
subject was elected as a candidate on that ticket 
as Alderman of his ward, and has long taken a 
high plat^e in the local councils of his party. 

August 20, 1867, were united in marriage Geer- 
hard Bennink and Mists Catherine Berghuis, a 
daughter of Simeon Berghuis, a courageous sol- 
dier serving with fidelity under Napoleon. Mrs. 
Bennink was born in Holland, but her mother, 
Margaret (Pieret) Berghuis, was the daughter of 
Peter Pieret, a Frenchman. The estimable wife 
of our subject passed the days of girlhood in Hol- 
land and received her education in the schools of 
her native land. Emigrating to America in 1867, 
she landed in New Yoik, and then journeyed di- 
rectly to Muskegon, where she was at once married 
to Mr. Bennink by the Hev. Mr. Ilubolt. Six chil- 
dren, of whom but two survive, have brightened 
the home. John II. runs a feed store in Muske- 
gon, and Margaret clerks in her father's y:rocerv. 
Mr. and Mrs. Bennink are devout members of 
the Fourth Street Holland Church, and live at 
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No. 42 Mason Avenue, a desirable residence lo- 
cality. They are active in the religious work and 
benevolent enterprises of their denomination, and 
are highly esteemed by a large acquaintance. 
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SAHEL G. HOPKINS, M. D., a prominent 
physician and surgeon, residing at No. 171 
Pine Street, Muskegon, Mich., has been 
intimately associated with the growth 
and history of the State for more than a half- 
century, and is in fact one of the medical pioneers, 
well known and highly regarded. Our subject is 
a native of the Empire State and was born in 
Washington County September 3, 1819. His fa- 
ther, Martin Hopkins, a native of Rhode Island, 
passed away in New York, at the a^e of seventy- 
eight years. He was a brave soldier of the War 
of 1812, and by occupation was a farmer, prosper- 
ously tilling his fertile fields. The Ilopkintes came 
of a long line of distinguished English ancestry, 
whose descendants, locating in the United Slates, 
have with ability filled many important positions 
of trust. The mother, Mary (Pettis) Hopkins, 
died when Asahel G. was but six years of age. She 
was the daughter of Matthew Pettis, and a woman 
of efficiency and fine character. Dr. Hopkins was 
educated in his birthplace and completed his pre- 
paratory studies in Shelby Academy, Washington 
County, N. Y., and later read medicine with Dr. 
Savage and Dr. Freeman Hopkins. In 1840, emi- 
grating to Michigan, he settled in Otsego, Allegan 
County. After arriving in the Wolverine State, 
he read medicine with Dr. Carr, of Whitehall, and 
took a course of medical lectures in Detroit. In 
1846 he moved to Kalamazoo and followed con- 
tracting and building. 

Some time later, during 1873 and 1874, our sul>- 
ject took a second course of lectures in Detroit, at 
the Homeopathic College, and from 1876 to 1877 
studied in the Cincinnati Eclectic Medical Insti- 
tute. In 1861 Dr. Hopkins, in connection with 
C. C. Weeb, enlisted in the service of the Govern- 



ment and joined Company E, Thirteenth Michi- 
gan Infantry, organized by Col. Charles C. Stewart, 
and was assigned to the Army of the Potomac 
Our subject was commissioned Lieutenant of a 
company which he had recruited, and with the 
command actively participated in the battles of 
Vicksburg Landing and Shiloh, and was injured 
July 17, 1862, on the march between Moorville 
and Decatur. On that account he was assigned by 
Gen. Buell, in September, to the camp and barracks 
at Nashville, Tenn., and remained there until 
honorably discharged, May 16, 1863. At the close 
of the war returning to Kalamazoo, he then located 
in Decatur, but in 1866 made his home at White- 
hall, Muskegon County, where he engaged in 
merchandising and was elected Justice of the Peace, 
at the same time studying medicine under Dr. 
Carr. After graduating from the college in Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, the Doctor located in Decatur, Mich.^ 
where he remained in general practice until 188^, 
when he removed to Muskegon, conducting a gen- 
eral practice, and making a specialty of chronic 
diseases. In 1884 our subject erected the Invalids' 
Home at Muskegon and superintended the insti- 
tution with great success until 1891, when the 
building was destroyed by fire. May 16. 

Dr. Hopkins immediately rebuilt on the same 
site and established the well-known and prosperous 
Hopkins* Sanitarium, conducted on eclectic-elec- 
tro homeopathic principles. The building has 
a fine frontage of forty-four feet and is eight 
rods in depth, well lighted, and conveniently ar- 
ranged for the care of the sick and suffering. Our 
subject is a valued member of the State Medical 
Association and is likewise a member of the Am- 
ericJEin Association of Official Surgeons. Fmter- 
nally, he is connected with the Ancient Free <fe Ac- - 
cepted Masons, belonging both to the Sir Knightas 
and the Roval Arch Masons. He also affiliates witbrj 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and is ^ 
member of the Good Templars, and was associate!^ 
with the first Grand Ix>dge of the order. Politw^^ 
cally a stalwart Republican, he cast his firat Pres -J 
dential vote for Gen. William H. Harrison and al^^ 
voted for Benjamin Harrison. In February, 184 ^:^ 
were united in marriage Asahel G. Hopkins ai 
Miss Charity S. Brown, of Lyons, Wayne Coun 
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N. Y., and a daughter of Epliraim Brown, a native 
of Connecticut. August 8, 1890, the estimable 
wife of our subject passed away, mounied by many 
friends. She was the mother of five children, 
three of whom are living, two sons and one daugh- 
ter. 01 in is located in Muskegon; Asahel G., Jr., 
was the fifth-born; Frankie is the wife of Ben- 
jamin Bray, of Idaho. Dr. Hopkins has a store of 
interesting reminiscences of the early days when he 
settled in Kalamazoo, before there was a railroad 
in the county. Known throughout the State, our 
subject commands the confidence and best wishes 
of a host of friends, many of wiiom have recuper- 
ated from ill-health under his faithful care. No- 
vember 5, 1892, our subject was married to Miss 
Isabella Bough ton, a native of New York. 





ATRICK J. CONNELL. In a citv of the 
rapid growth and development of Muske- 
gon, the importance of the line of industry 
in which Mr. Connell is engaged cannot 
be overestimated. To the contractor and builder 
in effect, conjointly with the arciiitect, belongs 
the task of imparting to the city that appearance 
of solidity, wealth, refinement and comfort which 
at once stamps its citizens as progressive and en- 
terprising. In a work which has for its object a 
comprehensive review of the leading enterprises 
of Muskegon, Mich., it is highly important that 
special attention should be devoted to those great 
artisans whose skill and labor have been utilized 
in the construction of her buildings and public 
institutions; and foremost among the number is 
our subject, who has been closely identified with 
the rise and progress of the city. Mr. Connell is 
senior member of the firm of P. J. Connell <fe Son, 
contractors and builders of Muskegon, Mich. 

Patrick J. Connell was born in Ireland Septem- 
ber 25, 1840, to the union of James and Mary 
(Malone) Connell, natives also of the Green Isle 
of Erin. The father followed the trade of builder 
in his native country, but finally, growing restive, 



bade adieu to friends and scenes long loved and in 
1842 pitched the household tent in Canada. From 
there he moved to the city of New York, remain- 
ing there for some time, and then moved to Os- 
wego, N. Y., where his death occurred in Aug- 
ust, 1847. His wife survived him until March, 
1881, her death taking place in Ottawa County, 
Mich. She was the daughter of Thomas Malone. 
Thirteen children were born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Connell, six of whom are living at the present 
time, and all honored and esteemed citizens in 
the communities in which they make their homes. 

Patrick J. Connell, the youngest of the above- 
mentioned children, was left fatherless at a tender 
age and was soon thrown on his own resources. 
He came to Ottawa County, Mich., and all the 
schooling he obtained was before he was nine 
years old. Later, he spent some time in Grand 
Haven and went from there to Spring Lake, where 
he was employed in a sawmill, finally going to 
Detroit, where he engaged with Manly D. Rich- 
ardson, learning the mason's trade there. In 1860, 
he went South to New Orleans, but the Civil War 
breaking out, he returned North, and in 1861 en- 
listed in Company G, Fifth Michigan Infantry. 
After serving three months he was honorably dis- 
charged for disability and went to Chicago, where 
he was married to Miss Maria J. Looney, of that 
place. There they made their home until 1870, 
when they went to Grand Haven, Mich. In 1874, 
Mr. Connell removed to Muskegon, Mich., and is 
now one of the leading contractors and builders 
of this city. He is a popular and public-spirited 
citizen and is worthy the large measure of success 
achieved in this dilficult, yet so vitally essential, 
branch of skilled industry. He has made a prom- 
inent record in contract work, having erected the 
opera house, Occidental Building, Chase piano 
works, Alaska refrigerator works, Kelly Brothers' 
factory, the iron and steel works, city water works, 
the Sheriff's residence and jail and the new court 
house. 

John J. Connell, son of our subject, was born in 
Chicago in 1856, and learned the mason's tmde in 
boyhood. In April, 1891, he became a partner, 
making the above firm P. J. Connell <fe Son. They 
employ over fifty men, have $8,000 invested in 
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modern building appliances, and annually dis- 
burse about $20,000 in wages alone, which goes 
towards Muskegoit's upbuilding. Our subject, the 
senior member of the firm, and his son were the 
contractors and builders of the new court house 
at Muskegon, the same being erected in 1893. In 
connection with his building interests, Mr. Con- 
nell is engaged quite extensively in handling 
stone, brick and cement, and has a good ofllce, 
well fitted for his business. He is one of the most 
successful and prominent business men of the 
city. 

In politics, Mr. Council formerly advocated the 
principles of the Democratic part3'. lie is now a 
stanch Prohibitionist, and for the past eight years 
has been Treasurer of the Grand Lodge of Good 
Templars of the State. He was a delegate to tlie 
Right Wortliy Grand Lodge of Good Templars at 
Des Moines. At present he is Treasurer of the Era- 
ens Brick <fe Tile Company, Director of the Cap- 
ital and Chattanooga Building and Loan Associ- 
ations, President of the Curtis Automatic Kailroad 
Gate Company (the capital stock being !§?60,000), 
and a stockholder in the Iron and Steel Conipan}'. 
Mr. Council holds membership in the St. Mary*s 
Catholic Church and contributes liberallv to its 
support. He has an elegant residence and is the 
owner of much good property. 
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LE E. GORDON. Muskegon County num- 
bers among her honored citizens and indus- 
trious agriculturists many sons of Norway 
an"*! Sweden, and to them is due in no small de- 
gree the development of this region. For many 
yeara Mr. Gordon was identified with the history 
of Fruitland Township and was one of the oldest 
settlers of the count3\ He was born in the western 
part of Norway in 1829, and was one of sixteen 
children, whose parents were Andrew and Mary 
Oleson. He was reared to manhood on a farm and 
from early 3'outh earned his own living by work- 



ing for neighboring farmers. Though his father's 
family was large, the children were given good 
educations. 

Mr. Gordon was an ambitious young man aid 
determined to try his fortunes on tlie Weitm 
Continent. Accordingly in 1849 he badeadieato 
the friends of his youth and after bis arrival 
the United States at once proceeded to Michi| 
He located in Fruitland Township before ite 
ganization, and entered a portion of GoYemi 
land, which, with characteristic energy, he 
ceeded to clear. The foUowinfjf ten yean of Ul 
life were years of hard labor and unremitting tdi]|! 
as much of that time he was employed in logging 
camps. 

It was in 1859 that the first marriage of Mr. 
Gordon was celebrated, Miss Hanna Brady, of Oce- 
ana Count}', becoming his wife. After her death 
he wedded Miss Emily Halvorson, who was bom in 
Norway. Her parents, Hal vor and Emily Halvorson, 
likewise of Norway, emigrated to the United States 
at an early day, settling in Wisconsin. The father 
died soon after his arrival of that dread epidemic, 
cholera, after a sickness of only twenty-four hours. 
Some years later the mother came to live at the 
home of our subject, where she died after attain- 
ing the age of sixty-eight years. Mrs. Gordon, 
who was one of nine children, became the mother 
of two sons and two daughters. One died in in- 
fancy, while those living are Harrison E., IdaG. 
C. and Emalinda O. 

For a number of years Mr. Gordon held the 
ofllceof Supervisor and filled other local poetUons. 
He was the first Treasurer of Fruitland Township 
and was faithful to that trust for thirteen jean. 
He was a member of the county Grange, and with 
his wife was one of the workers in the Lnthem 
Church. His ballot was deposited for the Repub- 
lican nominees, and he was ever to be counted on 
to support just and upright measures. His well- 
improved farm, one hundred and twenty aeresof 
which he entered from the Govern nient^ he cleared 
himself, making man}' substantial improTemeiits 
upon it. In addition to this he owned tracts <rf 
land in many places, snd at the time of his death 
was possessed of considerable wealth. He was 
called from this life in 1889, leaving a host of 
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friends and neighbors who have missed him in the 
various walks of life. He was one of the earliest 
settlers of the county, and was well worthy of a 
representation in the history of its pioneers. 
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EORGE A. LATHAM. The gentleman 
-, whose name introduces this sketch is in- 
l! telligent and enterprising, and from boy- 
hood has been interested in agricultural pursuits. 
He has spent many years of his life in tilling and 
cultivating the soil, and is now in comfortable cir- 
cumstances. As one of the first settlers of Allen- 
dale Township, he has for yeare been closely asso- 
ciated with the progress of Ottawa County. Born 
in the State of New York, he is a son of John and 
Mary (Osborne) Latham, who were also natives of 
the Empire State. Grandfather Kellogg I^tham 
was a soldier in the War for Independence, and 
John Latham was an active participant in the War 
of 1812, being stationed in Connecticut. The ma- 
ternal grandfather, Israel Osborne, was also a Revo- 
lutionary soldier. He reared a large family, as 
did also Kellogg Latham. 

John Latham was a carpenter and joiner by 
trade, and when the subject of this sketch was 
about seven years of age he removed to Welling- 
ton, Ohio, and there he followed his trade until be- 
coming quite advanced in years, when he aban- 
doned carpentry to take up farming. He contin- 
ued thus engaged until his death, which occurred 
about 1851, his wife having died about 1835. 
They were the parents of three children; Julia, 
deceased; George A., who was born September 
5, 1829; and Clarissa, wife of S. E. Turner, of 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Mr. Latham had been mar- 
ried previous to his union with Miss Osborne, and 
by his fii-st wife had become the father of eight 
children, as follows: Warren; Nancy, wife of 
George Cone; Almira, who married a Mr. Nelson; 
Eliza, the wife of G. D. Graves; Mary A., Mrs. J. 
Batterson; Charles, Kellogg, and one that died 
young. 



George A. Latham was educated in the district 
schools of Ohio, and in his youth became familiar 
with farm life. At the age of twenty he left the 
shelter of the parental roof, and, coming to Michi- 
gan, remained here from November, 1849, until 
June, 1850, when he returned to Ohio. After re- 
maining in the Buckeye State for some time, he 
returned to Michigan, and for eight years thereaf- 
ter made his home in Grand Rapids. During that 
time he was emplo3'ed in a lumber-mill, and for a 
number of years afterward he was engaged as fore- 
man for Richard Roberts, who was the first settler 
of the county. In 1860 he purchased eighty acres 
of timber land and eighty acres of farming land, 
selling one-half of the latter tract to his father-in- 
law, Isaac Tuttle, and disposing of the remaining 
forty acres to G. P. Reed. The fii*st eighty-acre 
tract he improved, and the larger part of it he has 
sold. For seven years he was engaged in hand- 
ling lumber and timber in his township for Ferry 
<fe Son, of Grand Haven. 

Upon abandoning that occupation, Mr. Latham 
came to his farm, but shortly afterward went to 
Muskegon, and there worked for his former em- 
ployers from November, 1866, to May, 1869, re- 
ceiving for his services J|100 per month. In 1869 
he returned to his farm, where he remained about 
one year. He then commenced contracting with 
Dwight, Cutler & Savage, and for six years was 
in the employ of this firm. He then again re- 
turned to his farm, and for ten yeare was success- 
fully engaged in tilling the soil. At that time he 
sold sixty acres of his property and purchased 
forty acres of the land which he now owns, later 
increasing it by eighty acres, which he has since 
sold. He now owns a sixty-acre farm, which is im- 
proved with a fine residence, good barns and a 
magnificent orchard of many of the best varieties 
of apples, peaches, pears and plums, besides hav- 
ing an excellent vineyard and quantities of small 
fruit. Mr. Latham has served his township as Su- 
pervisor for three terms. Highway Commissioner 
for twelve years, and is now and for some years 
past has been Director of his school district. 

The first marriage of Mr. Latham united him 
with Miss Mary A. Tuttle, a native of Michigan, 
and a daughter of Isaac Tuttle, one of the pioneer 
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settlere of the county. To them five children were 
born: Jackson E., of Kendall County, 111.; Edgar, 
Kellogg, Benjamin, and Mary E., deceased. Mrs. 
Mary A. Latham died in the year 1872, and three 
years later our subject wedded Mrs. Susan M. 
Pixley, a daughter of Asa Brown. Her parents 
were natives of Canada and Massacliusetts, respec- 
tively. Mr. and Mrs. Latham lost their only 
daughter, who died at birth. They now have an 
adopted daughter, Deme B. Latliam. This worthy 
couple are members of the Congregational Church. 
Socially, he is a member of Ottawa Lodge No. 122, 
A. F. & A. M. In his political views he has always 
supported the men and measures of the Repub- 
lican party. 
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S^OBERT G. WALKER. No industry is of 
IIU^ such essential importance to every citizen 
as that of the plumber and gas-fitter. There 
is no securitv for the health and comfort 
of the population where the best rules that gov- 
ern sanitary plumbing have been overlooked, for 
dread and insidious diseases invariably follow anv 
violation of the principles of hygienic plumbing. 
Happily Muskegon numbers among her enterpris- 
ing tradesmen and meclianics some of the most 
reputable and experienced sanitary plumbers in the 
United States. Among the foremost of these is 
Robert G. Walker, whose past success and whose 
present reputation equally attest the superiority 
of his work. 

Mr. Walker opened his eyes to the scenes of 
this world on the 18th of July, 1850, in Ontario, 
Canada, and is tlie son of Robert and Jane 
(Mooney) Walker. The father followed the occu- 
pation of a farmer for many years and met with 
substantial results. His death occurred in 1868, 
and his wife followed him to the grave in 1891. 
They were honest, upright citizens and worthy of 
the respect and esteem in which they were held. 
Four children were born to their union, our sub- 
ject being the youngest in order of birth. The 



latter was reared on his father's farm, received a 
good practical education in the common schools, 
and later went to London, Canada, where he at- 
tended Jones <fe *Beirs Commercial College until 
1869, when he graduated. 

He remained in his native country until 1872, 
and then crossed the boundary line to the United 
States, settling in Monroe County, Mich. There 
he bought and sold stock and shipped with John 
Stead, of Detroit, Mich. In 1880 he came to Mus- 
kegon and was employed as book-keeper in the 
plumbing, steam and gas fitting business of John 
J. Howden. He remained with Mr. Howden for 
eleven years, and in 1890 embarked in the plumb- 
ing and gas-fitting business for himself. His suc- 
cess is an excellent example of the result of energy 
and perseverance, and should encourage all who 
are endeavoring to struggle through the difficul- 
ties that surround the starting of a new business. 
He carries a large stock of the finest gas fixtures 
and sanitary plumbing materials, which include 
every article in various styles that can be required 
in the comprehensive business. 

In the month of September, 1877, Mr. Walker 
was married to Miss Etta Trowbridge, a native of 
the Empire State, which she left to come to this 
State with her parents when but a girl. Thev 
have two children, Robert and Zula. Mr. Walker 
is a Knight Templar in the Masonic fraternity, 
and a member of Muskegon Lodge No. 92, 1. 0. 
O. F. In politics, he is a Republican. 
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JAMES MALCOLM. As a progressive and 
successful agriculturist of Tallmadge Town- 
ship, the subject of this sketch is known, 
either personally or by reputation, to all 
the citizens of Ottawa County. During the long 
period of his residence here he has become insep- 
arably connected with the progress of the commu- 
nity, and while advancing his individual interests 
has also aided in developing the resources of the 
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township and county. In connection with agri- 
culture he has also followed the trade of a carpen- 
ter, and through the intelligent prosecution of 
these two vocations he h^ accumulated a compe- 
tency. 

In Canada, August 23, 1826, our subject was 
born to the union of Daniel and Margaret (Cros- 
sett) Malcolm, the former a native of Scotland, 
while the latter was born in New York, being the 
daughter of Ja^mes and Margaret (Pescod) Cros- 
sett. The only child of his parents, our subject 
was given every advantage within their power to 
bestow upon him, and for some time he was a stu- 
dent in the common schools of Canada. He was 
employed on the home farm until he was twenty, 
when he commenced to learn the trade of a car- 
penter, and at tlie expiration of his apprenticeship 
followed that occupation in Canada for ten years. 
On coming to the States Mr. Malcolm sojourned 
for a time in Grand Rapids, Mich., where he 
worked at his trade for one year. Feeling dissat- 
isfied, however, with the location and prospects 
offered by that city, he came to Ottawa County, 
where the indications were so favorable that he 
decided to purchase property here. The land that 
he purchased in Tallmadge Township in 1861 was 
wholly unimproved, and it was only after the 
most arduous efforts on his part that the "wilder- 
ness was made to bloom and blossom as the rose." 
Finally the land was cleared, the soil placed under 
cultivation, suitable buildings erected, and orna- 
mental and fruit trees planted, and the farm now 
ranks among the best in the vicinity. 

At the age of twenty- three years Mr. Malcolm 
was united in marriage with Miss Elizabeth Par- 
melia, daughter of Ebenezer and Sarah (Vincent) 
Stephens, and to this marriage ten children were 
born, as follows: Sarah Ann; Alethea, who be- 
came the wife of John Yonker and resides in 
Grand Rapids; Rhoda; Minerva, the wife of Will- 
iam Schroder and a resident of Grand Rapids; 
George, who died August 24, 1893; James, Ebon, 
Thomas J., Rachel and John. The wife and 
mother died in 1888, mourned by all who knew 
her, but especially by the members of her family, 
to whom she had always been tenderly attached. 
In his political belief Mr. Malcolm always casts his 



ballot in support of Democratic principles and can- 
didates. He has been the incumbent of numerous 
official positions, including the office of Township 
Commissioner, which he has held for four terms. 
Mr. Malcolm's father was twice married; by his fii*8t 
marriage he had three sons and four daughters, 
all deceased except one son, Jeremiah, who resides 
in Kansas. 
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lEV. ALBERTUS C. VAN RAALTE, D. D. 
No name is more widely known and re- 
spected in Ottawa County than that of the 
father of the Dutch settlements. He has 
imprinted himself on its history, and a hundred 
years hence his name will stand out in still bolder 
relief than it does to-day; for as the fruition of his 
life becomes more apparent his fame will increase. 
Dr. Van Raalte was a man of commanding appear- 
ance, short of stature, with a wide and thoughtful 
brow; a man of deep convictions and fully pos- 
sessed of the courage of these convictions; a man 
of magnificent education and tireless indusUy, 
with a will of iron, and a singular magnetism; a 
man born and bred for the leadership of his fellows. 
He was born at Wanneperveen,in the Netherlands, 
October 17, 1811. His parents were Rev. Albert us 
Van Raalte and Christina Catherina Harking. 
Seventeen children were born of this union, of 
whom only four or five survive. 

After the completion of his classical studies. Dr. 
Van Raalte went to the University of Ley den, 
where he became an associate of a few congenial 
students, who had come under the influence of the 
men of the "Reveil," especially of the poet-his- 
torian, W. Bildoi dyk. The great struggle for the 
freedom of the church had just commenced when 
Van Raalte graduated, in 1835, from the university. 
He was one of the suspects, and the Provincial 
Eicclesiastical Board of South Holland refused to 
admit him to the ministry unless he would 
solemnly promise unequivocal submission to the 
rules of the church. He refused, and joined the 
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hated "Seceders,'* who had raised the banner of 
freedom. By them he was ordained to the minis- 
try, and with them he shared to the fullest extent 
the cruel persecutions which, to the lasting shame 
of Holland, raged against the new movement for 
several years. On that same occasion, in the midst 
of the brethren who met as a free synod at Amster- 
dam in the early summer of 1836, he married his 
estimable life companion, Christina Johanna De 
Moen, a daughter of Benjamin De Moen, a higlily 
respected burgher of Leyden, and Johanna Wil- 
helmina Menzel. Of this union several children 
were born, who are highly connected in this com- 
munity. 

Early in the '40s a strong migratory movement 
began to develop itself in the Netlierlands, where 
the situation, botii ecclesiastically and socially, 
had grown insufferable. Hundreds prepared to 
leave the Fatherland, and in 1846 Dr. Van Raalte, 
who had just passed through a critical illness, 
decided to become the leader of the movement, 
which had the Western States of North America 
for its objective point. He arrived witii a large 
company of pioneers, in a comparatively small 
sailing-vessel, '*The Southerner,'* at New York in 
October, 1846; and after a brief delay led his 
followers as far West as Detroit, where they passed 
the first part of the winter. Mr. Van Kaaltc, himself, 
pressed on, and in the severe winter cold of 184G- 
47 explored the greater part of the present 
Ottawa County, where he was liospiUibly received 
and aided by the Rev. S. Smith, a missionary of 
the Presbyterian Church among the Ottawas. The 
Indians, well acquainted with the secrets of the 
vast maiden forest, materially aided Mr. Van 
Raalte in his explorations, and he decided to se- 
' lect this spot for colonization. 

Returning to his followers, he reached these 
parts again with a devoted band of pioneers, 
marching single file along Indian trails, on the 9th 
of February, 1847. It is impossible to describe in 
this brief sketch the deadly struggle waged by the 
pioneers with the forest tangles and wild animals; 
"with inadequate food and insufficient shelter; with 
summer heat and winter cold; with the malarial 
efl3uvia of the swampy forests, and the resulting 
decimating diseases; with homesickness and des- 



pondency, with detractions and evil repoi 
all manner of discouragement. With God 
they persisted and prevailed. Dr. Van Raa 
the head and heart of the enterprise, and his 
in the early years of the history of the C< 
would have precipitated the whole de 
undertaking of the inexperienced and pi 
stricken settlers in hopeless ruin and confui 

The broad, well-tilled acres, the cozy 
nestling against the shoulders of the rollin 
the abundant evidence of afl3uence and 
cheer appealing to the eye in every direc 
the settlements in Ottawa Countv; the tl 
city of Holland, Phoenix-like risen in r 
beauty from the ashes of the destructive 
1871; the flourishing Hope College, foun< 
Mr. Van Raalte at Holland, and to-day t 
educational centre of Western Michigan; a 
bear the imprint of the man and the lead 
are the silent witnesses of his signal 
Truly this man built better than he kne 
succeeded in rearing for himself a mdu 
which will outwear the destructive onset o 
In 18 49, Mr. Van Raalte and his followers 
the Reformed (Dutch) Church in Ameri 
oldest I*resbvtcrian Church on this cor 
And in this ecclesiastical connection the 
ments now spread far and wide over our \ 
States have developed into a strong brt 
said church, numbering fifteen thousand coi 
cants, with one hundred and thirty churcl 
some ninety pastors. 

As a leader Mr. Van Raalte had the gift < 
derful versatility and ingenuity; as a prea 
excelled in rhetorical power and a clear, an 
insight into God's Word and the hidden 
men's hearts. He was a man of power an( 
made his hearers tremble before the maj 
God. The University of New York and Ii 
College at New Brunswick, N. J., simulta 
bestowed upon him the title of Doctor of 
ity. When the War of the Rebellion broke 
voice rang out clear and strong in defense 
Union, and willingly he gave his own sons 
defense and establishment of human righ 
the life of the Union. His wife passed a wa 
years of suffering under a frail constitut 
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the 30th of June, 1871. This blow, quickly fol- 
lowed by the ruinous fire of Holland in October 
of the same 3'ear, destroyed the remaining strength 
of the man, and he fell into a slow decay, under 
which he succumbed, after several apparent rallies, 
on the 7th of November, 1876, in the midst of the 
bitterly contested general election of that year. 

The strongest proof of his hold on his people 
is, perhaps, the fact that the announcement of his 
death at this critical political juncture paralyzed 
the rancorous party spirit of .election day, and 
made common mourners of bitter political antag- 
onists. The funeral was the largest ever held in 
Ottawa County, and in his death one passed away 
who is justly called **a man mighty in words and 
deeds.'' He was one of the pioneei-s of the State 
a citizen of whom Michigan may justly boast, a 
man of God and a man of men, one of Heaven's 
true noblemen. ^'' Requiescat in pace.'* 
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LIFFORD S. GAMBLE, the popular and 
efficient County Surve^'or and City Engi- 
neer of Muskegon, Mich., has for a number 
of years been intimately associated with the pub- 
lic interests of the Wolverine State, but is a native 
of Washington County, Pa., where he was born 
May 22, 1852. Our subject is the son of Aaron 
and Mary (Shortle) Gamble, both of whom were 
natives of Pennsylvania. The father, a man of 
learning and culture, was long a prominent ph}'- 
sician of the Quaker State, and for many years en- 
joyed an extended practice in Pittsburgh, Pa., 
and also in Washington County, where he had a 
host of friends, by whom he was highly regarded 
as a man, citizen and physician. Twice married, 
lie survived to many years of usefulness, and 
parsed away mourned as a public loss in Washing- 
ton County, Pa. Clifford S. Gamble was the 
youngest son of the first marriage, and spent the 
days of boyhood in Washington Count}'. There he 
attended school and later entered Hoggs Summit 
Normal School, in Somei-set, Washington County, 



and obtained a thorough knowledge of civil en- 
gineering. With honor completing a course of 
study, our subject was now prepared to enter with 
confidence upon his career in life as a business 
man. Determined to try his fortunes in the 
broader fields of the West, he bade adieu to his 
early home and the scenes of childhood and jour- 
neyed to Michigan. 

First employed by a railway company, Mr. Gam- 
ble became one of an engineering crew working 
for the Chicago & West Michigan Railroad and was 
soon enabled to render valuable service to the 
corporation. Young, energetic and ambitious, our 
subject allowed no opportunity for advancement 
to escape him, and won his way steadily upward 
in the esteem of all who came in contact with him. 
In 1881, locating in Muskegon, Mr. Gamble met 
with encouraging success, and after a time became 
the Assistant City Engineer, a position of respon- 
sibilit}', which he occupied ably for many years. 
While transacting the business of his office he 
made many friends by his courtesy and efficiency 
and gave universal satisfaction to the general 
public. Some time afterward he became associated 
with the Muskegon Improvement Company and 
did the greater part of the surveying and platting 
of Muskegon Heights, one of the handsomest sub- 
urbs of this flourishing city. In 1892 our subject 
was elected on the Republican ticket County Sur- 
veyor, his term of office being two years. In 1893 
he was appointed City Engineer of Muskegon, 
and in his dual work of Surveyor and Engineer 
leaves no duty undone, but, faithful to each trust 
reposed in him, is constantly winning golden 
opinions from his fellow-citizens and the commu- 
nity at large. 

Since accepting the position of City Engineer 
of Muskegon, our subject has rendered invaluable 
service in his department and made many sugges- 
tions which cannot fail, if acted upon, to redound 
to the great benefit of Muskegon and her rapidly 
increasing population. In the year 1890 were 
united in marriage Clifford S. Gamble and Miss 
Dora Harrison, an accomplished young lady of 
Muskegon, and the daughter of William H. Harri- 
son, a leading citizen. Mr. and Mrs. Gamble are 
the parents of a daughter, Maud. Politically a 
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stalwart Republican, cmr subject is intelligently 
interested in the questions of the. day and occupies 
a high place in the local councils of his party. In 
their attractive residence, No. 237 Sixth Street, 
Mr. and Mrs. Gamble welcome numerous friends 
and, social favorites, take an active part in the 
good work and benevolent enterpriser of their 
home city. 



♦♦■ 



^^rg)«@l^^^ 




OHN DELANEY. Many of Michigan's 
most enterprising citizens have emigrated 
to the United States from tlie Green Isle 
of Erin, bringing with them habits of in- 
dustr}', perseverance and economy. In the various 
occupations and professions they have gained a 
competency, or perchance wealth, while at the 
same time they have established for themselves iin 
enviable reputation as citizens. Ottawa County 
contains a large number of farmers whose ancestry 
extends back through a long line of Irish fore- 
fathers, and in this class we present the name of 
John Delaney, an agriculturist residing in Tall- 
madge Township. 

Born on the P^merald Isle in 1831, our subject 
is the son of Daniel and Hannah (C'udhy) Delaney, 
being their eldest child. At the age of eight years 
he accompanied his parents to America and settled 
with them in Dutchess County, N. Y., where the 
elder Mr. Delaney followed the occupation of a 
o^ardener. There John grew to manhood, receiving 
a common-school education and afterward learning 
the trade of a blacksmitii. In 1851, the family 
came to Michigan, and our subject stojjped at 
Grand lipids, where he learned the trade of a 
machinist. After spending three years in Grand 
Rapids, he proceeded to Chicago, where he spent 
the three following years. 

From Chicago Mr. Delaney went to the *'Sunny 
South,*' and secured employment in the city of 
New Orleans. So well was he pleased with this 
part of our country, and so profitable did his 
work prove, that he remained eleven years in New 



Orleans before returning to the North, in the latter 
part of 1871. After a visit of one month in 
Michigan, he once again proceeded Southward, 
and continued to live in New Orleans until tbe 
year 1884. His brother dying in Michigan about 
that time, he returned here in order to serve as 
administrator of the estate, and bas ever since 
lived on the farm where he now resides. He 
engages in the cultivation of three hundred acres, 
raising wheat, ha}' and corn, and marketing his 
products at Grand Rapids. 

In Fcbruar}', 1864, Mr. Delaney was united in 
marriage with Miss Alicia Madeline Prophet, who 
was of English descent. After having become tbe 
mother of two children, this estimable lady passed 
from earth in Octol)er, 1868. Mr. Delaney and 
his daughter, Hannah Barbara, reside at the old 
home, surrounded by all the comforts that en- 
hance the pleasure of living. They belong to tlie 
Roman Catholic Church, and are firm in their 
allegiance to the doctrines of that religious organi- 
zation. In politics, Mr. Delaney is conservative, 
and usually casts his ballot for the candidate 
whom he deems best qualified for the office in 
(luestion, irrespective of political beliefs. 





UHNEIT FULKERSON, a progressive farm- 
er of Muskegon County, and the owner 
; and occupant of a valuable farm consist- 
ing of one hundred and sixty acres in Cas- 
enovia Township, was born in the village of Mos- 
cow, Hillsdale County, Mich., December 3, 1836. 
He is of German descent and represents a family 
whose members early emigrated to the United 
States, settling in New Jersey. In that State the 
paternal grandfather of our subject was born, and 
thence he removed to Tompkins County, N. Y., 
becoming a pioneer of the town of Dry den, where 
he died in 1833. He and his wife, whose maiden 
name was Sally Cook, were the parents of five 
sons and four daughters who grew to matarity: 
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peria, Midi., where he resided for three years. At 
the present time he resides upon a farm in Ne- 
waygo County. He and his estimable wife are both 
Christians, she being a member of the German 
Baptist denomination, while he belongs to the 
Church of Christ. They are the parents of five 
children: Eliza, Daniel, Joseph, Mary and Sarah. 
The paternal grandfather of Mrs. Fulkerson was 
Joseph Myers, who passed his entire life in Mary- 
land, his father having emigrated thither from 
Germany. Our subject and his wife are the par- 
ents of two children, Lottie E. and Henry B. 





OLON DAGGETT, one of the oldest set- 
tlers of Ottawa County, Mich., and an 
honored resident of Chester Township, 
owning an interest in the old Da<rgett 
homestead, a finely cultivated farm, improved witli 
a large and handsome residence and substantial 
and commodious barns, occupies one of the valued 
landmarks of past experience and present pros- 
perity. Our subject, born in A'ermont, wa.s the 
son of Lorenzo and Sophia (Rolfe) Daggett, the 
descendants of highly respected New England 
ancestry, prominent in the early history of our 
country. The maternal and paternal grandfathers 
both fought bravely in the War for Independence, 
and the Rolfes trace back their lineage to the 
John Rolfe who married Pocahontas, the daugh- 
ter of the great Indian chief, Powhatan. Lorenzo 
Daggett was a cooper by trade, and, educated amid 
the Green Mountains of his native State, had 
arrived at middle age before he decided to follow 
the tide of emigration to the West. In 1838, 
with his family, he journeyed to Michigan, and, lo- 
cating in Ingham County, engaged in farming in 
a sparsely settled district, of which Jackson was 
the nearest trading-point. There were no public 
roads leading from the farm to Jackson, and the 
woods held many wild animals, bears, wolves and 
other game being abundant. At the expiration 
of eleven yeai-s the Daggetts moved to the home- 
stead where our subject now resides. 



At that time the nearest neighbor, William 
Rogei-s, was two miles distant, and for some years the 
families did their milling at Grand Rapids. The fa- 
ther continued to make his home upon this farm un- 
til his death, in August, 1856, when he passed away 
mourned as a pioneer citizen, a true Christian and 
sincere friend. He and his estimable wife were 
the parents of nine children, eight of whom lived 
to yeare of maturit3\ T^® eldest was Jane S.; 
P^mily, deceased, was the wife of William Hiler; 
Solon was the third in order of birth; Orange re- 
sides in Ravenna; George lives in California; Henry 
is likewise a citizen of California; Pluma E. is the 
wife of O. F. Fox, of Ravenna; and M. L. is a 
citizen of California. The mother, after a long 
life of usefulness, entered into rest in 1858. The 
parents were devout membei-s of the Wesleyan 
Methodist Church, in which the father had filled 
various offices. He was i>olitically in early life a 
Democrat, but later became a strong Republican, 
and was intelligently posted in both local and 
national affairs. Solon Daggett received a thor- 
ough English education in the excellent schools of 
Grand Haven and (hand Rapids. At the death 
of his father, he was obliged to return home and 
take charge of the business and the property, 
there being quite a large estate. 

Our subject, then but twent3'-two years of a<^, 
managed the various interests, and continued to 
handle the same unreservedly until the death of 
his mother in 1858. Some years later, in 1864, 
Solon Daggett and Miss Mary E. Williams were 
united in marriage. Mrs. Daggett is a native of 
Erie County, N. Y., and was the daughter of 
Oliver and Mehitable (Austin) Williams, the 
father being a native of Connecticut, while Mrs. 
Williams was one of the first children born in 
Hamburgh, N. Y. The Austins were among 
the early settlers of Vermont, and various mem- 
bers of the family served with distinction in the 
War for Independence; othei-s have been favor- 
ably and widely known in later da^'s throughout 
the East and West. Mr. and Mrs. Williams, emi- 
grating from the East, located in Michigan in 
1856, and settled in Ottawa County, now a 
portion of Muskegon County. Mr. Williams was 
a farmer, and, surviving until 1868, industriously 
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tal, his hope, courage, enthusiasm and tireless in- 
dustry have wrought results of which our honored 
subject may well be proud. A handsome and com- 
modious residence, two large barns and numerous 
outhouses attest the thrift and plenty of the Por- 
ter farm. The second year after coming to tliis 
locality Mr. Porter had the misfortune to lose his 
team and was then obliged to go in debt for an- 
other. He used oxen at that time, and it was 
five or six years later before he owned his first 
horse. 

In 1855 were united in marriage George F. 
Porter and Miss Delilah E. Champlin, a native of 
Delaware County, N.Y., and the adopted daughter 
of Jeffrey C. Champlin, a highly esteemed resident 
of the Empire State. Our subject and his accom- 
plished wife became the parents of nine bright and 
intelligent children, of whom but four lived to 
years of maturity. Eugene A. is a resident of Ches- 
ter Township; Mary E. is the wife of Robert Lange; 
Ferdinand is a citizen of Kent Count}' ; Charles G. 
is attending school. Mrs. Porter, a lady of high 
worth and ability, passed away deeply mourned on 
the 2d of November, 1882. She was a member of 
the Free-will Baptist Church and a leader in relig- 
ious work. Upon the 2d of February, 1881, our 
subject married Miss Mary A. Bat^on, a native of 
this State and a daughter of Aaron Bat^on, an 
early and highly respected settler of Chester 
Township, who resides upon the place where he 
located in 1850. Mr. and Mrs. Porter have two 
interesting children, Mila H. and Gay lord F. Mrs. 
Porter is a prominent member of the Free-will 
Baptist Church and occupies a leading social posi- 
tion. Our subject is also connected by member- 
ship with the same denomination and is a liberal 
giver in behalf of religious extension and church 
work. 

Politically a Democrat, Mr. Porter has served 
with ability upon the township and county com- 
mittees and conventions of the party. In 1863 
he was elected Township Treasurer for one term. 
In 1867 he was chosen Supervisor, and for seven- 
teen years in all, with intermissions, faithfully dis- 
charged the onerous duties of the positKjoi. For 
one term he occupied the office of Justice of the 
Peace. As State Senator, elected- in 1891, he is 



a member of the Committee on Finance and High- 
ways of the State and has also served upon other 
im}>ortant committees, where he has distinguished 
himself by fidelity to his constituents and devo- 
tion to public interests. A self-made roan, having 
through his individual efforts won his way up- 
ward, he has made a record in his private life and 
public service of which his family and descend- 
ants may well be proud. 
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EONARD EYKE, Secretary of the Maxwell 
Lumber Company at Muskegon, was bom 
in the Netherlands, September 12, 1843, 
being a son of John and Josey (Devries) Eyke, 
who passed their entire lives in Holland. Leon- 
ard s])ent the years of his boyhood upon his 
father's farm, and for a time was a student in the 
schools of Zeeland, where he acquired a practical 
knowledge of the Dutch language. Upon attain- 
ing the age of nineteen yeai-s, he determined to 
emigrate to the United States, and accordingly 
took passage upon a vessel bound for America. 
Soon after landing at New York City, be came 
West to Michigan and settled in Muskegon. 

Here Mr. Eyke secured employment in a saw- 
mill, and for three years was in the employ of the 
firm of Ilackley k Son, later working for different 
parties. In 1879 he formed a partnership with 
J. li. Murraj', under the firm title of Eyke k Mur- 
ray, and for a number of years engaged in the in- 
spection of pine lumber. In 1882, be became 
agent for John Murray k Co., establishing his 
office at Grand Rapids and remaining thus en- 
gaged for eleven j'ears. Afterward he became 
interested in the firm of Murray, Wilson k Co., 
manufacturers of lumber. 

On the 12th of May, 1888, the Maxwell Lum- 
ber Company was incorporated with a capital of 
$50,000 and the following ofl[lcers: P. W. Max- 
well, President; J. L. Murray, Vice-President; 
Matthew Wilson, Treasurer; and Leonard Eyke, 
Secretary. The office of the company is located at 
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No. 542 West Western Avenue. They deal in pine, 
hemlock, nnd other lumber at wholesale, handling 
about twenty-five million feet annually. Some 
thirty acres of land are required for storage, as the 
average amount held in stock reaches eight to ten 
million feet. About one thousand feet of dock 
front furnish vessel privileges, and convenient 
side tracks give access by rail. The gentlemen 
forming this company are energetic and reliable 
business men, thoroughly conversant with all the 
practical details of this trade. In addition to the 
sale of lumber, they engage extensively in the 
manufacture of lath and shingles. 

In 1869 Mr. Eyke married Miss LenaCowen, of 
Muskegon, Mich., and they became tlie parents of 
two sons, Jolin and Samuel. After the death of 
Mrs. Lena Eyke, our subject was married, in 1881, 
to Miss Mary Hockaday, a native of England, and 
at the time of her marriage a resident of Chicago. 
One son, William Leonard, has blessed this union. 
In his social relations, Mr. Eyke is identified with 
Muskegon Lodge No. 133. A. O. U. W. In pol- 
itics an ardent Democrat, he has always been prom- 
inent in public affairs and has served in numerous 
official positions, including tlie oflBce of City Treas- 
urer, which he filled for one term. He and his 
wife have a pleasant home at No. 268 West West- 
ern Avenue, in which they cordially welcome 
their hosts of warm personal friends. 
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ilNRY D. WEATHERWAX, formerly the 
Sheriff of Ottawa County, and now a 
prosperous agriculturist of Georgetown 
Township, was born in Peru, Clinton 
County, N. Y., April 19, 1833, and traces his 
lineage to Germany. His father, Jacob M., was 
also a native of the village of Peru, and followed 
farming pursuits in New York State and Michigan 
until his death. He married Miss Ann is Ketch um, 
who was born in New York, of Scotch parentjige. 
They were the parents of seven sons and three 
daughters, Henry D. being the fourth-born. 



When an infant six weeks old our subject was 
taken by his parents to Orleans County, N. Y., 
where he remained until he was four years of age. 
Thence he accompanied his parents to Michigan 
and settled in Adrian, where he attended school; 
he was also a student in the Hillsdale College. 
Early in life he learned the trade of a carpenter, 
which he followed in connection with farming. 
In 1859 he went to California, where he remained 
for two years, engaged in mill-building. At the 
time when the war excitement had reached its 
highest pitch he returned to Michigan. His 
brothers enlisted in the service and left him to 
superintend the management of their extensive 
lumber interests. He himself did not enlist, al- 
though for a time he was engaged as provost-guard. 

After the close of the war, Mr. Weatherwax 
continued his farming business in Georgetown 
Township, and also dealt extensively in land, 
buying and selling property in this and adjoining 
counties. In the mean time he held responsible 
trusts, such as Township Supervisor, etc. In 1869 
he was elected to the position of Sheriff of his 
county, and removed to Grand Haven, the county 
seat. He served the people in this capacity for 
two terms of two years each, which is the statutory 
length of ofiQce for one man. At the expiration 
of his term of ofiQce he returned to his farm, 
where he has since resided, engaged in raising 
grain and stock. 

In 1863 Mr. Weatherwax married Miss Adeline 
v., daughter of George and Rachel F. (Boyd) 
Taylor, natives respectively of New Hampshire 
and Massachusetts. Mrs. Weatherwax was bom 
in Maine, and came to Michigan when five years 
old, receiving her education in Hillsdale, this 
State. For five years she was a teacher in various 
parts of this State, and has been a prominent 
factor in the educational affairs of this county. 
She served for two years on the Town Board, and 
eight years on the County Board, a part of that 
time being its Secretary, and also serving as its 
Chairman. She enjoys the distinction of being 
the firat lady to hold these positions in the county. 
In her religious convictions, she is a member of the 
Episcopal Church. She has been the mother of two 
children: Helen, who died in infancy; and Harry, 
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who resides with his parents. Mrs. Weather wax 
was appointed by the Congressman of her district 
Delegate to the Woman's Congress" that convened 
in Chicago during the World's Fair, in 1893. 

Socially, the subject of this notice is identified 
with Crescent Lodge No. 322, at Grandville, and 
has held a number of offices in the lodge, being 
one of its prominent members. He is a Repub- 
lican in politics, and has frequently been elected 
upon the ticket of his party to serve in positions 
of prominence. In addition to serving as Sheriff 
for four years, he has been Supervisor for six years, 
and Justice of the Peace for eight years. 





ORTER P. MISNER, Secretary of the Lake- 
side Manufacturing Company, Muskegon, 
is a sound and responsible business man, 
and has materially aided in the develop- 
ment of Muskegon's flourishing industries. lie is 
a native of this State, born in Kent County Au- 
gust 4, 1841, and the son of Christopher Misner 
and grandson of John Misner. Christopher Misner 
was born in Canada July 9, 1806, and there grew 
to mature years. In 1837 he came to Kent County, 
Mich., and became one of the successful farmers 
of that county, and there his death occurred in 
1892. He had married Miss Sarah Perrin, a native 
of Canada, and the daughter of Thomas Perrin. 
She died in the year 1883, when in her sixty- 
eighth year. Both were most worthy and es- 
teemed citizens of the community in which they 
lived and had many warm friends. 

Porter P. Misner, the sixth in order of birth of 
eight children born to the above-mentioned couple, 
was reared on his father's farm in Kent County, 
and as soon as his physical strength was sufficient 
to enable him to wield the implements of hus- 
bandry, ke began contributing to his own support. 
His scholastic training was received in the district 
schools and he continued to attend the same, prin- 
cipally in the winter time, until twenty-one years 



of age, thus receiving a good, practical educatioD. 
After leaving the schoolroom he began clerking 
in the hotel at Casenovia and was thus engaged 
for two years. In 1869 he came to Muskegon and 
became a member of the firm of Montague <& Ham- 
ilton. 

In the year 1873 he engaged in lumber enter- 
prises of all kinds, in different mills, and assisted 
in organizing the Lakeside Manufacturing Com- 
pany in 1891. He was made Secretary of the same 
and has filled that position in a satisfactory and 
efficient manner up to the present time. He is 
also Director of the Muskegon Electric Street Rail- 
way, and is emphatically a business man. The 
leading points of his character are energy, quick 
conception and integrity. In his choice of a 
companion he selected Miss Sarah Dow, a native of 
Canada, but a resident of Muskegon County, 
Mich., at the time of their marriage. She was the 
daughter of Lorenzo Dow, also of Canada. Mr 
and Mrs. Misner's union was celebrated on the 12th 
of June, 1864, and one son, Fred, was the result 
of this marriage. He is now a prominent young 
business man of Muskegon, and is a member of 
the firm of Shaw & Misner, of that place. 

In his political views Mr. Misner is a Democrat 
and has held a number of political positions. He 
was Treasurer of the village of Lakeside for three 
years and represented the Eighth Ward in the City 
Council, besides holding numerous other positions. 
Socially, he is a Mason and a Kniglit Templar in 
that organization. He has a pleasant and com- 
fortable home at No. 60 Harrison Street. 
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'fL_ OMER H.HAYES. The soil of Michigan 
"^ ^ is in many places peculiarly adapted to 
the raising of small fruits, and many of 
(^^ the most successful citizens now residing in 
the State have secured prosperity through the me- 
dium of this occupation. Fruit-growing is one of 
the prominent industries of Ottawa County, and 
among those who pursue this vocation may 
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be mentioned Mr. Hayes, who owns eighty acres in 
Tallmadge Township. He is an extensive fruit 
farmer, his specialties being grapes, peaches and 
pears. He has ten acres planted with Niagara 
grapes, in the raising of which he has been es- 
pecially successful. 

The family of which our subject is a member is 
of German. Scotch descent, and has been rep- 
resented in America for several generations. The 
parents of our subject, Ira and Roxie (Kawkins) 
Hayes, were natives of Vermont, the former hav- 
ing been born in 1801. They had a family of 
thirteen children, the third of whom. Homer H., 
was born in Chenango County, N. Y., February 
25, 1834. At the age of three years he was taken 
by his parents to Canada, where he remained until 
he was eighteen, meantime spending his winters 
in the schoolroom and his summers in farm work. 

In 1852 Mr. Hayes came to Michigan and 
settled in Lamont, Ottawa County, where for four 
years he worked as a day laborer. Carefully 
saving his earnings, he was enabled at the expira- 
tion of that time to purchase a tract of eighty 
acres and embark in agricultural pursuits. He was 
unfortunate, however, for during the same year in 
which he bought his farm he was struck by light- 
ning and injured to such an extent that he was 
unable to perform any manual labor for some 
time thereafter. Indeed, he has never entirely 
regained his health and the shock still affects his 
nerves. 

After recovering sufficiently, Mr. Hayes at- 
tempted to join the Union army, but the physicians 
pronounced him unable to do active service and 
he was rejected. However, he procured permission 
to serve in the Quartermaster's Department and 
filled that position for eighteen days, when he was 
taken ill and forced to resign. Upon returning 
home, he and his wife secured positions as attend- 
ants in the Kalamazoo Asylum for the Insane, 
where they remained for six years. They then 
removed to Muskegon, where Mr. Hayes worked 
at the trade of a carpenter and joiner for two 
years, and afterward conducted a boarding-house 
for three years. Upon coming to Tallmadge 
Township in 1870, he purchased the place where 
he has since resided. 



In 1858 Mr. Hayes married Miss Alena Small- 
man, and one child, Harley H., has been born to 
bless the union. He is a young man of ability, 
and makes his home with his parents. Politically, 
our subject is a Republican, and always advocates 
party candidates and principles. Socially, he be- 
longs to Muskegon Lodge No. 140, A. F. <fe A. M., 
in which he is prominent. He is not identi- 
fied with any religious organization, but con- 
tributes to the support of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church, of which Mrs. Hayes is an active 
member. 
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HARLES II. HILLS, the able Vice-President 
of the Iron and Steel Company, Muskegon, 
-Mich., has during his entire life been 
closely identified with the history of his pres- 
ent home city, where he was born December 
24, 1863. His parents, Charles T. and Jane Hills, 
early locating in the thriving young city of Mus- 
kegon, were soon numbered among the influential 
and leading residents, and while the father at- 
tained to business prominence the mother was 
widely known for her social qualities and aceom- 
plishments. The father, a native of Bennington, 
Vt., and born November 14, 1821, removed to 
Grand Rapids, Mich., in 1838, being then a bright, 
ambitious and energetic youth of seventeen years. 

Our subject, Charles H. Hills, received his pre- 
paratory education in the schools of Muskegon, 
and later entered the State University at Ann 
Arbor, where he pursued his studies for three years, 
and then, returning to Muskegon, became connect- 
ed, in the responsible capacity of assistant book- 
keeper, with the firm of Ryerson, Hills <fe Co. He 
was in the employ of the firm for several years and 
afterward assumed the duties of book-keeper of 
the lumber firm. 

July 10, 1889, were united in marriage Charles 
H. Hills and Miss Laura McLeod, of Muskegon, 
and daughter of James McLeod. Our subject and 
his cultured wife are the happy parents of a 
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charmiDg little daughter, Julia T. Mr. and Mrs. 
Hills, who occupy a social position of prominence, 
reside in a beautiful home located on the corner of 
Larch and San ford Streets and there entertain in 
royal style their numerous friends and acquaint- 
ances. 







ILLIAM D. KELLY, Secretary of the Mus- 
kegon Chamber of Commerce, and one of 
the representative and public-spirited citi- 
zens, has the honor of being a native of Michigan, 
his birth having occurred in Ferry sburg, Ottawa 
County, November 26, 1865. His father was a 
native of New York, but his mother was born on 
the Emerald Isle. In the family of seven children 
he was the fourth in order of birth. His bovhood 
was passed in his native city, where he acquired a 
good education, being graduated from the High 
School. He afterward served as book-keeper at 
that place for nine months, and then came to 
Muskegon to accept a similar position with Dennis 
Smith & Co., one of the principal dry-goods and 
house-furnishing firms of Muskegon, in whose em- 
ploy he remained for two years. 

On the expiration of that period, Mr. Kelly be- 
came reporter for the Muskegon Netcs^ and subse- 
quently became a member of the Simmons <fe 
Kinnc Manufacturing Company, who did a plan- 
mg-mill and lumber business. For four years Mr. 
Kelly devoted his energies to that enterprise, and 
then embarked in the wholesale lumber business, 
under the firm name of W. D. Kelly & Co. In 
1889 he established himself in the real-estate busi- 
ness, handling city property and farming lands, 
also pine and timber lands. In the fall of 1892, 
in connection with others, he organized the Mus- 
kegon Chamber of Commerce, with Newcomb 
McGraft President, Thomas Hume Vice-President, 
William I). Kelly Secretary, and Andrew Wie- 
rengo Treasurer. It is a strong organization, made 
up of the business men of the city, and for the 
benefit of the fast-growing city of Muskegon. 
Mr. Kelly was married on the 28th of August, 



1888, to Miss Zipha Wheeler, of Muskegon, daugh- 
ter of James E. Wheeler. In politics he is a stanch 
Republican, and was one of the prime movers iu 
the organization of the Republican Club of this 
city, of which he was made Secretary. He served 
as Chairman of the Republican City Committee in 
1892, and in 1890 was the Republican candidate 
for the Legislature. Receiving the nomination, he 
ran against a strong Democratic opponent, and al- 
though the district is Democratic, he was defeated 
only by a small majority. He often takes part in 
campaign work and is a good speaker. Socially, he 
is a member of the Maccabees. Besides his interest 
in Muskegon property, he is connected with his 
brother in the ownei-ship of the Colfax Hotel, in 
Colfax, Iowa. He is a man of excellent business 
and executive ability, sagacious and far-sighted, 
and his good management has made him eminently 
successful. The prosperity and gi'owth of Muske- 
gon owes not a little to his untiring efforts, and 
its welfare has been greatly advanced through his 
labors. 
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sjEORGE HOFFMAN, the able and enter- 
prising senior partner of the prosperous and 
well-known firm of Hoffman Bros., dealers 
in flour, feed, hay and grain, at No. 122 Pine 
Street, Muskegon, Mich., has for nearly a quarter 
of a century been a resident of his present local- 
ity, and throughout the changing years has been 
identified with the growth and upward progress 
of his home city. Our subject is a native of th 
Netlierlands, and was born in the year 1850. 4 
His father, John Hoffman, an honest, hard- work- ji 
ing man of keen intelligence and excellent busif 
ness ability, likewise born in Holland, early d 
termined to give his children the advan 
offered in the United States, but year after ye 
passed and yet he remained in the Netherlan 
though his son George had long preceded him 
this country, embarking in 1873 for America, 
journeyed to the West and made his home 
Muskegon, where after a life of busy usefulness 
passed away mourned by many friends. 
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mother, Wielbe (Geerling) Hoffman, spent her en- 
tire life amid the familiar scenes of lier j'outh. 
She was reared, educated and married in her na- 
tive land, Holland, and there ended her unevent- 
ful life, entering into rest beloved bj' all who 
knew her. 

George Hoffman was educated in the common 
schools of Holland and early began the battle of 
life. In his home trained to habits of self-reliant 
industry, he arrived at manhood well fitted to 
make his upward way in the great world, and was 
but nineteen years of age when he resolved to seek 
his fortune in the United States. After a safe voy- 
age our subject landed in the city of New York, 
but did not make any stay in the metropolis of 
the Empire State, journeying at once to Michigan, 
and locating in Muskegon, where he immediately re- 
ceived employment and for four years successfully 
ran a sawmill. Mr. Hoffman was for seven suc- 
cessive years engaged in milling, and worked for 
the City Milling Company five years, and later was 
employed in the feed store of J. M. M. Goodspeed. 
In 1887, in partnerehip with his brother John, our 
subject embarked in his present business, which, 
from the first commanding an excellent trade, has 
rapidly increased its proportions and now enjoys 
a custom that is one of the best in this line in the 
city of Muskegon. Devoting himself to the de- 
inauds of daily business, Mr. Hoffman has been 
financially prospered, meeting with the reward well 
earned by his sterling integrity and practical in- 
dustry. 

John lioft'man, a brother and partner of our sub- 
ject, emigrated to America at the age of seven 
3'ears and when a little lad entered a public school 
of Muskegon, receiving a good education in the 
common branches of study. As soon as old enough 
he engaged in milling and ran a saw and lath 
mill for a period of seven 3'eai-s. He worked for 
John Albert one and a-half yeai^s, then in 1887, 
entering into his present partnership, has been fi- 
nancially successful. An ambitious and energetic 
young man, he has many friends, and, politically a 
Republican, is well posted on local and national 
issues. Unmarried and a social favorite, Mr. 
Hoffman is widely known and makes liis home at 
No. 61 Muskegon Avenue. 



In the year 1876 were united in marriage George 
Hoffman and Miss Richej^ De Grave, a native of 
Holland. In the pleasant home on Catherine Street, 
Muskegon, has gathered a happy family of seven 
children, two sons and five daughters. Wielbe is 
the eldest-born; then follow Hilda, Anna, James, 
Sarah, John and Johanna, all of whom will enjoy 
an opportunit}' for an extended education. Our 
subject is fraternally a valued member of the Mac- 
cabees, and politically is a Republican and an ar- 
dent advocate of the ''Party of Reform.'* He has 
never been troubled by aspirations for political 
office, but, a true and loyal citizen of his adopted 
country, is ever ready to lend a helping hand in 
matters of public enterprise and improvement. 
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AFr. SETH LEE, of Muskegon, is the 
owner of the North Muskegon Ferry and 
Tug Boat Line. He has experienced the 
life of a sailor for many years, and is widely 
known among the sailors on the Lakes. He is a 
native of Ohio, the place of his birth being in 
Lorain County, while the date is 1834. His par- 
ents were George and Sallie (Rose) Lee, the form- 
er a native of the Buckeye State, and the latter 
of Albany, N. Y. The ancestoi'S of the Lee family 
came from Germany. The father of our subject 
emigrated Westward and died in Kalamazoo, 
Mich., in 1844. 

Capt. Lee, whose name heads this record, spent 
the first ten years of his life in the State of his 
nativit}', and then began sailing as cook on a 
vessel on the Great Lakes. He was successive- 
ly promoted from one position to another, until 
at the early age of nineteen he had become cap- 
tain of a schooner, the "Ellen Kent," plying be- 
tween Sandusky and Buffalo. In the capacity of 
captain he continued to sail on the Great I^kes 
until 1881, when he purchased the present line of 
tug boats, which he has operated successfully since. 
In 1874. Capt. Lee chose as a companion and 
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helpmate on life's journey Miss Kittie M. Bur- 
roughs, of Buffalo, N. Y., and unto them have 
been born two children, a son and daughter, Kate 
B. and Charles Henry. The family reside at No. 
172 West Webster Avenue, where they have a 
spacious and elegant residence, handsomely and 
richly furnished. In social circles, the Captain 
and his wife rank high, and throughout the com- 
munity ihcir friends are many. 

In 1885, Capt. Lee began contracting for tlje 
laying of cedar pavement, and has since paved a 
large portion of the streets of Muskegon. He is 
now engaged in superintending the building of 
the large Magoon <& Kimball Docks. He also 
owns and 0|)erates the People's Steam Laundry of 
Muskegon, and his various business interests yield 
him a good return and make him one of the sub- 
stantial and well-to-do citizens of uhe community. 
He possesses excellent business ability and his 
good management and careful attention to all 
the details of his business, and his iionorable, 
upright dealings have brought him a reward in 
the shape of a handsome competence. 

The Captain exercises his right of franchise in 
support of the Republican part}', and in 1886 he 
was elected as Alderman of the Third Ward, .serv- 
ing as a member of the Council in a faithful and 
acceptable manner. Socially, he is connected with 
Muskegon Lodge No. 140, A. F. S: A. M. He 
possesses the genial, kind I3' nature so characteristic 
of sailors, and is therefore popular and well liked. 




^5=^E0RGE WASHINGTON JONKS, a suc- 
'■' cessful farmer of Muskegon Count}', and a 

resident of Eggleston Township, was born 
in Maine, February 4, 1855. He is a son of David 
R, and Hattie (Pease) Jones, the former a native 
of P]ngland,and the latter of Maine. The father, 
who was born in Otley, Suffolk County, England, 
on the 25th of July, 1810, was a son of Samuel 
and Mary (Nicolls) Jones, natives of England. 
At the age of twelve he was apprenticed to learn 



the trade of a wheelwright under Samuel Reeves, 
with whom he remained for a time. Beooming 
weary of the hardships incident to his apprentice- 
ship, he ran away and enlisted in the Engiiah 
army. 

At the age of twenty, having served his full 
time in the army, the father of oar subject euN 
to America and settled in Maine, where he »- 
gaged in farming. In 1854 he renaoved to Mi^i- 
gan and settled in Muskegon County upon tht 
farm he now occupies. Clearing the land of 
heavy growth of timber, he built a home in 
was an unbroken wilderness, and proceeded tofl|' 
the soil of his new farm. As lime passed 
success crowned his tireless exertions and he s^ 
taiued a position among the foremost of Mn^ 
kegon's citizens and pioneer farmers. He still 
survives, being in his eighty-third year (1893). 
Having been an industrious worker all his life, he 
feels considerabl}' the inability of old age, and 
has been practically retired from active pursuits 
for several years. He is one of the remainiag 
few who are left to tell the story of tlie early 
settlement of the country and the experiences of 
pioneer days. 

The first marriage of David R. Jones oc- 
curred in 1838 and united him with Miss Nancy, 
daughter of Joseph Hobbins, of Maine. Of thil 
union tiiere were four children born, all of whom 
are now deceased, and the wife and mother died 
in 1853. Mr. Jones was again married, in 1854, 
choosing as his wife Miss Harriet B., daughter of 
Aaron Pease. Two children resulted from this 
marriage, of whom George W. is now the oolj 
survivor. The death of the second wife occarrad 
in 1859. In his political belief, Mr. Jones is n 
old-time Republican, and has held nearly ewHj 
public office in the township. He is highly i«*.^ 
spected by his fellow-citizens as an honoiii-^ 
pioneer and public-spirited citizen. 

At the time the Jones family came to Mask^ 
gon County, George W. was an infant one year 
old. He grew to manhood on the home farait 
receiving the educational advantages afforded If 
the neighboring schools, and early in life gainiag 
a thorough knowledge of agriculture. For a 
number of years he has had entire charge of his 



{ 




RFSIDENC!: OF GEO. W. JONES, SEC. 35. EGGLESTON TP., MU5KE60N CO. MICH . 




RESIDENCE OF WM. T. CARR, SEC. 20., MOORLAND TP,MUSKESON CO., MICH. 



262 



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRATHICAL RECORD. 



with a most estimable lady of Gne ability and 
hi^li intelligence and the daughter of a well- 
known citizen. The father was a millwright 
by trade, and although he found profitable 
employment in his native State finally decided 
to try his fortunes in the broader fields of the 
farther West. With this object in view, he, to- 
gether with his family, journeyed to Michigan in 
the pioneer days and located iit Ferrysburg in 
1840, when the greater portion of the State was 
literally a wilderness and wild game abounded. 
Many 3'ears later he removed to Muskegon, mak- 
ing the latter city his permanent home in 1861, 
and here engaging in the sawmill business. 

E. J. Humphrey, our subject, was the eldest 
son and second child of his parents. Ella is 
the wife of J. A. Buckley. Our subject assisted 
his father in his youth, aiding him in running 
the sawmills in summer. He enjoyed the ad- 
vantages of a good common-school education 
but early entered upon the daily routine of work. 
In 1881, becoming lumber inspector, Mr. Hum- 
phrey for seven years was in the employ of J. L. 
Murray, and then formed a partnership with J. F. 
Anden, the firm conducting business under the 
name of Humphrey 61 Anden. Mr. Anden one 
year later was drowned in Muskegon Lake, since 
which time our subject has engaged in business 
solely upon his own account. In May, 1886, Mr. 
Humphrey entered into buying and shipping lum- 
ber,andin this venture met with financial success. 
In the month of October, 1887, were united in 
marriage E. J. Humphrey and Miss VAWe Marshall, 
of Muskegon, an adopted' daughter of C. P. Rose. 
The handsome home, No. 228 West Clay Avenue, 
is the scene of many social gatherings, the accom- 
plished and estimable wife of our subject being a 
social favorite with a large circle of old friends 
and acquaintances. 

Mr. Humphrey is fraternally associated with 
the Ancient Vme &: Accepted Masons, and is a val- 
ued member of Lovell Moore Lodge. He is like- 
wise connected with the chapter, and is a Knight 
Templar. Our subject is also a Knight of Pythias 
and afliliates with the Maccabees, and in these var- 
ious societies enjoying a wide acquaintance, has 
gained numerous sincere friends. While not a 



politician in any sense of the word, nor desiroas 
of public office, Mr. Humphrey is interested in lo- 
cal and National issues, and in all matters of mu- 
tual welfare and home improvements is ever 
ready to do his full share. A man of enterprise 
and business ability, and from his youth identified 
with the growth anil upward progress of Muske- 
gon, it is undoubtedly true that no man in the 
State is more thoroughly posted in the details of 
his especial line of business than he, and no man 
more fully understands the great lumber resources 
of Michigan. In the inspection of lumber he is 
an adept of authority and value. 
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KEDERICK A. NIMS, a lawyer of Muske- 
gon, Muskegon County, was born in Clin- 
ton, Lenawee County, Mich., June 15, 
1839. His father, the late Dr. Dwight B. >'im8, 
was of English descent, his ancestors emigrating 
to tliis country in Colonial times. He was a son 
of James and Lucy (Boyden) Nims, and was born 
in Conway, Mass., September 12, 1808. His pro- 
fessional education was received at the Fairfield 
(N. Y.) College of Physicians and Surgeons, West- 
ern District, and at the Berkshire Medical Insti- 
tute, from which he was graduated with the de- 
gree of M. D. in June, 1833. After practicing his 
profession in New York State for two years, he 
removed to Michigan, first locating at Clinton, 
whence he afterward removed to Homer, Calhoun 
County, in which place he remained until 1861, 
when he changed his residence to the city of Jack- 
son. 

Dr. Nims was one of the best-read and most 
successful practitioners in central Michigan, and 
was held in high esteem by all who knew him. 
He was a member of the Onondaga County (N. Y.) 
Medical Society; the Jackson County Medical So- 
ciety, of which he was President; the Michigan 
State Medical Society, and from 1856 until his 
death, which occurred in Jacksou on April 15, 
1879, of the American Medical Association. He 
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was married September 8, 1834, to Anna A. White 
daughter of tbe late Nehemiah White, a native of 
Madison County, N. Y. (where Mrs. Nims was 
born), and who later moved to Grand Rapids and 
engaged in furniture manufacturing and lumber- 
ing, dying at that place in 1859. His daugh- 
ter is still living, having attained the age of sev- 
enty years, and resides with her sou Frederick at 
Muskegon. 

Our subject was the eldest of three children, 
of whom the youngest is deceased. His sister, 
Mildred L., is the wife of C. P. Goodwin, of To- 
ledo, Ohio. Up to the age of twelve years he at- 
tended the district schools of Homer, and in 1851 
he commenced a preparatory course of two years 
at the Weslej-an Seminary, at Albion, Mich. In 
1853 he entered Hobart College, at Geneva, N. Y., 
where he pursued a classical course until 1856, 
when a weakness of the eyes, brought on by a too 
close application to study, compelled him to re- 
turn home. In the spring of 1858 he went to 
Grand Rapids and entered the law office of Withey 
<fe Gray. These gentlemen (now deceased) at- 
tained to positions of prominence in their pro- 
fession, Mr. Withey having been subsequently 
appointed United States District Judge, while 
Mr. Gray was made General Solicitor of the North- 
ern Pacific Railroad Company at New York City. 
Mr. Nims studied law with them until his admis- 
sion to the Bar, June 5, 1860, when he associated 
himself with Maj. (afterward Col.) A. T. Mc- 
Keynolds, and opened an office in Grand Rapids. 
During the political campaign of 1860 and pre- 
vious to the breaking out of the War of the 
Rebellion, Mr. Nims served as one of the po- 
litical editors of the Grand Rapids Daily Enquirer, 
On the first call for volunteers, in 1861, Maj. Mc- 
Reynolds was appointed Colonel of the Lincoln 
Cavalry, then being organized in New York, and 
at that time the only cavalry regiment asked for 
by the Government. In JuJy, 1861, Mr. Nims 
was commissioned Second Lieutenant of Col. Mc- 
Reynolds' regiment, which he immediately joined 
in New York. Repairing to Washington in Au- 
gust, the regiment was shortly afterward brig- 
aded with others under Brig.-Gen. Inn is N. Palmer. 
In September, 1861, Lieut. Nims was detailed for 



special service on Gen. Palmer's staff, and during 
his term of service in the army was engaged in 
the various campaigns, principally in this branch 
of service. During the winter of 1861-62 he was 
Acting Assistant Quartermaster and Commissary 
of Subsistence. He accompanied Gen. Palmer on 
his assignment to the command of a brigade of 
infantry in Gen. Silas Casey's division to the 
Peninsula in the following March, with the Army 
of the Potomac, under Gen. McClellan. The di- 
vision was substantially wii)ed out at the battle 
of Seven Pines, May 31, 1862, Gen. Palmer being 
relieved of his command, and Lieut. Nims re- 
joined his regiment. In August following the 
regiment was attached to Gen. Burnsidc's com- 
mand at Fredericksburg, which was evacuated by 
him, however, immediately after the second bat- 
tle of Bull Run, and his forces joined the Army 
of the Potomac at Washington. Soon after the 
battle of Antietam Col. McReynolds was put in 
charge of a brigade of cavalry and sent to join 
Gen. Kelley at Cumberland, Md. Lieut Nims 
was during this time on Col. McReynolds' staff 
as Acting Assistant Adjutant-General. 

In the spring of 1863 the brigade occupied Mar- 
tinsburg, Ya., at that time an outpost of the Shen- 
andoah Valley, and shortly thereafter Col. Mc- 
Reynolds., with his command, joined Gen. Milroy, 
then occupying Winchester, where they remained 
until June, when Gen. Lee's army forced them to 
retire into Pennsylvania. Lieut. Nims, being sick 
in hospital, was, with about three thousand others, 
taken prisoner in this engagement and was held 
at Winchester during Lee's advance into Penn- 
sylvania. The battle of Gettysburg forced his re- 
tirement, and within six weeks from his capture 
Lieut Nims, with two others, during the excite- 
ment of Lee's evacuation of Winchester, escaped 
from the hospital through the rebel lines, and re- 
mained in hiding in a Unionist's house until, the 
Union army coming up, they were once more at 
liberty. On going to Winchester, Lieut. Nims 
had been assigned to the staff of Gen. Elliot, 
whom, he found, had during his imprisonment 
been transferred to the Army of the Potomac, so 
he rejoined his regiment at Martinsburg. In July, 
1863, he was appointed aide-de-camp on the staff 
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of Gen. J. C. Sullivan, who was then in command 
of Harper's Ferry, where he remained until the 
following spring. Early in 1864 he accompanied 
an expeditionary force of about twenty thousand 
men under Gen. Sigel up the Shenandoah Valley, 
the movement having for its ultimate object the 
capture of Lj^nchburg. At the battle of New- 
market they were defeated. Gen. Sigel was re- 
lieved, and Gen. David Hunter was placed in 
command. Continuing Southward, they defeated 
Gen. Jones at Piedmont; thence passing through 
Lexington and Buchanan they crossed the moun- 
tains at a point called "Peaks of Otter,*' only to 
meet with defeat when nearing their goal. Being 
closely pursued by the rebels, they crossed the 
mountains of West Virginia, and after five days 
and nights of forced marching without rest they 
halted near Charleston, W. Va. The fatigue and 
exposure experienced at this time resulted in sick- 
ness, and Lieut. Nims returned to Michigan on 
leave of absence for one month. Returning in 
August, he remained on Gen. Sullivan's staff 
until October, 1864, when he was mustered out of 
service at Martinsburg, V'a. 

The following year our subject spent in recuper- 
ating his health at Grand Rapids, and in Novem- 
ber, 1865, he removed to Muskegon. Resuming 
the practice of his profession, he continued alone 
until 1867, when he formed a partnership with 
Francis Smith and George Gray, of Grand Rapids. 
Mr. Gray retired from the firm in 1869, and in 
1870 D. D. Erwin was admitted to the firm, which 
was then known as Smith, Nims & Erwin. In 
1874 H. J. Hoyt became a partner, when the name 
of Smith, Nims, Hoyt <fe Erwin was adopted, and 
the firm still remains as then constituted. This 
sketch would be incomplete without a reference 
to the railroad interests of Muskegon, with the 
promotion of which Mr. Nims has had much to 
do, and it is largely to his efforts that the differ- 
ent roads, with their different interests, owe their 
existence in the first place, and in the second 
their final amalgamation under one management. 
We refer particularly to those lines now controlled 
by the Chicago <k West Michigan Railway Com- 
pany, the information being furnished by a gen- 
tleman who has been interested with Mr. Nims in 



all of the enterprises referred to, and has known 
him intimately since his first coming to Muskegon. 

Mr. Nims was one of the incorporators in 1868 
of the Muskegon <fe Ferrysburg Railroad Com- 
pany, of which he was made Secretary and At- 
torney, while the President was L. G. Mason, of 
Muskegon, with whom, conjointly with our sub- 
ject, the project originated; and, whHe this road 
covered only a distance of fifteen miles, its con- 
struction resulted in forcing the building and ex- 
tension of other lines, so that, while it was the 
pioneer of Muskegon railroads, it might be called 
the father of the city's present admirable railw&y 
system. In 1870 it was consolidated with the 
Grand Haven & Holland and the Holland & 
Allegan Railroads, the consolidated roads adopt- 
ing the name of the Michigan I^ke Shore Rail- 
road Company, Mr. Nims being made Attorney 
for the company. Subsequently these roads be- 
came a part of the Chicago <fe West Michigan 
Railroad s>stem by right of purchase. In De- 
cember, 1871, the Muskegon <fe Big Rapids Rail- 
road Company was organized, L. G. Mason being 
President, and Mr. Nims its Secretary and Attor- 
torne>, both being among its incorporators. Soon 
thereafter this road was consolidated with the 
Chicago (fe Michigan Lake Shore Railroad, which 
had just completed a line from New Buffalo to 
Muskegon, and Mr. Nims was appointed Attorney 
of the consolidated lines. These roads, with others, 
as shown above, finally came under the control of 
the Chicago «fe West Michigan Railroad Company, « 
in 1871, and Mr. Nims then received the appoint-- 
ment of Attorney for that company, which posi — 
tion he has ever since filled. Mr. Nims has alsod 
encouraged and promoted, by financial assistance 
and otherwise, the construction of other railroads^ 
more recently completed to Muskegon. 

Mr. Nims was for a number of years a membe t 
of the Board of Directors of the Muskegon Na- 
tional Bank, and was one of the incorporators, 
and a member of the Board of Directors of the 
Merchants' National Bank of Muskegon, and 
held the same oflflce in the Monroe Manufac- 
turing Company, of Muskegon. He is also Pres- 
ident of the Muskegon Street Railroad Com- 
pany, and has numerous other interests in enter- 
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kegou AvcDue, our subject and his worthy wife, 
enjoying the competence gained by years of in- 
dustrious effort, receive many friends and well- 
wishers, and command the esteem of a wide ac- 
quaintance. 
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[[ AMES BALBIRNIP:. There is no branch of 
l' industry in which such rapid progress and 
improvement have been made in recent 
years as in the production of artistic house- 
hold furniture. Mr. Baibirnie, who is engaged in 
the furniture and undertaking business in Muske- 
gon, Mich., is one of the foremost and successful 
business men of the city. The latter business is of 
the utmost importance to society, and every con- 
sideration suggests that its representatives shall be 
reliable, sympathetic and experienced. Mr. IM- 
birnie has all these qualities. He is a native of 
Canada, born in Ontario April 21, 1838, and is the 
eldest son of James and Jane (Linch) Balhirnie. 
James Baibirnie was also born in Canada, and fol- 
lowed hotel-keeping there for many ^''cars. In that 
country he met and married Miss Linch and subse- 
quently moved to Michigan, locating in tlie cit}- of 
Muskegon, where his death occurred in 1866. His 
wife survived until 1885. 

The boyhood of our subject was passed in his 
native country, and his primary education was re- 
ceived in the common schools of the same. I^ater 
he attended school at Ottawa, Canada, and after 
attaining his majority he settled in Ottawa, where 
he embarked in the undertaking business. This 
he continued up to 1865, when lie removed to 
Muskegon. Mich., and continued the undertaking 
business up to 1869. At that date he added a 
stock of furniture, and since has increased liis bus- 
iness and added furniture from the best manu- 
facturers, until now he has one of tiie best-equip- 
ped establishments in the place. He has fur- 
nished over seven thousand caskets for pei-sons in 
the city and in Ottawa and Muskegon Counties, 
and has secured a liberal and influential patronage 



by honestly deserving it. He is well know 
popular as an undertaker as well as a dei 
furniture. 

Our subject selected his wife in the pen 
Miss Ella Watson, of Ottawa, Canada, daugl 
William Watson, and their union was celebn 
1861. Three children have been born t 
union: Ellen Theressa, James and Lillian H 
the latter at home. In politics, Mr. Balhim 
Republican. He was the first Supervisor 
ward and was a member of the Board in 
In 1893 he was a prominent candidate for J 
but withdrew in favor of Mr. Torrens. I 
sonry he is very prominent and is a Knight 
plar. He is also a member of the Mystic lb 
■ and Lodge No. 92, I. O. O. F. Mr. Balbimi 
i fine conversationalist and a good spccim 
physical manliood. He is sociable and geni 
has a host of warm friends in the county. ] 
ever been active in politics, especially in c 
politics, and Uikes mucii interest in the elect 
his friends. His home and surroundings i 
tliat could be desired. 
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LMOIHY B. CALLAN, the enterprisii 
popular vsenior partner in the leadin 
^^/■' of Callan A: Dratz, dealers in clothia 
gents' furnishing goods, Muskegon, Mich 
been a well-known resident of his present Ic 
for the past quarter of a century, and, a n 
fine business attainments, has prosperously 
in the conduct of a trade which is now one < 
best in its line in the State, and, carrying a 
plete stock of goods, competes successfully wi 
houses of the larger and older cities. Our si 
born in County Cork, Ireland, May 12, 
was the son of Timothy and Jane (Broa 
Callan. The father was by occupation a 1 
and patiently tilled the soil of the Old 
try. Our subject, trained to habits of 
trious thrift, assisted his father in the work < 
farm and in his childhood attended the co 
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schools of his native land. At twelve years of 
age he was apprenticed to learn the trade of a 
tailor, and gave a number of yeai-s to acquire the 
details of the clothier's art. As he neared man- 
hood Mr. Callan determined he would follow the 
tide of emigration, and in common with the sons 
of his parents' friends and neighbors seek his for- 
tune in America. 

Before he had yet attained his majority our sub- 
ject, in 1865, embarked for the United States and 
having made a safe voyage landed in New York 
City, in which metropolis he remained for about 
two months. Mr. Callan, who decided to prospect 
for a time before locating permanently, next jour- 
neyed to Boston, Mass., and finding ready employ- 
ment in that city continued there two and a-half 
years. At the expiration of this length of time 
our subject traveled to the farther West and vis- 
ited Chicago, 111., and then went to Aurora, 111., 
where he spent the following four months. He 
afterward made a trip to Milwaukee and finally, in 
the year 1868, came to Muskegon, where he en- 
gaged as a cutter with William H. Herbst. After 
some time Mr. Callan entered into partnership 
with Mr. Herbst, the business being conducted un- 
der the firm name of William Herbst <fe Co. This 
business arrangement profitably endured until 
1877, when the partnership was dissolved, our sub- 
ject soon afterward connecting himself with John 
A. Dratz, also a practical tailor and fine cutter, 
whose work is well known for its style and finish. 
The firm of Callan <fe Dratz enjoys an extensive 
custom and aside from a fine city trade has a large 
patronage from the surrounding country. 

In 1877 were united in marriage Timothy Cal- 
lan and Miss Maggie Hall, a well-known young 
lady of Muskegon and a general favorite with a 
large circle of young people. Tiie estimable wife 
of our subject is the daughter of Jolin Hall, a 
highly respected citizen. Tbe pleasant home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Callan at No. 44 Peck Street has 
been brightened by the birth of three merry and 
intelligent children, two sons and a daughter: 
Charles, Frank and Emma. These young people 
will be given every opportunity to worthily fit 
themselves to occupy with honor any position of 
trust to which they may be called in the future. 



Politically an Independent, Mr. Callan casts his 
vote for the best man, and without any aspirations 
for office does his duty as a loyal citizen, ever 
ready to lend a helping hand in all matters of 
public welfare. 
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IRAM HUNTER, a successful agriculturist 
of Moorland Township, Muskegon County, 
was born in Brown ville, Jefferson County, 
N. Y., June 10, 1835, and is the son of 
Silas O. and Sallie (Smedley) Hunter, natives of 
Massachusetts. His father was a sailor and went 
before the mast at the age of sixteen. Two yeara 
later he was made master of the vessel on which he 
was sailing, and from that time up to the age of 
forty-five he occupied a commanding position 
among the mariners of Lake Ontario. Selling 
out his shipping interests at the age above men- 
tioned, he moved to Ottawa County, Mich., where 
he was activel}*^ engaged in farming during the 
remainder of his life. His death, at the age of 
eighty-one, was caused by falling from a verandah 
while in the city of Grand Rapids, Mich. 

Longevity is a prominent characteristic of the 
Hunter family, whose membei-s possessed very rug- 
ged constitutions and usually attained to advanced 
years, although some of them met with violent 
deaths in their prime. Of seven children, our sub- 
ject is the next to the eldest. He received a 
thoroughly practical business training at an early 
age from his father, who took great pains to in- 
struct his children in the best business methods. 
He entrusted them with many of his personal af- 
fairs, thereby giving them the advantage of prac- 
tical experience. 

Continuing at home until the age of twenty-five 
years, the subject of this sketch then engaged in 
the lumber business in northern Michigan, con- 
tracting, jobbing and also superintending for 
others. He followed this business very successfully 
for many years. In 1890 he located in Moorland 
Township, Muskegon County, where he engages 
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extensively in farming and also devotes consider- 
able attention to stock-raising. He is an extensive 
grower of mint and onions, for which he finds a 
ready sale at fair prices. His farm embraces about 
seven hundred acres, and its thorough state of cul- 
tivation shows the same energy and attention 
which are characteristic of Mr. Hunter's every en- 
terprise. 

Mr. Hunter has been twice married. His first 
union was with Matilda J. Snj'der, and by her he 
had four children. Louis, the eldest, was killed at 
the age of twenty-five, at Lucas, Mich., in a rail- 
way accident; the others are: William, who resides 
in Muskegon; Edward, who is engaged in the mer- 
cantile business at Iron River, Mich.; and Georgia, 
who is at home with her father. The second mar- 
riage of Mr. Hunter united him with Mrs. Mary 
Thompson, who was t)orn in New York. Although 
the management of his farm requires his constant 
attention, yet this activity does not seem to ex- 
haust his energy. He afiiliates with the Republi- 
can party and is greatly interested in the general 
welfare of the community, of which he is an enter- 
prising and popular citizen. 
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^\i-^ ENRY A. WOLFF, a manufacturer of pianos 
and piano stools at Muskegon, and one of 
the most progressive business men of this 
city, was born in Franklin County, N. Y., 
on the 22d of August, 185L He is a son of Par- 
rit B. and Jane P. (Cassen) Wolff, natives respect- 
ively of New York Stale and P]n gland, the latter 
being of English-Scotch extraction. The paternal 
grandfather of our subject, John C. Wolff, was 
born in tlie parish of Badendorf, by Wisner, Ger- 
many, February 7, 1798, and the lady whom he 
married was also born in 1798, on the 17th of 
October, in Orange, Mass. 

Parrit B. Wolff was born in Ft. Covington, 
Franklin County, N. Y., June 4, 1826, and in his 
youth learned the trade of a tailor. For a time 
he was in the employ of the Govemment, and 



afterward served as Captain of the Ninety-eighth 
New York Infantry. His death occurred at Wash- 
ington, D. C, in January, 1891. His wife, whose 
birth occurred March 16, 1828, passed from earth 
at Malone, Franklin County, N. Y., on the 12th 
of February, 1881. Henry A. is the second in a 
family of five children, two of whom are now living, 
himself and brother, William A., a prominent at- 
torney of New York City, and a member of the 
legal firm of Wolff & Hodge, of London, England. 

The subject of this biographical notice passed 
the days of his childhood in the village of Ft. 
Covington, N. Y., and the town of Malone, in the 
same Stale. His school advantages were linaited, 
and at an early age he commenced to work for 
the Ogdcnsburg & Lake Champiain Railroad, be- 
ing in the employ of that railway company 
first as brakeman, and later as baggage master. 
Leaving the employ of the milway company, he 
learned the trade of a carpenter, which he followed 
for four years. Afterward, at Malone, he learned 
the trade of a machinist, and was thus engaged 
for a period of ^yg years. He then became an 
engineer on tlie Ogdensburg <t I^ke Champiain 
Railroad, in which capacity he served for twelve 
months, and later was in the employ of the rail- 
way company in Vermont. 

May, 1875, witnessed the arrival of Mr. Wolff 
in Muskegon, where he entered the employ of 
Fred Vander Werp, dealer in pianos, organs and 
sewing-machines. In November of 1875 he em- 
barked in business with E. H. Waller, under the 
name of Waller «fe Wolff, continuing in that con- 
nection for one year, when he disposed of his in- 
terest to L. O. Beerman. He afterward started in 
business alone, and upon an extensive scale, deal- 
ing in pianos, organs, musical instruments and 
sheet music at No. 113 West Western Avenue. 
In 1890 he became a stockholder and Director in 
the Nelson Piano Works, at Muskegon, being one 
of the principal organizers and incorporators of 
that company. 

During the year 1891, Mr. Wolff organized the 
Wolff Piano Stool Company, of which he is the 
principal stockholder and the present General 
Manager. I^ter, he became Secretary, Treasurer 
and General Manager of the Nelson Piano Com- 
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, manufacturers of pianos and piano eases, 
liaving purchased a large portion of the stock 
lis concern he is now one of its principal 
irs. He gives his time and attention with the 
St fidelity to the details of his business, and 
is progressive spirit and enterprise may be 
3uted the large measure of success which he 
ttained as one of Muskegon's foremost busi- 
ncn. Although he has little time for partici- 
5 in the details of public afifairs, he never- 
s is warmly interested in ever}' measure hav- 
•r its object the promotion of the best inter- 
r this community, and is a warm adherent of 
• lican principles. Mr. Wolflf was united in 
:.^e to Miss Ida R. Bassett, who was born in 
'^, Franklin County, N. Y. 
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EORGE P. HUMMER. The development 

of furniture manufacture in the United 

States possesses the utmost interest for stu- 

of industrial history. The large furniture 

y has long since superseded the cabinet- 

', and a prominent concern of the kind is 

f the West Michigan Furniture Company, of 

'id, of which George P. Hummer is the eflfi- 

General Manager. At the same time he dis- 

is the responsible duties of Mayor of the 

He was born at Belvidere, N. J., December 

i56, and is a son of Peter Snyder, of that 

When he was six months old, he was 

id into the family of George Hummer, and 

quite young he went to live near Grand 

s, Mich., in the public schools of which he 

ed his education, finishing in the Northern 

\SL Normal School at Valparaiso, Ind., from 

he was graduated. 
i 882 Mr. Hummer accepted the position of 
intcndcnt of Schools at Holland, Mich., and 
g the seven years in which he served in that 
ty he greatly improved the schools in vari- 
ays, his rule being wise and firm, yet alwa3's 

l3 



reasonable and kind. At the end of the above- 
mentioned time he resigned, to organize the West 
Michigan Furniture Company, of which he was 
at once elected Secretary and Manager, and this 
position he has filled with eminent ability ever 
since, showing in its management the same intelli- 
gence that marked his career as an educator. 

The West Michigan Furniture Company was or- 
ganized with a capital stock of $100,000, and the 
business has had an immense growth, for they 
now do $500,000 worth of business annually, 
and give constant employment to about three 
hundred and fifty men. Like many other furni- 
ture manufactories, they make a specialty of a 
certain kind of furniture, theirs being chamber 
sets, and it must be acknowledged that they turn 
out some extremely handsome and substantial 
articles. Fred J. Metz is the President of the com- 
pany, and, like Mr. Hummer, is a practical man of 
afifairs, and an influential citizen. The business 
done has been highly satisfactory to these gentle- 
men, and is a credit and a great benefit to the 
town. Their goods sell at the most reasonable 
figures, and have become widely known through- 
out the country. The officers of the company are 
gentlemen of high character, and are very promi- 
nent in the business circles of Holland. The busi- 
ness has established a reputation, not only for 
manufacturing and carrying first-class goods, but 
also for fair dealing in all things. The advan- 
tages enjoyed in manufacturing enable the house 
to offer goods at prices greatly advantageous to 
buyers, and the success of the concern has been 
largely brought about by the unbounded energy 
and push of Mr. Hummer. 

In 1885 Mr. Hummer was united in marriage 
with Miss Marguerite, daughter of Albert Plugger, 
a native of Holland, and an early emigrant to Ot- 
tawa Count}', Mich. He was a prosperous citizen, 
and the owner of a large flouring-mill in this 
county, which he operated for a number of years, 
and, being enterprising and industrious, he became 
wealthy. To George P. Hummer and his wife 
three children have been born: Hilda, Marguerite 
and Kate. Politically, Mr. Hummer has always sup- 
ported the Democratic party, and on several occa- 
sions has been a member of the Democratic State 
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Central Committee, and usually goes as a delegate 
to the State Conventions. He has always been 
active in the affairs of the county, and especially 
of Holland. He is one of the stockholders of 
the First State Bank and is also a stockholder and 
a Director of the Chicago <fe Holland Transporta- 
tion Company. 





OHN R. KLEYN. Among the many indus- 
tries of the thriving city of Holland, that 
of the Novelty Wood Works has gained a 
prominent footing, and within the last few 
years has assumed gigantic proportions. John K. 
Kleyn, the original of this notice, and the sole 
owner and proprietor of this growing buisinoss, has 
gained for his establishment a most enviable repu- 
tation for the artistic beauty and general excel- 
lence of its work, as well as for the prompt and 
reliable manner in which all work intrusted to 
it is executed. Active and enterprising, pains- 
taking in all his undertakings, and liberal in his 
methods of dealing with the public, he has greatly 
and steadily extended the field of his operations. 
Mr. Kleyn was born in the Netherlands, February 
21, 1841, and his father, Leander Kleyn, was also 
a native of Holland. The elder Mr. Kleyn was a 
builder by trade, and superintendent of the Gov- 
ernment works at three different places. He was 
married in his native country to Miss lleiltje Wil- 
helmina Korteweg, and in 1854 brought his family 
to America. He came direct to Holland, Mich., 
where he engaged in building and contracting, be- 
ing among the pioneers of the place. Only a few 
years later, in 1857, he passed to that bourne from 
which no traveler returns. His marriage resulted 
in the birth of five children, four of whom are 
living at the present time, and in the order of their 
births as follows: John R.; Johanna, who is mar- 
ried, and resides in North Carolina; Jane, de- 
ceased; Robert, a resident of Holland, Mich.; 
and Martin. The father of these children served 



six years in the army in his native country; he was 
at the battle of Antwerp, and later wore the Mal- 
tese cross of honor. He held raembei-ship in the 
Reformed Church, and was a prominent man in 
religious circles. 

The original of this notice was about thirteen 
years of age when he came to this country, and re- 
ceived the principal part of his education before 
crossing the ocean. When sixteen years of age be 
started out to learn the carpenter's trade, but two 
years previous to that had received some instruc- 
tion in that trade from his father. He also learned 
architecture, the most of it out of books, for be 
has ever been a great student, and became unusu- 
ally proficient in that. In 1878 he engaged in the 
hardware business, followed this for four years 
w ith good success, and then established the Novel- 
ty Wood Works, whicli he has conducted up to 
the present. He employs fifteen men right along, 
but has employed as many as forty or fifty at a 
time. 

Mr. Kleyn manufactures all kinds of building 
material, and has a great deal of work on large 
contiacts for New York. The building in which 
he does business is a handsome and substantial 
structure, the main part being 50x100 feet. Our 
subject stirtcd out for himself with a great amount 
of pluck and energy, but little else, and is a self- 
made man in every sense of the term. Being the 
eldest of five children, when his father died the 
support of the family fell on his shoulders. He 
struggled along for years under hardships thai 
would have discouraged a less determined or posi- 
tive character, and is now one of the prominent 
and successful business men of the city of Holland. 
His mother died in 1879. Politically, Mr. Kleyn 
is an independent Republican, and has adrocated 
the principles of that party since the Rebellion. 
For two years he was Alderman of the city, Asses- 
sor for about six years, and has held other posi- 
tions, although he has never been an office-seeker. 

In the year 1861 he was married to Miss Dirkje 
Johanna Waling, the daughter of Simon Waling, 
who was born in the Netherland, and came to 
America at an early date. Mr. and Mrs. Klejn 
had born to their union nine children. Leonard 
is engaged in the lumber business with his father, 
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and is foreman of the la Iter's yard; Lemer makes 
his home in Holland; Minnie, wife of Alfred 
Wright, resides in Chicago; Henry resides at Sid- 
ney, Neb.; George is at home, as is also Josephine, 
who has just graduated from the High School; 
and Anna, Fred, Simon and Maude are all at home. 
Mr. Kleyn is a member of the Reformed Church, 
and a man who has won a high place in the opin- 
ion of all acquainted with him. He is a stock- 
holder in the Cappon-Bertsch Leather Company, 
and is a wide-awake, thorough-going business 
man. 



€i^^;^'^i 





p LFRED HUNTLEY is a prominent engi- 
neer and machinist of the city of Holland, 
i^ Mich., and is also manager of the Wolver- 
ine Electric Light Company of that cit}-. 
He is a native of Kent, f^ngland, and the son of 
George and Harriet Huntley, who owe their na- 
tivity to that country also. The youthful days of 
our subject were passed in England, and he there 
secured a good practical education. When fifteen 
years of age he began serving an apprenticeship 
at the machinist trade in London, England, and 
was thus engaged until twenty-one years of age. 
After this he began working at his trade in Lon- 
don as a journej'man, and, being a thorough mas- 
ter of his business, seldom lacked work. 

The principal event of our subject's life occurred 
in 1871, when he was united in marriage with 
Miss Eliza Hobson, a native of England, as was 
also her father, Robert Hobson, who was born in 
Yorkshire. Mr. Hobson was a successful farmer 
there, and became quite wealthy. Two days af- 
ter his marriage, our subject and his wife sailed 
for America, and reached the United States after 
an uneventful voyage. They settled in Holland, 
Mich., and Mr. Huntley was engaged as an engineer 
in the Metz Leather Company's tannery, and re- 
naained there two or three years. He then re- 
moved to Muskegon and became foreman in the 
shops of the Chicago & West Michigan Railroad, 
which position he filled in a satisfactory manner 



for three years. Seeing a better opening for him- 
self, he came to Holland, Mich., opened a machine- 
shop, and has engaged in this business up to the 
present time. He does general repairing in all 
kinds of machinery, and has five engines on the 
Mississippi River. He repairs all kinds of ma- 
chines and stationary engines, and has just re- 
paired a large engine of two hundred horse power. 
He has all the work he wants, for he is a first- 
class workman. Huntley <fe Holly organized the 
iirst electric light company, known as the Hunt- 
ley & Holly Electric Light Company, which, how- 
ever, only lasted one year. Later they organized 
the Wolverine Electric Light Company. 

Mr. Huntley is a practical eleetriclight engineer 
and manager for the company. He is a very ex- 
pert machinist and engineer, possesses splendid 
executive business ability, and is most reliable, be- 
ing highly esteemed in the county. He is a mem- 
ber of the Episcopal Church, which he supplies 
with electric light. Mrs. Huntley is also a mem- 
ber of that church, and a consistent, worthy Chris- 
tian. Their union has been blessed by the birth of 
seven children, all now at home. Mr. Huntley is 
a strict business man, but is public-spirited and 
enterprising to a great degree. In politics, he is a 
Democrat, and socially he is a member of the or- 
der of the Ancient Free <fe Accepted Masons, and 
has filled all the positions in his lodge except that 
of Treasurer. He is Past Master, and takes a great 
deal of interest in his lodge. 
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/_^ ENRY BLOECKER. Human industry has 
afforded many striking examples, and 
among the prominent men of Grand Hav- 
en, Mich., who have exhibited those ster- 
ling principles of character which lead on to 
great accomplishments, Henry Bloecker affords 
a striking illustration. He is now the Mayor of 
Grand Haven, and is a man whose upright, 
capable and honorable career has won a place 
in the annals of Ottawa County. In him is won- 
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derfully exemplified the rare abilities and great 
powers of application wiiicii have rendered him 
one of the most distinguished representatives 
of Grand Haven's advanced and prosperous in- 
dustries. He was born in Germany, September 6, 
1845, and inherits all the thrift, enterprise and 
pei*severance of his Teutonic ancestors. His fa- 
ther, Mark Bloccker, was a German soldier for 
many years. 

Our subject was educated in his native country, 
and learned the trade of a machinist, following 
his trade as a journeyman and traveling to many 
of the principal cities of Germany and France. 
In 1867 he took passage for the United States, and 
after an uneventful voyage landed in New York 
City. From that place he came direct to Grand 
Haven, Mich., and soon found employment in the 
Ferris Ottawa Iron Works, remaining with the 
same until 1879, when he formed a partnership 
with John Bryce, under the firm name of Br^xe 
<fe Bloecker, in the manufacturing of general ma- 
rine engines and all kinds of machinery belong- 
ing to tugs, steamers, and, in short, all vessels 
using steam. This firm continued until the year 
1881, when their plant burned and they sustained 
heav}' loss. Later, the}' re-organized, under the 
firm name of Bryce, Bloecker ti:: Co., and re-built the 
works on the old site, enlarged tlieai con.siderably, 
and put in new and highly improved machinery. 
This business was continued under the above- 
mentioned title until 1883, when it was changed 
to Bloecker <fe Co., and still later to Henry Bloecker 
<k Co., which is the title at the present time. The 
firm has the best of shipping facilities, and during 
the ))usy season from thirty to forty men are em- 
ployed. 

The happy domestic life of our subject began 
in the year 1868, when he was married to Miss 
Mary Glazat, a native of Germany, but at the time 
of her marriage a resident of Grand Haven, 
whither she had moved with her father. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Bloecker were born nine children, eight sons 
and one daughter; those living are as follows: 
Hugo, Paul, Fred, Robert, Emma, Ernest and 
Henry. Those deceased are Erdmann and one 
unnamed. Mr. Bloecker is alive to matters of 
public importance, and is deeply Interested in the 



success of the Democratic party, with which he has 
long been identified. He served four years as 
Alderman of the First Ward, and in April, 1893, 
he was elected Mayor of Grand Haven. He is Pres- 
ident of the National Do tare Association and Ger- 
man Workingmeu's Society, and is a Royal Arch 
Mason, a member of Grand Haven Lodge No. 
139, and Grand Haven Chapter No. 84. He is 
also a member of the Maccabees and is one of the 
leading Germans of Grand Haven. 
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^^ LARENCE A. CHASE, manager and super- 
[li in ten dent of the Chase Brothers Piano Com- 

^^^J pany, and one of Muskegon's most influen- 
tial and successful business men, is a native of 
Pennsylv^ania, having been born in Columbus, 
Februaiy 12, 1853. He is the son of Milo J. and 
Olive (Stacy) Chase, natives of New England. 
The father, who was a man of genius and high ex- 
ecutive abilit}', embarked in business as a manu- 
facturer of pianos at Ripley, Ohio, many years 
ago, at a time when only the wealthy could afford 
the luxury of an instrument. Through the exer- 
cise of good judgment he attained success, and by 
keeping in the lead with improved methods he was 
enabled to furnish superior pianos at competition 
prices, so that his name became a familiar word in 
almost every household in the land. 

In his father's home in Ripley, Ohio, the subject 
of this notice grew to a sturdy manhood, well fit- 
ted by natural endowments and judicious training 
for a position of prominence in the business world. 
At the age of fifteen years his school days were 
ended and his active business career commenced. 
He entered his father's piano factory, where he 
gained a i)ractical knowledge of the details of the 
business. At the time of the removal of the man- 
ufactory to Richmond, Ind., in 1877, he went 
thither, and in 1884 located in Grand Rapids, 
Mich., where the business was conducted for a 
number of years. 
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In order to secure a more available site for the 
location of the principal manufactory, the concern 
was removed to Muskegon, Mich., in 1889, and 
the wisdom of this change has been demonstrated 
bj the history of the ensuing years. The present 
company was organized in October, 1889, witli a 
capital stock of $225,000. The factory, completed 
in July, 1890, is 60x250 feet in dimensions, four 
stories in height, and thoroughly equipped with 
modem machinery, which is operated by a two 
hundred horse power Corliss engine. Three Nich- 
ols drj^-kilns, witli a capacity for seasoning ten 
thousand feet of lumber every thirty-sfx hours, 
and all other necessary adjuncts for rapid and per- 
fect work arc found. The company has conven- 
ient docks and warehouse adjoining the plant, for 
shipments by water, and railroad tracks alongside 
the factory, giving every facility for receiving 
lumber and prompt consignment of finished pi- 
anos. 

Upright and grand pianos are made in all the 
popular shades of mahogany, walnut, oak and 
rosewood, finished in a superb manner, as every 
attention is given to produce a perfect instrument. 
The Chase factory was among the fii*st establish- 
ments to meet the demand for upright pianos, and 
the proprietors have displayed much skill in sur- 
mounting musical difl3culties and purifying tone 
qualities. The Chase brothers have been con- 
nected with the business from boyhood, and are 
experts in their specialties, many of the devices 
here being the inventions of members of the com- 
pany. Clarence A., our subject, superintends the 
mechanical operations. Bra ton 8. and Leon E. are 
traveling salesmen for the company. The im- 
mense salesrooms of this company in Chicago are 
superintended by the senior Mr. Chase, who is Pres- 
ident of the corporation; C. T. Hills is Vice-Presi- 
dent, Thomas Hume Treasurer, and L. E. Chase 
Secretary. On the pay-rolls are the names of 
more than two hundred artisans skilled in their 
special lines. The Chase brothers have platted 
one hundred and eight acres in the vicinity of the 
factor}', which is being rapidly taken by employes 
and others for residence sites. The wareroom at 
!No. 87 West Western Avenue has a choice selec- 
tion of pianos, and seven hundred or more com- 



pleted instruments are kept in stock at the factory 
and different warerooms. 

One of the most beautiful and elegant residences 
of Muskegon is that which is owned and occupied 
by our subject. It is pleasantly located on Lake 
Street, amid attractive surroundings. The lady 
who presides over this spacious home was formerly 
Miss Olive Armstrong, and prior to her marriage, 
in 1874, resided in Ripley, Ohio, where her father, 
William Armstrong, was a prominent merchant. 
Mr. and Mrs. Chase are the parents of two chil- 
dren, Lenora A. and Irene E. Both are accom- 
plished young ladies, and are popular in the so- 
cial circles of the city. 





ILLIAM FARR, Treasurer of Grand Haven 
Township, School Inspector and a repre- 
sentative general agriculturist of Ottawa 
County, Mich., is a long-time resident of the State, 
but, a native of Merrie England, was born under 
British rule in the y^ear 1834. Our subject is the 
son of Charles Farr, who, leaving his native land 
emigrated to America in 1848, and, locating in the 
Empire State, made his permanent home in Oswego, 
there residing for over two-score j^ears, passing 
peacefully away in 1889. The father was a suc- 
cessful farmer and was about forty-one years of 
age when, bidding farewell to the scenes of his 
childhood, he sailed for the United States. In 
England he had managed three different stage 
routes and was a man of more than ordinary bifM- 
ness ability. Our subject received his education 
and early business training in the Old Country, 
and at the age of thirteen apprenticed to the firm 
of Austin <fe Son learned the trade of casting and 
wire-drawing jewelry, stamping and refining. He 
attended the free schools of England and well 
improved his opportunities of instruction. The 
home of his youth was in the city of Birmingham, 
Warwickshire. 
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Mr. Farr had not long attained his majority 
when he decided to follow his father to America, 
and in 1855 crossed the broad Atlantic to the land 
of promise beyond the sea. Arriving in New 
York, our subject soon rejoined liis father, from 
whom he had been se[)arated by an absence of 
seven yeai-s. William Farr remained in Oswego 
County for a twelvemonth, and then journeyed to 
Canada, which he made his home for the five suc- 
ceeding years. While a dweller in Canada our 
subject learned and engaged in the cooper's trade 
and some length of time was profitably devoted to 
coopering. In the Dominion of Canada Mr. Farr 
met and married Miss Frances Maria Long, the 
two being united in marriage in 1859. Tlie es- 
timable wife of our subject was a native of Canada, 
her parents being of English birth. The seven 
sons and daughters who blessed the happy home 
were Addie C, the eldest, who married John II. 
Shire; Charles Frederick, deceased; William, de- 
ceased; Herbert Reed; Nellie, deceased; Walter 
and Bruce. In 1882 Mr. Farr removed to the 
United States and, journeying to Michigan, located 
in Ottawa County, settling at once upon his pres- 
ent valuable homestead, then wild timberland. 

Of the one hundred and forty acres, one hun- 
dred are under cultivation, yielding bounteous 
harvests of grain and fruit. In addition to farm- 
ing here in Michigan, our subject also engaged on 
his own farm in the cooper business, profitably 
conducting the same for over four years. Vitally 
interested in educational advancement, Mr. Farr 
has as a School Director for ten years materially 
aided in the upward progress of the district 
schools of his home locality, and for four years 
Township Treasurer has discharged the duties of 
the office to the great satisfaction of the general 
public. Mr. and Mrs. Farr are both devout mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church and are 
active aids in benevolent enterprises and religious 
work. Politically a Republican ever since making 
his residence in Michigan, our subject is deeply 
interested in both the local and national manage- 
ment of the great trusts involved, and, thoroughly 
appreciating a Republican form of government, is 
in the highest sense of the term a loyal and public- 
spirited citizen. 
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G. CROSBY, an energetic and prosperous 
^ citizen of Muskegon, Mich., senior partner 
Lsiig of the well-known firm of E. G. Crosby <fe 
Co., Government contractor and builders of 
piers and dry docks and owners of the best tug 
and scow line of Lake Michigan, has been a resi- 
dent of the AVolverine State from boyhood. Our 
subject is a native of Ontario, N. Y., and was born 
in 1842. His father, Warren Crosby, a native 
of New England, born in Massachusetts, emi- 
grated to the West, and died in Michigan. His 
mother, Louisa (Lincoln) Crosby, was the descen- 
dant of an intelligent and patriotic ancestry. The 
Croi>bys, of Scotch origin, were represented in 
America in a very early day and were numbered 
among the substantial and enterprising citizens 
of New England when this country' was jet in its 
infancy. Passing his boyhood days in Ontario 
County, N. Y., Mr. Crosb}' also pursued a course 
of study in Lima College, for two years enjoying 
the benefits of instruction in that excellent institu- 
tion. In 1866, removing to the West, our subject 
settled in Lenawee Countv, Mich., and remained 
there until the breaking out of the Civil War. 

In 1861, the name of E. G. Crosby was enrolled 
as enlisting in Company E, First Michigan Cavalr}', 
which, commanded by Col. Broadhead, was as- 
signed to the Army of the Potomac. With 
courage our subject participated in the decisive 
battles of the campaign, fighting in the engage- 
ments of the Wilderness, second battle of Bull 
Run, Antietam, Gettysburg, and many other fights 
and skirmishes. Mustered out in 1864, he re-en- 
listed in the spring of 1865 in Hancock's corps of 
old veterans, commanded by Col. Hancock, and 
was again mustered out in the summer of 1865. 
Immediately after the close of the war Mr. Crosby 
went to Hudson, Mich., where until 1869 he was 
variously engaged. At the latter date he re- 
moved to Whitehall, Mich., and after a sta}^ of two 
years permanently located in Muskegon. In 1881, 
our subject embarked in the tug business and later, 
adding scows, found his investment an assured 
success. In his work as a contractor he has dealt 
mainly with the Government, constructing a large 
amount of public piers and dockage. He. is now 
building the Government Pier at the entrance of 
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Muskegon Harbor. Mr. Crosby regularly employs 
about seventy men and does an extensive busi- 
ness, yielding bim annually a handsome income. 

Politically a Republican and well posted in 
local and national affairs, be is an ardent advocate 
of the *'Party of Reform.*' He is, fraternally, a 
member of Phil Kearney Post No. 7, G. A. R., 
and much enjoys the re-unions of the order. Mr. 
Crosby' married in early life Miss Catherine 
Halstead, a native of the East and born in the 
State of New York. Our subject and his worthy 
wife have been blessed with one son and one 
daughter, Fred and Hattie. The pleasant family 
residence, located at No. 74 Ransom Street, Muske- 
gon, is well known to a large circle of old-time 
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Crosby both actively shar- 
ing in the good work and benevolent enterprises 
of their home city, where they receive universal 
respect and sincere regard. Our subject has self- 
reliantly won his ui)ward way to iinancial pros- 
perity, and is now numbered among the leading 
business men of Muskegon County who have by 
untiring efforts gained a competence within the 
bordei-s of the Wolverine State. 
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HARLE8 L. GUNN, an influential real-estate 
dealer residing in North Muskegon, was 
born in Jeffei-son County, N. Y., January* 
22, 1843. The family of which he is an honored 
member was first represented in America about 
1600, at which time several of that name emigrat- 
ed from Scotland and made settlement in Massa- 
chusetts. The father of our subject, Leander W., 
and his grandfather were both natives of New 
York, the former having been born in Warren 
County, where he became an extensive lumberman 
and miller. 

The mother of oiu* subject was in maidenhood 
Keziah B. Pa^-ne, and was a native of Washington 
County, N. Y., where her father, John Payne, fol- 
lowed agricultural pursuits. Charles L. was the 
second in order of birth among four children, and 



was reared in Jefferson County, N. Y., gaining the 
rudiments of his education in the schools of Dex- 
ter, and afterward, through self-culture and obser- 
vation, broadening his knowledge. When the 
dark cloud of war hovered over our nation, his 
sj'mpathies were strongly enlisted on behalf of the 
Union, and when ay outh of nineteen, in 1862, he 
enlisted as a private in Company 1, Tenth New 
York Heavy Artillery. For gallant and meritori- 
ous conduct he was promoted from the ranks to 
the position of Lieutenant, and served in that ca- 
pacity until the close of the war, participating in 
many of the most important battles of the Rebell- 
ion. He received his discharge at Sackett's Har- 
bor, and was mustered out of the service at Peters- 
burg, N. Y. 

Returning to Dexter, Mr. Gunn embarked in the 
general mercantile business and conducted a flour- 
ishing trade for two years. He then disposed of 
the stock and came to Michigan, remaining for a 
time in St. Joseph 'and Benton Harbor, in the 
employ of C. Colby & Co., manufacturer of 
fruit packages. After three years thus spent, he 
entered the employ of A. H. Morrison, General 
Manager of the Chicago & West Michigan Railw^ay 
Company. In 1873 he became a clerk in the gen- 
eral otiice of this company-, where he was later pro- 
moted to the position of Assistant Treasurer and 
Paymaster. He remained for seventeen years, or 
until 1890, in their employ and was one of their 
most trusted officials. 

In 1890 Mr. Gunn came to Muskegon and en- 
gaged in the real-estate business. During the fol- 
lowing year he located in North Muskegon, and 
has since made his home in this city. He has ex- 
tensive real-estate interests both here and in Mus- 
kegon, and is also the owner of a farm in Muske- 
gon Township. He has a pleasant residence in 
North Muskegon, where he and his accomplished 
wife live in happiness and contentment. Mrs. 
Gunn became the wife of our subject on the 27th 
of May, 1891, prior to which time she was Mrs. 
Hannah Gostage. She was the daughter of Will- 
iam and May Conklin, and the widow of Silas 
Gostage. 

A Democrat in politics, Mr. Gunn was e>ected 
Mayor of North Muskegon in 1892, and served 
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for one term. He has officiated as Alderman both 
in Muskegon and North Muskegon, and has also 
been Treasurer of the School Board. In his social 
relations he is identified with the Masonic frater- 
nity, being a member of St. Joseph Lodge No. 281. 



+ 




jALTER S. AVERILL, a prosperous agri- 
culturist and well-known early settler of 
Chester Township, Ottawa County, was 
identified with the privations of the pioneer days 
of Michigan, and, being a roan of enterprise and 
business ability, has aided in the development of 
the interests of his home locality and county. 
Born in the State of New York, April 17, 1842, 
our subject is the son of Samuel H. and Elizal)eth 
(McFerren) Averill. Ilis father was bom in Ver- 
mont, November 22, 1797, and his mother in New 
York, March 21, 1806. They made their home for 
many years in the Empire State, hut in the fall of 
1848 emigrated to the West, and in tlie early 
winter of 1849 located upon the farm where tlie\' 
long resided. 

Taking from the Government eighty acres of 
land at a cost of il.25 per acre, the father found 
himself left with the modest capital of seventy- 
five cents in ready money. He and his children 
with united effort toiled early and late to clear, 
cultivate and improve the land. He died Decem- 
ber 16, 1886, when in his ninetieth year. During 
his many years of usefulness he occupied with 
fidelity various positions of trust and served sev- 
eral times as Justice of the Peace. He was the 
first man who in an official capacity gave orders 
to the township. The primitive method had been 
to personally notify each individual that at such 
a time and upon such an occasion they would be 
called upon to pay a certain sum. 

Samuel Averill assisted in surveying most of 
the sections in Chester Township, and although he 
received only four days' schooling he was one of 
the best-informed men in the township. Possess- 
ing excellent judgment and habits of close observa- 



tion, he kept himself intelligently posted on all 
the public affairs of the day. He and his excel- 
lent wife were the parents of twelve chUdroD, 
seven of whom lived to years of maturity. Mwy 
J. is the wife of Dolph Ix)ok, of New York; Will* 
iam B. resides in Casenovia; M. B. lives in Mni* 
kegon County; Eliza is the wife of John Hillmif 
of Porterville, Cal.; Edward F. resides in Cheiki 
Township; Elvira is the wife of David Waller, d 
Chester Township; and Walter is tlie subject of lUi 
sketch. The mother passed away January 9, IMii 

Our subject came to this State at the mf^ ol 
eight years, and was educated in the oonuBCB 
schools of the home neighborhood. The inl 
school of the district was regularly established is 
1852. During the first day's session the tascher 
found but one scholar, a boy, who could coirecUj 
stale what year of our Lord it was. After 
dinner the other scholars seized the unfortunate 
boy and gave him a thrashing. He immedistelj 
returned to his homo and was never seen more in 
that schoolroom; thus was superior knowledge 
rewarded in the pioneer days. Upon his f&ther's 
farm Walter Averill attained to manhood, and 
immediately after his twentieth birthday enlisted, 
in 1862, in Company B, Twenty-first Michigan In- 
fantry, and as a private was assigned to the Army 
of the Cumberland under the command of Janm 
Cavanaugh and A. A. Stevens. He acUTdiy 
participated in the battles of Perryville, Stow 
Kiver and otiier engagements. He was twin 
wounded — first in the fight at Perry ville, 
he received a wound on the left side of his nsA 
which stiffened the muscles and cords. In the bit* 
tie of Stone River he had his foot shattered with 
a piece of shell, and for nineteen years hssiMTCr 
worn a boot. As a partial compensation forthi 
suffering resultant from his injur3' ^^ receiT«B i 
pension of $12 per month. 

Discharged in July, 1863, Mr. Averill at OMi 
returned home and continued to assist upon the 
farm until the death of his mother. Soon 
ward he was married, his father residing 
until he too passed away. The homestead 
verted to Mr. Averill, who has through all 
changing seasons industriously cultivated Ikl 
fertile fields. Walter Averill was first united in 
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marriage with Minerva Wood, a native of Ohio and 
the daughter of William Waller, an early settler 
of Chester Township, widely known and higlUy 
respected. The estimable young wife survived 
only one year and bore her husband one child* 
Alice. A second time entering the bonds of ma- 
trimony, our subject wedded Miss Anna B. That- 
cher, a native of Pennsylvania and daughter of 
Edwin and Kate (Carpenter) Thatcher, pioneers 
of Ottawa County. Mr. and Mrs. Averill are the 
parents of four children : Ross G., Judd E., Hettie 
M. and Lee W. 

Mr. Averill has held with ability various school 
offices and is interested in the conduct of public 
affairs. He is a stanch Republican, but without 
the aspirations of a politician, and is content to do 
his duty at the polls, being also ever ready to lend 
a helping hand in all matters of public welfare. 
He is fraternally connected with Ravenna Lodge 
No. 355, I. O. O. F., and is a valued member of 
Albert Sperry Post No. 337, G. A. R,, at Ra- 
venna. In the latter organization he has officiated 
as Quartermaster and officer of the order. Financi- 
ally prospered, Mr. Averill owns flfty-five acres of 
highly cultivated land, which annually yielc^ an 
abundant harvest. The improvements of the 
homestead are of a substantial and attractive 
character, the handsome residence, commodious 
barns and outbuildings denoting thrift and com- 
fort. 

Our subject has a store of interesting reminis- 
cences of the past, and among other incidents re- 
lates that his father pounded the first bread out of 
corn raised upon the farm by means of a stump hol- 
lowed out and the use of a heavy wooden pestle. 
The pestle was used for this purpose for many 
years, and a number of persons came from a dis- 
tance of four or five miles to thus pound their 
corn into meal. Soon after arriving in Chester 
Township, the father went to Steele's Landing, a 
distance of fifteen miles, and purchased flour, which 
he brought home on his back. They had a team 
of oxen, but as no road was open they could not 
cross the thickly wooded land. The first team of 
oxen owned by our subject he bought in 1863, 
with mone}*^ earned by clearing land. In this toil- 
some manner the pioneers gained their homes and 



money, and with unceasing industry promoted the 
growth and enterprises of the West, which to-day 
is rich in resources, manufactures and the energy 
of a people whose watchword has ever been " Up- 
ward and Onward." 
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EORGE AV. AIKEN, a long-time resident 

3- and prosperous horticulturist of Ottawa 
' County, owns a beautiful home ap:)n the 

banks of the Grand River, a little southeast of 
Grand Haven, and the homestead contains one 
hundred and twenty-three acres of fine land, 
twenty-five acres of which are devoted mainly 
to gardening and fruit-raising. William Aiken, 
the father of our subject, was a native of New 
England, and was born amid the hills of New 
Hampshire, where he received his education and 
grew to adult age. After his marriage, he and 
his wife commenced housekeeping near the scenes 
of his childhood daj'S. 

George W., also a native of New Hampshire, 
from the date of his birth, in 1846, spent the days 
of boyhood in his birthplace, and gained his edu- 
cation in the common schools of the district. 
When about twenty years old, inspired with a de- 
sire to see something of the world beyond the 
quiet village of his nativity, he embarked on a 
whaling voyage, and from 1866 until 1870 was 
sailing on the Southern Pacific Ocean, all the time 
below the equator. Cruising along the shores of 
Juan Fernandez and out in mid ocean, he made 
some successful catches and returned again to his 
home on the 5th of July, 1870. 

Upon the vessel "Sappho,** commanded by Capt. 
James Handy and owned by a Mr. Seabury, Mr. 
Aiken first caught a glimpse of the life of a sailor, 
and experienced the excitements and privations 
of a whaling voyage. He had scarcely returned 
to the old New Hampshire home before he decided 
to try his fortunes in the farther West, and from 
1870 to 1874 sailed on the great chain of lakes 
connecting Buffalo and Chicago. Between these 
two ports he voyaged upon the bark "Chicago 
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Board of Trade," in charge of Capt. Fountain, and 
owned by Charles Bradley. Not long after the 
close of the season of 1874, Mr. Aiken bought his 
valuable homestead, and settled down to the till- 
ing of the soil and horticultural employments. 

In the year 1872, in Port B^non, N. Y., George 
W. Aiken and Miss Amelia Doud were united in 
marriage. Mrs. Aiken is a native of New York, 
and a daughter of well-known and highly re- 
spected citizens of that State, under whose guid- 
ance she arrived at adult age an intelligent and 
industrious young woman, well fitted to undertake 
the experiences and vicissitudes of life. She re- 
ceived her education in the excellent schools of 
her native State, and in early womanhood re- 
moved witli her husband to the farther West, lo- 
cating in Michigan. The pleasant home of our 
subject and his estimable wife has been brightened 
by the birth of two children, a son and a daugh- 
ter. Jessie was born in 1874, and Edward Doud 
in 1886. The daughter, now in the dawn of 
womanhood, has received superior educational ad- 
vantages and is a social favorite among a large 
circle of friends. 

Mr. Aiken has long been a valued member of 
the Unitarian Church in Grand Haven, and is a 
liberal giver in behalf of benevolent enterprise. 
He is fraternally associated with the Masons, and 
has for many years been connected with that hon- 
ored order. Politically a Republican, he is an ar- 
dent advocate of the party, but has never been an 
otfice-seeker nor has he any desire for public posi- 
tion. He is ever ready to extend aid in all matters 
of local enterprise, and is intimately associated with 
the growth and upward progress of the vital in- 
terests of his home localitv. 
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Vij^ALTER I. LILLIE, one of the promising 
/ll young attorneys of Grand Haven, is a 
{/ man possessed of superior mental endow- 
ments, strengthened and enriched by the highest 
culture. His mind is clear, concise, analytical and 
well poised, and he impresses one at once as a man 



of great strength, depth and grasp of mind. The 
most abstruse and complicated subjects are handled 
with ease and grace, and made perceptible and 
plain to the most ordinary understanding. Ueis 
of a socal, genial disposition and has a large share 
of those traits of character that go to make up a 
popular citizen. His professional career has been 
a success and he is regarded as one of the leading 
3'oung attorneys of the city. Ho is a native of 
this county, born in Talhnage Township October 9, 
1855, and the people have had every opportunity 
to judge of his character and qualifications, for 
he has resided here the principal part of his life. 

Joel B. and Sarah (Augur) Lillie, the parents of 
our subject, were natives of the State of New 
York, where the father followed agricultural pur- 
suits for a livelihood. The grandfather, Cyrus 
Lillie, was of Scotch descent, and the Augur family 
was of Scotch-Danish origin. In 1845 the father 
of our subject became convinced he could better 
his condition by a change of location, and he made 
his way to Michigan and located in Ottawa 
County. He still resides in this county and makes 
his home at Coopersville, where he is highly es- 
teejped. His career presents an example of indus- 
try, perseverance and good management, rewarded 
by substantial results, well worthy the imitation 
of all. His children, five in number, two sons and 
three daughters, were in the order of their births 
as follows: Edith, wife of J. W. Park; Walter 
I.; Colon C; P2mma E., who now resides in Los 
Angeles, Cal.; and Anna M., wife of William E 
Baxter, who also resides in Los Angeles, Cal. 

Walter L Lillie, the second in order of birth of 
the above-mentioned children, grew to manhoo^.^ 
on his father's farm and received his primary edi 
cation in the district schools. When twenty-oi 
years of age he entered the Agricultural Colk 
at Lansing, Mich., and was actively engaged 
his studies in that institution for four yeaK:. 
From there he came to Grand Haven and read 
with George A. P^arr, being admitted to the Bar 
Grand Haven in November, 1884. Thefollowr 
winter he taught school, and during that time 
sued his legal studies, afterwards entering — jgp^ 
office of Mr. Farr, where he remained two yeara^ ^ 
the fall of 1886 he was elected Prosecuting A /^<^r. 
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ship, and has with fidelity occupied this respon- 
sible position continuously since, with the ex- 
ception of two 3'ears. Intimately associated with 
the rapid progress and upward growth of his 
township and county, our subject is widely known 
and highly esteemed as a neighbor, friend and lib- 
eral citizen, ever ready to aid in all matters of lo- 
cal enterprise or mutual welfare. 
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LBRIDGE G. ROTE is President of the 
Lakeside Iron Company, which owns one 
of the leading industries of Muskegon, 
Mich. He is a native of the Empire State, his 
birth having occurred in Columbia County, N. Y., 
September 6, 1844. He traces his descent from 
ancestors who came from Germany to America in 
Colonial days. His parents, Matthias and Eliza- 
beth (Wyng) Rote, were both natives of New 
York, and there spent their entire lives, the father 
following the occupation of farming in order to 
provide for the wants of himself and family. 
There were three children, of whom our subject is 
the youngest. 

Mr. Rote spent his bojiiood days in Ashtabula, 
Ohio, and attended its public schools, acquiring a 
good English education. At the age of twenty he 
began learning the machinist's trade in Ashtabula, 
and in 1866 went to East Saginaw, Mich., where he 
was further instructed in the business. In 1868 
we find him in Bay City, Mich., where he estab- 
lished the Bay City Iron Works, which were 
owned by an incorporated company, of which Mr. 
Rote was Treasurer for fifteen years. The concern 
was placed on a firm financial basis and did a good 
business. In 1884 he came to Muskegon, where 
he has since made his home. The same year he 
organized the Lakeside Iron Compan}-, of which 
David Barnes became the first President, while he 
served as Secretary of the company. In 1885, how- 
ever, he succeeded Mr. Barnes in the Presidency, 
and has filled that office up to the present time, 
while C. S. Clover is now serving as Secretary and 



Treasurer. The works are located on Western 
Avenue, and employment is furnished to about 
twenty men, who are engaged in the manufacture 
of heavy machinery. They manufacture a steam 
log-loader and are making extensive sales of this 
throughout the West. 

In 1873 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. 
Rote and Miss Agnes Brown, of Bay City, Mich., 
a daughter of John Brown, a native of Scotland. 
Their union has been blessed with four children, 
three sons and a daughter: Robert Justin, a ma- 
chinist; Charles Winfield, Archie Ray and Beulah 
Agnes, who complete the family. The family 
residence is at No. 190 Western Avenue. The 
household is the abode of hospitality and its mem- 
bers rank high in social circles. 

Besides his home and business, Mr. Rote also 
owns a good farm in Muskegon County. His soo- 
cess in life is all due to his own efforts, for he 
started out empty-handed and has steadily worked 
his way upward to a position of affluence, over- 
coming the difficulties and ostacles in his path by 
untiring labor, perseverance and a strong deter- 
mination to succeed. The Democratic party finds 
in him a supporter, but he has never been an office- 
seeker. He belongs to Bay City Lodge, A. F. k 
A. M., to the Order of the Eastern Star, and to 
Muskegon Lodge, A. O. U. W. 
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UJLLIAM H. POTTER, a skilled workman 
and the efficient foreman of the boiler 
., ^ department of the Chicago <fe West Michi- 
gan Railroad shops, Muskegon, Mich., has en- 
joyed a wide experience in bis present line of 
business, and in the various responsible positions 
which he has held has given faithful and practical 
service. Bom in Brockville, Canada, December 20, 
1865, our subject is the son of George A. Potter, 
a native of England and the descendant of a l<Hig 
line of British ancestors who, by their diligent in- 
dustry and intelligent enterprise, have self-reli- 
antly won their upward way to honored and use- 
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erected a large and substantial residence, built in a 
modern style of architecture and supplied with 
all conveniences and improvements. 

In 1849, ere leaving the Fatherland, our subject 
was united in marriage wi4;h Miss Bertha Vannif- 
trik, a genial and intelligent lad}', also a native of 
Holland. Unto them have been born six children: 
Mary, wife of Mat Hopper; Anna, a leading dress- 
maker, who carries on quite an establishment in 
that line; Mattie, at home; Harry, who is manager 
of the Muskegon Hardware Compan}' and a stock- 
holder in the same; Jennie, wife of Hon. O. B. 
Fuller, Representative from the Upper Peninsula; 
and Minnie, wife of John H. Moore, a lumber in- 
spector. They also have six grandchildren. 

In politics, Mr. Vanzalingen is a Democrat, and 
has been honored with a number of positions of 
public trust. He served ten 3- ears as County Sur- 
veyor of Muskegon County, and was also Cit}- 
Surveyor of Big Rapids. Himself and wife arc 
members of the Congregational Church, and are 
worthy people of the community, who have a wide 
circle of friends and acquaintances. 
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ERMANN LANGE, the energetic and pop- 
ular manager of the Lange Transfer Coni- 
"^ panjs of Muskegon, Mich., has for nearly 
two-score 3'ears been identified with the 
leading interests of his home city, and during this 
length of time has occupied a prominent position 
as an able business man and enterprising citizen. 
Our subject, a native of Prussia, was born in Bee- 
skow, March 14, 1825. His father, William, born, 
reared and educated in the Old Country, there 
spent his entire life, and amid the scenes of his 
childhood attained to mature years, and after a 
long career of industrious usefulness passed awa}- 
in (Germany in 1837, mourned by many friends 
and relatives. The mother, Wilhclmina (Schmidt) 
Lange, also a native of Prussia and a woman of 
excellent ability and upright character, survived 



her husband, who died when our subject was only 
a lad twelve yeare of age. The father, by occu- 
pation a brewer, left his family well provided for, 
and during his boyhood Hermann attended the ex- 
cellent public schools of the Fatherland. Oursub- 
jcct was the fifth of the seven sons who with their 
cheerful presence brightened the home of the par- 
ents. The children were trained bv their wise and 
prudent mother to habits of industrious thrift, and 
grew up intelligent and self-reliant. 

Hermann Lange, remaining to adult age in bis 
native land, well improved the opportunities o( 
instruction he received, and when nineteen veats 
of age, in 1844, journeyed to France, and, enlist- 
ing in the French array, served with coui*age lor 
some five years. From 1849 variously employed 
until 1853, our subject at the latter period of 
time, then twenty-eight years old, finally* resolved 
to try his fortunes in America, and, embarking 
from the nearest seaport, in safety crossed the 
broad Atlantic and was landed in Boston, from 
which city he proceeded directly to Buffalo, later 
making his home in Cleveland, Ohio. The succeed- 
ing year, 1854, Mr. Lange removed to Michigan 
and settled permanently in Muskegon, where for 
fifteen continuous years he engaged in the saw- 
mill business. A man of excellent habits and a 
<r()od financial manager, he prospered, but later 
changed his emplo3'ment, and has since 1869 suc- 
cessfully conducted a draying and transfer busi- 
ness, which, established for nearly- a quarter of a 
century, enjoys the custom of a large trade. The 
handsome home of Mr. Lange, No. 84 Terrace 
Street, one of the most desirable residence streets 
of Muskegon, is well known to a wide circle of 
old-time friends. 

In 1861, Hermann Lange and Miss Henrietta 
Lange were united in marriage, receiving the con- 
gratulations of a large acquaintance. The union 
of our subject and his estimable wife has been 
blessed b}' the birth of an intelligent family of 
five children, three daughters and two sons. The 
brothers and sisters are in the order of their birth, 
Emma, Minnie, Robert, James and Clara. The en- 
tire family occupy positions of usefulness and 
socially enjoy the esteem of all who know thera. 
The sons and daughters, receiving excellent edu- 
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of feeding the masses. In sueli connection we 
make due reference to the popular j^rocery of 
Bastian Steketee, in Holland, Mich. This pop- 
ular business man carries a fine line of dry goods, 
groceries, crockery, etc., and the prices are such 
that no house can surpass him with the same qual- 
ity of goods. The business is conducted with 
vigor and push, and patrons arc afforded prompt 
and courteous service, while the stock is continu- 
ally being replenished and kept choice and 
attractive. 

Mr. Steketee was born in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
February 9, 1855, and was one of fifteen children 
born to John and Maria (Fraanje) Steketee, both 
natives of Holland, but the father of German 
extraction, and the mother of French descent. 
The father followed the occupation of a con- 
tractor in his native country, and there re- 
mained until 1847, when he and his wife and nine 
children crossed the ocean to America. The}' 
located in Holland, Mich., but subsequently moved 
to Zeeland, where the father bought a farm and 
entered actively upon his career as a tiller of the 
soil. In 1853 he sold out and moved to Grand 
Rapids, where he was engaged in business until 
1858, and then came to Ottawa County, Mich., set- 
tling at Georgetown. From there he moved to 
Holland, this State, and there his death occurred 
in 1878. The mother followed him to the grave 
the following year. Both were devoted members 
of the Reformed Church, and people well liked 
wherever they made their home. A strange 
thing connected with this family is that all the 
children, fifteen in number, are now living, are 
married and have families. 

The scholastic training of our subject was 
received in the old log schoolhousc of pioneer 
days, and when thirteen years of age he began 
clerking in a store in Holland, Mich., and wjis thus 
engaged for fourteen years, or until 1883, when he 
embarked in business with his brother Peter. 
Five years later he bought out his brother and has 
since continued the business alone. He started 
with a capital of $1800, and now has one of the 
largest groceries in the city. His store is very 
tastefully fitted up, admirably arranged and well 
stocked with everything kept in a firet-class gro- 



cery. Five clerks are engaged, and every courtesy 
is extended the customers. 

In the year 1876; Mr. Steketee was happily 
married to Miss Ida E. Vanpell, a daughter 
of Herman Vanpell, who came to this country 
from the Netherlands at an early date. Seven 
children have been born to this union, all now 
living, and the eldest sixteen yeai*s of age. In po- 
litical views Mr. Steketee is a decided Republican, 
and in religion he is a member of the First Reformed 
Church, in which he is Deacon, having held that 
position for about eight years. He is interested 
in Sunday-school work and has taught a class for 
about twenty-two years. 
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^' ACOB BAAR. It is impossible to place too 
high an estimate on the importance of the 
real-estate business in comparison with the 
various other elements of ccmmercial and 
financial value; certainly none other rests upon a 
more conservative and highl}^ hone able basis as 
regards methods and transactions. There are num- 
erous |)ersons who pursue the occupation of real- 
estate agents with credit and success, and earn a 
well-merited reputation for the conscientious and 
efficient manner with which they conduct affairs 
intrusted to their charge. Among tbose of this 
class may be mentioned Jacob Baar, .ho is well 
known in Grand Haven, for he has resided here 
many years and has ever been identifit i with the 
improvement and upbuilding of the city. He is 
now engaged in the real-estate and loan business, 
and by his straightforward manner of conducting 
affaii*s commands the respect of all. 

Mr. Baar was born in the then village of Grand 
Haven, May 16, 1859, to the union of Simon and 
Helena (Yonker) Baar, both natives of the Nether- 
lands. In 1854 the parents emigrated to the United 
States with the hope of making a home for them- 
selves in ''the land of the free and the home of the 
brave.** They first settled in Chicago, but moved 
from there to Kalamazoo, and in 1857 came to 
Grand Haven, Mich., where they have since re- 
sided. Our subject, the third in order of birth of 
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public schools. The pleasant family residence is 
desirably located at No. 150 Amity Street. Our 
subject is politically a strong Democrat and an ar- 
dent advocate of the "Party of the People." Dur- 
ing his long residence in Muskegon he has been 
identified with the promotion of various public 
enterprises and is widely known as a man of lib- 
eral spirit and progressive ideas. A sincere friend 
and kind neighbor, ever generous to those less 
fortunate than himself, he is one of the most pop- 
ular citizens of Muskegon and possesses the high 
regard of a host of friends. 
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J n AMES P. FALLON. There is nothing 
I which adds so much to the safety and se- 
I curity of the people of a town or city as an 
' active, well-trained, vigilant and excel- 
lently equipped fire department. The history of 
the measures for fire prevention in Muskegon is 
an interesting one, for the handy wooden bucket 
and the nimble feet of such as would h^lp com- 
posed the equipments of the early residents. 
James P. Fallon, who is Chief of the fire depart- 
ment in Muskegon, is a practical and first-class 
engineer, and one who thoroughly understands 
his business. He is a native of the Nutmeg State, 
born in the southwestern part June 12, 1859, and 
the son of Patrick and Sabina (Caughlin) Fallon, 
both natives of the Green Isle of Erin. 

The parents were brought to America when chil- 
dren and settled in Hartford, Conn., where the}' 
grew to mature years and married. The father 
dealt quite extensively in live stock, and after re- 
siding there for some years moved to Menomo- 
nee, Wis., where the parents live at the present 
time. Their union was blessed by the birth of 
nine children, four sons and five daughters. Our 
subject removed with his parents to Wisconsin in 
1874, and assisted his father to cultivate and im- 
prove one hundred and twenty acres of good land. 
While residing with his parents in Connecticut, 
he received a fair education in the common 



schools, and by observation he has since iD< 
that until he is now one of the best-posted 
men in Muskegon. 

Our subject left the farm in 1876, and 
working for Plankinton <fe Armour, ren 
with that company for two yeara. In 1 
made his advent into the city of Muskegon, 
was in the autumn, and he was with the M 
Company, in this city, for three yeai*s. He the 
with the Booming Company, and remained tl 
months, and in July, 1879, L>ecame driver 
fire department at No. 1 engine house. 1 
then made Captain of the fire departmei 
filled that position three j'ears, after which 
appointed Chief Engineer and Fire Marsh 
5, 1887, holding the former position at the 
time. He thoroughly understands his b' 
and is one of the most efiScient officers t 
has ever had. 

In February, 1885, Mr. Fallon was man 
Miss Annie L. Tromp, a native of Muskegc 
the daughter of Samuel and Mary (Flaley) ' 
One daughter, Mary H., has been born of t 
ion. Mr. Fallon is a member of several sec 
ganizations and was Count}'^ Delegate of the 
ican Order of Hi hernia us and also Regent 
Royal Arcanum. In 1892 he was elected Vic 
idcnt of the National Association of Fire En| 
lie has a pleasant residence at No. 33 Nort 
Street, and is a popular man in the commu 
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.1^>;AR THOMAS, M. D., an accom] 
general medical practitioner and $ 
fs^ surgeon, whose extended experience i 
ous foreign hospitals and upon the bat 
has well earned him an enviable reputatic 
master of his profession, has for some eight 
successfully practiced in his present localil 
resides at No. 20 East AVebster Avenue, Mus 
Mich. Our subject was born in Bex, Switz< 
April 5, 1852. His father, Louis Thomas, a 
of the same mountainous country, was the 
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is Thomas, and both the father and the paternal 

dfather were reared and educated and died in 

r icinity of their birtliplace, neitlier experiene- 

any desire to leave his native land. De- 



sc^ncied from a long line of sturdy, honest, CJod- 

fe^m^i mg people, they lived out their quiet lives 

annid the beloved and familiar scenes of their 

yoia.t-.li. Our subject received his primary educa- 

tio 1-1. in Switzerland, and, a studious lad, determined 

to 2m»c3quire a profession, and chose that of medicine. 

Ho l^ter enjo\*ed opportunities of instruction in 

fta.vr«%ria and Strasburg, Prussia. He was at one 

ti¥rx^ Assistant Phj^sician in the hospital at Basel, 

S^iv i tzerland, where he remained for two and a- 

lifiLX^" 3''ears, profiting by the supervision of more 

e3K:|^>^rienced physicians and enjoying superior op- 

I>o*.^'t; unities for observation and study. 

II>r. Thomas served for one year in the army of 
i> "v^ri. liizerland, but in 1880 finally resolved to emi- 
gT^^'t-e to America, where after a safe voyage he 
l^^xio^ed in the metropolis of New York, and thence 
p>iroc3ecding to the interior of the Empire State 
p> »-^iL<:2ticed his profession for three years in Sworm- 
v^iH^\ In 1883 our subject, recrossing the ocean, 
i^^'v^isited his native land and indulged in more 
^^^''•^^^aded travel, journeying through Africa and 
*^ cling some time in Algiers. At last return- 
t.o America, Dr. Thomas, January 10, 1885, 
^'**** 'V'cid in Muskegon, since then his permanent 
i'. Opening an office, our subject has from 
time devoted himself without intermission to 
emands of a large practice, in which he has 
especially successful, handling the most com- 
ted diseases with the skill acquired only by 
rience. Aside from the numerous patients 
^^«s within the limits of the city. Dr. Thomas 
^^rsau immense outside territory, his country 
:tice being an important feature of his dail}' 
vxnds. 
Our subject, who is a valued member of the AVest 
"^^Ichigan Medical Association, and likewise a mem- 
^^r of the Muskegon Medical Association, still 
X^reserves his habits of study and scientific research. 
\ie was at one time a member of a German as- 
sociation of physicians and surgeons, and has at 
various times made valuable contributions to the 
diacussions concerning a variety of diseases and 
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their specific treatment. In July. 1889, Dr. 
Thomas was united in marriage with Draier 
Theresia Gerst, a native of (iermany and a lady 
of worth and intelligence. Mrs. Thomas is a 
member of the Catholic Church and, interested 
in religious advancement, is active in good work. 
Our subject is fraternally a member of the Knights 
of the Maccal>ecs and, politically, is a pronounced 
Democrat and a firm believer in the principles 
and platform of the "Party of the People. *' De- 
voted to his professional work. Dr. Thomas has 
neither time nor inclination to enter the political 
field, but is heart and soul a true and loyal Anier- 
ican citizen, interested in lx)th local and national 
Government. 
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\|/„ ON. MARTIN AVAALKES. In reviewing 
the various branches of industrial and 
commercial enteri)nses in the city of Mus- 
■^ kegon, Mich., it is our desire to mention 
in this volume only those houses which are thor- 
oughly representative in the peculiar line of busi- 
ness in which they are engaged. In following 
out this intention we know of no house m the 
city more worthy of special mention than that of 
Martin Waalkes, denier in clothing and gents' 
furnishing goods, and ex-Mayor of Muskegon. In 
clothing he carries a full assortment of the latest 
styles and patterns, suited to every season, and the 
business is conducted in a thoroughly first-class 
manner. He has made a complete success of his 
business, but only by dint of selling the very best 
articles at the very lowest prices. 

Mr. Waalkes was born in the Netherlands, Hol- 
land, March 4, 1851, to the union of John and 
Grietje (Wieringa) Waalkes. The father was a 
carpenter by trade, and followed that occupation 
in his native country until 1866, when he grew 
restive, bad adieu to friends and scenes long loved, 
and pitched the household tent in Muskegon, 
Mich, In this city he followed his business as car- 
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penter and he is well known and respected in the 
community. This worthy couple became the par- 
ents of six children, of whom our subject was the 
eldest. For the most part our subject *s school 
days were passed in his native country, but after 
coming to Muskegon he attended a three-months 
school, where he acquired a fair knowledge of tlie 
English branches. 

After leaving the school room young Waalkes 
began clerking in the grocery store of R. Kief, 
continued with that gentleman several years, and 
then for two years was in a clothing-store. Later, 
he began clerking for Callan & Dratz, clothiers, 
and following this was with H. S. Hensen for four 
yeai*8. During the time he was with the latter 
gentleman he was Alderman of the Third Ward 
in the city of Muskegon. Later, he was elected 
to the office of County Treasurer one term, and 
filled the position in a most satisfactory manner. 
He has held other important positions, among them 
that of Deputy Treasurer for four years, and in 
every instance has discharged the duties in a most 
exemplary manner. Few men have lived more 
quietly and unostentatiousl}' than he, and yet few 
have exerted a more salutary influence upon the 
immediate society in which they move, or im- 
pressed a community with a more profound re- 
liance on their honor, ability and sterling worth. 
His life has not been illustrious with startling or 
striking contrasts; but it has shown bow a laud- 
able ambition may be gratified when accompanied 
by pure motives, perseverance, industry and stead- 
fastness of purpose. 

In 1888 Mr. Waalkes started in business on his 
own account, in partnership with Burt Stuit, 
under the name of Waalkes & Stuit, and has con- 
tinued this until the present time. In 1889 he 
was elected Mayor of the city of Muskegon on the 
Democratic ticket, and served three terms by re- 
election, thus evincing his popularity. For a time 
he was a stockholder and Director in the Muskegon 
Savings Bank. In the year 1872 he was married 
to Miss Trienlje Dik, of Muskegon, and eight chil- 
dren have been given them, six sons and two 
daughters. Politically, he is a Democrat, and, re- 
ligiously, a member of the Christian Reformed 
Church. 
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HARLES A. BROTT, Postmaster at Moor- 
land and one of the founders of this thriy- 
ing little village, was born in Casenovit 
Township, Muskegon County, Mich., on the 24th 
of October, 1858. He is a son of Jeremiah and 
Lodica (Piatt) Brott, natives of New York, who 
migrated to Michigan in 1845 and settled on a firm 
in Polkton Township, Ottawa County. Thenoe,in 
1857, they removed to Casenovia, Mn^egoii 
County, where they have since resided. The father, 
who is a farmer by occupation, is a man possesnng 
sterling qualities of mind and heart, and is highly 
regarded by the people of his community. 

The subject of this sketch is the youngest of 
eight childi-en, six of whom are now living. He 
received the advantages of a common-school edu- 
cation, and at the age of twenty-three began in 
business for himself. Having learned the trade of 
a carpenter, he followed that occupation for five 
years, and then embarked in the mercantile busi- 
ness, purchasing the stock of Jacob D. Hart, of 
Canada Corners, Caseno via Township. Two years 
later he sold his business interests at that place to 
Hiram Thompson, and removed to Moorland Town- 
ship, where he purchased forty acres, part of which 
is the present site of the village of Moorland. 
He aided in platting the town, and the Toledo 
Saginaw & Muskegon Railroad having been com- 
pleted in 1888, he built astore and put in a general 
stock of merchandise. 

Soon after commencing in this enterprise, Mr. 
Brott met with a very serious accident, causing the 
death of his eldest child and the loss of the greater 
portion of his stock of goods. The accident was 
due to the carelessness of a hunter, whose gun was 
discharged into a large keg of powder, prt^dncing 
a terrible explosion and demolishing the entire 
front portion of the building. This misfortane 
so nearly disheartened Mr. Brott that it was only 
through the encouragement of his friends that he 
re-engaged in business at this place. Notwithstand- 
ing his reverses, he is now on a substantial footing 
financially and is one of the most prosperous men 
of the town. He is the present Postmaster at 
Moorland, having been appointed to that office in 
1891, previous to which time he had been Deputy. 

May 10, 1879, Mr. Brott was united in marriage 
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reasonably successful from a business standpoint, 
and is now possessed of a comfortable competence. 
His business qualities are of that class that suc- 
ceed by steady industry, persevering; toil and in- 
corruptible Jionesty. He is generous in disposi- 
tion and genial in manners, and as a natural con- 
sequence has a host of friends. 
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^f AME8 CAVANAIKJH, a prominent builder 
and contractor of Muskegon, Mich., is a 
veteran of the late Civil War and has occu- 
l^^ pied with distinguished ability various im- 
portant positions of trust in his honie cit}-. Born 
in Grand Manan, in the B.iy of Fuiidy, Province 
of New Brunswick, on the 27th of November, 
1832, our subject was the son of William and 
Nancy N. (Starr) Cavanaugh, both natives of 
County Tyrone, Ireland, from which locality the 
father emigrated to New Brunswick, settling in 
St. John in 1826. The mother, attaining to adult 
age iu the Old Countr\', later jouriieyed to New- 
Brunswick, where she marrie(i and became the 
mother of thirteen children, of whom James was 
the third in order of birth. While ^et a little lad, 
five years of age, Mr. Cavanaugh with his parents 
removed to New York City, where in early child- 
hood he attended the common schools and re- 
ceived his primary education. Apprenticed at 
til ir teen years of age to a morocco manufacturer, 
our subject ])assed seven years of his life in ac- 
qiiiiing tiie details of a trade in which he became 
an ticknowledged expert and a craftsman of more 
tha:i ordinaiy skill. He perfected a system for the 
tanning and dressing of lambskins and the man- 
ufacturing of white kid gloves, and brought both 
art and science to bear upon the complicated bus- 
iness. 

In 1851 Mr. Cavanaugh made his home in De- 
troit and on account of his health abandoned his 
former occupation and engaged in business as a 
carpenter and sliip-joiner, remaining in this line of 



work until 1857,when he removed to Grand Rapids. 
In 1861, answering to the call of the Government, 
our subject enlisted at Grand Rapids in Company 
A, Third Michigan Infantry, which company wis 
originally the old Valley City Guards. The reg- 
iment was under Col. Daniel McConnell, and the 
commander of the brigade was Gen. Richardson. 
Mr. Cavanaugh was Sergeant of the skirmishers who 
fired the first shot in the first battle of Bull Run, 
and after remaining one year in the Army of the 
Potomac received his commission as Captain o( 
Company B, Twenty-first Michigan Infantry, &nd 
served with courage at the battles of Perr^'villeand 
Stone River, also engaging in numerous skirmishes; 
but in 1863,onaccountof failing health, was forced 
to resign and returned to his former home. Not 
long after our subject received his appointment as 
Assistant Provost-Marshal of Grand Rapids, but 
in 1865 came to Muskegon, where he formed a 
partnership with I). Kelley and P. A. Ducey, under 
the firm name of Kelley <fc Co., manufacturers of 
sash, doors and blinds. In 1878 Mr. Cavanaugh 
sold out his interest in the business and has since 
been variously emplo^'cd. « 

In 1869, organizing a (irc department in Mus- 
kegon, our subject remained its active head until 
1880, when he resigned the responsible position. In 
1875, upon the completion of the water works, be 
was appointed Superintendent of the same and re- 
mained in full charge until 1882, when he resigned 
and for a time engaged in the sawmilling busi- 
ness. For three years Mr. Cavanaugh was the effi- 
cient Superintendent of the Monroe Manufactur- 
ing Company, and throughout his < areer has in his 
private and public work given great 8atisfacticai 
to all parties interested, being widely known as a 
thoroughly pmctical and honored man of business. 

In 1856 were united in marriage James Cava- 
naugh and Miss Anna L. Nolan, a native of Ma- 
comb County, Mich., and a daughter of P. U. No- 
lan. Eight children, five sons and three daugh- 
ters, have blessed the union of our subject and 
his excellent wife. The brothers and sisters are 
in the order of their birth: May V.; Lizzie J.; 
AVillinm S., of Muskegon; Katie, the wife of P. 
Talley, of Chicago; Charles, living in Menominee, 
Mich.; Frank I., a student at college in Sandwich, 
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member of the Board of School Examiners and 
was the Prosecuting Attorney of Schoolcraft. Fra- 
ternally associated with the Knights of P3'thia8, 
and also a member of tlie Maccabees, our subject 
numbers many stanch friends among those or- 
ders. Politically an ardent Republican, he takes a 
leading place in tlie local councils of his party 
and, financially prosperous, has before him the 
prospect of a bright career, and into his future 
work of life carries the hearty good wishes of all 
who know him. Mr. Clark resides in a pleasant 
part of Muskegon, making liis home at No. 133 
Lake Street. 





ORNELIUS VAN DOOKNE, a highly-es- 
teemed citizen and representative general 
agriculturist residing upon a valuable home- 
stead in (irand Haven Township, Ottawa Coun- 
ty, has for many years been iden titled with the 
growth and advancement of his nei<rhborhood, and 
is widely known as a man of sterling integrity 
of character. His parents came to this country 
with their family in 1851, and, locating at Grand 
Island, near Niagara Falls, for three years lived 
in that beautiful region of the Empire State. 
Deciding that the Weit offered greater opportu- 
nities, the father, Martin us Van Doorne, brought 
his family to (jrand Haven, Mich., and remained 
here about six months. He then located about 
four miles south of Grand Haven, upon a farm 
which he had previously purchased, and which 
couaiited of one hundred and twenty acres, situ- 
ated in the dense woods. Hard work was re- 
quired to clear the land before the soil could be 
brought under profitable cultivation. The father, 
a man of high ability and excellent attainments, 
passed away in 1882, mourned by many friends. 
Born in the Netherlands in 1842, our subject 
was but nine years of age when he accompanied 
his parents, brothers and sistei-s across the broad 
Atlantic to America, and was only a trifle more 
than twelve years of age when he came to the 



farm in the dense wood. He never went to school 
a day in his life, but learned to read and write 
through his own unaided exertions, and is a 
well-informed man. In the year 1866 Cornelius 
Van Doorne and Miss Anneke Ver Wy were 
united in marriage. Mrs. Van Doorne was bon 
in the Old Country and was a mere child whea, 
in company with the other members of the fam- 
ily, she embarked for America. Her parents set- 
tled on Grand Island in 1852, and two years later, 
in company with other emigrants from their biith- 
place, journeyed from New York to Grand Havvai 
near which city they made their permanent hoaw. 
There the estimable wife of our subject reoeiTcd 
her education in the district schools. 

The union of Mr. and Mrs. Van Doorne resulted 
in the birth of fifteen children, ten of whom are 
now living: Martinus C, Cornelius J., Marines .S. 
C, John C. Anneke C, Dirk, Margje, Cornelia, An- 
nas and Peter. The children are unmarried and 
all reside with their parents with the exception of 
Martinus and Marines. Of the eighty acres com- 
prising the valuable homestead owned by our sub- 
ject, forty-five are now under a high state of cul- 
tivation and annually yield an abundant harvest 
of rye, potatoes and corn, and a large variety of 
fruits. The farm is improved with a substantial 
dwelling and commodious barns and sheds, and is 
the abodii of thrift and plenty. Mr. Van Doorne 
and his family commune with the First Dutch Re- 
formed Church. Politically connected with the 
People's party, he is well posted concerning the 
cuirent topics of the day, and has for a number 
of yeai*s efificiently served as Highway Commi^> 
sioner of Grand Haven Township. 
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N.-KENNEY, an enterprising agrictiltur- 
ist, conducts a valuable and highly>im- 
proved farm located upon section 2, Hol- 
^) ton Township, Muskegon County. For a 
score of years he has aided in the development of 
the State, and through his own self-reliant ef- 
forts has achieved a comfortable competence. A 
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native of the £mpire State, our subject was born 
in Essex County in 1830, and is a son of Asa and 
Lueinda (Heald) Kenuey, long-time residents of 
New York State, the mother being a native of Es- 
sex County. The maternal grandfather, by birth 
an Englishman, early emigrated to America and 
reared his family in the State of New York. 

Asa Kenney was a son of Josiah Kenney, who 
with his wife and family made his early home in 
New England, but passed the latter years of his 
life in the Empire State, where he was well known 
as a man of ability and sterling integrity of cliar- 
acter. Throughout his entire life he followed the 
occupation of a tiller of the soil. He was identi- 
fied with all the local enterprises and progressive 
movements of his locality, and was also an aid in 
the extension of religious work, from his 3'outh 
being a devout member of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church. The sons and daughters who blessed 
the home of Grandfather Kenney were: Amos; 
Adden; Asa F., father of our subject; Mannda, 
wife of James Heald; Anna, who married Asa 
Saunders; Lyda, wife of Isaac Williams; and El- 
thius, all of whom are now deceased. 

Asa F. Kenuey was born amid the Green Moun- 
tains of Vermont, in Cavendish County, and re- 
ceived a limited education in the schools of his 
birthplace. He was reared upon a New England 
farm and was thoroughly at home in the details 
of agricultural work. At nineteen years of age 
be removed to Essex County, N. Y., and there 
bought two hundred acres of wild land. He en- 
gaged in distilling when a youug man, and through 
the profits of that business paid for his farm, which 
he brought to a high state of improvement. In 
the Empire State he married a daughter of James 
Heald, and upon the broad acres where he spent 
the greater part of his life he reared to mature age 
ten children, nine of whom are yet surviving. 
He was a man of indomitable will and courage, 
and after making his home in New York took an 
active part in the War of 1812, afterward receiv- 
ing a land grant from the Government. He and 
his wife were active Christian workei^ and valued 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Po- 
litically, he was an ardent Jackson ian Democrat, 
and a firm advocate of his party. He passed away 



at the age of three-score years and ten, his wife 
surviving until eight}' yeai-s of age. 

The sons and daughters of Asa F. Kenney were, 
in order of their birth: Chittenden, Frederick, 
David, Ransome N., Adoniram, Adeline (who 
died at the age of seventy years), Caroline, Nour- 
sisa, Lourancy and Luream. At the age of twenty 
our subject began life for himself, and first en- 
gaged in teaming and later in farming. For eigh- 
teen years he remained in the employ of others. 
About two-score years ago, in Essex Countj', N. Y., 
were united in marriage R. N. Kenney and Miss 
Rosetta, daughter of Thomas and Harriet Combs. 
Unto this union were born six sons and daughters: 
Harriet, wife of John Wooley; Mary A., wife of 
Amba Tripp; Ida, wife of O. W. Ston; AUington, 
residing in Scottville, Mich.; Arthur, at home; 
and Bertha, an artist, in Wisconsin. 

In 1873 our subject located in Muskegon, Mich., 
after having spent four years in Oceana County. 
Entering eighty acres of Government land, he 
settled in tlie heart of the woods (mostly hem- 
lock) and has himself improved seventy acres, all 
under fine cultivation, the homestead presenting 
a scene of thrift and plenty. He and his wife are 
valued members of the Baptist Church, and are 
ever ready to aid in the good work and religious 
enterprises of their denomination. Politically a 
Prohibitionist, our subject is a strong temperance 
man, and in all the relations of life may be found 
upon the side of right and justice. Self-reliantly 
has he won his way to a comfortable competence, 
and to-day receives the high regard and confidence 
due him as a self-made man and liberal-spirited 
citizen. 




OHN W. BARNS, of The Bryce, Barns & 
Green Manufacturing Company, of Grand 
Haven, is a wide-awake and enterprising 
young business man, who has the honor of 
being a native of the citj' which is still his home, 
his birth having here occurred in 1862. His fa- 
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ther, John W. BarDS, was a native of Vermont, 
and became one of tlie early settlers of Grand 
Haven, where he resided until called to the home 
beyond, in 1892. In polities, he was a Democrat 
and took quite an active interest in political and 
public affaii-s. He served as Alderman of the city 
for several years and was also a member of the 
School Board, lie long held membership with the 
Odd Fellows' Society and was widely and favor- 
ably known in this localit}'. He married Ruth C. 
Breau, a native of New York, and a daughter of 
Peter Breau, who was born in France. She is still 
residing in Grand Haven. The ancestors of the 
Barns family came from Scotland. 

Our subject has spent almost his entire life in 
this city. His boyhood days were passed midst 
play and work, and in the common schools he ac- 
quired a liberal education. At the age of twenty- 
one he made a contract to furnish cooperage stock 
for the firm of Kilbourn tfe Co., of Grand Haven, 
and continued in that line of business for a period 
of seven years, on the expiration Of which he 
abandoned it in order to turn his attention to 
other pursuits. 

In 1884 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. 
Barns and Miss Lillie Stone, a lady of culture and 
refinement, who is a native of Ohio, and a daugh- 
ter of George W. Stone. Their union has been 
blessed with two children, a son and a daughter, 
Florence and Kenneth. The Barns home is a 
hospitable one, and our subject and his wife rank 
hiffh in social circles where true worth and intelli- 
gencc are received as the passports into good 
society. 

After discontinuing his connection with Kil- 
bourn & Co., Mr. Barns formed a partnership with 
M. L. Green and Mr. Bryce, and established the 
present business, under the firm name of The Bryce, 
Barns <fe Green Manufacturing Company. Our 
subject is now superintendent of the works. They 
do a general plan ing-m ill business, manufacture 
all kinds of woodwork for interior finishing, 
stairs, etc., and also manufacture sash, dooi^s and 
blinds. The mill is equipped with all the latest 
improved machinery for work in this line and has 
a capacity of forty thousand feet of lumber per 
day. Employment is furnished to ten men 



throughout the year, and the business, which is 
constantly increasing, is now in a flourishing con- 
dition under the able management of Mr. Bams. 
He is a man of excellent business and executive 
ability, pays careful attention to all details, and is 
sagacious and far-sighted. He is strictly honor- 
able in all dealings, and the confidence and re- 
gard of the community are his in a high degree. In 
politics, he is a supporter of the Democracy, but 
has never been an aspirant for ollicial preferment 
Socially, he is a member of the Order of Red Men, 
belonging to Highland Camp No. 203, Maccabees. 
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AVID McLaughlin, deceased, since 
1864 a prominent citizen of Muskegon, 
Mich., for fourteen years the efficient 
County Clerk and Register of Deeds, and 
later prosperously conducting a law and real-estate 
bui?iness, entered into rest in 1891, mourned by 
his fellow-citizens as a public loss, and highly re- 
spected by all who enjoyed the pleasure of his 
acquaintance. A man of executive ability', clear 
judgment and upright character, our subject 
identided himself with all the growing interests of 
his home locality, and took an active part in 
local, county, State and national politics. Two 
years have passed since his untimely demise, and 
to-day his memory is as fragrant in the hearts of 
his friends as though he had passed away but 
yesterday. Mr. McLaughlin, a native of Scotland, 
was born in Fldinborough County in the year 1830, 
and was in the full vigor of manhood, mentally 
and physically, at the time of his death, transact- 
ing business with the energetic ambition of youth. 
His father, William, was a Scotch farmer, who, with 
industrious prudence tilling the soil of his native 
land, there remained content throughout his un- 
eventful career. 

The mother of our subject, Agnes (Brown) 
McLaughlin, born, educated and married in Scot- 
land, was the descendant of a long line of sturdy 
ancestors, who throve amid the hills of oldScotit. 
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David McLaughliD received his education in Uie 
common schools of his birthplace. lie early as- 
sisted his father in the round of farming duties, 
and while only a lad gained an extended knowl- 
edge of agricultural pureuits. Having arrived at 
his majority an ambitious and enterprising young 
man, with a desire to mingle with the outside 
world and try his fortunes in a broader field of 
action, our subject resolved to emigrate to the 
United States. Bidding farewell to the friends 
and scenes of childhood, he in 1851 crossed the 
Atlantic and, arriving safely in the United States, 
journeyed to Illinois and settled in Cass County. 
Engaging in general merchandising and meeting 
with unexpected success, he continued to there 
prosperousl}^ handle a variety of goods for the 
succeeding twelve years. In 1864, removing to 
Muskegon, Mr. McLaughlin here entered into 
mercantile business, and for seveial years managed 
an extended business, commanding not only a 
good city trade, but also .en joying a custom reach- 
ing out into the surrounding country. 

When elected to the position of County Clerk 
and Register of Deeds, he retired from merchandis- 
ing and devoted himself with faithful ability to 
his public work. In the mean time studying law, 
our subject was later admitted to the Bar and, an 
eloquent advocate and an expert in real-estate 
values, prosperously combined the two lines of 
business up to the time when he was stricken by 
mortal illness. Jn 1853 David McLaughlin and 
Miss Isabella Campbell, a native of Scotland and a 
daughter of Blair and Isabella (Grey) Campbell, 
were united in marriage. Five sons blessed the 
union of our subject and his estimable wife, four 
of whom are now living. William B. is Cashier of 
the Union Bank of Muskegon; David C. resides in 
Park City, Utah; James C. is a lawyer and resident 
of Muskegon; Prof. A. C. McLaughlin, who is the 
3'oungest-born, resides in Ann Arbor. John died at 
the age of about fourteen. Mrs. McLaughlin, a lady 
of native worth and broad intelligence, continues to 
reside in her pleasant home at No. 185 Terrace 
• Street. Our subject was a leader in the local and 
State councils of the Republican party, occupied 
with honor for twenty-five years a position as mem- 
ber of the School Board, and during the quarter of a 



century directed his earnest efforts to educational 
advancement and the promotion of higher grades 
of scholarship and instruction in the schools of 
Muskegon. A man of high principle and sterling 
integrity of character, David McLaughlin be- 
queathed to his children as a precious legacy the 
remembrance of his spotless career as a friend and 
citizen, true to every duty of life arid steadfast 
for right and justice. 
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JAMES E. BALKEMA. As a conspicuous 
example of success in business pursuits in 
! North Muskegon, the establishment of Mr. 
^ Balkema presents a most notable instance, 

its business having steadily expanded from year 
to 3'ear from its inception until the present time 
(1893). It is without exception the largest and 
most complete establishment of the city, and its 
annual sales average from ^25,000 to $37,000. Mr. 
Balkema is a thorough business man, and sui)er- 
vises all the details with a perfect sj'stem, and 
deals with all upon accurate, reliable and honor- 
able methods. 

A native of the province of Groningen, Holland, 
our subject was born October 5, 1856, being the 
son of Edward B. Balkema, who died at the early 
age of thirty-eight years. Our subject's mother, 
whose maiden name was Elsa Kraai, was also born 
in Holland, and after the death of Mr. Balkema 
she married John Dyke. James was the eldest of 
three sons, and was a lad of nine yeai's when he 
accompanied his mother and stepfather to Amer- 
ica, locating with them in Grand Haven, Mich. 
Prior to leaving Holland, he had attended the 
schools of that country and gained a good knowl- 
edge of the Dutch language, which he uses fluent- 
ly. For a time after settling in Grand Haven, he 
conducted his studies in the common schools and 
there roasterefi the English language. 

At the age of fourteen, the subject of this sketch 
commenced to work in a sawmill at Grand Haven, 
entering the employ of the firm of Boyden <fe Ack- 
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ley, with whom he remained for twelve years. He 
carefully saved his earnings until he had a cash 
capital of 1500, with which he embarked in the 
general mercantile business at Grand Haven. From 
the first his efforts were successful, and as he was 
the possessor of excellent business qualifications, 
he was prospered in his enterprises. After having 
conducted his store for five years, he sold his in- 
terest to his partner, clearing 12,000 in the trans- 
action. 

In 1886 Mr. Balkema entered the general mer- 
cantile business at North Muskegon, and now oc- 
cupies a position among the most successful mer- 
chants of the county. Although bis business calls 
for his close attention, he nevertheless finds time 
for public affairs, and, as a Democrat, takes a 
prominent part in local politics. He has served 
acceptably as Treasurer of the village. Alderman 
from the First Ward, and in other positions of 
honor. He aided in framing the charter of the 
city, and has otherwise contributed to the prog- 
ress of the place. Socially, he is identified with 
Lodge No. 29, K. O. T. M., at North Muskegon. 

The domestic life of Mr. Balkema has been as 
happy as his business career has been successful. 
His marriage took place in Grand Haven in Octo- 
ber, 1882, his bride being Miss Rosie Vyn, for- 
merly a resident of Grand Haven, this State. She 
was bom and reared there, being the daughter of 
Derk and Clara Vyn. The family circle is com- 
pleted by the presence of five children: Elsie, 
Clara, John, Richard and James. 
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J JOSEPH H. PARSONS, County Superinten- 
dent of the Poor of Muskegon County, and 
a prominent and well-known resident of the 
city of Muskegon, was born in Hartford 
Township, Windsor County, Vt., on the 22d of 
January, 1826, and comes of an old New England 
family, that was founded in America by English 
ancestors at an early day. His grandfather, Moses 
Parsons, and his family lived at Royalton, Wind- 



sor County, Yt., at the time of the sacking of that 
place by the Indians, and was taken prisoner and 
carried to Montreal with many others. He was a 
native of Hartford, Conn., and his father, Joshua 
Parsons, was bom in Hartford, Vt. The latter 
married Laura Safford, a native of Pittsfield, VU 
and a daughter of Joseph Safford. 

Our subject spent the first nineteen years of his 
life in the county of his birth, and the public 
schools of the neighborhood afforded him a good 
education. At the age of nineteen years he went 
to Massachusetts and there learned the currier's 
trade, and later learned the trade- of manufactur- 
ing coml)s, which he followed for about eight 
years. In 1856 he severed his business eonnec- 
tioni? in Massachusetts, and emigrated Westward, 
locating in Michigan. He took up his residence 
in Sherman Township, St. Joseph County, where 
he worked on a farm for eight years. The year 
1863 witnessed his arrival in Muskegon County, 
where he resumed farming, which he carried on 
for a year. 

In 1864 Mr. Parsons entered the service of his 
countr}' as one of the boys in blue of Company G, 
Twenty-third Michigan Infantry, under the com- 
mand of Col. Spaulding. The regiment was as- 
signed to the Army of the Ohio, commanded by 
Gen. Scofield. In April, 1866, Mr. Pai-sons was mus- 
tered out at Raleigh, N. C, and «at once returned 
to his home in Muskegon. For a time he followed 
various pui'suits, and then among other things was 
employed by the Rogers' iron manufactory for 
four years as watchman, and there continued until 
1875, when he was appointed Superintendent of 
the County Poor Farm of Muskegon County, 
which position he held for ten years. In the 
fall of 1887, he was re-appointed by the Board of 
Supervisors to the oflSce, which he has since held. 
He has therefore served as Superintendent of the 
County Poor for more than fifteen years, and his 
long-continued service certainly indicates a faith- 
ful and efllcient performance of duty. 

In December, 1848, Mr. Pai'sons was united in 
marriage with Miss Clarissa Sunderlin, a native of , 
New York, and a daughter of David Sunderlin, 
who was also bom in the Empire State, as was his 
father, Jeremiah Sunderlin. A family of six chil- 
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dren has been born unto them, only three now liv- 
ing: Mary, wife of Capt. A. C. Majo, of Duluth, 
Wis.; Nettie, the wife of David Henderson, of 
Muskegon: and Nina L., wife of E. Humble, of 
West Duluth, Wis. 

Mr. Pai-sons and his wife reside at No. 129 Peck 
Street. Socially, he is connected with Kearney 
Post No. 7, G. A. R. In politic?, he is a stalwart 
advocate of the principles of the Republican party. 
In public and private life he is alike true, and his 
official career is above reproach. A high testi- 
monial in his favor is certainly his long-continu- 
ance in office. 
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JOHN CAMPBELL, member of the firm of 
Gow k Campbell, manufacturers of lumber 
at North Muskegon, was born in Madoc, 
Canada, July 12, 1849. His father, Donald 
Campbell, was a native of Scotland, and was a 
mere child at the time he accompanied his parents 
to America. He grew to manhood in Canada, and 
engaged in business as a lumberman for a long 
period, meeting with fair success in that occupa- 
tion. His marriage united him with Miss Cath- 
erine McDonald, who was born in Lancaster, Can- 
ada, being the daughter of Donald McDonald, a 
native of Scotland. The paternal grandfather of 
our subject, Archibald Campbell, was born in Scot- 
land, and in an early day bade adieu to his friends 
in the land of thistles and, crossing the broad At- 
lantic, settled in Canada, where he remained until 
called hence by death. 

Five sons and two daughters comprised the pa- 
rental family, and of these our subject was the 
second in order of birth. He passed his childhood 
years in the land of his birth, receiving such edu- 
cational advantages as were afforded by the schools 
of Canada. In 1866 he came to Muskegon and for 
a time worked as a lumberman in the woods near 
this city, in this way gaining a practical knowl- 
edge of the business. In 1882, in connection with 



James Gow, he established the mill which they 
have since conducted. They give steady employ- 
ment to a force of thirty-eight men, and their en- 
terprise is one of the most flourishing in the 
county. 

July 4, 1880, occurred the marriage of John 
Campbell to Miss Florence Corsaut. This estima- 
ble lady was born in Michigan. She was the eld- 
est child of James and Martha Corsaut, and is a 
lady whose noble qualities and refined manners 
have won for her a host of warm, personal friends. 
Three daughters have blessed their marriage: Edna 
M., Ethel and Martha F. A Democrat in politics, 
Mr. Campbell has been chosen by his fellow-citi- 
zens to occupy positions of high honor and trust, 
in all of which his abilities have been used for the 
promotion of the welfare of the people. He served 
as President of the village of North Muskegon 
and as Mayor of the city, doing much while serv- 
ing in these capacities to secure needed municipal 
reforms. As President of the School Board, he 
has taken a prominent part in educational matters 

and has secured an excellent public-school system 
in North Muskegon. 




JOHN VAUPELL. The United States have 
given rare opportunities to men with cour- 
age, honesty of purpose, integrity and 
energy to achieve success. The bulk of 
those who have legitimately achieved fortune 
have been men with the above characteristics, and 
Mr. Vaupell is assuredly one of that stamp. He is 
of the people, and his success as a business and 
public man has come of his devotion to right and 
his tenacity of purpose. He is now Secretary of 
The Grand Haven Leather Company, and is widely 
known throughout the community as an energetic, 
honorable business man, his standing and posi- 
tion in both business and social circles being of 
the highest and most creditable character. The 
Grand Haven Leather Company was established in 
July, 1885, and has a capital of 9100,000. All 
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kinds of harness, belts and skirting for saddles are 
manufactured, and in quality, elegance and work- 
manship the goods turned out by this concern are 
recognised as first class. The plant is located in 
East Grand Haven, near the bank of Grand River, 
and hemlock is the kind of bark used in tanning. 
The company has good machinery and is well 
equipped in all departments of the works. From 
forty to fifty men are employed in the various de- 
partments, and five hundred hides are used per 
week, the products being shipped East. South and to 
Western cities. The officers of this company are: 
A. J. Nyland, President; George Stick ney, Treas- 
urer; and Mr. Yaupell, Secretary. They are men 
widely known throughout the community as 
energetic, honorable business men, and their 
standing and position in both commercial and 
social circles are of the highest and most creditable 
character. 

Mr. Vaupell was born in Livingston County, 
N. Y., April 12, 1852, and is the son of Herman 
and Cornelia (Nyhuis) Vaupell, both natives of 
the Netherlands. The father was a harness-maker 
by trade, and followed the same in New York 
State until 1860, when he came to Michigan and 
settled in Ottawa County. lie died in Holland, 
this county, in Januar3% 1881, and his wife 
breathed her last in January, 1893. They were 
the parents of seven children, all of whom are now 
living. Until eight years of age the original of 
this notice remained in his native State, and then 
moved with his parents to Michigan, receiving his 
education in the district schools of Ottawa Count}* 
and the High School in Holland. He then began 
his career as a 8hi[)ping-clerk in the store of E. J. 
Herrington, a merchant of that place, and there 
had instilled into his youthful mind excellent ideas 
of business life, lie continued to make his home 
in Holland, and for a time was connected with the 
bank, and also served as Marshal and Deputy 
Sheriff for four years. 

In the fall of 1880 he was elected Sheriff of 
Ottawa County on the Republican ticket with a 
good majority. So satisfactorily and efliciently 
did he discharge the duties incumbent upon that 
position that he was re-elected in 1882. At the 
close of .his last term of office he was made 



Secretary of the Grand Haven Leather Company, 
of which he was one of the principal orgaoizcr^, 
and now owns a large part of the stock. Mr. 
Vaupell was married in 1877 to Miss Hattie K. 
Kellogg, of Grand Rapids, Mich., but she died fif. 
teen months later, leaving one child. In 1880 he 
married Miss Josephine Bicknell, of Malone, N. Y., 
daughter of Leonard Bicknell, and two children 
have blessed this union: Leonard J. and Helen K. 
In politics, Mr. V^aupell is an ardent supporter of 
Republican principles. He has a handsome resi- 
dence on Franklin Street and is surrounded by all 
the comforts of life. 
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HOMAS JOHNSTON, one of the proprie- 
tors of the Johnston Brothers' Boiler Works 
of Fcrrysburg, is one of Michigan's native 
sons, his birth having occurred in Detroit in 1851. 
The family is of Scotch origin. His gmnd father, 
Hamilton Johnston, was a native of Scotland, and 
his father, J. AV. Johnston, was there born in 1814. 
The latter crossed the briny deep to America in 
181 1, and is now a resident of Ferrysburg. lie 
here located in 1864, and established the Johnston 
Boiler AVorks, one of the leading industries of the 
place. His wife, who bore the maiden name of 
Ann Bauld, is a native of Paisley, Scotland. 

The gentleman whose name heads this record is 
the eldest of three children. He spent his boyhood 
in Detroit and acquired his education in its com- 
mon schools. At the age of thirteen he accompa- 
nied his parents to Ferrysburg, and here learned 
the trade of boiler-making. He has a practical 
knowledge of the business in all its departments 
and details and is therefore well qualified to su- 
perintend the works. In the fall of 1880, he and 
his brother succeeded their father in the conUolof 
the concern, which is now run under the name of 
Johnston Brothei-s. In 1884, the^^ established a 
branch business in Muskegon, which was can ied 
on under the name of the Muskegon lk>iler Works, 
and which was conducted until 1891, when thev 
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sold their plant at that place. In 1892, they es- 
tablished the Johnston Brothers Boiler Works of 
Chicago, and a brother of our subject, J. B. Johns- 
ton, has continued in charge of the Chicago plant, 
which is located on Mather Street, between Clin- 
ton and Canal Streets. 

In 1876, Mr. Johnston was joined in marriage 
with Miss Nora B. Eames, of Ferrysburg, daughter 
of B. F. Eames, one of the early settlers of this 
place. Their union has been blessed with a family 
of four children, three sons and a daughter, 
namely: J. F., Robert E., Nellie V. and James H. 
The parents are people of sterling worth, who hold 
an enviable position in social circles. Mr. Johns- 
ton is a stalwart Republican in politics, and is a 
member of Spring Lake Lodge No. 234, A. F. & 
A. M.; Corinthian Chapter No. 84, R. A. M.; and 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

In connection with his other interests, Mr. 
Johnston is also a stockholder in the Grand 
Haven Leather Company. He assumed full con- 
trol of the Boiler Works of Ferrysburg, and later, 
by purchase, became sole proprietor of the same. 
The plant is 270x200 feet, and employment is fur- 
nished to about fifty men. A very superior qual- 
ity of boilers is manufactured, largely for marine 
and stationary' engines, and the trade extends 
throughout the United Stales. Mr. Johnston has 
built up a most excellent business, which has con- 
stantly increased from the beginning and is yet 
growing. He is a man of good business ability, 
enterprising and sagacious, and by careful man- 
agement and honorable dealing he has won the 
success which now crowns his efforts. His works 
are among the leading concerns of Ferrysburg, 
and he is recognized as one of the most prominent 
business men. 
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ORNELIUS J. DE ROO is the very efficient 
Secretary and manager of the Walsh-De Roo 
Milling Company, of Holland, Mich. Mr. 
DcRoo was born in this county March 19, 1855, 
and was named for his father, who came to this 




country from his native land, Holland, about 
1847, his birth having occurred in 1834. He 
settled almost immediatel}' in Holland Town- 
ship, where he at once turned his attention to 
milling, erecting the first mill that was ever put 
up in that section, about three miles east of Hol- 
land, in 1852. He lived only a short time there- 
after, his death occurring on the 2d of September, 
1855. He was married to Elizabeth Vandermeulen, 
a daughter of Rev. Cornelius Vandermeulen, who 
was the leader of the Holland colonists who set- 
tled and founded Zeeland. Mrs. De Roo was born 
in Holland, and was married to Mr. De Roo in 
1854, her death occurring in 1871. 

The subject of this sketch was the onl}*^ child 
born to his parents, and after the death of his 
father he went to live with his maternal grand- 
father at Grand Rapids, Mich. There he re- 
ceived a good, practical education in the public 
schools, and after finishing at the High School he 

• 

entered the Business College of Grand Rapids, 
from which he graduated. He later became a 
book-keeper for a firm of that city, but when he 
attained to the age of twenty-four years he went 
to Zeeland and engaged in milling in partnership 
with H. Keppel, the firm name being Keppel & De 
Roo. He remained at that place until 1882, since 
which time he has been a resident of Holland, and 
soon after coming here organized the Walsh-De 
Roo Milling Company for the building of the 
mill, of which he is Secretary and manager, it be- 
ing the first roller-mill erected within a radius of 
one hundred miles of this city. The positions he 
occupies have been filled with great credit to him- 
self, and he has clearly demonstrated that he is a 
man of sound intelligence and correct principles. 
The officers are: Isaac Cappon, President, and H. 
Walsh, Vice-President. The capacity of the mill 
is four hundred barrels per day and two carloads 
of feed and meal, and the capital stock of the con- 
cern amounts to i?66,000. Mr. De Roo is the Sec- 
retary of the Holland <fe Chicago Transportation 
Company, which was organized in the fall of 1892, 
and which is running a daily line of steamers be- 
teen Chicago and Holland. The liners consist of 
the propellers "City of Holland'* and "Saugatuck," 
which are well equipped and fitted up with electric 
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lights, etc. He is also a Director of the First State 
Bank of Holland. Politically, he has alwa^'s been 
a Republican, and has served in the capacity of 
Mayor of Holland. He has been Alderman for 
two terms, a member of the Board of Education 
for three terms, and is now a member of the Board 
of Public Works, to all of which organizations he 
has proven an acquisition. He is a member of 
the Holland Improvement Association, and has in 
numerous other ways manifested a deep interest 
in the welfare of the place. 

In 1879 Mr. De Roo was married to Miss Sarah 
Van Dnele, a daughter of Frank Van Diiele, a 
dealer in flour, feed and grain at Grand Rapids, 
and their union has resulted in the birth of five 
children, of whom two are living, Margaret and 
Cornelius P. He and his wife are church mem- 
ber, and are people of high standing in Holland 
and move in the best social circles. 





>RUMAN OATMAN,a successful and highly 
respected general agriculturist, pleasantly 
located upon section 1, Hoi ton Township, 
Muskegon County, Mich., has been a resident of 
the Wolverine State for over twenty-nine 3'ears, 
and during this time has been closely identified 
with the growth and development of the vital in- 
terests of his present locality. Our subject, born 
in Ontario, Canada, in 1845, was the son of Darius 
and Sarah (McCallum) Oatman. The ancestors of 
the family were of Scotch nativity, and both the 
maternal and paternal forefathers were the de- 
scendants of a long line of earnest, hard-working 
and intelligent people. The paternal grandfather, 
Darius Oatman, was long a well-known and influ- 
ential resident of the Empire State, but finally 
emigrated with his wife, sons and daughters to 
Canada, where he continued in the occupation of 
his lifetime, farming, until his death. He was a 
man of strong character and high principle, and 
was esteemed by all who knew him for his excel- 
lent qualities as a friend, neighbor and citizen. 



During the War of 1812, he took an active part 
and bravely aided in the defense of his home and 
State. The children who clustered about his 
hearth were eight in number, five brothers and 
three sisters, who, each trained in habits of in- 
dustrious self-reliance, arrived at adult age well 
fitted to assume the responsibilities of life. 

The father of our subject, born in the old New 
York homestead, S|>ent the early days of child- 
hood in his birthplace, and when a little lad at- 
tended the nearest school of the home district 
When twelve years of age he removed with hii> 
parents to Canada, where he yet survives, a bale 
and hearty man. He was one of the pioneer set- 
tlei*s of Ontario, and possessing both enterprise 
and ability made his upward way. He married 
young, and to him and bis faithful companion and 
loving wife were born seven childi*en. Elvira, the 
eldest, married John Davidson; our subject was 
the second in order of birth; then follow Norman; 
Nelson; Frank; ''Aug;" and Amelia, wife of Peter 
Johnson. The father owns a fine farm of two 
hundred and fifty acres, highly cultivated and im- 
proved with substantial buildings. The mother 
passed away in 1892, after an uneventful career of 
usefulness. She was a Christian woman, whose 
work for others ennobled her own life. Truman 
Oatman remained with his parents until his mar- 
riage, in 1864, with Miss Geraldine Bunee,a dau^- 
ter of William and Amanda Bunce, well-koown 
and prosperous residents of Michigan. 

Immediately succeeding their marriage, Mr. and 
Mrs. Oatman settled in Berlin, near Grand Rapids, 
where our subject rented land and entered with 
energy into agricultural pursuits. Later buying 
his present valuable homestead on time, Mr. Oat- 
man removed thither with his family and toiled 
unceasingly, engaging in a variety of work in or- 
der to pay for the land, since his constant home. 
Of the eighty acres which comprise the home farm 
sixty are under a profitable state of cultivation 
and annually yield an abundant harvest Four 
children have blessed the union, all daughters, 
Lida, Jennie, Mabol and Maude, and each has en- 
joyed the advantages of excellent schooling in the 
immediate neighborhood. Although never a pol- 
itician in any sense of the word, our subject takes 
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retired from the active duties of life, and with 
his estimable compaDion has a very pleasant home 
on Franklin Street, this city. Mr. Boyce was born 
in the State of New York, Dutchess County, Feb- 
ruary 19, 1832, and his father, John M. Bo^ce, 
was also a native of that county, born in the year 
1780. The elder Mr. Boyce was of English origin, 
and followed the occupation of a farmer in his 
native State all his life. His wife, whose maiden 
name was Hannah Schofield, was a native of Con- 
necticut and the daughter of Jacob Schofield. 
Seven children were born to this worthy couple, 
four sons and three daughters, and our subject 
was the third in order of birth. Only one child 
besides our subject is now living, Harvey, who 
makes his home in Chenango, N. Y. 

The subject of this brief memoir remained in his 
native county and received his education in the 
schools of the same up to the time when he was 
eleven years of age. lie then came with his sis- 
ter, Mrs. Divine, to Michigan, and settled with 
her in Montcalm Count}-, where he made his horaa 
until he had reached his twentieth year. From 
there he went to Grand Rapids, Kent County, 
Mich., and resided there until the fall of 1867, 
when he made his first appearance in Grand Haven. 
This city has been his home since. He became 
connected with the lumber industry, engaging in 
the business with C. L. Storrs, under the firm name 
of C. L. Storrs & Co., and manufacturing pine 
lumber. That business continued until 1871. In 
1873 Mr. Bo3'ce became associated with Dr. Steven 
Monroe in the manufacture of lumber, under the 
firm name of Monroe, Boyce tir Co., and they car- 
ried on their business at Spring Lake, where the 
firm is still carrying on operations. 

Mr. Boyce is a stockholder and Director in the 
National Bank of Grand Haven, and he is also a 
Director and stockholder in the Grand Haven Fur- 
niture Company, located at Grand Haven. Aside 
from this, he is a Director and stockholder in the 
Globe Match Company, in that cit}-. He is a most 
useful and progressive citizen, whose business has 
ever been conducted upon the broadest basis of 
equity, and those who engaged in business rela- 
tions with him could rest assured that their in- 
terests would be most carefully guarded. The 



principles of the Democratic party have alwa}-s 
commended themselves to his judgment, and he 
supports them whenever called upon to do so 
like the consistent and straightforward man that 
he is. Socially, he is a member of Grand Rapids 
Lodge No. 34, A. F. <& A. M., and has reached 
the degree of Knight Templar. He is very ac- 
tive in lodge affairs. He built his fine residence, 
and this is presided over by his capable wife, who 
was formerly Miss Mary Holbrook, of Grand Ha- 
ven, to whom he was united in marriage April 
10, 1881. She is the daughter of J. Holbrook,a 
worthv citizen of Grand Haven. 
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r RF:ND JOHN NYLAND aCfords in his life 
and its success another evidence that in- 
dustry, economy and integrity constitute 
the keynote to honorable competency. 
He is now the President of the Grand Haven 
Leather Company, of Grand Haven, Mich., of the 
details of which business he has a thorough and 
ver}' practical knowledge, and this, combined with 
his own rigid sense of right and wrong, and his 
earnest desire to do as he would be done by, has 
made his name a synonym for all that is upright 
and honorable. He is a native of nolland,where his 
birth occurred on the 9th of October, 1828, he be- 
ing the youngest of four children bom to the 
marriage of John D. Nyland and Angeline 6o- 
vink, whose lives were spent in the Old Country, 
and who were well known and highly honored in 
their own immediate neighborhood. 

A. J. Nyland acquired a good common education 
in the schools of the Fatherland, and being a 
young man who thought for himself, he became 
deepl}' impressed with the numerous opportunities 
to rise in the world offered by the United States 
to young men of push and enterprise, and in this 
country he determined to carve out a home for 
himself. At the age of eighteen years he came to 
this country, and after a short time 8|)ent in the 
citv of New York he removed to Buffalo, where 
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ment which transformed the once wilderness into 
flourishing farms and smiling villages. 

The Boyers are of German ancestry, their sturdy 
forefathei*8 crossing the Atlantic and settling in 
Pennsylvania in a very early day in the history of 
our country. The mother, Margaret (Schantz) 
Boyer, was born in Huntingdon County, Pa., but 
like her husband was the descendant of worthy 
German ancestors, who bequeathed to their chil- 
dren and children's children the habits of prudent 
thrift and earnest effort which have gained them 
prosperity and useful influence. Our subject at 
the age of two years removed with his parents 
from his birthplace to Williams Count}', where he 
attended school and began the work of life upon 
his father's farm. John Boyer was by trade a 
blacksmith, and with this occupation profitably 
combined the tilling of the soil. Enos, thoroughly 
trained in agricultural pursuits, became a practical 
farmer, and until twentj'-two years of age aided 
in the conduct and work of the old homestead. 
Leaving the farm in 1866, he then ran a sawmill 
and engaged successfully in this business for six 
years. At the expiration of this length of time 
our subject again returned to the life of a farmer, 
and, cultivating the acres of the old home, con- 
tinued in the peaceful vocation for a number of 
years. In 1886 Mr. Boyer removed to Michigan, 
and, locating in Muskegon, for four years worked 
for his brother, William Boyer. 

In 1890 our subject embarked upon his own ac- 
count in the grociery business, which he conducted 
successfully for two years, and then, selling out, 
accepted his present excellent position, in which he 
has full control of the shipping department. In 
1869 Enos Boyer and Miss Mary A. Mills, of Will- 
iams County, Ohio, and daughter of William 
Mills, likewise a native of Ohio, were united in 
marriage. The paternal grandparents of the es- 
timable wife of our subject were numbered among 
the pioneei*s of the Buckeye State and, widely 
known, were held in high esteem. Mr. and Mrs. 
Boyer are the parents of two sons, Walter H. and 
Charles Isaac. Our subject and his devoted wife 
are both valued members of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church and arc active in religious and ben- 
evolent work. Their pleasant home is located 



upon the corner of Jackson and Prospect Streets. 
Our subject is fraternally associated with the An- 
cient Order of United Workmen and is a member 
of Muskegon Lodge No. 133. In political af- 
filiation a stanch Prohibitionist, Mr. Boyer gives 
his earnest influence in behalf of the bettermeot 
of his fellow-men, and without being himself 
troubled with political aspirations is well posted 
in local and national affairs. A man of business 
ability and upright character, he has won his up- 
ward way and fully possesses the high regard of 
the entire community by whom he is surrounded. 
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if^ ARK B. COVELL, a prominent citizen 
l\ and enterprising luml)erman of Whitehall, 
Muskegon County, Mich., has long been 
intimately associated with the progressive 
interests of his present locality, and is widely 
known as a public-spirited citizeTii and thoroogb 
business man. Our subject was born in Ridge- 
bury, Bradford County, Pa., June 26, 1849, and 
was the tenth of the twelve children born unto 
Calvin T. and Elizabeth (Coleman) Covell. The 
father, also a native of New York State, was the son 
of James Covell, who had seen service in the War 
of 1812. lie took part in the battle of Plattsburgb, 
and moved from New York to Pennsylvania 
when he was Captain of the militia. The paternal 
great-grandfather, Jonathan Covell, was a soldier 
of the Revolutionary War, and transferred to his 
son James a tract of land which he had par- 
chased. The wife of Jonathan was of Dutch de- 
scent. James married a Spanish lady, Rebecca 
Peirce. The early members of the family were 
farmers, and possessed only moderate means, bat 
were among the most loyal and highly respected 
citizens of the United States. The immediate an- 
cestors mostly lived and died in Pennsj'IvaniV ^ 
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where the father of our subject passed away ^ 
1879. ^^ 

The record of the mother *s family is very Ij^^^^ 
ited. Elizabeth Coleman was undoubtedly K?^^^, 
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daughter of Peter Barber, both of whom were 
born near Baldwinsville. After their marriage 
the parents of our subject came to Michigan and 
settled in Waterloo Township, Jackson County, 
where the father still resides, being now among 
tlie oldest surviving settlei*s of his community. 
His firat wife, the mother of our subject, died 
August 4, 1863, and he afterwards married again, 
becoming by the latter union the father of one 
child. Seaborn. In politics a stanch Republican, 
he was the occupant of a number of township offices 
and served with fidelity in the various offices to 
which lie was elected. He was a liberal contributor 
to religious enterprises, and his wife, our subject's 
mother, was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church.- 

Our subject is one of six children, four of 
whom are now living. The}' are, Albine L., who 
married Fannie Finch, by whom he has become 
the father of five children; Rev. Peter B., who 
married Leora Hall, and resides in Commerce, Oak- 
laud County, Mich., Charles K.;and llarrj' II., of 
Lawton, who married Eva R., daughter of .Tohn 
N. Waite, of whom see sketch elsewhere in this 
volume. Harry II. and his wife arc the parents of 
three children. The next to the youngest of the 
family is the subject of this sketch, who was born 
in Wateiloo Township, Jackson County, Mich., 
June 18, 1859. He was reared on a farm, and was 
educated in the common schools of AVaterloo Town- 
ship, where he fitted himself for the profession of 
a teacher. He was thus engaged in Jackson Coun- 
ty in the winter of 1875-76, and in Hanley, 
Ottawa County, for two years, and later in Hudson- 
ville for two and one-half years. 

From this place Mr. Ho3't went to Pierson, 
Montcalm County, where he was employed as 
book-keeper for F. F. Taylor, a lumber and dry- 
go<;ds merchant of that place. In 1885 he re- 
turned to Hudsonville, whore he embarked in 
business for himself, opening a store and filling it 
with a complete stock of groceries, dry goods and 
notions. He still conducts this establishment, al- 
though he no h)nger gives his personal supervision 
to the detiiils of its management. A Republican 
in political belief, he has for years been prominent 
in politics and has frequently served as a delegate 



to county and State conventions. For four years 
he filled the position of Clerk of Georgetown 
Township, and during the administratioo of 
President Harrison he served as Postmaster at 
Hudsonville, resigning that position in order to 
accept the nomiDmiion to Uie L^islature. 

In 1892 Mr. Hoyt was the Repnblican caiKli- 
date for the position of Representative of the 
Second District, and, being elected to that re- 
sponsible office, assumed the duties of the place od 
the 4th of January, 1893. He has served as Chair- 
man o f the Committee on Towns and Counties, as a 
member of the Committee on Insurance, and as a 
member of the Committee on the Northern Asylum 
for the Insane, located at Traverse City; he was also 
on the Committee of Escort from tlic Legislature 
to the funeral of the Hon. Mr. Leavitt, of Oceana 
County. He has been prominent in fighting the 
saloon legislation and has worketl ardently against 
increase of salaries, as well as for all measures 
beneficial to farming interests. He was elected 
for a period of two years and is still filling Uie 
position, rendering satisfactory service on behalf 
of his constituents. 

The marriage of Mr. Hoyt occurred November 
18, 1880, and united him with Esther M., daughter 
of AVilliam II. and Anna (Barber) McEIachron, na- 
tives of New York and early settlei-s of George- 
town Township, Ottawa Count3% Later they re- 
sided in Jamestown Township, and at the present 
time (1893) they make their home in Hudsonville. 
They have been the parents of seven cbildreo, of 
whom five are now living. Their daughter 
Esther M. was born in New York March 19, 1863, 
and was educated in this State, having formerly 
been a teacher in Ottawa County. Her parents 
were members of the Methodist Episcopal Churtb, 
and her father was Trustee of the church at Han- 
ley, but she afiSliates with the Congre/jrationalists, 
and is an active worker in that denomination, to 
which Mr. Hoyt also belongs. Both are promi- 
nent workei*s in the Sunday-school, and he has 
officiated as Trustee in the church. They have i 
family of four children, Bimey G., Ralph L, 
Harold R. and an infant unnamed. 

From his youth Mr. Hoyt has maintained a 
deep interest in the cause of education, andhebas 
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man of sterling integrity and upright character, 
and died in Germany. Our subject's mother mar- 
ried again and came with her husband to try their 
fortunes beyond the sea, that through the broader 
opportunities offered by a republican Government 
their children might rise in the world. Jacob 
was but three years of age when, crossing the At- 
lantic, he emigrated with his mother to America. 
Landing in New York City, the family proceeded 
on their way to Albany-, where the stepfather and 
motlier permanently located, and there Mr. Bauk- 
necht received his education in the public schools 
of the city and later worked diligently in a stove 
foundry. 

Until the year 1861 our subject pursued the 
even tenor of his way in Albany, but when the 
war broke out, answering to the call of the 
Government, he enlisted in Compjiny D, Forty- 
third New York Infantry, commanded by Col. 
Vinton, and, assigned to the Arm}^ of the Poto- 
mac, courageously participated in the follow- 
ing decisive engagements: Gettysburg, Antietam, 
Mnrye Heights, and the Seven-I)a> s' Battle. I n No- 
vember, 1863, he was taken prisoner near Warren- 
ton, Va., and was incarcerated in Libb}' Prison 
and upon Belle Isle until Miirch 22, 1864, when, 
having undergone most terrible privations and 
sufferings, our subject was exchanged nnd went to 
Annapolis to recuperate. Immediately upon the 
partial recovery of his strength, he nobly returned 
to the service, and was sent to re-enforce Gen. 
Burnside in a three-days light at Cold Har- 
bor, after which he returned to his own regi- 
ment at Petersburgh. Jn the fall of 1864, mus- 
tered out, Mr. Bauknecht returned to his Al- 
bany home, and in the spring of 1866 journeyed 
to the farther AVest and settled in Muskegon. A 
man uf clear judgment, he saw his opportunities 
in the leading interest of the State, lumbering, and 
for eighteen continuous years ran a sawmill with 
excellent results. In 1884 he embarked in his pres- 
ent flourishing business, profitably selling wood, 
coal and shingles at wholesale, and in a compara- 
tively brief time building up a business which in 
its extent is second to no other in this localit}'. 

In the month of April, 1871, were united in 
marriage Jacob Bauknecht and Miss Annie Jesson, 



who was born in Sweden and. is a lady of worth 
and superior ability. Our subject and bis esti- 
mable wife have been blessed by the birth of three 
sons and two daughters, who with their cheerful 
presence brightenecj the pleasant home on the 
corner of Houston and Seventh Streets. Henry A. 
is the eldest-born ; then follow in order of birth 
Celia A., Jesse G., Paul Edward and Dora Belle. 
These brothers and sisters will ail have the ben^ 
tit of excellent educational advantages and be 
given every opportunity to fit themselves for any 
position of trust to which they may be called. 
Mr. Bauknecht is a member of Phil Kearney 
Post No. 7, G. A. R., and is fraternally associated 
with Muskegon Lodge No. 133, A. O. U. W. He 
takes an active interest in all matters of public 
welfare and is intelligently posted on the vital is- 
sues of the day. 
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^' OHN P. NABER, a prominent agriculturist, 
and a courageous veteran of the late Civil 
War, has for yeai-s been School Moder- 
ator in the district of his home locality, 
section 34, Holland Township, Ottawa Couuty, 
Mich. Born in the Netherlands March 19, 1841, 
our subject was the son of Peter and Catherine 
Naber. The father, whose birthday was April 15, 
18 10, was likewise born in the Netherlands, but now 
makes his home in Holland Township, section 35. 
The paternal grandparents, honest, hard-working 
people, were John and Cora (Vanderskher) Naber. 
The parents of our subject, accompanied by their 
family and a brother of the father, set sail for the 
United States March 5, 1848, and were forty-two 
days making the voyage. Landing in New York 
City they proceeded b}- canal boat to Buffalo. From 
the latter city they journeyed to Chicago by boat, 
and thence came to Holland, Mich., where the 
father's 1^200 wei-e soon exhausted, as he purchased 
forty- five acres of land at #3 per acre, and was 
obliged to at once lay in a stock of groceries and 
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At once after settling in Zeeland, Johannes G. 
Van Hoes became a leader in the colony, both in 
political and church circles. He served as Super- 
visor of the township for twenty-two yeara and 
five months, and also served in other important 
positions. A man of noble powers, great ability, 
sound common-sense and unusual memory, he was 
fitted for the prominent position he occupied. He 
followed the other leaders of his people, Scholte, 
Van Raalte, C.Van Der Meuleu and others, and left 
the State church and his Fatherland for a free land 
and a free church. Prior to 1864 he was a Demo- 
crat, but afterward affiliated with the Republicans. 
Possessing the most scrupulous ideas of honor and 
right, he would not tolerate the least dishonesty 
in another. 

A friend to the public school system, Mr. Van 
Hees served as a member of the School Board 
until 1883, when advancing years and enfeebling 
powers induced him to resign. Respected and 
honored in life, he was mourned wlien he died 
suddenly on the 13th of Septeml)er, 1891. For 
many 3'ears prior to his decease he made his home 
on section 19, where he had originally owned forty 
acres and later was the owner of one hundred 
acres. A ruling Elder in the church, he was promi- 
nent in religious affairs, and was a generous con- 
tributor to the cause of Christianity. His wife, 
who was born April 23, 1803, passed from earth 
August 13, 1874, at the age of seventy-one. She 
was a daughter of Gerret DeVries, a native of 
Rotterdam, Holland, and a grocer and mason by 
trade. After his wife's death, he came with his 
daughter to America, in 1847, and died in the 
spring of 1849, at the age of eighty-three. 

The subject of this sketch was reared on a farm 
and received a liberal education, both in Dutch 
and English. He made his home with his father 
until the demise of the latter, and still occupies 
the old homestead of one hundred acres, wliere he 
tills the soil and engages in raising Shropshire 
sheep and otlier stock. A Democrat prior to 1860, 
he has since that time been a Republican and has 
been elected upon his party ticket to numerous 
positions of trust. He has frequently served as 
delegate to State conventions, has been Notary 
Public for twelve years, and is now Justice of the 



Peace. A member of the Reformed Church, he his 
been a Deacon for fourteen years* and since 1890 
has served as Elder. 

May 26, 1856, Mr. Van Hees married Francina, 
daughter of Arie and Jannetje (DeHaan) VanBree, 
and a native of South Holland. Mr. Van Bree wist 
butcher in the Old Country, and served in the 
Belgian War in 1832. After coming to the United 
States in 1849, he followed the trade of a butcher 
for a few years, also engaging in bnsmes •« a 
shoemaker. He died in Zeeland, I>ecember 7, 
1891, at an advanced age, having been bom March 
13,1811, His first wife, who was born in 1791, 
died in July, 1875. Mr. and Mrs« Van Hees were 
the parents of fourteen children, only five of 
whom survive: John G,, of Big Rapids, who is 
married and has two children, Frances £. and Vera 
M.; Arie ; Nellie, the wife of Dirk Pyl, and the 
mother of one child, Frances; Albert G. and Anna 
F., residing at home. Frank died at the age of 
two years, and Jane F. passed away when a girl of 
fourteen. 
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\f USTUS STILES, the oldest living settler in 
Polkton Township, who voted at the or- 
ganization of the township, and was in fact 
the first settler in town 8, range 14 west, 
with the exception of the trappers and hnnters 
along the river bank, has been a resident of the 
State of Michigan almost three-score years, and 
has been a dweller within the county of Ottawa 
since 1844. Our subject, a native of St. Lawrence 
County, N. Y., was the second of ten children 
born unto Justus and Aurilla (Clark) Stiles, both 
natives of New England. The father was bom in 
1778 in Vermont; the mother's birthplace was 
Massachusetts. The paternal ancestors were of 
English birth. The responsibility of the care and 
training of the younger sons and daughters of the 
parents devolved mainly upon the son Justus, 
who, with enterprising and self-reliant effort, as- 
sumed the burdens of the day in bis early boj- 



Portrait and biographical record. 



t2t 



hood. Nancy L.. the eldest of the family, became 
the wife of George Cane and made her home in 
Battle Creek; Justus came next; Amos lives in 
Calhoun; Chauncey S. died in Ottawa Coanty; 
Richard C. also |)a8sed away in Ottawa County; 
Mary A. is the wife of II. Hall, of Battle Creek; 
Cynthia, deceased, was the wife of John Dickenson; 
Alma J. is the wife of Edwin Van Winkle, of Bat- 
tle Creek; Julia A. married Henry Hall, of Battle 
Creek; and Harvey C. died young. 

Our subject accompanied his parents to Battle 
Creek in 1835, and they found but one frame house 
wliere the city now stands. The father not long 
after died, leaving to the care of the widow a large 
family of little ones. In 1844 Mr. Stiles was uni- 
ted in marriage with Miss Ann Streator, and with 
Ills wife soon after made his home in Ottawa 
County. They located upon the identical spot 
where their first house stood nearly a half-century 
ago, and there our subject, toiling industriously, 
cleared the eighty acres of land of heavy timber, 
and erected a log cabin beside the very stumps of 
the trees felled for that purpose. At the organ- 
ization of the township sixteen voted in the first 
election held at IScranton, now Eastman ville. Mr. 
Stiles declined to accept many oflBces of the town- 
ship which were tendered him, but when he did 
occasionally permit the use of his name he was in- 
variably elected. He and his excellent wife, shar- 
ing in the toils and privations of pioneer life, 
buried five little ones in infancy and reared to 
udult age five sons and daughters. The eldest 
surviving child is E. H., now Postmaster at Coop- 
ersville; Josephine is the wife of R. Orson Dodge, 
of Newaygo; Jane, deceased, was the wife of Edgar 
Hamilton, of Coopersville; Henry J. lives upon 
the old home farm; and Hezza is the wife of Har- 
rison Averill, of Ottawa County. Mr. and Mrs. 
Stiles are both remarkably well preserved, being 
hale and hearty and enjoying their many daily 
blessings. Our subject, who is in his seventy- 
fourth 3'ear, has witnessed the many remarkable 
changes incidental to the life of the frontiersman. 
Politically, he and his son are strong Democrats 
and deepy interested in both local and national 
issues. 

Mr. Stiles has until recently taken an active in- 



terest in the schools of the ooanty, and is a well- 
known friend to educational advancement. He 
gave bis children a good common-school education, 
and his eldest son taught school many 3'eai*s. Our 
subject, although a man of sterling integrity of 
character, has never been connected with any 
church organization or fraternal society. E. H. 
Stiles, the eldest living son of our subject, was 
born in Polkton Township m 1849, and, growing 
up to manhood on his father's farm, assisted in the 
summer and in the winter attended the district 
school. When about twenty-two years of age he 
engaged in teaching school and, continuing for 
five years a successful instructor, in the mean time 
attended the Grand Rapids Business College. Un- 
til the winter of 1892-1893 he taught contin- 
uously, and during the summer months, as in 
youth, engaged industriously in the pursuit of 
agriculture. He was married in 1876 to Miss Mary 
A. Coburn, of Zeeland, and a daughter of Milan 
Coburn. This excellent and accomplished lady 
was always delicate, and upon July 2, passed 
away mourned by all who know her. Mr. Stiles 
has been active in the local politics of Ottawa 
County and ably served as Clerk of Polkton 
Township. In June, 1893, he was commissioned 
under President Cleveland Postmaster of Coop- 
ersville, an oflfice whose duties he is well adapted 
to discharge to the great satisfaction of his fellow- 
townsmen. Fraternally, Mr. Stiles is a Knight of 
Honor, and socially is a popular man, enjoying the 
high regard of many friends. 





ORNELIUS WESTRATE. Many of the 
most active and enterprising residents of 
Holland Township are natives of this 
county and have here spent the greater portion of 
their lives. In them we find men of true loyalty 
to the interests of this part of the State, who un- 
dei*6tand,as it were by instinct, the needs, social 
and industrial, of this vicinity, and who have a 
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thorough knowledge of its resources. They are 
therefore better adapted to succeed here than a 
stranger could be, and are probably without ex- 
ception warmly devoted to the prosperity of their 
native place. 

Cornelius Westrate was born m Ottawa County, 
Zeeland Township, Mich., in 1849, to the union of 
Marienus and Johanna (Zoutwel) Westrate, both 
of whom were natives of the Netherlands. The 
father learned the carpenter's trade in his youtli, 
and was married in the Old Country. There six 
children were born to his first union. About 
1847 he emigrated to the United States witli his 
family, located at Zeeland, Ottawa County, Mich., 
and there married Miss Zoutwel, who bore him 
one child, the subject of this sketch. In tliis 
township the father bought land, and in connec- 
tion with farming carried on his trade until 1851, 
when he was killed by a fall from a house. Of 
the children born to the first union, the following 
are now living: Joseph, Nellie, Jane and William. 
Their mother died in the Old Country. After the 
death of Mr. Westrate his widow married Matthew 
Naye, by whom she had one child, Jane Maggie, 
now the wife of George Lokes. 

Until nearly twenty-one years of age our sub- 
ject remained under the parental roof, and the 
fundamental principles of education were instilled 
into his young mind in tlie common schools. 
After leaving home he worked out for different 
farmei-s in the section for about a year, and was 
then united in marriage to Miss Henrietta Kloos- 
terman, daughter of John and F'annie (Yink) 
Klooster man, natives of Holland. The happy do- 
mestic life of our subject has been blessed by 
the birth of eight children, as follows: Marienus, 
who married Miss Maggie Depen hurst; Fannie, 
Johanis, John, Minnie, Peter, Albert and William. 

At the time of his marriage our subject had 
little or no means, and the day after his union 
he began work in a sawmill at Zeeland, receiv- 
ing ^1.50 per day. He worked for other people 
until 1875, when he rented a farm for four years. 
His life of industry and usefulness and his record 
for integrity and true-hearted faithfulness in all 
the relations of life have had their effect, and he 
is now the owner of one hundred acres of land. 



with good substantial buildings, all erected by 
himself. He has the respect and esteem of a large 
circle of friends, and he and his estimable wife 
are members of the Holland Reformed Church 
of Zeeland. In politics be inclines to the platform 
of the Republican party. Has held the oflSce of 
Road Commissioner, and for thirteen years was a 
school officer. 
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ON. CHARLES HENRY HACKLEY,alum- 
I' berman of Muskegon, was borD January 3, 
1837, at Michigan City, Ind. His father,Jo- 
seph H. Hackley, was a native of the State of 
New York, of Welsh descent, and for many yearei 
contractor and railroad builder. His mother, whose 
maiden name was Salina Fuller, passed her early 
youth in Ohio, and attained to the age of forty- 
eight years, dying at Muskegon August 16, 1864. 
They had five children, three sons and twodaogh- 
ters, of whom our subject was the eldest, and 
is the only one now living. While quite young, 
his parents moved to South port, now Kenosha, 
Wis., and here Mr. Hackley obtained his education 
at the district schools. 

Arriving at the age of fifteen years, our subject 
left school and engaged with his father in road- 
build in u:. At seventeen years of age he had un- 
der him a gang of men and had charge of twenty 
miles of plank road, his duty being to keep it in 
repair. His time was devoted to hard work in 
connection with his father's business until the 
spring of 1856, when he engaged to work his pass- 
age to Michigan on the schooner "Challenge." 
Landing in Muskegon on the morning of April 
17, 1856, with only a few dollars in his possession, 
he went to work at noon on the same day as a 
common laborer for Durkee, Truesdell <k Co., lum- 
ber manufacturers, and without asking what re- 
muneration he was to receive. His foreman after- 
ward gave in his time at $22 per month, which 
the firm later increased to $26. In the fall of 
185G, when the mill had shut down, he went into 
the woods for tlie same compan3% and there he 
was employed the following winter, scaling logs. 
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receiving $30 per month as wages. The next 
spring he was made outside foreman and had 
charge of the men engaged in sorting and piling 
lumber and clearing the mill. 

The fall of 1857 was a disastrous one for the 
lumber interests, a large number of manufactur- 
ers failing, and comparatively little logging was 
done in the woods in the ensuing winter. Mr. 
Hackley, through his energy, perseverance and 
ability, had by this time gained the confidence and 
esteem of his employers, and they suggested that 
if he would return to Kenosha and spend the win- 
ter at the commercial school at that place, they 
would pay a portion of his expenses, with the un- 
derstanding that if he proved competent he was 
to return the following spring and take charge of 
their books. This proposition was accepted, but 
during his absence, the firm of Durkee, Truesdell 
& Co. went into liquidation and Gideon Truesdell 
became its successor. 

Early in 1858 Mr. Hackley became book-keeper 
for Mr. Truesdell and also had charge of the ship- 
ments of lumber and of the supply store, which he 
ran in connection with the mill, and he filled this 
position acceptably, while still receiving only $30 
per month salary, until the spring of 1859. Pom- 
eroy ^ Holmes, lumber manufacturers, failing at 
this time, Mr. Hackley, with his father and Mr. 
Truesdell, purchased the property and organized 
the firm of J. H. Hackley & Co., under which name 
the business was successfully conducted for the 
next two seasons. In 1860 the firm purchased 
the property known as the ''Wing mill," which 
they continued to operate until 1866, Mr. Hackley 
assuming charge of the books of the two mills in 
addition to those of Mr. Truesdell, while he was 
as well general manager for the latter, who had 
moved to Chicago. 

In 1866 Mr. Hackley purchased Mr. Truesdell's 
interest in the old Pomeroy & Holmes mill, and 
with his father and brothers, Edwin and Porter, 
organized the firm of Hackley <fe Sons, under which 
style the business was continued until 1874. In 
the same year James McGordon purchased the 
interests of J. H. Hackley and Gideon Truesdell 
in the old "Wing mill" and went into partnership 
with our subject, under the firm name of Hackley 



<fe McGordon. In 1873 the Hackley <fe Sons mill 
was sold and removed, and a new one erected 
upon the same site at a cost of $80,000. The 
following year J. H. Hackley died, and shortly 
afterward the mill of Hackley <fe McGordon was 
destroyed by fire, with a loss of $50,000, and an 
insurance of $35,000. 

Mr. McGordon having on the death of J. H. 
Hackley purchased an interest in the firm of Hack- 
ley <fe Sons, a new firm was organized, under the 
name of C. H. Hackley <fe Co. Edwin Hackley 
died in 1875, and in 1880 James McGordon died. 
The latter's interest was bought by Thomas Hume, 
and the firm again changed its name, adopting 
that of Hackley <fe Hume. In 1884 Porter Hack- 
ley died, when the entire business became vested 
in Charles H. Haokley and Thomas Hume, and has 
since that time been conducted by them under the 
firm name of Hackley <fe Hume.. 

The mill has a capacity of about thirty million feet 
of lumber and eight million pieces of lath per season 
and is doing one of the largest businesses on Mus- 
kegon Lake, and, in fact in the State of Michigan. 
Their timber lands are principally in Clare County, 
from which for many yeai-s they cut annually about 
thirty million feet of lumber and hauled from 
ten to fifteen million feet for parties owning tim- 
ber in the same vicinitj^allof which is transported 
over their own logging railroad, fifteen miles in 
length, to the Muskegon River at Jonesville, Clare 
County. They are also owners of sailing-vessels, 
which are employed in carrying their product 
to Chicago, where their principal market is found. 
The firm also own large tracts of pine timber lands 
in Minnesota, Wisconsin, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi and South Carolina. They are also in- 
terested in the H. C. Akeley Lumber Company, of 
Minneapolis, Minn., an incorporated company or- 
ganized in January, 1889. Mr. Hackley is President 
of the Hackley National Bank, a stockholder of the 
Lumberman's National Bank of Muskegon, a stock- 
holder of the Muskegon Savings Bank and the 
Oceana County Savings Bank, situated at Hart, 
and is also a stockholder in twelve other national 
banks in various States in the Union. He is Treas- 
urer of the Muskegon Booming Company. 

Mr. Hackley succeeded his father in tlie ofl3ce of 
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County Treasurer on tlie death of the latter in 
1874, and in 1877 was elected Alderman of the 
Fourth Ward of the city, holding that office for 
two terms. He was elected a member of the Board 
of Education in 1877 for a term of three years, re- 
elected in 1880 but declined to serve, and in 1888 
he was again elected to the same office, and by re- 
election has been a member since, and is now 
President of the Board. May 25, 1888, Mr. Hack- 
ley announced to the Board of Education his pur- 
pose and desire to place in their hands and in 
trust forever the sum of $100,000 for the erection 
and maintenance of a public library and reading- 
room in the city of Muskegon. The conditions 
of the grant were of the most liberal character, 
in the main being that the library and reading- 
room should be kept open to the public without 
charge, and with suitable rules and regulntions to 
be prescribed by the Board. The library is one of 
circulation as well as reference, and the reading- 
room is furnished with tlie best periodical liter- 
ature of the day. Since tlie donation was made, 
Mr. Hackley has for the third time become a mem- 
ber of the Board of Education, this time by a 
unanimous vote, and has been enabled to give his 
own counsel in the carrying into execution of 
the grand trust he has established. In commem- 
oration of the gift, the lk>ard of Education or- 
dained that the 25th of May in each year shall 
be forever set apart and observed by exercises 
of a special character, commemorative of the muni- 
ficence, public spirit and good-will of the donor. 
Mr. Hackley subsequently made an additional 
donation of $25,000, the amount to be devoted to 
the purchase, after finishing the library building, 
of books, which further illustrates the philan- 
thropic spirit of the man, and makes the most 
princely gift known to Michigan, while it adds 
materially to the value and usefulness of the ben- 
efactor. 

Before building the library, the Board of Edu- 
cation called for competitive designs from six 
leading architects of the country, with the result 
that in August, 1888, the Board selected the plans 
submitted by Patton & Fisher, architects, of Chi- 
cago, 111. The building is a massive structure of 
the Romanesque style of architecture, built of pink 



syenite granite, with brown-stone trimmings. It is 
symmetrical and artistic, and has a picturesque <k)or 
of graceful design in one corner, and a combiiu- 
tion of gaoles, windows, arches and columns which 
give a rich and impressive appearance. A broad en- 
trance with steps fronts on Webster Avenue, and 
there is a private entrance on Third Street, Dear 
the book-room. From the main entrance a haO 
opens into the delivery room, 31x50 feet in size, 
fronting on Webster Avenue. To the left of thb 
room is a reference library, and to the right i 
spacious reading-room, with ladies' reading-room 
adjoining, and the librarian's room on the north. 
The book-room, extending alon^ Third Street and 
lighted on three sides, is 42x56 feet, and will hold 
seventy-one thousand five hundred volumes. On 
the second fioor is a spacious room, with smaller 
and convenient rooms adjoining, suitable for le^ 
ture room, art gallery, museum or other purfKMes. 
The basement is divided into convenient roons 
for storage, heating apparatus, fuel and such pur- 
poses as may hereafter be determined. The build- 
ing is constructed in the must durable and sub- 
stantial manner, is practically fire-proof, and noth- 
ing has been left undone to make it an attractive 
and convenient building, in every res|>ect adapted 
to the purpose for which it is used. 

Our subject was married October 3, 1864, to 
Julia E., daughter of Hiram Moore, of Center- 
ville, Allegany County, N. Y. Mr. Hackley pos- 
sesses in a marked degree those elements of char- 
acter that insure business success. He is observ- 
ant, silent, critical, and accurate in judgment, 
and is gifted with unusual executive ability in the 
administration of business affaira. His counsel is 
always sought and made use of in the direc^ 
tion of the many financial and business corpon- 
tions with which he is connected. In theselectioo 
of men to aid him in the conduct of his numerons 
and im)K)rtant business enterprises, his practfol 
sagacity is exemplified and justified. To such he 
gives his fullest confidence, and the trust isampljr 
repaid. Affable and courteous in his manners t<K^ 
ward all, he is nevertheless unobtrusive and r^v^ 
tiring. Fond of domestic life and the societv ^/ ^ 
friends in informal gatherings, he shuns crowr6« 
social or political. 
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and won for his wife Miss Marj- E. Stephenson. 
In 1846 he removed to Calhoun County, Mich., 
where he purchased a tract of land, on wliich he 
resided until liis death, having become the father 
of four children. 

The youthful days of our subject were spent 
in Calhoun County, and there he obtained a 
practical education in the public schools, and still 
later finished his studies in Mayhew's Business 
College, at Albion. For some time following this 
he taught school, worked on the farm, and his 
leisure moments were devoted to the study of 
medicine, for his naturally kind heart turned in- 
stinctively to that broad field of human suffering 
for his life work. In 1867 he went to Cincinnati 
and entered the Eclectic Medical Institute, from 
which he was graduated in February, 1869. He 
soon after located in Plainwell, Mich., where he 
practiced his profession until August, 1880; he 
then went to Fillmore, and in 1883 came to Hol- 
land, where he has practiced the regular system of 

I 

medicine with much success, and is already largely 
patronized. 

In 1876 he was married to Miss Gertrude I. 
Giddings, a grand-niece of Joshua R. Giddings, 
the great anti-slavery advocate. Mrs. Yates was 
born in Kalamazoo County, Mich., and has borne 
her husband three children: Grace W., Amy M. and 
Avis G. The Doctor has always been a Republican 
sympathizer and supporter, and by that parly was 
elected Coroner of Ottawa County, and afterward 
Ma3'Or of the city. He was for i\ve years a mem- 
ber of the Board of Education, is President of the 
Grand River Valley Medical Society, is a member 
of the National and State Associations of Rail- 
way Surgeons, is Surgeon for the Chicago <fe West 
Michigan Railroad, and by appointment is Sur- 
geon for the American Casualty Company. 

Our subject and his family attend the Hope Re- 
formed Church, in which they are active workers, 
and in the social circles of the town of Holland 
they are held in high esteem. The Doctor's ortice 
is located in the McBride Block, and his time is 
fully occupied with the large practice which his 
knowledge of his calling, his kind and cordial man- 
ners, and his promptness in responding to the calls 
upon his services among rich and poor alike have 



won for him. He is a valuable addition to the 
city, and by his energy, push and public spirit has 
done much to make the town of Holland what it 
now is. 
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RED HAMLIN CAMPBELL. Among the 
young men who have gained prominence 
1^ in Ottawa County, and who through the 
exercise of perseverance and energy- have accu- 
mulated a large share of this world's goods, 
we pre^jent the name of Fred H. Campbell. 
For a number of years engaged at the trade of t 
blacksmith, he is now following the vocation of 
agriculture, being the owner and occupant of a 
highly-cultivated farm in Georgetown Township, 
where he has made his home for a short time. 
Possessing a large amount of energy and deter- 
mination, these qualities, combined with good judg- 
ment, have contributed to his success as a farmer. 

Born in Iowa, March 5, 1861, our subject is the 
son of Dennis Campbell, who was born in tlie 
State of New York and there spent his early man- 
hood, removing thence to Iowa, where he followed 
the trade of a carpenter for many ^-ears. He 
resided in New York, where his death occurred in 
1891. A man of vigorous intellect and genial 
manners, he was mourned in death by a lar^ 
circle of acquaintances, who held him in high 
regard. Prior to removing to Iowa he had been 
united in marriage with Miss Elizabf th Wilcox, 
who was born in the Empire State, her father and 
mother being natives respectively of Pennsylvanii 
and New York. 

Of a family of eight children, our subject was 
the fifth in order of birth. He was reared to ma- 
turity in Iowa and New York, where he was a 
student in the graded schools, and, being a diligent 
pupil, he gained a fair education. In 1882 be 
came to Michigan and located at Whitneyville, 
Kent County, where for two years he followed the 
trade of a blacksmith. Disposing of his interests 
in that village, he removed to Hudsonville, Ottawa 
County, where he conducted a blacksmith's shop, 
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ng on an extensive business in that line for 
I yeai*s. Upon selling out there, he located, 
)3, upon the farm in Georgetown Township 

he has since made his home and where he 
es in raising tlie various cereals. 
1880 Mr. Campbell and Miss Lizzie,daughter 
Iket Croninger, of Kent County, Mich., were 
i in marriage, and they are now the parents 
ee children: Frank, Arthur and Roy. In 
>litical belief, Mr. Campbell is a true-blue 
)lican,and considers that protection of homo 
:ries is the secret of national progress. 

he is not identified with any religious 
ization, he gives his support to the Congre- 
al Church, of which his wife is an active 
er. Socially, he affiliates with Hudson ville 
I No. 346, I. O. O. F., and has been an in- 
nt of all the chairs in his lodge. As a citi- 
e occupies a high place in the confidence and 
I of his businessassociates,as wellas of those 
he meets socially. 
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ENRY KREMERS, M. D. In the learned 

professions Ottawa County has many noted 

representatives, and this is particularly so 

in the field of medical science. In a re- 

)f this kind it will be readily understood 

ily the most conspicuous figures in a repre- 

ve class can receive special mention. One 

leading members of the learned profession 

iicine is Henry Kremers, who is a native of 

d Township, Ottawa County, Mich., his 

laving occurred on the 15th of July, 1850. 

father of our subject, William Kremers, 

jvn in the Netherlands in 1820, and there 

kI his education. In 1846 he emigrated to 

and of the free," and the following year 

ip his residence in Ottawa County, Mich., 

was not until 1848 that he entered land of 

n and began tilling the soil. The land was 

t lime a wilderness, but with the utmost 



energ}'^ and perseverance he succeeded in laying 
the forest low, bringing his land to a good state of 
cultivation and otherwise improving it with good 
buildings. He was married to Miss Annie, a 
daughter of Lucas Heins, who died in Holland. 
The widow came to the United States with the 
family in 1849. Dr. Henry Kremers was one of 
six children, the others being as follows: Harry, a 
minister of the Presbyterian Church; Lucas, a 
farmer in South Dakota; Alices Jennie, and one 
that died in infancy. The father of this family 
lived a useful life, and in 1878 died on the farm 
where many of his years were spent. Our subject 
was reared on the old home place in Zeeland 
Township, Ottawa County, and, like the great ma- 
jority of farmer boys at that time, his education 
was such as could be obtained in the common 
schools of that day. His time when not in school 
was spent in assisting his father on the farm, and 
he obtained a thorough knowledge of the details 
of agriculture. Later he entered college, where 
he prosecuted his studies for four years. After 
teaching school for one year, lie entered the medi- 
cal department of the Michigan State University, 
at Ann Arbor, from which he was graduated with 
the degree of M. D. in 1876. Very shortly after- 
ward he located in the neighborhood of his old 
home, where he followed his profession for six 
yeai-s. In 1882 he took up his residence in Hol- 
land, and here has since pursued his practice with 
the best success. 

In 1877 the Doctor was united in marriage with 
Alice, a daughter of Ryder Van Zwala wen burg, 
who was born and reared in Holland, but eventu- 
ally became a citizen of the United States. The 
Doctor and his wife have five sons: William, 
Robert E., Edward S. D., Clarence II., and Ernest. 
Shortly afttr locating in Holland our subject 
formed a partnership with William Z. Bangs in 
the drug business, which connection continued for 
about three years. He then l)ought Mr. Bangs' 
interest, and has conducted the business alone 
since that time, John Roost being at the head of 
the drug department. He owns some valuable 
business property in the town, and has a handsome 
residence at the corner of Market and Twelfth 
Streets, A DeipQcrat politically, he has held the 
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office of Mayor of Holland and is a member of 
the Board of Education. He is a Director in the 
First State Bank and is one of the stockholders in 
the Holland & Chicago Transportation Company. 
For some time he has been connected with the 
Michigan State Medical Association, the American 
Medical Association and the Grand River Medical 
Society. He is one of the popular citizens of the 
place and is a physician of great skill and ability, 
as is attested by his large general practice. 
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\l? SAAC F. HUNTOON, a practical general agri- 
I culturist and one of the most extensive fruit- 
/li growers of Cedar Creek Township, Muske- 
gon County, Mich., is a lifetime resident of the 
State, and was born in Ingham County, in the town 
of Leslie, February 23, 1844. His parents, William 
and Clarissa (Stone) Hun toon, were natives of the 
Empire State and New Hampshire, respectively. 
Married in New York, the father and mother emi- 
grated to Michigan in 1838, and took a prominent 
place among the pioneer settlei*s of the Wolverine 
State. The father, a tiller of the soil, purchased an 
unimproved farm of one hundred and twenty 
acres, one hundred acres of which lie brought up 
to a high state of cultivation. In 1867 William 
Hun toon, after a career of industrious usefulness, 
passed away lamented by all who knew him. The 
home of the parents was blessed by the birth of 
eight children. Ora J. is the wife of Leander Land-' 
fair; I. F. is our subject; Lydia B. married Will- 
iam Vickery; Samuel J., who was killed at the 
Weldon Railroad in Virginia, was a brave soldier 
and was severely wounded in the first Battle of 
the Wilderness; Harriet E. is the wife of George 
Labertaux; James W. lives in Ingham County; 
and Clarissa married George Gates. The eighth 
child passed away in infancy. The mother, now 
arrived at an advanced age, yet survives. 

Our subject was educated in the common schools 
of Ingham County and was reared upon his fath- 
er's farm. Upon the breaking out of the Civil 



War Mr. Huntoon enlisted in Company D, T^ 
seventh Michigan Infantry, and, attached 
Army of the Cumberland, served in that 
mand with courage one year. He was later 
Ninth Army Corps, and was engaged in nui 
battles. After joining with 'his regime) 
Army of the Tennessee, our subject partic 
in the siege of Vicksburg, from there pro< 
over the Cumberland Mountains to Kno 
where he took part in the siege of that cit 
later engaged in the battle at Campbell S 
Mr. Huntoon also fought with gallantry at 
berry Plains and afterward went to Ann 
Md., and was attached to the Army of Vi 
Later, taking an active part in the Virgin if 
paign, he was engaged in the Battle of th< 
derness, Spottsylvania Court House and 
Harbor. Upon the 17th of June wounded i 
right hip at the first charge of Petersburg 
Huntoon was removed to the Harwood Hosp 
Washington, D. C, where he remained until 
recovered, in November, 1864. Returning 
army, our subject was immediately engaged 
siege of Petersburgh and was with his re^ 
among the victorious forces when the cit 
captured. The fight of Appomattox Court J 
Va., where Gen. Lee was captured, com 
the battlefield experiences of Mr. Huntooi 
with his comrades returned to Washingtoi 
became one of the guards of Surratt and J 
and was likewise one of the guards upon tl 
of the execution of Mrs. Surratt and her co 
ions. On the very same day our subject ret 
home and was mustered out of the service ; 
troit, Mich., August 5, 1865, after servin| 
yeai*s and nine months. Mr. Huntoon wa 
times wounded, but only once seriously. 

On again entering upon the ever3'day w( 
life, our subject worked on shares his father^ 
for two years, later purchasing fort}' acres o 
in Ingham County. He also received emploj 
in a lumber-mill for three 3'ears, and for tw< 
a-half years handled a large contract for 
hauling. In 1876, Mr. Huntoon removed t<: 
kegon County, where he homesteaded one hu 
and sixty acres of land in Holton Township 
improved a greater part of the land and cont 
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capital of $3.50, and all he has accumulated is the 
result of industry, economy and good management 
on his part. He is now one of the wealthy men of 
'the city, is public spirited and enterprising and is 
well posted on all the current topics of the day. 
His high reputation and material prosperit}'' came 
as the reward of unusual abilities, industriously 
applied, and he is esteemed by all. 
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ARTIN RYERSON, an enterprising and 
prosperous farmer located in Cedar Creek 
Township, near Holton, Muskegon County, 
Mich., is a native of the State of New 
York, and was born April 20, 1840. Mr. Ryerson 
was the third child of the five little ones who 
blessed the home of Richard and Sarah (Acker- 
man) Ryerson, who were natives of New Jersey 
and New York State, respectively, and of German 
ancestry. The father came with his family to 
Michigan in 1844, and for a short time settled in 
Muskegon, later locating in what is now Newaygo 
County. He engaged in the lumbering business, 
and also kept the first hotel at the " Dam," now 
known as Ryerson 's Hills farm. The brother of 
Richard Ryerson emigiated to the Wolverine 
State many years before the father of our subject, 
and was one of the early Indian traders. The 
father after a time removed to Kenosha, Wis., 
and there devoted his time to contracting and 
carpenter work. He continued in the latter em- 
ployment seven yeai-s, and then returned to Mus- 
kegon, where he conducted the hotel business 
for the three succeeding years. He also engaged 
with success in the grocery business, and after a 
long life of busy usefulness now makes his home 
in Newaygo County with a son. Twice married, 
the mother of our subject was his first wife, and 
boi*e him these sons and daughters : Jane, wife of 
John Hepp, of Muskegon ; Maria, widow of Henry 
Moth ; Martin, our subject; and Libbie, wife of 
George Dohs, of Tioga County, N. Y. 



Mrs. Sarah (Acker man) Ryerson passed away 
deeply mourned in 1848. She was a member o^ 
the Congregational Church and a woman of mo^ 
exemplary character, beloved by all who kne^ 
her. In 1849, the father, wedding a second tii^ 
was united in marriage with Miss Maria Gardm^^ 
of New York. To this union were born sev^^ 
children, one of whom died unmarried. Ta^ 
eldest, Sarah, is deceased; Mary is the wife gf 
Arthur Severy, of Muskegon County; Charles was 
the third in order of birth ; Ida married John 
Martin, of New Mexico; George when last heard 
of was in Montana; Annie is deceased; and Aooie, 
the second of the name, is married to Thomas 
Berry, of Chicago. Our subject attended tlic 
district schools of Muskegon and Wisconsin an c 
at eighteen 3'ears moved with his father to afarac 
and entered with energy into the tilling of tti 
soil. Continuing upon the old homestead, which ft: 
has now owned for twenty-one years, Mr. Ryersd 
there began life for himself immediately after cm 
taining his majority, but during his twenflE 
fourth year went to Muskegon and worked 
foreman in a lumber-mill for Tunis Ryerson thac 
years. The succeeding two years he successfuB. 
logged on the Muskegon River, but finally < 
cided to make farming the vocation of his T: 
and, purchasing eighty acres of his father's hour 
stead, settled down to the daily pursuit of 
cultural duties. His highly cultivated land 
well improved with excellent buildings and iso 
of the most attractive farms in that localitj'. 

Making a specialty of sheep raising, our subj 
breeds, for the mutton only, the coarse- woole-^ 
variety. He has made a success of general famC 
ing, his abundant harvest annuall}' yielding hiir 
excellent returns for the time and labor expendedl 
In 1867 Martin Ryerson and Miss Delia J. Will 
son, of Montcalm County, Mich., were uniteti in 
marriage. Mrs. Ryerson was the daughter of Mr 
and Mrs. D. A. Wilson, who reared a family o- 
seven children. Delia, the estimable wife of oo^ 
subject, was the eldest; Otis lives in Montcali:: 
County; Alice is the wife of P. Holcomb; Greor^ 
resides in Oregon; Jerome is deceased; Nora is th- 
wife of Charles Mattison, of Oregon; and Be^ 
makes his home in Montcalm County. Mr. aitf 
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thing he had made. In the fall of the same year 
he located on one hundred and sixty acres, com- 
prised in his present farm in Casenovia Township. 
In addition to this estate, he is the owner of two 
hundred acres, which he has cleared and improved 
with substantial buildings. lie is also the owner 
of a fine fish pond. In 1861 he purchased a mill 
at Casenovia, which for a number of years he con- 
tinued to manage. Then, in company with a 
brother, he built a mill at Moon I^ke, which he 
operated for eight years. During the year 1877 
he went to Buffalo. N. Dak., where he resided for 
five yeai-s, returning thcnc^e to Casenovia. He is 
the owner of four thousand acres in Arkansas 
County, Ark., and has platted the village known 
as Grand Cyprus. 

Mr. Hay ward has been twice married, his first 
wife being Mary, daughter of Brigham Pettengill, 
a lumberman residing in Michigan. The second 
wife of Mr. Hay ward was Alice, daughter of Minor 
Johnson. The fii*st union was childless; the sec- 
ond marriage has resulted in the birth of four chil- 
dren: Edward, Clara, Bornie and Hunter. In his 
political affiliations, our .subject is independent, 
voting for the best men and Ihc best principles, 
irrespective of party ties. 
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j^ERKlT J. DIEKEMA is a prominent at- 
^5— ; torney, who has met with marked suc^*ess in 
^-j4' the practice of his chosen profession. He 
has :i decided veneration for the law, and this, 
coinl)ined with the accuracy of his legal knowl- 
edge, luciditj* of statement and felicitj'of illustra- 
tion, has given him the confidence of all his pat- 
ron-^. He was born at Holland, Mich., March 27, 
185i), a son of W. Diekema, and was reared and 
educated in the town of his birth, receiving the 
advantages of the common schools. In 1873, in 
order to more fully fit himself for the duties of 
life, he entered Hope College, in which he took a 
full classical course, graduating in 1881. Imme- 
diately thereafter he began the study of law in 



the law department of the State University oi 
Michigan, at Ann Arbor, and was graduated Ihen- 
from two years later. He im mediately hung out 
his shingle at Holland, his old hooie, and anlike 
the majority of young lawyers he had not long 
to wait for clients, but at ouce entered upon&B 
active legal practice, which has continued to grow 
in volume until he now has all the work beam 
properl}' attend to. He is at all times faithful to 
the interests of his clients, reads up his cases thor- 
oughly, and is consequently never cau^^ht unpre- 
pared. 

In 1885 our subject was united in marriage with 
Miss Mary Alcott, daughter of Joseph AIoott,i 
resident of Illinois, and to their union a familv of 
three children has been born: Marg^uerite, Mirr 
and Willis. Mr. Diekema, his wife and childreB 
are regular attendants of the Reformed Church of 
America, and are among the most highly respected 
citizens of Holland. Politically, the RepablicaD 
party has always recommended itself to the excel- 
lent judgment of Mr. Diekema, and in 1884 he 
was elected by that party to the position of Super- 
intendent of Schools, which office he filled for two 
3'ears. In 1885 his party further showed its ap- 
preciation of his mental powei-s and i^atriotism and 
his desire for the good of his section by electing 
him to the State Legislature, and this position be 
filled with distinguished ability for eight years. 

In the session of 1889-90, our subject was Speak- 
er of the House of Representatives, and presided 
with great judgment and wisdom in this respons- 
ble and trying position. He was an able legisla- 
tor, and while serving his constituents in this ca- 
pacity did much good for his own seetioD,aiid 
was by no means indifferent to the welfare of 
other portions of the State. He ib usually on ihe 
Committee of Resolutions in the State Conveo- 
tions of the Republican party, and in all the con- 
ventions of his county he is a leader. In 189:? be 
was honored by receiving the nomination for A^ 
torney -General of the State by his Repablicai 
friends, and at the election had for his opponent 
Mr. Ellis, who was the nominee on the Democratic 
and the People's ticket, and owing to this Hr. 
Diekema was defeated, though he received one 
thousand more votes than the Republican caadidate 
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spector a number of years while residing in Allegan 
Count}'. In the spring of 1893 he was made Super- 
visor of Holland Township, this county, being 
elected by a majority of one hundred and forty- 
three votes. He is a member of the Reformed 
Church in Allegan County and is a Deacon of the 
church. He has been Superintendent of the Sunday- 
school and teacher in the same for many years, and 
is well posted on all Biblical subjects. He owns 
twenty-eight acres where he lives and two houses 
in Holland, but nearly all his time is given to the 
duties of his office. Mr. Lugers was reared in 
the woods and has witnessed the growth and im- 
provement of the country in the last twenty 
years. He remembers when deer were plentiful 
and when Indians were seen almost every day. 
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5^ M. DARLING, wIk) resides on section 24, 
Holton Township, Muskegon County, where 
J^ he carries on agricultural pursuits, is a na- 
tive of the Green Mountain State. He was born 
in Franklin County in 1833, and is a son of Ar- 
nohl and Rebecca (Marrian) Darling. The father 
was born in Vermont in 1807, and throughout 
bib entire life followed the occupation of farming. 
From his youth he made his own way in the 
world, and therefore deserves great credit (or his 
sucpcis. After arriving at mature years he was 
marritjd, and by the union three children were 
born: D. M., Sarah and Rebecca. When our sub- 
ject was six years of age the mother of this fam- 
ily died, and Mr. Darling was again married, his 
second union being with Sarah Preston, by whom 
he hid one child. After her death he wedded 
Jane Chase, and six children were born of the 
third union. 

At quite an early age the subject of this sketch 
began to earn his own livelihood. He worked 
on a farm in order to get a few clothes, and then 
went to school, desiring, if possible, to acquire a 
good English education. When about sixteen 
years of age he learned the carpenter's and stone- 



mason's trades, and, in conDection with work ia 
those lines, he also engaged in moving buildings. 
To some extent he continued his labors as a farm 
hand, and, in fact, followed an3'' honorable pur- 
suit that offered, whereby he might earn a liTeli- 
hood. 

As a companion and helpmate on life's journej. 
Mr. Darling chose Miss Alniire Preston, and unto 
them were born two children, who are yet living: 
Harlon, who married Sophia Ilegstruo ; and Nancy, 
wife of Charles Anderson. The mother of this 
family died after the removal to Michigan, ind 
for his second wife Mr. Darling chose Miss Maiy 
A. Snow, .daughter of Turner and Rachel Snow. 
Their union has been blessed with two daughters: 
Mildred and Hester. 

In 1856 Mr. Darling emigrated Westward &nd 
settled in Vernon, Wis., where he accepted a po- 
sition as overseer of a large farm. He there r«> 
mained until 1863, when he came to Muskegon 
County and settled on land belonging to the 
Indians. Purchasing eighty acres which were still 
in their primitive condition, he began lumbering, 
selling large quantities of timber from his phice. 
He has also worked at the carpenter's trade tot 
considerable extent in Muskegon County, but nov 
devotes his energies exclusively to agricultunl 
pursuits. The buildings upon the place arc all 
monuments to his handiwork, having been erected 
by him, and the other improvements upon tbc 
farm are witnesses of his thrift and enterprise. 

In politics Mr. Darling is a supporter of the 
Republican party, and is now serving as Drainage 
Commissioner. lie holds membership with the 
Grange, and belongs to Dahlgren Post No. 149, 
G. A. R., of Holton, for he was one of the boo- 
ored boys in blue of the late war. He entered* 
the service in 1864, and was assigned to Companj 
G, Eighth Michigan Infantry, under Gen. Burn- 
side. He participiited in the capture of Peters- 
burg and Ft. Stedroan. He received a flesh woond. 
being struck by a spent ball, but was never off 
dut}' until after the close of the war. He was 
present at Lee's surrender, and was in the frooK 
ranks when the army marched between. In Jolj, 
1865, he was honorably discharged in Washing- 
ton, D. C, and sent to Deti*oit, where he was paid 
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county, which was heavily timbered. There were 
few roads and traveling was very dlfHcuIt. The 
timber on our subject's place was mostly hard- 
wood, and therefore possessed unusual value. He 
has brought his farm to a higli state of improve- 
ment, and has himself cleared the greater [>ortion 

of it. 

Tlie boyhood days of our subject were parsed 
in his native land, where he resided until he had 
reached his eighteenth year. As his father was a 
man of considerable means, he gave to his children 
good advantages. Mr. Broner received a good 
education and graduated from one of the higher 
schools. His father was at one time the owner of 
a large tract of land, consisting of over seven hun- 
dred acres. He held various official position dur- 
ing his lifetime and was a Deacon in the Lutheran 
Church. He reached the ripe old age of eighty- 
four years, while his wife, whose maiden name was 
Olie Oleson, departed this life at the age of sixty- 
four. Their family comprised eleven children, 
four of whom died in childhood. The eldest of 
the family, 8ven, is deceased. James is still a resi- 
dent of Sweden, as is also the next younger, John, 
and the youngest of the family, Johanna. Olif 
lives in California. Louis is deceased, and Samuel 
is the subject of this sketch. 

On arriving at his eighteenth year, Samuel 
Broner bade adieu to his many friends and rela- 
tives in the land of his nativity, to seek his for- 
tune in the New World, lie started forth on a 
sailing-vessel, the "Cambia,** and at the end of 
seven weeks on the Atlantic, during which time 
the vessel encountered three very severe storms, 
they arrived safely in New York City. He at 
once proceeded to St. Ix)uis, where he met a brother 
who had come to this country two years previ- 
ously. The latter had changed his name to Broner, 
which our subject also adopted. For six months 
Samuel Broner worked at the furniture trade in 
St. Louis, after which he went to Chicago. In 
1855, he arrived in Michigan, near the present 
site of Whitehall. The country was then sparsely 
settled with white people and bore little promise 
of the great and prosperous future before it. For 
a few months our subject worked at various em- 
ployments in order to obtain a livelihood, and then 



entered one hundred and sixty acres of land trom 
the Government. For some time he engaged in log- 
ging, or up to the time when he became the owner 
of a farm of eighty acres. This property he is stiU 
engaged in cultivating. 

In this county Mr. Broner was united in mir- 
riage with Miss Caroline Reamer, whose birth oc- 
curred in Milwaukee, Wis. Her parents, Ferdi- 
nand and Mary (Winters) Reamer, are natives of 
Germany. Seven children were born to this union 
of Mr. and Mrs. Broner. Three of the number 
died in infancy. John O., the eldest of the family, 
was bom in 1865. Edward W. was called from this 
life when he had reached his majority. Alveni, 
who was born in 1875, and Chester complete the 
family. 

Mr. Broner is an ardent supporter of the Repub- 
lican party and is always to be found in the front 
rank of all enterprises tending* to benefit the im- 
mediate community and the country at lai^. Be 
is industrious and energetic and has ever been 
honorable and just in his dealings with his fellow- 
men. He still clings to the faith of his fathers 
and is a member of the Lutheran Church, which 
he has attended from boyhood. He is a self-mtde 
man, having carved out his own fortune^ and hav- 
ing reached his present prosperity- entirely throagb 
his own unaided efforts. 
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.41 n^ILLIAM B. CHITTENDEN, a successfni 

\rJ// f''"*^/?^^^®*' ^^^ general farmer of OtUwi 
}^ County, and a prominent citizen of Crock- 
ery Township, was born in the town of Dix, Che- 
mung County, N. Y.,November 7, 1850. He traces 
his ancestry to Vermont, where his paternal grand- 
parents, Samuel and Sarah (Hodges) ChittendeD, 
were born, and whence, soon after the War of 1812. 
they removed to Geauga County, Ohio. There 
he followed agricultural pursuits until his dettb. 
His wife passed away while residing in New Tort 
The father of our subject, Benjamin F. Chittea- 
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his entire life to agiicultural pursuits, and was 
both a renter and land-owner of the Old Country. 
With his family he emigrated to the United States 
in 1848, and having made a safe voyage did not 
tarry long in the P2ast, but made his way directly 
to Michigan, where he bought twenty acres lo- 
cated in the dense woods of Ottawa County, and 
situated upon section 31, township of Holland. 
Cultivating the soil and improving the farm with 
good buildings, he lived to see most of the acres 
yielding an abundant annual harvest, and in the 
Wolverine State reared his family. The mother 
of Mr. Diekema was a widow when she married the 
father, and by her first husband, Walter Vos, had 
two daughters: Martha, aged seventy-eight, a 
resident of the Old Country; and Catherine, 
widow of Marcus Nienhuis. The union of the 
father and mother was blessed by the birth of two 
children: Wiepke, our subject; and Eilke, the wife 
of Paul Berghois, living one mile east of Holland. 
The parents were both devout members of the Re- 
formed Church and were active in good work. Tiie 
father, politically a Republican, was well versed 
in the aflfaii*s of Government. He did not long 
survive middle life, passing away in 1850, at 
fifty -seven years of age. The mother lived to 
reach the advanced age of four-score years and 
two, and peacefully entered into rest. 

Our subject in 1852 married Miss Hendrik- 
jen Stegeman, who was born in the Province 
of Overisel, in the Netherlands, the daughter 
of John and Hendrikjen Stegeman. The home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Diekema was brightened by the 
birth of eight intelligent children. Peter died 
in infancy; Henerika married John Tencate; Peter 
died at the age of fifteen; G. J. was the fourth in 
order of birth; then follow Aldert, Bouwina, Al- 
bert and Martha. In 1852 our subject bought 
the eighty acres of land where he resides and to 
which he has added until he now owns one hun- 
dred and ten acres, formerly wild land, but all now 
under high cultivation and well improved with 
commodious and substantial buildings, which well 
attest the prosperity of the owner. Our subject 
and his estimable wife are able members of the 
Reformed Church of Holland and are leaders in 
church work. Politically, Mr. Diekema is a Re- 



publican and has been since the war. Long iden- 
tified with matters of local welfare, he began his 
public career as a Roadroaster, being elected to 
the position in 1868. With fidelity discharging 
the duties assigned to him as Supervisor, Commis- 
sioner and Superintendent of the Poor, our sub- 
ject is also a Notary Public and by his oflScial rec- 
ord and private life commands the high regard 
and confidence of all his fellow-citizens. 



% 



r^l^-n 



=:S= 



6, 



»" 



\I| OHN A. THOMPSON. Among the citizens 
I of Muskegon County who have made i 
^^1 success of their agricultural enterprises. 
l^^/ ma}' be mentioned the name of Mr. Thomp- 
son, who conducts farming upon an extensive scale 
in Ravenna Township. He was born in this town- 
ship June 16, 1841, and is the son of John and Ann 
(Hughes) Thompson, natives of Scotland, who 
were there born and reared. His father emigrated 
to America at the age of thirty years, preceding 
his family, and after landing came West to Illinois, 
where he worked as a laborer for a |>eriod of one 
and one-half years. 

I hiving accumulated a sufficient sum of money 
to pay the passage of his family to America, Mr. 
Thompson, Sr., wrote them to come, and upon 
their arrival lie settled in Ravenna, Muskegon 
County, Mich., where he operated as a renter and 
engaged in farming pui*suits. Later he purchased 
a farm, which he cultivated until his death, in 
1873. He and his wife were the parents of nine 
children, of whom four are now living, our sub- 
ject being the eldest of the surviving members of 
the family. He acquired his education in the 
schools of Ravenna Township, and during his va- 
cations worked on the home farm. 

At the age of twenty Mr. Thompson began to be 
self-supporting, and has since conducted farming 
operations in this township, where he owns two 
hundred and sixty acres of arable land. On New 
Year's Da}'^, 1874, he was united in marriage with 
Miss Mary Anderson, who was bom in Ohio, being 
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his part in the promotion of enterprise and edu- 
cational advancement. Passing his mature years 
among the friends of a life-time, Mr. Dewitt re- 
ceives the confidence of all who know him, and is 
esteemed for his sterling integrity of character 
and thorough business efficiency. 
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D. MEINHARDI. M. D., an experienced 
physician and skillful druggist of White- 
hall, Muskegon Count}', Mich., is a native 
y^f/ of Emden, in the province of Hanover, and 
was born in the western part of the German Em- 
pire October 18, 1848. Dr. Meinhardi is the son 
of James and Tedina (Lorentz) Meinhardi, who 
were both likewise born in the province of Han- 
over. The paternal grandfather, D. .1. Meinhardi, 
was known as one of the most eminent surgeons of 
his day. The father, James, was also a noted 
physician, having the title of "San i tats rath,'* and, 
having been a member of the "Kronenorden,'* 
was classed among the foremost physicians of 
his country. He amassed a large fortune, and 
died in his native land at the advanced use of 
ninety-three, in October, 1892. Tedina Lorentz^ 
the mother of our subject, was the daughter of 
Judge Antone Lorentz, a man of high position in 
his locality. An uncle of Dr. Meinhardi 's, also 
named An lone Ix)rentz, was a prominent lawyer 
and received the title of "Justiz-Rath." The mother 
passed away in her native land in 1891, aged sev- 
enty-eight years. Our subject was one of a family 
of thirteen children. Julia married Fritz Kopp, 
Secretary of the Circuit Courts of Emden, Ger- 
many. Ella is the widow of Mr. Sanders, for 
years a clerk in the State Courts of Ostfriesland. 
Johann was a Lieutenant in the Sixth Infantry, 
in the Hanoverian army, and died during his term 
of service. Anna married Jacol) Jacobs, 01)er-Post 
Secretary at Emden. Anton was an ofKcer in the 
German navy, and is a well-known sea-captain in 
the merchants' trade between Germany and Brit- 
ish ports. Rudolph is a member of the firm of 



Schreiber <& Co., large stove manufacturers in 
Ostfriesland. This firm employs rsome five or six 
hundred men, and is a leading house of Germany. 
Karl is a wealthy German farmer. George, a Lieo- 
tenant in the Third German Hussar Cavahry, was 
killed while on dutj" by being thrown from bb 
horse. Edmund is a prosperous agriculturist of 
Ostfriesland. Eduard was for many years Ad- 
ministrator of the Emperor's Drug Store, bat is 
now a resident of Potsdam, and the owner of i 
large drug house. 

Our subject spent the early years of his life in 
his birthplace and received his youthful schooling 
in the gymnasium, and later studied at Auricb, 
where he was engaged with his books when, in 
October, 1869, he volunteered in the German 
army. Third Hussar Cavalry. At the end of one 
year he passed a successful examination, and for 
meritorious conduct on the battlefield of Mars La- 
Tour, where he i*eceived a sabre thrust in the left 
shoulder, was given the Commission of a Lieuten- 
ant, and served as such with marked distinction 
on the field of wnr. Taking an active part in the 
struggle. Dr. Meinhardi remained in the army un- 
til peace was declared between France and Germany. 

In the spring of 1872, our subject entered Fred- 
erick Wilhelm's College at Berlin, and was gradu- 
ated in 1874, receiving one 3'ear's credit for his 
service in the army. After passing one year as a 
])liyi^ieian on an ocean steamer, the Doctor came in 
the fall of 1875 to America, locating at first i 
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Milwaukee, Wis., where he practiced for six years, 
in 1881 removing to Montague, Mich. In the 
spring of 1893, our subject settled permanently in 
Whitehall, opening a drug store, but still contin- 
uing the practice of his profession. Since making 
his home in the United States, Dr. Meinhardi has 
several times visited his native land, having but 
recently returned from Germany, where be had 
been to assist in settling up his father's large es- 
tate, being an heir of the same to a goodly amount 
In 1883 our subject was united in marriage with 
Miss Amanda Molsberger, of Milwaukee, whose 
father. Hen rich Molsberger, was a civil engineer, 
then a resident of Milwaukee, but now a citizen of 
St. James, Neb. The family of Mrs. Meinhardi 
came from Wildbad in the Black Forest of Ger- 
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of Luman Jenison, of which the thirty-five acres 
mentioned above are a part, and he has another 
eighty-acre tract, which is devoted to agricultural 
purposes. 

On the corner of Mr. Hudson's farm there was 
a little schoolhouse, known as Hudson's School- 
house, where religious services were frequently 
held. When the land was surveyed for railroad 
purposes, our subject furnished the property on 
which the depot was erected, and the station was 
called Hudsonville in his honor. He platted 
twentj' acres and laid out town lots, many of 
wliich he has disposed of. His interest in the wel- 
fare of the town has been deep and unceasing, and 
to him more than to any other man is due tlie 
present prosperity of the village. He has given 
his children excellent educational advantages, all 
of them having completed the studies of the dis- 
trict schools. The eldest son, Horace A., received 
a collegiate education at Kalamazoo College, and 
engaged for a time in teaching school. 

After the death of his first wife, Mr. Hudson 
was again married, in 1889 choosing as his wife 
Mrs. Maryette Aurora (Fox) Manning, a native of 
New York. By her former marriage she lias one 
child, Clarence. Mrs. Hudson is an active worker 
in the Congregational Church at Hudsonville, and 
has for years been prominent in the Ladies' Mite 
Society, of which she is an officer. She is a teacher 
in the Sunday-school and a successful worker in 
the temperance cause. Mr. Hudson is a Christian, 
and by his life proves the sincerity of his relig- 
ious belief. 

Socially, Mr. Hudson is identified with the In- 
dependent Order of Odd Fellows, in which he has 
occupied all the chairs, and has served as Treasurer 
for many yeai*s. He is also an active member of 
the Grange, of which he has been Master for 
eleven years. For nine years he served as Director 
of Schools, resigning the position on account of 
the pressure of other duties. In politics, he is a 
Democrat, firm in his allegiance to the party of his 
choice. He has been elected to the positions of 
Highway Commissioner, Township Treasurer (in 
which he served for two years), and Justice of the 
Peace. On the 1st of Maj', 1868, he was appointed 
Postmaster at Hudsonville, and filled that position 



for several years, the postoffice being located in 
his residence. The village was then called Sooth 
Georgetown, and upon the cbang^e of the name to 
Hudsonville, February 18, 1872, he eontiaaed 
Postmaster, serving in that capacity until 1881. 

One of Mr. Hudson's brothers, Asa. served 
throughout the entire period of the Civil Warand 
was under Gen. Sherman, being Orderly-Sergeant 
for that famous general. In three different en- 
gagements he was the last man on tlic field, and 
his braver}' gained for him the respect and admi- 
ration of his comrades in arms. Another broUier 
of our subject, Thomas, enlisted in the defense of 
the Union during the late war and served m Gen. 
Garfield's army. He was a valiant and daring 
soldier until he died from injuries received in tbe 
service. 
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^'OHN HALL, a prominent residentof Muske- 
gon Township, was born in Ireland, May 
18, 1833, and inherits the perseverance of i 
long line of Irish ancestors. His father, 
James Hall, a native of the Emerald Isle, there 
learned the trade of a carpenter in his 3'outh, and 
after his marriage resided for a time in the land 
of his birth. Thence he emigrated to Canada, 
about 1848, where he followed his trade, meeting 
with fair success in his business enterprises. His 
death occuri*ed at the age of fortj'-five years. His 
wife, who bore the maiden name of Margaret 
Thompson, and was likewise a native of Ireland, 
now makes her home in New York, and retains tbe 
vigor of former years, though now seventy-eight 
The eldest of a family of seven children, our 
subject was eighteen years of age at the time he 
bade adieu to his childhood's friends in Ireland 
and took passage for Canada, where he resided un- 
til 1856. He then removed to New York and fol- 
lowed his trade of a carpenter in Rochester for 
two yeai-s. Coming West to Illinois in 1858, he 
was engaged at carpenter work in Putman Coun- 
ty for a number of j'ears. His residence in Mich- 
igan dates from the year 1863, at which time he 
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years was a prominent lumberman of Muskegon, 
Micb. Tbe second marriage of our subject was 
solemnized in Marcb, 1874, his wife being Miss 
Maggie G., daughter of Richard Owens, of Wis- 
consin. Of this union five children were born, 
namely: John T., Homer 8., Charles L., Ksther V. 
and Margaret G. In 1872 Mr. Davis visited his 
old home in Wales, and look that opportunit}' of 
making a tour of the British Isles, but returned to 
this country content to spend his remaining days 
here. His life was singularly blameless, and when 
on the 28th of August, 1893, he received his sum- 
mons to the world beyond, he was prepared to de- 
part. Within the circle of his acquaintanceship, 
he was mourned in death as he had been esteemed 
in life, and his memory will long be cherished 
throughout this county. 





AVID R. WATERS, a prominent citizen of 
a high order of business ability, whose 
prosperous career as a lawyer, editor, and 
gallant soldier of the late Civil War is 
widely known, is now President of the Grand 
Rapids Standard Bed Company, but devotes his 
time principally to fruit culture, and makes his 
home upon an Ottawa County farm not far from 
Spring Lake. Our subject, born in Lycoming 
County, Pa., December 3, 1836, attained to man- 
hood in his native place, but journeying to the 
broader West began life for himself in Oquawka, 
Henderson County, III., where he studied law, 
and in 1858 was admitted to the Bar. Answering 
to the call of his country, Mr. Waters enlisted in 
the army in 1861, and joining Company G, Tenth 
Illinois Infantry, was upon November 19, 1861, 
sworn in as a private. Shortly after, our subject 
received promotion as Second Lieutenant and 
then soon became First Lieutenant, and upon the 
1st of July, 1862, was made a Captain. Under the 
command of Gen. Grant at Mound City, under 
Gen. Pope at New Madrid, at Corinth under 



Hallock, our subject actively participated in the 
leading engagements of those perilous days. Later, 
transferred to the command of Gen. P^ine, he 
went from Corinth to Tuscumbia and from there 
proceeded to Nashville, where he passed under the 
command of Gen. Palmer. 

Mr. Waters was next sent to the South, and re- 
mained with Gen. Rosecrans until he resigned 
in 1864. Our subject was Aide-de-Camp on the 
field under Gen. Davis and served as Judge 
Advocate under the same general. After he re- 
signed from military duties Mr. Waters resumed 
the practice of law in Aledo, Mercer County, IIL, 
and was in partnership with Charles M. Har- 
ris, a member of Congress frona the Quincy Dis- 
trict. About this time, aflSicted with a disease of 
the eye, our subject practically gave up law and 
went into the newspaper business at Aledo, then 
becoming editor of the Mercer County Press, In 
the spring of 1869, Mr. Waters located perma- 
nently in Michigan and, a constant resident of tiic 
State for twenty-four years, has been a leading 
business man and active politician. Soon afta 
his arrival within the Wolverine State he pur- 
chased eighty-five acres of land north of Spring 
Lake, formerly owned by Mre. E. L. Craw, aad 
although giving a portion of his time to a variet? 
of occupations has always been engaged in Uie 
pursuit of agriculture. During 1872 and 1873 
Mr. Waters edited the Spring Lake IndependtnU 
and in 1875 was elected Supervisor of Sprin<y Lake 
Township, and was likewise Assessor of that town- 
ship during the years 1873, 1874 and 1875. 

At about this time our subject settled in Grand 
Rapids and took a position on the Grand Rapids 
DemocraU resigning in 1876. He afterward b^ 
came the editor of the Allegan County DemocrtU 
and remained with that paper until February, 
1881, when he received the editorial charge of the 
Grand Rapids Evening Leader, continuing in ihis 
latter editorial position until the Ist of February, 
1863. Mr. Waters then accepted the wardenship 
of the State House of Correction and Reforma- 
tory, at Ionia. In February, 1885, he returned to 
the Leader and remained the editor of that paper 
from then until the spring of 1890. In the mean 
time he had been appointed United States Mai^hal 
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for the Western District of Michigan. In 1890 our 
subject with others established the Morning Press^ 
of Grand Rapids, Mr. Waters continuing as edi- 
torial writer until December, 1892. Upon the 
organization of the Grange at Spring Lake he was 
elected Secretary of the society and retained his 
oflicial position as long as he was connected with 
the association. The parents of David R. Waters 
were native Pennsylvanians, the descendants of a 
lono^ line of sturdy and industrious ancestry. 
Our subject, entering matrimonial bonds December 
18, 1866, was then united in marriage with Miss 
Alice Latcha, a native of Lycoming County, Pa. 
Of the two children who blessed the union of Mr. 
and Mrs. Waters but one survives, Albert Latcha 
Waters, a graduate of the State Mining School at 
Houghton and the Agricultural College at Lan- 
sing. He was born on the 2d of March, 1869, and 
is a young man of brilliant promise. Ever a leader 
in the local councils of the Democratic party, our 
subject may review with pride the exceptional 
record of his life, which, spent in various fields of 
action, has been filled with useful effort. As a 
soldier, advocate and editor Mr. Waters has 
achieved success and, respected for his qualities as 
a man and citizen, he enjoys the hearty good 
wishes and high regard of a host of friends. 



%•-: 



^^^ 



^^ 




D. MOSHER, one of the old settlers of 
Michigan and one of the leading farmci*s of 
Blendon Township, is a native of the Em- 
pire State, born May 4, 1835. His father, William 
Mosher, as well as his grandfather, James Mosher, 
were natives of New York State, the latter being 
one of the early settlers of the same. William 
Mosher left his native Stale in 1837 and came to 
Michigan, settling first in Oakland Count}^ where 
he tilled the soil for some time. PVom there he 
moved to Clinton County, Mich., purchased one 
hundred and sixty acres of land from the Govern- 
ment, and remained there for eleven years. Sell- 
ing out, he moved to Ionia County, Mich., where 



he passed the closing yeara of his life. His wife's 
maiden name was Samantha Lawrence, and she 
passed her last days in Ionia County also. They 
were the parents of eight children. Lucy, de- 
ceased, was the wife of Jackson Cronket; Laura, 
deceased, was the wife of N. Lake; Louisa, de- 
ceased, was the wife of Fjden Smith; L. B., de- 
ceased, resided in Ionia County, and his widow 
still lives on the old homestead there; L. D., our 
subject is next; L. V. resides in Greenville, Mich.; 
and Wallace is deceased. 

The scholastic training of our subject was re- 
ceived in Clinton and Ionia Counties, and he was 
reared in the pioneer days of that State, when the 
opportunities for getting an education were an^-- 
thing but good. He left the parental roof when 
twenty-one j-eare of age, and began farming on 
rented land, continuing this for two years. After 
this he engaged in the carpenter's trade, which he 
followed for a number of yeai's, and then moved 
to Gratiot County, where he was one of the first 
settlei'S, only four other families living in the 
township of Arcadia. For two years he remained 
there, but not caring about pioneer life he sold 
his claim for quite a handsome sum for those days 
and returned to Ionia County, settling close to 
the town of Reynolds. He there purchased an un- 
improved farm, which he improved and soon after 
sold. From there he moved to Ottawa County, 
and bought a portion of his present propertj-, forty 
acres, and to this he has since a^ded, until he now 
owns one hundred and twenty acres, with thirty- 
four acres under a fine state of cultivation. 

Mr. Mosher owns a steam-thresher, also saws 
some timber, and has a great deal of farm machin- 
ery. He was married in 1855 to Miss Sarah Grow, 
a native of Montcalm County, Mich., and the 
daughter of Eddison and Charlotte (Hill) Grow, 
natives of New York, and old settlei-s of Michi- 
gan. To Mr. and Mrs. Grow were born eight 
children, six of whom lived to be grown. Melissa, 
deceased, the wife of David Walker; Sarah, de- 
ceased, the wife of our subject; Cerena, wife 
of Richard Murry, of Hastings, Mich.; Derius, 
of this county; Mary E., wife of James Murry, 
residing near Hastings; Gertrude, wife of Horace 
Weeks, residing in Kent County; Geraldiue, wife 



354 



PORTRAIT AND BIOCiRAPIlICAL RECORD 



of William Smith, of St. Louis, Midi.; and Wal- 
lace, who died when quite young. To Mr. and 
Mrs. Mosher were born the following children: 
Ellis, who resides in this county; Addison, de- 
ceased, who left a wife in Berlin, Mich.; Leanora; 
Ralph, of this county; Benjamin; Horace; and an 
infant who died unnamed. Mrs. Mosher died on 
the 22d of November, 1891, when fifly-six years 
of age. She was a member of the Christian Church 
in Ionia County. Mr. Mosher is a member of the 
same church. He was a member of the George- 
to.wn Grange, and, like his father, has alw^ays voted 
with the Democratic party. 



gm^g^ 







LAUS KEMME, the onlv German farmer in 
the section of country where he lives, was 
born in Hanover, Germany, May 23, 1837, 
and no one is better known for earnest industry 
and devotion to duty than he. Integrity, intelli- 
gence and system are the ehaniclerislics which 
will advance the interests of any man and will 
tend to the prosperity to which all aspire. As 
these are some of the traits of our subject, it is not 
to be wondered at that he has become prominent 
in his calling and that he is universally respected. 
He came to America in 1868, when thirty-one 
years of age, and settled in Ottawa County, Mich., 
where he has made his home since. Previous to 
coming to this country he was married to Miss 
Metta Brugman, a native also of Germany, and 
one child was born there. 

Upon reaching this State Mr. Kemme had about 
♦ 14 in money and he first engaged as a day la- 
borer, continuing this for four or five years. By 
industry and economy on the part of himself and 
his worthy wife, he accumulated sutficient means 
to purchase forty acres of land in Olive Township, 
and on this made his home and many improve- 
ments for ten years. He then sold out and moved 
on his present farm of two hundred and ten acres. 
He has this fine tract of land all under cultivation 
and raises everything in the way of farm prod- 



ucts. As a farmer, Mr. Kemme has attained an 
enviable reputation, for in conducting his opera- 
tions he has brought his good sense and his prac- 
tical views to bear, and as a result has accumula- 
ted a fair share of this world's goods. He ex- 
tends a helping hand to all public enterprises that 
tend to the development and growth of the coun- 
try, and is very social, friendly and accommo- 
datinor. 

Mr. Kemme *s success has been mostly the result 
of his own exertions, but he received from his old 
home about $1,000. His parents, Claus and Re- 
becca (Umland) Kemme, were wealthy and influen- 
tial people of their native country, Germany, and 
there passed their entire lives. They were the par- 
ents of five children : Margaret,wife of John Brewer, 
who resides in Wisconsin; Claus, our subject; 
Frederick, Rebecca and Catherine deceased. The 
latter was the wife of Henry Elson, of Germany. 
The father of these children served in the war 
with Denmark. He was in the army eight mouths 
and participated in a number of battles, the most 
prominent being Holstein. The marriage of oar 
subject resulted in the birth of eight children, who 
are named in the order of their birth as follows: 
Catherine, Peter, Mary, Augusta, John, Claus, 
Fred and John ( the fii-st of that name), the three last 
being deceased. While residing in the Old Coun- 
try Mr. and Mrs. Kemme were members of the 
Lutheran Church. Mr. Kemme enjoys to an un- 
usual degree the confidence of the communitv and 
is well known for his honesty and sterling in- 
tegrity. His fine farm is a standing monument 
to his industry and good management. 




^^^EORGE WALLIS. Among the well-to-do 
if ^ ^ai'ners of Muskegon County is this gen- 
^^S tleman, who resides on .section 1, Dalton 
Township. His birth occurred in 1820, in Lin- 
colnshire, England. His parents were Wallie and 
Ann (Spencer) Wallis, The former was in turn 
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he son of Wnllie Wallis, aud both were natives 
if Liiicolnsbtr«. They were farmers by oceupa- 
ion, ami for several generaliona it appears that 
his was the vocation of the Wallis family. Our 
ubject's father was at ono time a clerk in tlie 
Church of England, and though his educational 
dvantages had been quite limited he was a man 
fhose true worth and natural ability were apprc- 
iated. He was married on arriving at man's es- 
ate. and reared a family of seven sons: Joseph, 
Villiam, Thomas, Frank, George, Samuel and Kd- 
rard. Our subject is the only survivor of this 
amily, and the only one of the number who left 
lis native land. The mother died when lie was a 
bild of only four years. 

George Wallis remained with his father until 
,e was fourteen years old, when he starteil out to 
]ake his own living by working on s farm. In 
852 he embarked for Australia, and after a long 
nd stormy voyage safely landed at the end of 
xteen weeks. Their vessel, while crossing the 
ay of Biscay, was caught in one of the most ter- 
ble storms ever known in that locality. In Aus- 
alia, Mr. Wallis worked at various kinds of labor 
ir four years. He finally bought one hundred 
id sixty acres of land, only eighteen miles from 
Melbourne. There he remained until February 
3, 1861, when he returned to England with his 
imily, the voyage consuming twelve weeks and 
nee days. 

The wife of George Wallis bore the maiden 
nme of Ann Wallis, her |>arents being John and 
'annie (.Skelton) Wallis. They have had threecliil- 
Iren: Fannie, now Mrs. Charles Putnam; George; 
nd Ann, wife of Chester Leighton. Alwut four 
ears after the Wallis family returned to England 
liey removed to the United States, and at first 
ttled in Genesee County. N. Y,, where our sub- 
ct bought a small piece of land. At the expira- 
on of eight yeara, he traded his New York prop- 
ty for his present farm, a tract of one hundred 
id sixty acres. To this he has since added forty 
;rea, and now has a valuable and desirable place. 
■^lien he became ita possessor, only ten acres had 
jen cleared and the remainder was heavy tim- 
>r-land. After many years of industrious toil, he 
u brought the place to it* present condition, one 



of the best farms in the township, and has made 
many substantial improvements thereon. 

In politics, Mr. Wallis is a true-blue Republican, 
and his indiience can safely be counted upon in 
all questions having for their object the bett«r- 
mont of the community in which he dwelK He 
and his wife arc valued members of the Methodist 
Episcopal Chua-li, with which they have been 
identidcd for many years. They have never re- 
gretted their choice of this country as a place in 
which to make their home, and as the years have 
brought to them success and happiness, tbey con 
only see the wisdom of their move. 
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^fA ARINL'S KAMHOUT is a dealer and im- 
B tV porter of fine wines and liquors in Grand 
^ IS Haven. He has the honor of being 
* a native of this city, bis birth having 

occurred on the 31st of October, 1862. As his 
name indicates, however, he comes from a family 
of Holland origin. His father, Marinus Kamhout, 
■Sr., was a native of Holland, and in that land was 
reared and educated. He learned the machinist's 
trade, which'he followed during the greater part 
of his life as a means of livelihood. On coming 
to America he made bis way to Ottawa County, 
Mich., and is numbered among the early settlers 
of Grand Haven. He was united in marriage 
with Catherine Nemier, also a native of Holland. 
The days of boyhood and youth were quietly 
passed by our subject, who was reared to manhood 
under the parental roof,and in the public schools of 
his native city gained his education. As he arrived 
atyeara when it became necessary for him to make 
bis own livelihood, he began learning the trade of 
manufacturing shingles with the firm of Boyden, 
Akeley & Co., aud after thorouglily mastering the 
business he became manager of one of their mills, 
A position which he filled for seven years to the 
entire satisfaction of his employei's. He then 
severed the connection with that company in or- 
der to engage in business in his own interest, and 



356 



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 



on the 1st of June, 1885, he began dealing in fine 
wines and liquoi*s. He carries everything found 
in a first-class establishment of this kind, and for 
the past eight years has successfully conducted the 
business, which has proved a profitable one to him. 
He is also interested in real estate, having some 
valuable town property. 

Mr. Karahout exercises his right of franchise in 
support of the Democracy, and has been honored 
with public offices. In April, 1890, he was elected 
Alderman of the First Ward of Grand Haven on 
the Democratic ticket, and in 1893 he was re- 
elected to the same position, which he is now 
acceptably filling with credit to himself and to 
the satisfaction of his constituents. He takes 
quite an active interest in educational afifaii-s, be- 
ing a warm friend to the public schools. He 
holds membei*ship with some civic societies, be- 
longing to Highland Tent No. 203, K. O. T. M., 
and Ottawa Lodge No. 46, I. O. O. F. 

A marriage ceremony performed in Grand Hav- 
en in 1883 united the destinies of Mr. Kamhout 
and Miss Jennie Tourville, a native of New York. 
The union of this worthy couple has been blessed 
by :i family of three cliildren, two sons and a 
daughter, namely: Louis, Mamie and Marin us, Jr. 
The family has a pleasant home in the cit}' where 
our subject has spent his entire life and where he 
has a wide acquaintance. 
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^'^ATRICK DOWD, an enterprising and suc- 
JJj cessful agriculturist of Muskegon Town- 
f^ ship, residing on section 36, was born in 
ii County Sligo, Ireland, May 30, 1833. His 
parents, Michael and Bridget (McTernan) Dowd, 
were also natives of the Emerald Isle, where they 
passed their entire lives, the mother dying when 
our subject was a child of eight years. The fam- 
ily consisted of four sons and one daughter. The 
latter died at the age of three years, but the sons 
all attained to manhood years. Patrick, who was 
the eldest child in the family, was reared on his 



father's farm, receiving very limited educationil 
advantages and devoting his attention princi- 
pally to farm work. 

In 1850, Mr. Dowd emigrated to America and 
proceeded from New York, after a short sojourn 
in that metropolis, to Michigan, arriving in Mus- 
kegon on the 4th of September, 1854. He en- 
tered the employ of Reyson <& Morris (now Rey. 
son, Hill & Co.), and for about two years worked 
in their sawmill. Later, he was with another firm 
for a short time, after which be returned to his 
first employers, remaining with them many yein. 
Upon resigning his position with Reyson <l^ Mor- 
ns, he was employed by another concern for 
thirteen years, and for five years held the position 
of engineer for C. J. Hamilton. He was also cDgi- 
neer on a tug, in the employ of the Muskegon 
Booming Company, for four 3ears. Later, he en- 
gaged on the lake, and also was interested in mill- 
ing until 1880, when he located upon the prop- 
erty where he has since resided. 

In Chicago, in 1858, Mr. Dowd was united in 
marriage with Miss Mary Diver, a native of CouDij 
Donegal, Ireland, who emigrated to Brooklp, 
N. Y., in 1854, and thence to Chicago, residing in 
that city until her marriage. Seven children 
blessed this union, namely: John, the eldest of 
the family, who was drowned in the lake at the 
age of thirteen years and six months; Andrew, who 
was born in 1864 and resides at home, being the 
present Supervisor of the township, and enjojing 
the distinction of being the youngest gcntlemflB 
ever chosen for that office in the township; 3fir- 
• tin, who was born in 1866, and is now book-keei)er 
for the Muskegon Boiler Works; Kattie, who bat 
home; Bernard, who was born in 1875, and is at 
home; Mary A., who died at the age of three and . 
one-half years; and Una, who passed away at the 
age of one year. 

In his enterprises Mr. Dowd has met with more 
than ordinary success, and in addition to his farm 
is the owner of five houses and two vacant lots in 
the city of Muskegon. What he has and what be 
is may be attributed to his indomitable eaeigr, 
and not to any assistance from friends or fortuit- 
ous circumstances. When he arrived in Muske- 
gon he did not have money enough to pay for hb 
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Wales; Betsey, deceased, tlie wife of SamuelJones, 
wlio died at Liverpool, England; John, a resident 
of Liverpool. England; Ann, wife of Thomas Jones, 
and mother of John Jones; and Robert, who resides 
on a farm in North Wales. To Mr. and Mrs. Jones 
three children were given: Elizabeth, deceased; 
John; and Mary, wife of Thomas Ix>ckhart, of this 
township. 

John Jones grew to manhood on the farm on 
which lie now lives and has always followed the 
occupation of agriculture. At the death of his fa- 
ther he assumed the care of the home place and 
looked after his mother and his twosistei-s until the 
marriage of one of the latter and the death of the 
other. Like his father, he possesses a natural apti- 
tude for his calling and is actively engaged in 
farming and stock-raising, his horses being mostly 
Norman and of superior breed, and he is also like 
him in the fact that he is a Democrat in his politi- 
cal views. He and his mother are communicants 
of the Congregational Church. 
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I^ILLIAM SNOWDIN, a representative gen- 
eral agriculturist and successful stcK'k- 
raiser of Chester Township, Ottawa Coun- 
ty, has been a resident of Michigan for forty 3'ears. 
An Englishman by birth, he was born m Lincoln- 
shire April 30, 1821). He is tlie second child born 
to the union of John and Maiy (Graham) Snow- 
din, natives of England and descendants of a long 
lin '. of sturdy British ancestry. His father was 
t^ ice married, and by his first union had seven 
son s all of whom attained mature years. They 
we.\; John, Joseph, Charles, Benjamin , George, Sep- 
timus and James. The last-named emigrated to 
the United States and for a lime made his home 
in Michigan, but later removed to Beaver Dam, 
Wis., where he died. Joseph, George and Charles 
also came to America and settled in Wisconsin. 

The second union of John Snowdin resulted in 
the birth of five children, of whom the next to the 
youngest died at an early age. The others are 



Thominson, who is married; William, the subject 
of this sketch; Jane, who is the wife of George 
Cross and resides in Wisconsin; and Ann, who 
IS married and resides upon the old homestead 
in England. The father and mother of these 
children spent their entire lives in England, 
where they both died at advanced ages. Williim 
Snowdin was educated in the excellent publie 
schools of his native land, and at the age of tliiN 
teen years secured a position as a farm laboitft 
Ills first year's salary was 115, and during 
eleven years he continued in the employ of 
his highe^st salary was 160 per year. 

Emigrating to America in 1853, Mr. Suowdiii 
landed in Quebec, Canada, and fi-om that dl 
proceeded direct to Miciiigan. He pre-eiD| 
fort}' acres in Sanilac County, which he convertet^ 
into a comfortable homestead. As prosperity re- 
warded his efforts, be was enabled to add forty 
acres to the original tract, and devoted his atten- 
tion to the cultivation of the land. Attheex« 
piration of about fifteen years he disposed of that 
farm, and in 1868 settled in Chester Township, 
purchasing the property upon which he has since 
resided, and which then consisted of seven tv ai^res. 
There were very few improvements upon the 
farm; ten acres had been cleared, preparatory to 
cultivation, and a board house had been built 

During the quarter of a century covering the 
period of Mr. Snowdin's residence upon his pn»- J 
ent farm, he has devoted his energies exclusire^y 
to the improvement of the place, wliich is embel- 
lished with a spacious residence, commodious buM. 
and substantial outbuildings. The sixty 
comprising the homestead have been placed nai 
excellent cultivation. In addition to this 
erty, he is the owner of forty acres in Bm\ 
Township, Muskegon County, adjoining theoiq>> 
inal homestead, thirty acres of the tract bei^ 
finely improved. The stock raiscMl on the 
din farm is noted for its excellence. Tha 
are a high grade of Durham, and the hOTseSi 
not imported, are of superior breeds, 
favorably with the finest in the county of 

William Snowdin and Miss Mary A. Cross ^ 
united in marriage in England in 1853. Tbe 
ents of Mis. Snowdin, John and Annie (Rosfleil) 
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party, and has held with efliciency for about ten 
yeai-s the office of Justice of the Peace, and bj'his ; 
legal decisions has given universal satisfaction 
to his friends and neighbors. For one year Town- : 
ship Clerk and a twelvemonth Township Treasurer, 
Mr. Northouse gave to the demands of public 
work faithful service, and as a member of the 
School Board for eight years has materially aided 
in the educational advancement of his home dis- 
trict and has won the confidence of a host of ac- i 
quaintances, by whom he is esteemed as a friend, 
neighbor and liberal-bpirited citizen. 
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JTaCOB WEKKSINCt, a well-known citizen 
I and enterprising general agriculturist, and 
I for more than a score of years closely iden- 
.^^J tified with the progresjsi-ve growth of Mich- 
igan, cultivates a finely-improved farm located on 
section 36, Holland Township, Oltjiwa County, 
and, a man of ability and upright chniacter, com- 
mands the sincere respect of a large accpiaintance. 
Mr. Weersing, a native of the Nelherlands, wmj-- 
born in Drenthe in the v« ar 183(). His ancestors had 
patiently tilled the fertile soil of the Fatherland, 
and although but fevv of the family gained wealth, 
they were all self-respecting, hard-working and 
industrious people, bringing their children up to 
strict religious observance and unswerving hon- 
esty. The parents of our subject, .John and Cath- 
erine Weersing, were natives of the near vicinity 
of the birthplace of their son .Jacob. The father, 
born in 1807, and the mother in 1801), were reared 
and educated in the same neighborhood, and mar- 
rying began their housekeeping amid the familiar 
scenes of their childhood. 

The father, by occupation a farmer, was in ex- 
cellent financial circumstances, owning one hun- 
dred acres of fertile land, which annually yielded 
him a good harvest. Brought up from his youth 
to the daily round of agricultural pursuits, he had 
that thoroughly practical knowledge of farming 



which seldom fails to insure success. Eight chil- 
dren blessed the home of the parents, butsixtre 
now deceased. Catherine, wife of John Johnson; 
and Jacob, our subject, alone survive. The de- 
voted wife and mother died in her native land, 
mourned hy many friends and relatives. Some 
time subsequent to her demise, the father deter- 
mined to try his fortunes in America, and inl»70. 
with his two children, embarked for the United 
States. Landing safe and sound in New York, 
the family remained but a brief time in the £a$t. 
almost immediately' journeying to Michigan, where 
they located in Holland, Ottawa County, among 
former friends and neighbors of the Old Country. 
Here the father bought seven t^'-two acres of land, 
partially imi)roved, and with energy entered into 
the further development of his homestead in t 
new land, from thenceforward his permanent rea- 
dence. 

The father survived his arrival in the United 
States fifteen years and passed away in 1885, re- 
gretted by all who knew him. He was a devoat 
member of the Dutch Reformed Church, and from 
his youth upright, conscientious and faithful in 
all things possessed the confidence of friends and 
neighbors. Jacob Weersing received his education 
in the common schcK>ls of his native land, where 
he attained to manhood and in due course of time 
married Miss Jacoba Ik)alans. This marriage was 
blessed by the birth of four children: John, who 
married Ida Lemmon; Catherine, wife of John De- 
witt; Jane, deceased; and Jacoba, wife of Ara Ten- 
kate. The fii-st wife died in 1871, after a residence 
of about two weeks in the United States. A sec- 
ond time entering the bonds of matrimon}, Mr. 
Weei-sing was wedded to Miss Fann^- I^emmon. 
The home of our subject and his estimable wife 
has been brightened by the birth of five children, 
four sons and one daughter, namely: Fanny, wife 
of William Dewitt; .Benjamin, Johannes, Jaaib 
and Martin. Mr. and Mrs. Weersing arc valued 
members of the Reformed Church and are active 
in good work. 

Politically, our subject is a Republican, deeply 
interested in the management of both local and 
national affairs, and, a good citizen, is ever ready 
to do his full share in all matters of mutual wel- 
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in 1841. His parents were Nels and Anna (Lar- 
son) Jepperson. They were farming people, and 
spent their entire lives in Denmark. Tlie mother 
had l)een twice married before lier union with Mr. 
Jepperson, and by each marriage had one child: 
Gratt Johnson and John Nelson. Our subject is 
the only son of Mr. and Mrs. Jepperson. lk)th 
parents were members of the Lutheran Church, 
and highly respected citizens. The father died in 
the land of his birth on Christmas Day of lHi)l, 
and his wife passed away about seven years pre- 
vious. 

In his early life Mr. Nelson was afforded good 
school privileges, and pursued his studies until the 
aire of fourteen, when he was forced to earn his 
own livelihood. Through experience and through 
contact with men and the world, he has become a 
well-informed man. He was trained to indus- 
trious and frugal habits, and has led a busy and 
useful life. He began working as a farm hand, 
and to that labor devoted his energies until eigh- 
teen years of age, when he decided to leave the 
farm and go to the city. Removing to Copen- 
hagen, he secured employment in a grocery store, 
where he remained until coming to the rnited 
States, in 18G7. 

Hoping to better his (inancial condition thereby, 
he emigrated to- the New World, and after reach- 
ino- the shores of this land immediately made his 
way to Chicago. After a few months spent in 
that city, he came to Muskegon and began work- 
int>" in a sawmill. For six years he was engaged 
in mill work, and then came to his present farm. 
As the result of his industry and economy, he had 
acquired some capiUd, with which he purchased 
the forty acres of land on which he now resides. 
It was all m its primitive condition, not a furrow 
having been turned or an improvement made 
thereon, but, nothing daunted, he began its devel- 
opment, and has now sixty acres under a high 
state of cultivation. His farm isnowone hundred 
and twenty acres in extent, and will rapidly be 
improved. It is already yielding to him a good 
income, and its neat and thrifty appearance in- 
dicates his careful supervision. 

Mr. Nelson was married in Muskegon, in 1868, 
the lady of his choice being Anna Johnson, who is 



also a native of Denmark. Their union has been 
blessed with two sons, John and Mans. The fam- 
ily is one widely and favorably known in the com- 
munity, and ranks high in social circles where true 
worth is received as the pass|X)rt into good so- 
ciety. Mr. Nelson votes with the Republican 
party, but has never been an office-seeker. In re- 
ligious belief he is a Lutheran. When be reached 
America his cash capital was reduced to $5, but be 
was ambitious and energetic, and resolved to win 
success. Overcoming the obstacles in his path, 
and surmounting the difficulties, he has steadily 
worked his way upward until now he is the owner 
of a comfortable home and property. His example 
may well serve to encourage others who, like him- 
self, have to start out to fight the liattles of life 
empty-handed. 



-^=^ 





HI LIP HEYHOER. Many of the most active 
))/ and enterprising residents of the State of 
^lichigan have come from Hojland, but 
have here spent the greater part of tbcir 
lives. In them may be found true loyalty to their 
adopted country, and they undei^stand, as it were 
1)V intuition, the needs, social and industrial, of 
this vicinity, and have a thorough knowledge of 
its resources. They are therefore well adapted to 
succeed in life and make useful, progressive and 
law-abiding citizens. Philip Ileyboer was born in- 
the south of Holland and is a son of Peter and 
Wilempis Heyboer, who were born, reared and 
married in Holland. The early life of the father 
was spent on a farm, but ho also managed to learn 
the baker's trade, and after starting out to fight 
life's battles for himself, he followed that occupa- 
tion as a means of livelihood until his removal 
from the land of his nativitj' to the United States 
of America in 1846. He was a man of frugal 
and industrious habits, and accumulated sufficient 
means to bring his family, which consisted of his 
wife and two children, Kate (Mrs. R. A. Vogel) 
and Philip, to this country with him, and to pro- 
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vide for them in a corafortablo way. He did not 
long remain in the East after landing, Imt wisely 
made his way Westward, Ottawa County, Mich., 
being his objective point, and in due course of 
time he found himself with all his possessions at 
Grand Haven, Mich. leaving his family at that 
point, he made his way on foot to Holland and. 
being pleased with the appearance of the country, 
he purchased forty acres of land, and after settling 
on it with his family, like the majority of early 
settlers who made for themselves a home in the 
wilderness, 

"He cut, he logged, he cleared his lot, 
And into many a dismal spot he let the light of 
day.'' 

He gave up his trade and turned all his atten- 
tion to farming and the sawmill business, but in 
time opened a general store in the vicinity of his 
home, in connection with his son Philip, and this 
occupation received his attention for al)out seven 
years. Since then he has been retired from the 
active duties of life and is in the enjo^^ment of 
means which his early industry brought him. 

Philip Heyboer received a fair education in his 
native land, and at the time of his parents' re- 
moval to this country he was in his fifteenth year. 
After reaching Ottawa County he could do little 
at first to assist his father on the home place, so 
accordingly secured work elsewhere, and in this 
manner assisted in supporting the family. In 
addition to this he saved sutficient means to pur- 
cha:?e a yoke of oxen, which he gave to his father. 
At the early age of nineteen years he was mariied 
to Mary VV^eitfieldt, who was also born in the Neth- 
erlands, on the island of Flakkee. When nine years 
old she was brought by her parents to this country, 
and here she grew to womanhood. Her union 
with Mr. Hevboer resulted in the birth of seven 
children, but two died young, those living be- 
ing Peter, Matthew, Lizzie, Maggie and Katie. 

After Mi*. Heyboer's marriage he lived with his 
father for a number of years, and during this tinie 
he purchased forty acres of land in connection 
with a brother-in-law, but his share in this land 
he disposed of and purchased forty acres of an- 
other tract. To this he added forty acres at one 



time and sixtv acres at another, and now has in 
all one hundred and twenty acres of as good 
farming land as can be found within the confines of 
Ottawa County, and which is well improved with 
substantial buildings, fences, etc. He is a member 
of the Reformed Church, is a Republican in poli- 
tics, and has held many local offices in his township, 
being the present efficient Township Treasurer. 



BE 
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JOHN FENNER, a progressive and successful 
agriculturist of Muskegon County, and the 
owner of a well-improved farm on section 
14, Laketon Township, was born in Prussia, 
Germany, August 2, 1842. He is a son of Michael 
Fenner, likewise a native of Prussia, who engaged 
in milling in that country until 1840. At that 
time he emigrated to the New World, and estab- 
lished his home in Milwaukee, Wis., whence, in 
1865, he removed to Michigan and located in Ne- 
waygo. At present he resides in Muskegon, and 
is a prominent and higlil3'-respected citizen of the 
place. His wife, the mother of our subject, bore 
the maiden name of Minnie Sej^mour, and died at 
the age of thirty -six years. 

The eldest of six children, our subject was six 
years of age when he accompanied his father to 
America. Here he grew to manhood and learned 
the trade of a stone-mason, at the same time also 
w^orking at the carpenter's trade. In 1862 he en- 
listed in the Union army, becoming a member of 
Company F, Twenty-seventh Wisconsin Infantry, 
and participating in a number of desperate en- 
gagements as well as many minor skirmishes. En- 
tering the army as a private in the ranks, he was 
promoted for gallantr}' and meritorious conduct 
to the Captaincy, but refused to accept the office. 
While in active service he was wounded in the 
hip and the right knee, and was sunstruck on two 
separate occasions. 

After receiving his discharge at Brownsville, 
Tex., our subject returned to his old home in 
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Wisconsin for a short time. In 1865 he came to 
Muskegon, and a few yeai-s afterward located on 
his present farm. About four acres had tieen im- 
proved, but there was no house on the place, and 
one of his first improvements was tlie erection of 
a small log house, where for a number of years he 
made his home. As the result of his untiring ex- 
ertions, he has placed the two hundred and forty 
acres comprising the estate under the best cultiva- 
tion, and it now ranks among the finest farms of 
the township. In addition to farming, he has en- 
gaged in lumbering, and has also worked as fore- 
man in charge of large forces of workmen. 

Upon national issues, Mr. Fenner is a Democrat, 
but in local matters casts his ballot for the best 
man and the best principles, irrespective of poli- 
tics. He has held a number of the school offices, 
and has also served as Highway Commissioner and 
in other township ofifices. While he maintains a 
deep interest in public affairs, yet his time and 
laboi*s are given principall}' to the welfare of his 
family and the promotion of the interests of his 
children. To them he has given every advantage 
in his power, and for them both he and his wife 
have worked untiringly. His marriage took place 
in December, 1870, his wife being Miss Catherine 
Lachman, a native of Michigan. They are the 
parents of eleven children, all of whom were born 
on the Fenner homestead: John L., Fred, Louie, 
George, Alfred, Charles, Wiiliam, Minnie, Lizzie, 
Kittie and Anna. 



^^^V 




^-^; LBERT G. VANDEN BERG, proprietor of 
a meat-market in Grand Haven, began 




I: business in this line in 1886. He is one 
of the sons of the Netherlands. His birth 
occurred in Holland in 1838, and his father, Peter 
Van den Berg, was a native of the same country. 
The latter emigrated to America in 1847, spent 
two years in Chicago, and then removed to Holland, 
Mich., where he resided until 1853, which year 
witnessed his arrival in Grand Haven. He ac- 



, oepted the position of lighthouse keeper at tbe 
entrance to the harbor, and thus served for six 
years. He became widely and favorably known 
in this community, and for ft number of years held 
the ofiiice of Justice of the Peace. He died in 
Zeeland, Ottawa County, Mich., in August, 1867, 
respected by all who knew him. His wife, who 
bore the maiden name of Dena Kampherbeek, was 
also a native of Holland, and died in Grand Hi- 
ven in 1864. 

Our subject spent the first eight years of his 
life in the land of his nativity, and then accoin- 
panied his parents on their emigration to Amer- 
ica, removing with them to Chicago, where the 
father worked in a silk factory for two years. Al- 
bert attended the common schools fur a time, and 
then began sailing on the Lakes, following thtt 
life for a number of years. At length he left the 
water, and, coming to Grand Haven, established 
himself in business in 1886 as proprietor of a Rifat- 
market, which he has since conducted suoceasfollj. 
Besides his business, he owns several good pieces 
of town property. 

On the 6th of November, 1859, was celehrtted 
the marriage of Mr. Yander Berg and Miss Joanna 
Hoffman, a native of the Netherlands, who came 
to America in 1847, at the age of four years, her 
father being an early settler of Holland, Mich. 
Nine children have been born of the union, seven 
sons and two daughters, viz.: Martin D., a grad- 
uate of the Dental College of Ann Arbor, Mich., 
now engaged in the practice of dentistry in Grand 
Rapids; John H., who also graduated from the 
same school; Peter U., a student in the Medical 
College of Ann Arbor; Marie Joanna, who grad- 
uated from the High School of Grand Haven, 
and is now a teacher of this city; Dena, who oc- 
cupies a position as book-keeper; Albert G., who 
aids his father in the meat-market; Lawrence H., i 
student in the High School; and Frank and Geor^ 
who also attend school. The parents are devoted 
and faithful members of the Second Reformed 
Church of Grand Haven, and take an active in- 
terest in everything that tends to promote its 
growth and upbuilding. 

In his political affiliations Mr. Vander Berg is a 
Democrat, and has been called upon to serve in 
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several public positions of honor and trust. For 
four veal's he was a member of the School Board, 
was City Marshal for four years, and for twelve 
years served as Deputy Sheriff. In all these posi- 
tions he discharged his duties with a promptness 
and fidelity that won him the commendation of all 
concerned and led to his many re-elections. Ilis 
fellow-townsmen recognize in him a valued citi- 
zen, and it is with pleasure that wo present to 
our readers this record of his life, knowing that 
it will be received with interest by many. 
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LIVER B. CARR. To be a successful agri- 
culturist, it is necessary to possess a strong 
physique, great endurance, a clear head and 
wise judgment. These qualities, combined with 
patient perseverance, will almost invariably bring 
to their possessor a large measure of prosperity. 
Of Mr. Carr it may be said that these traits are 
all his, and to them he is indebted for the success 
already won in the realm of agriculture. He has 
had many ditficulties to encounter, but with 
true American determination and '^grit,** he has 
bravely surmounted each obstacle presenting it- 
self. 

One of the most beautiful spots in all Muskegon 
County is located in Eggleston Township and is 
the homestead of Mr. Carr. In the midst of a 
lovely grove of tall pine trees stands the cozy 
and commodious residence, seeming in the summer 
to sleep in the shadow of the foliage, while in the 
winter the tall pines stand like sentinels guarding 
the cottaije and its inmates. A short distance 
from the residence is Wolf Lake, a delightful body 
of water, whose beauty is scarcely surpassed by 
any of the small lakes in northern Michigan. Its 
crystal depths abound with bass, perch and other 
varieties of the finny tribe. 

For detailed information regarding the parent- 
age and ancestry of our subject, the reader is re- 
ferred to the sketch of William Carr, which is 
presented on another page of this volume. Oliver 



B. Carr was born in Sheboygan County, Wis., No- 
vember 24, 1853, and is a son of William and 
Elizabeth (Plum) Carr, natives of Saratoga County, 
N. Y. He spent his youth and earl}' manhood at 
home until his father's death in 1890. Since that 
time he has conducted farming operations for !iim- 
self on the old homestead, which embraces one 
hundred and sixty acres of well-improved land, 
embellished with a large barn and other substantial 
structures. 

September 18, 1891, Mr. Carr was united in 
marriage with Mrs. Mary (Hoffman) Clark, daugh- 
ter of Frederick and Elizabeth Hoffman, natives 
of Germany. One child has blessed the union, 
Frederick, who was born September 2, 1892. Soci- 
ally, Mr. Carr is a member of the Masonic order, 
Lodge No. 140, at Muskegon, of which his father 
was the oldest member. He has filled a number 
of prominent positions within the gift of his fel- 
low-citizens, and served as Township Clerk in 
1890 and 1891. He is possessed of many generous 
qualities, and is always ready and willing to en- 
courage every worthy enterprise. His domestic 
life is one of happiness, and the hospitality of the 
little home amid the pines is well known. 




Ij^ ARTIN WALSH, a leading merchant and 
11 i\\ Postmaster of Spring Lake, Ottawa Coun- 
jl Ik ty, is a native of the Emerald Isle. He 
^ was born in Galloway County, Ireland, 

November 9, 1831, and is a son of Patrick and 
Winnefred Walsh, who were also natives of the 
same land. They were farming people, and in the 
usual manner of farmer lads our subject passed 
his early boyhood and youth, the private schools 
affording him his educational privileges. After 
leaving school he was apprenticed to a tanner and 
served a four-years term, after which he followed 
that business during the remainder of his resi- 
dence in the land of his birth. Bidding good-bye 
to home and friends he sailed for the New World 
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in 1854, landing in New York City, and going 
thence to Oneida County, N. Y., where he re- 
mained two years. In 1856, we find him in Chi- 
cago, and in the fall of the same year he came to 
Spring Lake, where he remained until the break- 
ing out of the late war. 

On the 4th of October, 1861, Mr. Walsh was 
made a Commissary of the Fourteenth Michigan 
Infantry and assigned to the Army of the Cum- 
berland, serving as such until August 8, 1863, when 
he was promoted to tlie rank of Second Lieuten- 
ant. On the 14th of March, 1865, he was com- 
missioned First Lieutenant and Quartermaster, 
thus serving until mustered out on the 18th of 
July following. He was always found at his post 
of duty, and his adopted land found in him an 
able defender. 

When the country no longer needed his serv- 
ices, Mr. Walsh returned to Spring Lake, cleared a 
farm and began fruit-raising, which he has sioce 
successfully followed. He owns one hundred and 
twenty acres of good land, of which forty acres 
are in fruit, mainly gra[)es and berries, which he 
cultivates extensively. He has shipped as high as 
eighteen hundred cases of berries to Milwaukee in 
one season, and this branch of his business has 
proved a profitable one. In 1867. he built a store 
in Spring Lake, where he carried on nierciiandis- 
ing for twelve years. He was then burned out, 
but with characteristic energy he rebuilt, and his 
general merchandise store is now one of tiie lead- 
ing establisliments of the kind m Spring Lake. 
He carries a large and fine stock of goods and has 
built up an excellent trade, so that he is now do- 
ing a flourishing business. 

Turning from the public to the private life of 
Mr. Walsh, we note that in 1858 he was united in 
.marriage with Miss Elizabeth Lee, of Spring Lake, 
a native of Ireland and a daughter of John Lee. 
She died October 11, 1887, leaving five children, 
as follows: Winnefred, wife of I). O. Watson, of 
Spring Lake; John, Joseph, Elizabeth and Will- 
iam. In January, 1889, Mr. Walsh was again 
married, his second union being with Mrs. Don- 
nell, of Muskegon. Their union has been blessed 
by two children, Dion and Edward. 

Our su^)ject exercises his right of franchise in 



8up[)ort of the Democratic party, of which he is a 
warm advocate. He served as President of the 
School Board of Spring Lake for several years and 
in 1893 was appointed by President Cleveland to 
the office of Postmaster, which position he is now 
acceptably and faithfully filling. Socially, he is a 
member of the Royal Antanuin, and of Perkins 
Post No. 279, G. A. R. He is a public-spirited 
and progressive man and has the best intercst« of 
his adopted city at heart. He gives his supf)ort 
to all worthy public enterprises and does all in hi5 
power to advance the general welfare. He is al- 
ways faithful to every trust, and whether in busi- 
ness, official or social life, he is ever an honorable, 
upright man, worthy the high esteem in which be 
is held. 





GILBERT CIIADDOCK, who is engaged in 
c-s^ the practice of medicine in Muskegon, is a 
native of the Empire State. He was born 
in Genesee County April 30, 1827, and is a son of 
Joseph and Polly (Terry) Cliaddock, the former a 
native of New Hampshire and the latter of Massa- 
chusetts. The Chaddock family is of Ensrlisb de- 
scent, and the Terry family is of Welsh origiu. 
The maternal grandfather, Hiram Terry, was a 
soldier of the Revolutionary War. 

The Doctor spent his boyhood days in the State 
of his nativity, and acquired his literary education 
in the public schools. Wishing to enter the medi- 
cal profession, he began studying with Dr. W. 
Sawens, of Orleans County, N. Y., and subse- 
quently took a course of study in the Geneva 
Medical College. He then attended the University 
of Buffalo, from which he was graduated in 1853; 
he later spent seven yeara in Toledo, and in 1860 
he engaged in the practice of his chosen profession 
in Hillsdale, Mich. During the following year he 
entered the army as a surgeon, and was assigned 
to the Third Brigade, Second Division, Second 
Corps. There he did faithful service, remaining 
with his command during the remainder of the 
war. 
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general store, doing an annual business of 825,000, 
and carrying a stock valued at 86,000. He also 
owns and operates a factory, raaehine-sliop and 
foundry, where he manufactures railroad gates, 
crossings, frogs, switches, switch stands, radiators, 
etc. The plant is worth 825,000, and employment 
is furnished to a large number of men. 

Mr. Jenison is the owner of a large boarding- 
house in Jenison, and a blacksmith shop. He 
superintends the management of two hundred 
acres of farming land near the village of Jenison, 
on which he usually raises large crops of hay. lie 
is the owner of four hundred and eighty acres 
where Jenison now stands, and also owns fifteen 
of the buildings in the village. His property in- 
terests in other places include the ownership of 
the Day Plaster Mill atGrandville, valued at 830,- 
000; the flour and feed store at Grandville, as well 
as an elegant residence in that city; a large 
amount of real estate at Grand Hapids; forty acres 
on Fisk Lake, upon which improvements have been 
placed amounting to 815,000, the property itself 
being worth 840,000; eight and one-fourtii acres 
on Reed's Lake, valued at 815,000; twenty lots 
on the west side of Grand Hapids, the estimated 
value of which is 820,000; nine hundred acres of 
land in Rlendon Township, Ottawa County; and 
the home farm of two hundred and sixtv acies. of 
which two hundred acres have been brought lo a 
high state of cultivation. 

Upon his homestead Mr. Jenison ])latted the 
cemetery which bears his name and around which 
he has placed an iron fence costing 81,100. Here 
all the deceased members of his father's family lie 
buried, and here he and his twin brother (who has 
been associated with him in all his business enter- 
prises) are building a mausoleum, to co.st at com- 
pletion 812,000. It is constructed of Barre gran- 
ite, and contains the family name in raised letters 
upon the front. The dimensions of the ba&e are 
16x18 feet, and the height is fifleen and one-half 
feet. The sarcophagus will contain the inscription, 
in sunken letters, ''lUiilt and designed by J. E. 
Harrison k Son, Adrian, Mich." The tloor is inlaid 
with a neat pattern of bhick and while marble 
tile, with black border. The wainscoting is of 
red Tennessee marble, while the walls are of light 



veined Italian marble. There is a frieze of light 
cream and blue enameled tiles, and the ceilmgis 
finished in white veined Italian marble. Tlie 
sarcophagi, two in number, are composed of light 
Italian marble, properly inscribed. The inj^ide 
doors are of granite, with fixtures of standard 
copper bronze. The guards arc strong brass tubes, 
each containing a bar of steel. 

The career of these twin brothers has in manv 
respects l>een identical. Both started poor in 
purse but rich in hope, and both have worked 
their way steadily onward and upward to iK)sitioD5 
of prominence in the State. Both have remained 
unmarried, content to live the independeot, 
though lonel}', life of bachelors. Both are Demo- 
cratic in party principle, voting for the candi- 
dates of that party at every local or national ele^ 
tion. Lucius gives his exclusive attention to the 
home farm, while Luman looks after the other 
large and valuable interests. Both are generoiLS 
kind-hearted and philanthropic, and contribute 
liberally to every worthy enterprise. Our sab- 
ject gave 251,000 to the Fniversalist Church at 
(iiand Hapids upon the occasion of the building 
of the new edifice, and has ah>o contributed gen- 
erously to other religious projects. During the 
late war he paid out J^800 to secure substitutes for 
a number of poor men who had been drafted into 
the army. Socially, he afliliates with the lidsonk 
fraternity. 
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li^ALTER B. MORRISON, M. D.apon^ 
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family physician and surgeon of wif>^ ^id 



> 



perience, has been engaged for lh< 
twenty-eight j'ears in the active discharge a ~.^/ 
fessional duties in the city of Muskegon, — jj;^ 
and the near vicinity, his practice extendin^^^;.^ 
a large territory of patients, old and new. (V 
subject IS a native of the Wolverine State ^(l 
was born in Grand Rapids May 6, 1838. Hisfi. 
ther, Jefferson Morrison, a native of New Yoik, 
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a farmer, and he also followed the trade of a 
carpenter, at which he met with fair success. A 
man of energy and enterprise, his death, which 
occurred in New York when our subject was a 
lad of fourteen, was widely mourned, and it was 
felt that one of the most capable and honorable 
men of the locality had passed to his final reward. 
On his father's side he was of English descent, 
while his mother was a Scotchwoman. The mother 
of our subject, whose maiden name was Annie 
Tramblief, was born in France and died in New 
York, after having borne her husband nine chil- 
dren. 

The third in respect to age is the subject of this 
sketch, lie was reared in Clinton County, N. Y., 
where in childhood he gained a rudimentiir}- edu- 
cation in the common schools. Being obliged to 
assist in the support of the family, his attendance 
at school after he was ten vears of aa^e was limited 
to two months. On the 21st of August, IHoi, he 
was united in marriage with Miss Cornelia E. 
Breau, who was born in Clinton County, N. Y., 
being the daughter of Peter and Esther Breau, na- 
tives respectively of France and Eiiuiand. Mv. 
and Mrs. Gordon were the parents of eleven chil- 
dren, one of whom is deceased. They are, Willard 
E., Etta A., George, Belle, llany, Frederick, EHa, 
Mabel, Richard, Grace and Flora. Richard is de- 
ceased. 

For a period of twelve years Mr. (Jordon w(>ri\ed 
at the trade of a millwright in Clinton County, 
N. Y. In the fall of IHoo he came to Michigan 
and located at Lamont, where he resided for a time. 
About 1861 he purchased his present property, to 
the cultivation of which he has since given his 
attention. He has succeeded in clearing the en- 
tire tract, with the exception of about six acres. 
The farm is located ten miles from (riand Haven 
and one and one-half miles vsouthwest of the vil- 
lage of NuniCA. It is through economy and in- 
dustry that Mr. Gordon has achieved success as 
an agriculturist, and to these qualities, combined 
with energy, he owes his prosi)erity. I 

A Republican in political affairs, Mr. (Gordon has i 
been identified with that party ever since its or- , 
ganization, and is one of its leaders in his commu- 
nity. His first Presidential ballot wasc^st in 1818. 



For a number of terms he has served as Deputy 
SherifiP, and has also been Highway Commissioner, 
tilling these positions with ability and to the en- 
tire satisfaction of his constituents. 
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^1^ ARS 80REN80N, a well-known agricullur. 
^ ist of Ilolton Township, Muskegon County, 

^ who resides on section 23, claims Denmark 

as the land of his birth, which occurred in the year 
1812. He is a son of Sorcn and Hannah (LarKm) 
.Johnson. His father was a wagon -maker by trade, 
and followed that business in his earlv life, but 
tlirough many years carried on farming. Of hb 
family of eleven children the foliowmg survive: 
Caroline, who is the wife of John Anderson; Man% 
wife of Christian Sorenson; (ireatt, who is now 
the wife of Chris Nelson; Treana, wife of John 
Larson; Paulina, wife of Chris Johnson; andLars, 
of this sketch. All these came to the Cnited 
States. The parents of this family were member? 
of the Lutheran Church. The father died in 1866, 
at the :ige of sixty-eight years. His widow still 
survives him, and is now living in this counlnr 
at tiie age of seventy-five. 

In his native land our subject acquired a lim- 
ited education in the public schools, and was there 
reared to manhood. No event of spei-ial import- 
ance occurred during his youth, much of which 
was spent in arduous lalwr. He served in the 
Prussian War in 1864, and during the remainder : 
of the time worked at farm labor. Havingarrived 
at man's estate, he chose as a companion and help- 
mate on life's journey Miss Stena Johnson, thar 
union being celebrated in Denmark. Ere leaving 
their native land one child was born unto them,* 
son, John. 

It was in 1872 that Mr. Sorenson bade adiea to 
friends and native land and sailed with his familj 
for the New World. Crossing the Atlantic, he 
landed in New Y'ork, and at once made his wavto 
Micliigan, locating in Holt<.»n Township, Musk^ 
gon County. Here he secured work onarailroid, 
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Mr. Cliurcli has been identified with it, giving his 
support to its principles and candidates. Piior to 
that, he had been a Whig. For six successive 
years he served as a Highway Commissioner in 
Ionia County, and he also occupied other local 
positions, in all of which he served with fidelity 
and loyalty the interests of the people. 








(p>- . 




^ NTHONY JASPER. The gentleman wliose 
name heads this sketch and who is now 
successfully engaged in that calling which 
has received the attention of man since the 
world began — farming — comes of sturdy, thrifty 
and honest German stock, and he himself was born 
in the Old Country-, at Barton, on the 29th of 
M«rch, 1833, his parents being Michael and Ther- 
esa Jasper, industrious people and fairly well-to- 
do in worldly goods. In 1846 the parents decided 
to come to America, and braving the then long 
and toilsome, as well as dangerous, ocean voyage 
with their sods, thev landed at New York City in 
due time, but only remained there a ver}' short 
time, rightly judging that the West offered them 
better inducements than the already populous 
Eastern States. They took up their residence in 
Wisconsin, but lived to enjoy their new home only 
a short time, leaving three sons, from thirteen 
to twenty yeai-s of age, to earn their living as best 
they could among strangers and in a strange 
lainl. Of these sons, Frank, the second-born, 
wont to Colorado in 1849, and was living there 
wlicn last heard from; Frederick resided in Wis- 
consin for three years after the death of his fa- 
ther, then went West and was never afterward 
heard from; and Anthony is the immediate subject 
of this memoir. 

Two years after the death of his father, Anthony 
made his way Southward, and in 1846 found him- 
self in Ottawa County, Mich., with but =^18 in his 
pocket, a total stranger to all within its borders, 
lie, however, possessed the dogged perseverance 



and energy for which the German people bave al- 
ways been noted, and was not at all discouraged 
by the fact that his capital wa» small, his knowl- 
edge of the country and its people was limited, 
and that he was without employment and a mere 
boy — only fifteen years of age. He so<.»n suc- 
ceeded in obtaining employment in the logging 
camps at #13 per month, and although the wort 
was very laborious it brought him a living, and 
he continued to follow it for one year. He then 
began making shingles on shares at #2 per thon- 
sand, and being quick and energetic he succeeded 
in accumulati ng quite a goodly sum of money ,wbid 
he put aside for a "rainy day." Later he receired 
for his work l?2.50 per thousand. During tbt 
most of this time he was very much troubled witi 
chills and fever, but he kept manfully at hb work, 
and in time overcame this drawback to earlv civ- 

■ 

ilization. 

In 1857 he purchased with money earned by his 
own unceasing eflforts the farm on which be is 
now living, which then amounted to eighty 
acres of heavily-timliered land. This timber he 
felled and logged to the river, where he peeled 
the most of it, selling the bark for from $2 to$5.50 
per cord, and using the timber to make his haras, 
out-houses and residence, which was a two-story 
structure containing ten rooms, a fine residence 
for those dhvs. He has since increased his farm to 
one hundred and twenty acres, eighty acres of 
which are under a fine state of cultivation, and 
show a thrift, neatness and pleasing appearanc* 
generally that show at once what manner of m$a 
is the owner. Mr. Jasper has been married twice, 
first in 1858 to Charlotte Boosenbork, of Water- 
loo County, N. Y., to which union three cliildreD 
were given; Frank, Alice and Walter, the Utter 
being deceased. Mrs. Jasper died in 1865, a mem- 
ber of the Methodist Episcopal Cliurch, and the 
following year Mr. Jasper married Mrs. Phirfje 
Smith, nee Durham, of Seneca County, N. Y« » 
daughter of William Durham, and this union has 
resulted in the birth of five children: Charles, 
Carrie, Warren, Fannie and May. Mi's. Jasper is 
a member of the Wesleyan Methodist Church. 
Mr. Jasper is a stockholder in the creamery at Al- 
lendale Center, which is the largest one in the 
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count}'. The C4erman way of spelling his name 
was Jarsper, but upon becoming a citizen of the 
United States he began spelling it the English 
wa}' and has so continued ever since. 



'•fi 





HOMAS B. WIDOE, a practical clothing 
merchant, prosperously conducting one of 
the largest estiiblishments in his line of 
trade in Muskegon County, Mich., has for many 
years been a prominent and prosperous resident of 
Whitehall, of which village he is an ettlcient 
Trustee, widel}' known and highly esteemed. Our 
subject was born in Gilead, Ohio, November 12, 
1858, and was the youngest child of the late John 
Widoe, born in Pennsylvania, and the second 
eldest of four brothers. The paternal grandfather, 
by birth a (lerman, became a citizen of the United 
States early in life, making his home in the 
Quaker State. His eldest son Stephen, a farmer 
by occupation, journeyed to Ohio, and died in 
that State many years ago. Leonard was an 
officer in the army during the Civil War. Later 
he settled in Grand Rapids, and, an expert in 
liandling tools, established a machine shop and ac- 
cumulated (juite a large fortune. He passed away 
in Grand Rapids many years ago. .Jesse L., after 
giving faithful service as a soldier, at the close of 
the Civil War settled in Grand liapids and became 
tiie successful proprietor of a llouring-mill. He 
was extensively engaged in speculation in real es- 
tate and lost two or three fortunes before his 
death in Grand Rapids in 1887. Catherine, the 
eldest daughter of the grandfather, married Jacob 
Harnish, an energetic farmer near Grand Rapids, 
and now lives at Grandville, Mich. 

The father, John Widoe, left home when only 
fifteen years of age, and learned the stove-mould- 
er's trade. From that time he was his own master 
and thoroughly self-reliant, but his education was 
necessarily limited. From his birthplace the 
father went to (Tilead, Ivnox County, Ohio, and 
following his trade made an excellent living. 



I 



Twice married, he had as issue of the first union a 
son and a daughter. The son, George Widoe, is a 
man of high cultivation, and an eloquent preacher 
of Ohio. The daughter, Mary, married a celebrated 
wood-carver, one of the finest in the country, and 
with her husband is located in Ohio. After the 
death of the mother of these two children the 
father married Mrs. Susan Shults, a widow with 
two children. Kate married Edward F. Wadleigh, 
a carpenter, who died in Whitehall, leaving his 
widow and one child, Gertrude, now with her 
mother in their old home. Edward Shults went 
to Ashley, Wis., and there, marrying, settled on a 
farm, and financially prospered has amassed a 
competence, and is enabled to provide liberally 
for his large family of children. The marriage of 
John and Susan (Shults) Widoe was blessed by the 
birth of three children, two sons and one daughter. 
John F., the eldest, when sixteen years of age had 
charge of his father's clothing store at Montague, 
and since 1873 has been in the clothing business 
in Hart. He is a man of superior business ability 
and one of the most successful merchants in this 
part of the State. He married Miss Cora Eastman, 
and has one child, a daughter, Iva. 

Ida E. Widoe, a sister of our subject, married 
James J. (iee, a wealthy hardware merchant of 
Whiteiiall. Thomas B. was the youngest of the 
family. The father, after working some time at 
his trade in Ohio, engaged in the grocery business. 
Arriving in Michigan in about 1861, he settled in 
Ionia, where he devoted himself to the clothing 
business with the most profitable results, but at 
the end of a twelvemonth removed to Grand 
Rapids. In the latter cit}' he handled clothing 
for nine years, and also operated a store at Mon- 
tague, managed by his son John F. In 1871, the 
store at (irand Rapids was burned out, the greater 
part of the stock being a total loss. The father 
then removed to Whitehall and with enterprise 
resumed business, which he carried on until about 
two years before his death, in 1890. Politically, 
John Widoe, Sr., was a Democrat, but never 
sought otlice. He was, fraternally, a member of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and, uni- 
versally r(i8iK*cted, was deeply mourned when he 
passed from among the community where his 
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genial presence had so long l>een a familiar one. 
Tlie mother, yet surviving, resides in Whitehall. 
Thomas B. Widoe enjoyed excellent educational 
advantages, attending the schools of Grand Rapids 
and Whiteliall, and completing his studies with a 
course of instruction in a business college. Soon 
after reaching twenty years of age our subject be- 
gan clerking in his father's store in Whitehall and 
later became a partner. Immediately succeeding 
his father's retirement from active duties, in 1888, 
Mr. Widoe associated himself with the Hon. H. E. 
Staples in the same business. Energetic, ambitious 
and enterprising, he has made a financial success of 
his work in life. In 1880, Thomas B. Widoe and 
Miss Jennie E. Basom were united in mariiaoe. 
Mrs. Widoe, an accomplished lady, is the niece of 
Hon. H. E. Staples, who reared and educated her. 
Two of the three children born unto this union 
now survive. Hiram 1)., the eldest, died at the 
age of three years. Edna May is six years old. 
Thomas Russell has just passed his first birthday. 
Our subject is a valued member of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and, fraternally, is ])rominentiy 
connected with the Ancient Free ct Accepted 
M.Msons, being the ])resent master of the Blue 
Lodge at Whitehall and a member of the Mus- 
kegon Chapter and Comniandery. Politically, 
Mr. Widoe is a strong Democrat and is widely 
known as a liberal-spirited man, generous in his 
impulses and ever read}' to do his full share in all 
mattei*8 of general welfare. 
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W EWIS W. GILL. Many years have come 
I (@ *"^ gone since a little home in New York 
jl^^ was brightened by the birth of a first-born 
child. Nearly four-score summers have come with 
their flowers and fruits, and as many winters with 
their frosts and snows, and time in its flight has 
seen the child grow into the sturdy lad, the manly 
youth, the successful farmer and the venerable 
man. Now in the twilight of his useful life, he 
can look upon the past without remorse, and upon 



the future without fear. The heritage of an hon- 
orable life, unspotted by aught that would inarits 
purity, such will descend as his legacy to liis pos- 
terity. 

Madison County, N. Y., was the birthplace of 
Mr. Gill, and September 4, 1817, the date of his 
birth. He was the eldest child of Samuel and 
Sarah (Plum) Gill, natives of Massachusetts. Dar- 
ing the oi>ening years of the present century, the 
schools of the Empire State were primitive bothii 
appearance and in mode of instruction, the hoods 
being rudely constructed of logs, with puncbeoi 
floors and slab benches upheld by wooden piw; 
apertures in the wall covered with greased paper 
answered the purpose of windows, and theehimDer 
was made of mud and sticks. The textbooks were 
few in number, consisting principally of the old- 
fashioned "blue-back** spelling book, the Testameal, 
and an arithmetic, from which the pupil learnedto 
figure. Amid such surroundings as these, oursub- 
ject gained his primary knowledge of the "three 
R's,'* but the inforrtiation there obtained has bees 
since supplemented by careful and systemaUc 
reading upon all subjects of geneml interest 

At the age of about twenty years, I^wis W. 
(rill commenced in active life for himself, and fnr 
a time followed the occupation of a farmer in the 
Empire State. Thence, in 1857, he removed to 
Michigan, and, coming to Ottawa County, settled 
upon the farm where he has since made his home. 
He cleared the land, improved the farm, and grad- 
ually introduced lirst-ciass improvements, thereby 
greatl}' enhancing the value of the place. Henov 
conducts general farming upon the forty acres 
which he has placed under cultivation. Heist 
man of prominence in hiscoromuaitj^and in poli- 
tics aililiates with the Democrats. His fellow-citi- 
zens have chosen him to represent them in various 
positions of responsibility, and in all of these posts 
of duty he has served with efficiency and success. 
While filling the position of Roadmaster, he wis 
enabled to contribute materially to the prorootioD 
of the best interests of the township, and the fiD« 
roads here are due in no small measure to hi$ la- 
bors. 

The marriage of Mr. Gill occurred in 1841, and 
united him with Miss Lydia £ddy, who at that 
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time resided in Wyoming County, N. Y. This 
venerable couple celebrated their golden wedding 
on the 7th of October, 1891, at which time they 
were the recipients of the congratulations of hosts 
of warm personal friends, to whom the}* had en- 
deared themselves during all the years of their 
residence in this locality. They have been the 
parents of three ciiildren, two of whom are now 
living. Ophelia became the wife of McMaster Bry- 
ant, and makes her home m Cooper, Kalamazoo 
County, this State. Amelia mariied Richard Chap- 
pel, and resides in Ottawa County. 




.^OELOF VENEKLA8EN, interested in an 
extensive brickyard in Zceland, and one of 
<^\ the successful men of Ottawa County, was 
born on section 23, Holland Township, this 
county, June 10, 1856, being a son of Berend J. 
and Albertjc (Weurding) Venoklasen. His pater- 
nal grandfather, John H., was a son of John Ven- 
eklasen, a farmer residing in Overschie, Holland, 
who was twice married, by his first union becom- 
ing the father of two sons and on.e daughter, and 
by his second marriage having four sons and one 
daughter. 

In Holland, the land of his birth, John II. 
Veneklasen followed the trade of a brickmaker. 
In the spring of 1847 he emigrated to the United 
States, and after a voyage of thirty -seven days 
landed at lialtimore, on the 22d of April. Dur- 
ing the latter part of May he reached Holland 
Township, Ottawa County, Mich., and at once 
made a settlement on section 27, where he pur- 
chased forty acres. He gave his attention to clear- 
ing the land and tilling the soil, and met with 
success, being the owner of sixty acres at the time 
of his death, December 15, 1877. Politically, he was 
a Democrat, firm in his allegiance to party prin- 
ciples. He aided in the organization at the Re- 
formed Church, of which he was a prominent 
member. 



Unto John H. Veneklasen and his good wife, 
whose maiden name was Alice Van Linger, were 
born three sons and five daughters who lived to 
maturity, viz.: Berend J., Johannas, Gertrude, 
Hendreka, Jenneke, Peter, Diekje and Jane. At 
the present time three sons and two daughters 
are living. The mother passed away August 12, 
1847, at the age of forty-five. The father of our 
subject was born June 24, 1828, and accompanied 
his parents to the United States, settling with 
them in Holland Township, Ottawa County, Mich., 
where he received a fair education. For a short 
time he worked in a brickyard at Allegan, and 
later spent one summer at Grand Haven, where 
he engaged in loading vessels. 

In 1849 Berend J. Veneklasen opened a brick- 
yard in connection with his father, and during 
the first year manufactured fift}' thousand bricks. 
In 1892 the firm was under the name of the Zee- 
land Brick Company, which now has j^ards at 
Zeeland, Cloverdale and Hamilton, having two at 
the first-named place. Employment is given to a 
large number of men, varying from fifty in the 
dull season to two hundred in the busy season. 
The yard is never closed, and the entire output 
aggregates twenty million of brick annually. The 
industry is one of the most flourishing in the 
count}', and the success to which it has attained is 
the result of the untiring laboi*s of the Vaneklasens, 
* father and sons. 

In politics, our subject's father is a Democrat, 
and on the ticket of his part}' has been elected to 
the position of President of the village. Highway 
Commissioner, and other places of trust, in all of 
which he has served with etliciency and success. 
In religious matters he is identified with the Re- 
formed Church, to the support of which he is a 
generous contributor. He and his estimable wife 
are the parents of the following-named children: 
John, Roelof, Albertus, Henry, Peter, Benjamin, 
Albert, Garrett and Mary G. Hendreka is deceased. 
The mother of these children was born August 
17, 1831, and is the daughter of Roelof and Alice 
(Boer) Weurding, who emigrated to the United 
States in 1849 and settled in Allegan County, 
Mich., Mr. Weurding becomini/ a fai"^^^ there. 

During his youth tlxe subieet of ^^^^ *^^^^' ^^" 
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tended the Kalamazoo Business College, and was 
the recipient of good advantages. At the age of 
ten he commenced to work in his father's brick- 
yard and has ever since been interested in the 
business, being the present Secretary and Treas- 
urer of the company. The yards have an annual 
output of forty million bricks, common and pressed, 
and shipments are made to Chicago, Traverse 
City, Battle Creek, and other large places, where 
a ready sale is made at favorable prices. Though 
an active Democrat. Mr. Veneklasen has always 
refused official honors, preferring to devote his 
attention to his business. lie is interested in edu- 
cational matters, and lias served as a member of 
the Board of Education. In religious preferences 
he affiliates with the Reformed Church. 

November 29, 1879, Mr. Veneklasen was united 
in marriage with Mis*» Nellie Moerdyke, who was 
born in Kalamazoo, Mich., and is the daughter of 
James and Mary (Faas) Moerdyke, emigrants of 
1849 from Zeeland, Holland. Mr. and Mrs. Van- 
eklasen are the parents of six children, viz.: Al- 
bertha, Mary M., Bernard J., James T., Jennie 
H. and Nellie Elida Elizabeth. The family occu- 
pies a prominent position in the social circles of 
the community, and is one of the foremost in 
the village. 







RANKLIN IMERCE STAMP, M. D., a suc- 
. ,^ cessful general medical practitioner and 
:l\ ^ skillful surgeon, enjoying the confidence 
of a wide acquaintance m Muskegon, Mich., is 
thoroughly at home in various details of his pro- 
fession, and, taking a high place among his brother 
physicians, has won his upward wa}' to an enviable 
position as a doctor and man of enterprise. Dr. 
Stamp is a native of the Wolverine State and was 
born in Cass County, March 23, 18o3. His fa- 
ther, David F. Stamp, born in the Empire State, 
and a man of energy and ambitious purpose, early 
emigrated to the West, and was numbered among 
the pioneer settlers of Michigan, locating in Cass 



County in 1832, when the country thereabout 
was literally a howling wilderness, infested with 
Indians and bands of wild game, which roamed at 
their pleasure through the dense timberlandof the 
State. The home upon the frontier was near 
Mottville, and distant from neighbors, who were 
then few and far between. The paternal anoe5t<»rs 
were sturdy Germans, who, crossing the Atlantic, 
settled in New York in a very early day in the 
history of the United States. Tlie mother, Id 
maidenhood Miss Amelia Hartman, was a native 
of Pennsylvania, her forefathers also being of 
German birth, and among the patriotic citizen* 
who aided in the settlement of the Quaker State. 

Dr. Stamp was reared in his birthplace, and wha 
a little lad attended the common schools of Ca« 
County. As he approached manhood, he deter- 
mined to gain a profession, and to that end clerked 
in a drug store six years, at the same time devot- 
ing every spare moment to reading medicine. Id 
tlie fall of 1873, he entt^red the University of Ann 
Arbor, and for two years gave his entire time to 
the study of his profession. He then returned to 
his former preceptor in Mottville, and practiced 
medicine for two years with gratifying results. 
In the spring of 1877 our subject, wishing to avail 
himself of every opportunity of increasing his 
stock of knowledge, and thereby more thoroughly 
fitting himself for his responsible work in life, 
matriculated at the Cincinnati Medical College, 
and graduated with honor from that institutiOD 
the same year. Dr. Stamp immediately after 
winning his diploma began his professional career 
in Coopersvillc, Ottawa County, and remained in 
that locality until 1880, when he entered upon a i 
steady and increasing round of practice in Mus- 
kegon. He at first devoted himself almost en- 
tirely to the cares of the family physician, but has 
of late made a specialty of surger3\ and in thi? 
branch of his practice has gained an extended 
reputation. 

Keeping himself fully abreast of the times, our 
subject was one of the charter members of the 
Western Michigan Medical Association, and is now 
Examining Surgeon for Union Tent No. 371^, 
K. O. T. M. Dr. Stamp is likewise a member of 
St. Joseph Valley Lodge No. 56, at Mottviile. 
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Cass County. He has also lonor been connected with 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and in 
these various orders as well among his professional 
acquaintance has a host of friends. In 1876, 
Franklin Pierce Stamp and Miss Maggie Bresna- 
ban were united in marriage. Mrs. Stamp was a 
resident of Ottawa County, and a daughter of 
John Bresnahan, a native of Ireland. Two 
children, a son and daughter, Kdward F. and Ver- 
nie A., blessed the union of our subject and his 
first wife. Dr. Stamp, marrying a second time, 
then wedded, April 26, 1893, his present wife. 
Miss Jennie Gillan,an accomplished lady and a na- 
tive of Ontario, Canada. The handsome home, 
located on Western Avenue, is one of the pleai- 
antest in the city and is well known to the residents 
of Muskegon and the surrounding neighborhood. 
Alread}' professionally prospered, the increasing 
practice of our subject gives assurance of a still 
wider field of usefulness and testifies to the thor- 
ough appreciation of the general public. 
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5^'RANK MANGOLD, an enterprising busi- 
ness man and experienced jeweler of 
Whitehall, Mich., is a native of the city of 
Freising, Bavaria, and was born April 2, 1849. 
His father, John Mangold, likewise a Bavarian, was 
born in Rlieinpfalz in 1811. A saddler by trade, 
the father was for nearly forty years connected 
with the Bavarian army, serving in the First and 
Second Cavalry in the capacity of a saddler. He 
amiissed quite a fortune, and died in 1888 in 
Rhcmpfalz, seventeen years after his retirement 
from the army on a life pension. The mother of 
our subject, Mary (Hohrmeier) Mangold, was born 
in" Landschutt, Bavaria, and was the daughter of a 
carpenter. A brother of Mrs. Mangold, Caver 
Rohrmeier, was for many years a soldier in the 
Bavarian anny, serving with rare bravery. The par- 
ents were blessed by the presence of four children, 
two sons and two daughters. Walburga, the eldest, 
married Henry Bold, a prominent merchant in 



Hermesberg, where she died November 1, 1892, 
leaving no issue. Mary, the second sister, passed 
away when she was but fourteen years old. John, 
a shoemaker by trade, came to America in 1868, 
and is now a resident of Portland, Ore. The 
mother, at an advanced age, still makes her home 
in the Old Country. 

At thirteen years of age Frank Mangold left 
school and went to Mosburg to learn the trade of 
a watch-maker. Having faithfully served an ap- 
prenticeship of three years, he located as a journey- 
man watch-maker in Erding, a small village not 
far from his birthplace. He remained there but a 
short time, next removing to Wurtemberg, on the 
Tech, in Baden. Later he settled m Furth, Bavaria, 
and afterward located in l^heflfenhauser, from 
which place he finally departed for Freising. 
October 6, 1870, our subject entered the army, in 
the King of Bavaria's own regiment, and, enlisting 
as Corporal, was soon promoted to the position of 
Sergeant and as such courageously served until 
his discharge, July 31, 1878. Having distinguished 
himself by gallant conduct, Mr. Mangold is now 
the proud possessor of a medal, presented to him 
for bravery on the battle-field by the Bavarian gen- 
eral m the war with France, and which he will leave 
as a bequest to his heirs. After leaving the army 
in which he made so enviable a record, it did not 
take our subject long to decide upon trying his 
fortunes in the land of yet greater promise beyond 
the sea, and in October, 1873, he sailed from 
Havre for America. Reaching the United Slates 
in safety and landing in New York City, Mr. Man- 
gold made but a brief stay in the Empire State, 
soon journeying to Michigan, his destination 
being Montague, where his brother John had 
located five years previous. 

Mr. Mangold at fii*st opened a watch-shop, but 
spent only a short time in that line of trade, as he 
was then unable to make it pay. For several sea- 
sons he worked in the sawmills and in the lumber 
camps, and for five years received employment in 
a flourmill. In 1882, he again engaged in the 
jewelry business, opening a shop in Whitehall. 
This enterju'lse proved very successful, and since 
our subject has eslablishe<l a prosperous trade with 
excellent financial results, and is now the leading 
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jeweler in his locality. April 11, 1875, Frank 
Mangold and Miss Louisa Sclirader were united in 
marriage. Seven children have brightened with 
their merry presence the pleasant home. The six 
sons and one daughter are in the order of their 
birth, John, Louie, Frank, Albert, Emil, Henry and 
Hedwich, all of whom have received the advan- 
tage of the best educational facilities afforded in 
their locality. Politically. Mr. Mangold is a 
strong Democrat, but, without aspirations for 
public otlice,is content to do his duty at the polb\ 
Fraternally, he is associated with the Ancient 
Free <fe Accepted Masons, and is also a member of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, and has 
been Noble Grand. Within these honored orders 
our subject haa a host of friends and likewise com- 
mands the high respect and esteem of all who 
know him as a business man, neighbor and citi- 
zen. 
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[f^ DWIN THATCHKH, an agriculturist of 
Ravenna Township, and one of the most 
/i^~^ prominent citizens of Muskegon County, 
was born in Harford, Susciuehanna County, Pa., 
March 28, 1825. His father, John, and his grand- 
father, John Thatcher, 8r., were both natives 
of Attlelx)rough, Mass., the former liavin<> l)een 
l)orn July 20, 1787. Our subject's great-grandfa- 
ther, the Rev. Peter Thatcher, was a minister in 
the Congregational Church, and for many years 
resided about twenty miles from lk>ston. 

John Thatcher, the father of our subject, re- 
ceived a good education in the common schools 
of Attleborough, and upon attaining manhood 
selected for his life vocation the calling of a farm- 
er, at which he was engaged until his death, No- 
vember 18, 1860. llis entire life was spent in the 
villa<re of his birth. There he married Miss Sallie 
Moore, and to them six children were born, Edwin 
being the next to theyoungCbt. Four are still liv- 
ing, as follows: Azir, who resides in Harford, Pa., 
at the age of seventy-seven years (181)3); Eldred, 
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a resident of Downer's Grove, 111., who is no- 
seventy-five years old; Editha, the wife of Luei 
B. Taft, of Harford Pa., and now seventy-th 
years of age; and our subject, who is 8ixt3''-eig 

In Harford, Pa., Edwin Thatcher received | 
education, which was sufficient to enable him» 
the age of nineteen, to begin teaching. He /o- 
lowed that profession in Pennsylvania until 186 
when he came to Michigan. Prior to his remon 
to this State, he enlisted as a memlier of the Fifty— ^* 
second Pennsylvania Infantry, in which he serve-— ^ ^ 
until the clo^e of the war, and upon being mu 
tered out of service returned to Pennsylvania. 1 
the spring of 1866 he settled in Ravenna Tow 
ship, Muskegon County, where he purchased 
farm, and in connection with the conduct of agr 
cultural pursuits also taught school until 1872. 

Elected to tlie position of County Superinte 
dent of Schools in 1872, Mr. Thatcher served wi 
etliciency and to the satisfaction of the peopl 
Upon the expiration of his term of office, he r 
turned to the farm, where he has since resided. 3 
the spring of 1871 he was elected to the office o 
Supervisor, and sserved three years, during whlcL 
time (in 1872) he was elected County Superinten- 
dent. A few years after the close of his term of 
office, he was again elected Supervisor, in 1882, 
vserving until 1887, at which time his son, Frank 
E., was elected to the same office, retaining the po- 
sition for five years. Edwin Thatcher while Su- 
pervisor was elected Chairman for four years. 

The marriage of Mr. Thatcher united him with 
Miss Catherine S., daughter of T3'ler and Mary 
(Graham) Carpenter, their wedding being cele- 
brated September 27, 1849. Six children have 
been born of this union: Fred A., who married 
Therza Rockwell, and lives in Ottawa County; ^ "^ 
Annabelle, who married Walter S. Averill, and re- 
sides in Ottawa, this State; Amanda P., who is th 
wife of Grenville Rockwell, and lives in Ottawa 
County; Frank E., who married Samh J. Bennett 
and makes his home in Elk Rapids; Eldred F 
who married Miss Lena Keas, and lives in Muski 
gon, Mich.; and Jennie K., the wife of James "MT 
Rockwell, and a resident of Ottawa Count-^ — - 
Frank E., as above stated, served for some time i 

one of the Supervisors of Muskegon County, arxz a 
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was Cbftirman of the Board for one year. He has 
been a member of the Legislature, having over- 
come the usual majority of six hundred and sixty 
in his county. 

A Democrat of life-long standing, Mr. Thatcher 
has labored unweariedly in the interests of his 
party, supporting its candidates and principles 
with unwavering fidelity-. He is identified, so- 
cially, with Ravenna Lodge No. 337, G. A. R., in 
which he is influential and prominent. Before 
leaving Pennsylvania, he was elected Commission- 
er of his county, and served in that responsible 
position acceptably to his fellow-citizens, being the 
incumbent of the office for three years. 
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^nSCAR M. SHERBURNE. Among the old 

III )ll **<^^^i^'*s ^^^ successful farmers of Blendon 
^1^ Township, Ottawa County, Mich., stands 
the name of Oscar M. Sherburne, an honest, up- 
right man, courteous in his intercourse with his 
fellow-men and possessed of more than average 
intelligence. Like so many of the representative 
citizens of the county, he claims New York as his 
native State, his birth occurring in Chenango 
Countv March 28, 1834. He was one of three 
children born to the union of S. W. and Amanda 
(Root) Sherburne, also natives of the Empire 
State. The parents left their native State at an 
early date and turned their faces towards the set- 
ling sun, locating in Cleveland, Ohio, where they 
remained for eight 3'cars. From there they re- 
moved to De Kalb County, 111., but five or six 
years later came to Ottawa County, Mich. This 
was in 1854, and they settled in Blendon Town- 
ship, where the father was engaged in contracting 
and building. He erected the first mill for the 
Ohio Lumber Company and many of the first 
frame residences in Blendon, as well as in adjoin- 
ing townships. He was engaged in contracting and 
building until his death, which occurred in 1884, 
at the age of seventy-six. 

S. W.Sherburne was twice married, his first wife 



dying in 1830. His second marriage was with 
Miss Elizabeth Fairchild, who bore him four chil- 
dren, all of whom lived to mature years. Harriet 
married Henry Woodrufif. Charles died in the 
year 1866, at the age of twenty-seven. He was in 
the United States Navy during the war, on the 
gunboat "A. C. Collier,'* Mississippi flotilla. Sa- 
rah, deceased, was the wife of H. H. Hodge; and 
Ellen, deceased, was the wife of Jacob Leslie. 
The three children born to the first union were: 
Oscar M.; Malvina, deceased; and Amanda, also 
deceased, who was the wife of William Gilliland, 
and died in the year 1891, at the age of fifty- 
five. The father of these children is still living, 
and, although eighty-eight years of age, is enjoy- 
ing comparatively good health. He has a com- 
fortable and pleasant home in Holland, Mich. 

Oscar Sherburne received a common-school edu- 
cation, and when twelve years of age went to Illi- 
nois, where he worked on the farm by the month, 
his first wages being $5 or $6 per month. Leav- 
ing the Sucker State, he traveled over various 
States, and was engaged in lumbering for some 
time in Wisconsin. About 1856 he came to Mich- 
igan, and up to the commencement of the Re- 
bellion worked at the carpenter's trade. In 1861 he 
joined Company I, Third Michigan Infantry, un- 
der Capt. George Weather wax and Col. McCon- 
nell, and was attached to the First Division, Third 
Army Corps, commanded by Gen. Sickles. He 
participated in twenty-eight regular battles, and 
was in all the battles fought by the Army of the 
Potomac from the first battle of Bull Run to the 
battle of the Wilderness, except Antietam. He was 
three times wounded, first at the second battle of 
Bull Run, and was once wounded in the right hand 
and left foot. After recovering from the wounds 
he returned to the service and commanded the pio- 
neer corps until the expiration of his term of 
enlistment, three years and two months, when he 
was discharged, on the 20th of June, 1864. 

Returning to Michigan, our subject worked at 
carpentering in Grand Rapids for two years, after 
which he returned to this township, and haa since 
made his home here. He was married the first 
time in 1859 to Miss Lottie Waite, of Indiana, 
daughter of Justus and Mrs. (Flint) Waite. Five 
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children have blessed this union: Walter, deceased; 
Edwin, who resides in Mason County, Mich.; Mer- 
ton I)., in Dululh, Minn.; Charles F., at (1 rand Rap- 
ids; and Willie, the youngest, deceased. Charles F. 
is a mute and was educated at Flint Mute College, 
and is now working at the cabinet-maker's trade, 
having been one of the finest workmen in the city. 
Mrs. Sherburne died in 1873, and in 1875 Mr. Sher- 
burne married Mrs. Sarah E. Meade, nee Foster. 
Mr. Sherburne has filled all the township offices, 
having l>een Township Clerk for eight years, High- 
way Connnissioner for a number of years, and Su- 
pervisor for eight or nine years. lie is a member 
of Custer Post No. 5, (i. A. R., at Grand Rapids. 
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^1/ GRACE L. DELANO is one of Muskegon's 
^^ prominent and popular attorneys-at-law. 
lie has engaged in practice at this place? 
since 1877, and has establisiied a reputation 
of which many an older practitioner might well 
be [)roud. Mr. Delano is a native of Ohio, his 
birth having occurred in Andovcr, Ashtabula 
County, in the year IH,');^. His father, Horace 
Giddings Delano, was born in Pennsylvania, and 
after arriving at years of maturity wedded Mi>s 
Julia Kyle, daughter of Leonard Kyle, of Aiido- 
ver, Ohio. When he was but three years old his 
mother died. In 18G2 his fatln^r enlisted in Com- 
pany I, One Hundred and Fifth Ohio Regiment, 
and was mustererl out at the close of theRelwllion, 
in June, 1865. 

The subject of this sketch received good educa- 
tional privileges, and after attending the common 
schools took a coorse in the High School. In 
looking about him for a profession or occupation 
which he wished to make his life work, he decided 
to engage in the practice of law, and began his 
legal studies under the direction of Judge Fred J. 
Russell, of Hart, Mich. He was admitted to the 
Bar in May, 1870, and at once entered upon the 
practice of his chosen profession in Whitehall, 
Mich., where he remained for about a year. 



As before stated, Mr. Delano entei-ed u|K)n his 
practice in Muskegon in 1877. The year after his 
arrival he was made Circuit Court Commissioner, 
and held that office for four year^, or until 1881 
He has served as Prosecuting Attorney, havini; 
twice l)een appointed to fill a vacancy in that 
office, and in 1883 was elected to that position for 
a term of two years. He proved capable and effi- 
cient and discharged his public duties with credit 
to himself and satisfaction to his constitueDts. 
Other business interests have also occupied the 
attention of Mr. Delano, who is now Secretary of 
the Muskegon Chemical P^ire Eng^ine ComfiaDj. 
He is largely interested in manufacturing concerns, 
and thus has materially and substantially aided in 
the growth and prosperity of the city. He is also 
a Director of the Whitehall State Savings Bank. 

An important event in the life of Mr. Delano 
occurred in 1880, when was celebrated his mar- 
riage with Miss Cora Ileald, daughter of Joseph 
Heald, of MonUigue, Mich. They reside at their 
pleasant home *at No. 219 West Webster Avenue, 
where they keep open house, and their friends, 
who are many, are always sure of rec*eivinff a 
hearty welcome. In social ciixiles where worth 
and intelligence are received as the passports into 
good society they hold an enviable position. In 
politico, Mr. Delano is a supporter of the Repub- 
lican party. He has always been instrumental in 
promoting the upbuilding of the city, and is ever 
found in the front ranks of any enterprise ailcu- 
lated to advance the general welfare. He is* now 
enjoying a line law [>ractice, a just tribute to his 
merit. 
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OSKPH EDWARD, a prosperous horticlll^ 
urist, devoting his attention principally to 
small fruits^ strawberries and currants, is 
located in Ottawa County, near Agnew, 
and is a long-time resident of his present locality. 
He has held with efficiency various local positions 
of trust, and for fifteen years has been a valued 
School Director and is now likewise Clerk of the 
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the War of 1812, and fought with heroic braver}' 
under (ien. Jackson in the famous battle of New 
' Orleans. 

The parents of our subject, upright jind intelli- 
geut, carefully trairted the eight children who 
blessed their home. Strong, sturdy and self-re- 
liant, the sons and daughters attained to adult 
age and, beginning life, soon made homes for 
themselves and their descendants. They are all 
now deceased with the exception of I. C. and 
his brother Alonzo, who also resides upon the 
old homastead. I. C. Ilorton was mainly reared 
upon a farm. In boyhood he enjoyed limited 
advantages for an education, which he well im- 
proved, and until the year 1869 si)ent the greater 
portion of his time in the constant dail}' round 
of agricultural cares, and is beyond doubt a 
genuinely practical farmer, at home in every 
detail of the cultivation of the soil, as well as 
thoroughly understanding the profitable handling 
of bees. Arriving in Michigan in 1 86i), our sub- 
ject commenced carpentering and found read}- oc- 
cupation as a joiner and contractor, soon doing a 
large business,with which he also combined general 
farming and bee-keeping. In venturing into bee- 
culture, Mr. Ilorton at first met with disappoint- 
ments, but these he overcame by persistent efiforts, 
and with patience and larger experience has be- 
come an authority on the bee industry. Beginning 
upon a small scale in 1877, and experiencing 
failure until 1883, our subject now receives from 
this source of revenue ^700 or ^800 per year, and 
continues to increase the capacity of his hives. 
Mr. Ilorton 's farm consists of eighty acres, twenty - 
five of which are under a high state of cultiva- 
tion. 

In his twenty-fourth year our subject was married 
to Miss Lucy E. Babcock, a native of New York 
State and a daughter of Hiifus and Almira (Walk- 
er) Babcock. The pleasant home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ilorton was brightened by the presence of one 
daughter, now deceased. Our subject and his ex- 
cellent wife adopted and reared a niece, Emma E. 
llui^hopa, Mrs. Abner Servrey, residing in North 
Muskegon. Mrs. Ilorton, a devoted Christian 
woman, is a member of the Free- Will Baptist 
Church at Twin Lake. Mr. Ilorton is likewise a 
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professing Christian. Our subject, politically a 
Republican, ably served one term as Justice of 
the Peace of Cedar Creek Township, and was also 
elected Town Clerk, but did not accept the office. 
He gave great satisfaction to the entire community 
of the neighborhood and vicinity, where he has a 
host of friends tried and true. 





REDERICK W: '^BER, one of the repre- 
sentative citizens and a leading business 
/M\ man of Grand Haven, is engaged in the 
growing of celery, a product for which Michigan 
has gained an enviable reputation. Our subject 
comes from a far countrv. He is of German birth, 
having first opened hi's eyes to the light of da}' in 
Prussia, (Jeimany, on the 16th of Eebruary, 1847. 
His father, John Warber, was also born in the 
same locality. In his later days he crosssed the 
Atlantic to America and settled in Connecticut, 

Our subject spent his school days in the Father- 
land, where he was reared to manhood under the 
parental roof. He attained his majority in Ger- 
many; and then determined to seek a home in a 
land of freedom, with the hope of bettering his 
financial condition. It was in 1868 that he bade 
adieu to the friends of his youth and took pai>sage 
on a Westward-bound sailing-vessel. At length 
he reached New York, and on leaving the Eastern 
metropolis he made his way to Kansas. There be 
spent some years, and was engaged in driving a 
team across the plains to Colorado and New Mex- 
ico. In this way he got a start in life. The change 
in his location occurred m 1876. That year wit- 
nessed his arrival in Grand Haven, where he se- 
cured employment in the sawmill of Charles Boy- 
den. He proved a faithful and trusted employe 
and held that position for seven 3*ears, when he 
severed his connection with Mr. Boyden in order 
to engage in business for himself. 

In 1885 Mr. Warber chose as a companion and 
helpmate on life's journey Miss Minnie Allhreith, 
of Grand Haven. By their union has been born 




'/Cyt^l^i^ 




392 



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 



druggist of Muskegon; and Malfort G., who went 
West early in life and cannot be exactly located. 
Although past the boundary line of three-score 
years and ten, Mr. Lyman is hale and hearty, 
and still follows his trade of a millwright, being 
numbered among the active business men of his 
locality. Politically, he is a Republican and comes 
of old anti-slavery stock, well known in the Ab- 
olition days. He has occupied numerous local 
offices and has ever been a prominent leader in all 
matters pertaining to the growth of enterprise and 
mutual advancement. Fraternally, he is associ- 
ated with the Grand Army of the Republic at 
Spring Lake and enjoys its pleasant social reunions, 
where in memory the old veterans again live over 
the days when they gave their earnest efforts in 
behalf of national existence. Respected by all 
who know him, Lucius Lyman has led a life of 
integrity and self-reliance, and has faithfully given 
to each duty, as friend, neighbor and citizen, his 
most conscientious attention and persistent efforts. 
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:HOMAS H. BIGNELL, a prominent citizen 
and representative agriculturist of Ottawa 
County, Mich., resides upon a magnificent 
farm of two hundred and ten acres, containing 
some of the finest land in Grand Haven Township. 
Financially prospered and regarded as a man of 
sterling integrity of character, Mr. Biguell has oc- 
cupied important local positions of trust and 
firmly holds the confidence of all his fellow- 
townsmen. His father, John Bignell, born in 1794, 
came to this country in 1815, and was sent on 
Lake Ontario, engaged in the British service, dur- 
ing the War of 1812. Near the close of the war, 
in company with several comrades, John Bignell 
deserted the British ranks and leaving Lewiston, 
on the Niagara River, rowed across the lake in an 
open boat, and, remaining together, safely arrived 
in Monroe County, N. Y., where they separated. 
The father remained in that part of the Empire 



State, and later married in Monroe County, in 1819, 
Miss Jane Spratt, a most estimable woman, x 
native of Ireland. Emigrating with her parent; 
to America when only a Uttle child, she received 
her education in New York and there attained to 
womanhood. The parents settled in Monroe 
County, and there the father made his residena 
until in 1838, with his familj^ he journeyed to the 
West and located in Michigan. 

Permanently settling in Oakland Coanty, Jobs 
Bignell became one of the prosperous farmers of 
the Wolverine State and in 1870, esteemed by all 
who knew him, passed away, mourned as a putHk 
loss. Our subject was the eldest of a family d 
ten children, five sons and five daughters, bet 
three of whom are now living. The brothers and 
sisters were: Thomas H., George, Mary, Rebecca, 
Eliza, James, John, Jane, Candace and Judson. 
Those surviving are Thomas H., John and Mary, 
Mi-8. Fish, who resides in Ottawa County, Mich. 

Thomas H. was born in the year 1820, in Mon- 
roe County, N. Y., and in that locality passed 
the days of early youth, being eighteen years of 
age when he accompanied his father's family to 
Oakland County. He resided in that portion of 
the State for some seven 3''ears, and in 1845 was 
married in Ionia County, Micli., to Miss Ani 
Jaenette Dexter, a lady of sujjerior ability and fine 
character. She survived her marriage but four 
years and died without issue. Lamented bv man? 
friends she entered into rest in Ionia County, in 
the year 1849. Not long after the demise of this 
wife our subject entered the ministry of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and was following 
this vocation in Shiawassee County, when be met 
the lady destined to become his second wife, Ws 
Mary Dowell. 

Mrs. Bignell is a native of England and emigii- 
ted with her parents to this country at the age of 
four or five 3'ears, the first home of Mr. and Mi& 
Dowell in the Wolverine State being near Y|j8il- 
anti. Shortly after his second marriage oor 
subject engaged in teaching school in Portland, 
Ionia County, Mich., but after teaching for a 
twelvemonth again resumed the duties of the 
ministrj^ and continued to preach the Word for 
fifteen years, mostly in southwestern Michigii* 
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has increased his landed possessions to eighty 
acres. When he made his first purchase the land 
was in a wild state and there were no roads, but 
his good judgment told him that the land would 
one day be ver3' valuable, so he continued to 
labor energetically and to such purpose that he 
now has one of the best-tilled farms of the section, 
which, though small, compared with some othei-s, 
3'et yields abundant harvests. 

At the age of twenty- five, Mr. Ten Have was mar- 
ried to Miss Tryntje, a daughter of Gerrit and 
Elizabeth (Postma) Van Dyk, and their union 
has resulted in the birth of nine children: Ilenr}"; 
Elizabeth; Gerrit; William, deceased; Ralph; Wil- 
helmina; Catherine; Aaron, deceased; and Mary. 
In the year 1892, Mr. Ten Have lost his barn b}^ 
fire and with it $300 worth of lumber which he 
had purchased for the erection of a new house, and, 
although this loss was a heavy one, he bore it 
philosophically and has continued to " pursue the 
even tenor of his way" unfalteringly. He and 
his wife are members of the Reformed Church, and 
politically, he is a Republican. He has ably filled 
the office of Justice of the Peace and School 
Director, and in his church has held otfice for over 
thirty 3'ears, being at the present time an Elder. 
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J. DE VRH:S, D. D. S. There is no profes- 
. sion which meets the popular needs more 



than that of the dentist. He confers a 
boon on suffering humanity, and supplies 
that which is either deficient or destroyed in na- 
ture to complete the appearance and enhance the 
comfort of his clients. Therefore, no public ser- 
vant deserves more grateful recognition at our 
hands than the dentist. Among the most success- 
ful pnictitionei-s of that art in the city of Holland, 
Mich., is Dr. B. J. De Vries, who is a responsible 
dentist, with an established reputation for ability; 
and skill. 

Dr. De Vries is a native of Holland Township, 
this county, and as he has spent the principal part 



of his life here, the people have had every oppor- 
tunity to judge of his character and qualificatioDS. 
His birth occurred November 20, 1858, and he is 
the son of John DeVries, and the grandson of 
Berend De Vries, both natives of Holland. Tbe 
grandfather was educated in his native country, 
was married there, and in 1847, on account of 
religious persecution, left the land of bis birth 
and crossed the ocean to the United States, being 
among the first settlers of Holland Township. 
Ottawa County. There he entered land from the 
Government, but as it was a forest he began clear- 
ing and improving, and soon had elg-bty acres of 
well-cultivated land. On this he resided until he 
reached advanced years, and then went to live 
with his son and near bis grandson, Henry D^ 
Vries. He and his worthy companion arc now 
eighty -seven years of age, but enjoy comparatiFeij 
good health. Both have been very active church 
members and hold membership in the Reformed 
Church, in which they are highly esteemed. 

John De Vries, father of our subject and sou of 
the honored old couple mentioned above, was but 
eleven yeai*s of age when he came with his i«r- 
ents to the wilds of Michigan. He assisted his 
father in clearing the home place, and amid rude 
surroundings grew to sturdy manhood. He wis 
married to Everdina Rysdorp, a native of tbe 
Netherlands and daughter of Henry Rysdorp wbo 
came to the United States with many .others is 
1847. John De Vries remained on tbe old booe 
place, engaged in farming, until about thirt^'-fonr 
years of age. Later he followed lumbering in Ot- 
tawa and Antrim Counties, and has continued 
this business ever since. He and his wife are nov 
residing in Grand Rapids. They became the pir- 
entsof five children: Minnie, Mrs. Moerdyk;Heni7 
and Albert De Vries; Katie, Mrs. Keppel, and onr 
subject. In politics, the father is a strong Repab- 
lican, and in religion a member of the Reformed 
Church, in which he was a Deacon in Zeeland for 
many years. 

The original of this notice was reared on bb 
father's farm in Holland Township, and gradoated 
from Hope College with the degree of A. R in 
1880. He took the full course in collie, and 
afterwards took a course of dental surgery in tbe 
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test b}^ which to judge character. Those who 
have been Mr. Hay ward's neighbor for man}' 
years have found him a considerate, kind and 
helpful friend, careful of their needs in health or 
sickness, and jealous of their good names. Com- 
panionship with such a man is a privilege not 
often enjoyed. While Mr. Hayward is a Demo- 
crat politically, he is not a politician, nor does he 
show any partisanship in his preferences. He is a 
citizen of whom any community may well be 
proud. 
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^fp^RANK J. FOX. The career of Mr. Fox 
ll^jgj) presents an example of indusUy, persever- 
1^ ance and good management, rewarded by 



subitantial results, well woithy the imitation of 
all. He was born in Portland, Mich., a son of 
Samuel and Matilda (Gardner) Fox, the birtii of 
the latter occurring August 9, 1820, near the vil- 
age of Wichurch, Shropshire, England. She came 
with her father to America in 1830, and on the 
28th of October landed at New York City. The 
following May they removed to a farm in Ontario 
County, N. Y., soon after to Yates County, and on 
April 1, 1835, Mrs. Fox started for Michigan in 
company with the famil}'^ of Almeran Newman, 
arriving at Portland May 23, 1835. In Novem- 
ber, 1850, she moved to Grand Haven, and was 
there married to G. T. Woodbury, and there she 
continued to make her home until April 14, 1862, 
when she settled with her husband in Ottawa 
County, this State, and there continued to reside 
until her death. She was first married to Samuel 
J. Fox, August 16, 1838, at Portland, and by him 
became the mother of two sons: Charles D., and 
Frank J.; and by her second husband also had two 
sons: Jesse G. T. and AVarrcn H. Mrs. Woodbury 
was a lady of intelligence and noble character 
and was a devout Christian, being a member of the 
Congregational Church at the time of lior death, 
although formerl}- a Methodist. 

Frank J. Fox was born May 3, 1849, and until 
thirteen years of age attended the schools of Grand 



Haven. He then came to the farm with his motb< 
and stepfather, and here attended the distr^^. 
schools. He commenced life for himself at ^J,« 
age of twenty-one, but remained with his motVjey 
until her death. He then turned his Aitentioo 
to lumbering and the sawmill business, and /o 
the years 1881-82 put up a mill of his own on see- 
tion 31, where it still stands in the most heavily 
timbered section of the county. For the first few 
years he cut from one to one and a-half million feet 
of lumber annually, his marketing being done by 
means of Grand River at Bass River Landing, an* 
also bv rail. Mr. Fox is one of the oldest settlci 
of the county, and has been prominent in itsaffaii 
He has filled many township offices, from Scho<z>\ 
Director, which he held eleven years, to Superv^i- 
sor, and has also ably filled the position of JustL^^e 
of the Peace. In 1880 he was elected Townst^l^ 
Supervisor by a majority of one hundred 8.-9:-^^ ^ 
eighty over his opponent, and again in 1891. I^Kn 
1890 he was elected Chairman of the Board of 

Supervisors, but resigned this office April ^^S7 

1891. In the spring of 1893 he was again eleot ed 

to the position almost unanimously. 

April 25. 1891, he was married to Miss Jen»- 
Alexander, a native of Canada, and a daughter 
William and Amanda (Miller) Alexander, w 
were born in Scotland and Canada, respective] 
Mr. Alexander was a sailor in his younger da] 
but in early life came to America, and is now 
resident of Georgetown Township. Mr. and Mr 
Alexander have eight children living: Mary, wlB^ 
of Alonzo Wilcox; Hugh, of Grand Rapids; Jene" 
Robert; James; Grace, wife of Delbert Christlp 
Samuel; and Jean, now Mrs. Chester Horton, ^^^ 
Jamestown, Mich. Mrs. Fox is a member of 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, in which sh< 




an active worker, and she belongs to several 
sionary societies. Mr. Fox has always been a p 
inent Republican, and is one of the most thr^ 
and successful farmers in the county. He purch 
his first farm in 1880, containing one hundred 
sixty-three acres, partially improved, and now 
eight}' acres under a high state of cultivation, ktr^- 
nificently improved with splendid barns, o\it\>uM 
ings and residence. In 1885 or 1886 he purcha^et/ 
seventy-one acres adjoining, of which sixty were 
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cation and possessed of much ability. The pater- 
nal grandfather was John K. AVoodward, whose 
mother was a Kilbourne. The mother of our sub- 
ject was Margaret (Bunton) Woodward, a native 
of Ireland, and daughter of Harry Bunton, also 
born in the Emerald Isle, but who, crossing the 
ocean, settled in Canada in the year 1812. Dr. 
Woodward enjoyed exceptional advantages for an 
education, receiving preparatory instruction in the 
excellent schools of Montreal, Canada, and later 
entering the college at Toronto, Canada. AVhile 
onl^' a youth, he journeyed to Michigan, and at 
seventeen years of age, in 1863, enlisted in Com- 
pany D, Tenth Michigan Cavalry, commanded by 
Col. Standish, and was assigned to the Arm}' of 
the Cumberland. 

Our subject courageously participated in many 
of the prominent engagements of the long cam- 
paign, and was present upon the battlefields of 
Winchester and the Wilderness, and was wounded 
at City Point by the explosion of the magazine at 
that place. In 1864, taken prisoner at AVestfield, 
Va., he was imprisoned for six moi:tlis in Libby, 
and for six weeks was obliij^ed to subsist exclu- 
sively upon raw pumpkins. Juno 13, 1865, he 
was exchanged, and as soon as he gained strength 
enlisted again in an expedition sent out to li<i:ht 
the hostile Indians, and served m the West until 
June, 1866. Then returning to Toronto, Canada, 
Dr. AVoodward re-entered college, and was gradu- 
ated from the classical course in 1867, and, contin- 
uing his studies in 1868 look his diploma from the 
medical department. lie shortly after accepted 
the position of Principal of the Public Schools of 
Grand Rapids and devoted himself to the duties 
of that profession for two years. He next went to 
Chicago, in which city he lectured on anatomy in 
the Dodge College, and occupied that professor- 
ship until 1873, when he returned to (xiand Rap- 
ids, where he conducted a general practice in 
medicin(^ for throe voars. 

In 1876 our subject settled in Newaygo, Ne- 
waviTO Countv, Mich., and there continued active- 
Iv enirai^ed in a round of professional dutv until 
188-1. At this latter date Dr. Woodward made his 
home in ^luskegon, but in 1885 dei)arted for a 
long tour through Europe. He was abroad three 



yeai-s, and during this time visited the various 
countries of Europe, and Egypt, Russia, India 
and Turkey, remaining in Mt. Armenia six weeks. 
Returning to Muskegon in 1888, Dr. Woodward 
resumed general practice, and, combining skillful 
surgery, has been especially successful in relieving 
suffering and effecting cures. 

July 2, 1869, Dr. Woodward aud Miss Cynthia 
Gould, of Grand Rapids, daughter of Nekon 
Gould, a native of New York, were married. Dr. 
and Mrs. Woodward were the parents of onescm 
and one daughter, Frederick H. and Lottie M. 
The estimable ^wife of our subject passed awir, 
deeply mourned, in Newaygo in 1884. The pleas- 
ant home of the Doctor is desirably located at >'a 
36 AVestern Avenue, Muskegon. Our subject is 
fraternally associated with the Grand Rapids 
Lodge of Ancient Free <k Accepted Masons, and 
both within and without this order has maov 
warm friends, by whom he is highly regarded for 
his qualities as a citizen and physician. 





I J. P0E8T. It is doubtless owing entirely 
to the industrious and persevering manner 
with which Mr. Poest has adhered to the 
pursuits of agriculture, that he has risen to 
such a substantial ix>sition in farm affairs in Ottawa 
Count}'. Since 1848 he has been a resident of the 
State of Micliigan, and as a natural result he is 
much interested in the progi'ess and development 
of his section, and has done his full share in mak- 
ing it the magnificent farming region that it now 
is. He is a product of the southwestern part of 
Holland, where he was bom on the 4th of July, 
1821, his parents being Dirk and Gertie (Wilden) 
Poest, also natives of the same place. Dirk Poest 
received an excellent education in his 3'outh, and 
for forty years followed the occupation of i 
school teacher in one village, at the same time 
conducting a small but fertile farm which he 
owned. In time a family of four children gaUi- 
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ibout his hearthstone, as follows: John, 
lent of Zeelanci; B. J., the subject of this 
; Minnie, deceased; and Jennie, a resident 
awa Count}', Mich. 

. Poest was twent^'-four years of age at the 
f his father's death, and under the able in- 
on of the latter his initiatory scholastic 
ig was received, and he was fitted for the 
of a teacher, which he followed for some 
uring the winter months in his native land, 
er times he was employed at the carpenter's 
here, but the remuneration for his services 
Dt sufficient to satisfy one of his ambitious 
ition, and he made up his mind to come to 
lited States, the Mecca of the poor man. He 
d this country in June, 1848. His mother, 
g the Old Country at the same time with 
,hcr children, but on a different boat, died 
on the voyage, and was buried at sea. 
ifter his arrival- in this country, Mr. Poest 
o Michigan, and after spending a short time 
.nd Rapids he obtained an Indian canoe and 
'd his way to Holland. After his arrival 
e worked at the carpenter's trade for a short 
ind after spending one year in Zeeland he 
ised one hundred and twenty acres of wild 
nd began to convert it into a farm. This 
c sold after a time, and purchased the prop- 
n which he is now residing, which consists 
ir hundred and twenty acres, and besides 
} has one hundred and sixty acres on another 

lOugh Mr. Poest came to this section when 
sparsely settled and under little cultivation, 
as compelled to labor hard and do without 
of the luxuries which seem so indispensable 
present time, he and his family were con- 

and happy, and prospered in spite of ad- 
3ircumstances. In his struggles to obtain a 
r heritage for his children, he was ably as- 

by his industrious and economical wife, 

he married in 1849, and whose maiden 
was Gertie Kamps, daughter of Berren and 
eka (Askes) Kamps. She was born in the 
rlands, and was reared there on her father's 

She came to this country with her parents, 
ms united in marriage to Mr. Poest, by 



whom she has a family of nine children: Geziena, 
wife of Leander Barmen; Henereka, wife of John 
Veneklasen; Dirk, Berren, Henry, John, Jacob, 
Hannah and AVilliam. 

Mr. and Mrs. Poest have long been members of 
the Reformed Church of Zeeland, and for forty 
years Mr. Poest has been an Polder in the church, 
and for two 3'ears prior to that time was a Deacon. 
He is a Democrat, politically, has held a number 
of township offices, and has been active in all good 
works, a valuable acquisition to any community. 



•^ -^^ 





'Robert G. ROBSON, the energetic and 
prosperous dealer in pictures and picture 
frames, has long been numbered with the 
leading business men of Muskegon, Mich., 
and for the past sixteen years has been intimately 
associated with the development and upward 
growth of the vital interests of the Wolverine 
State. Mr. Robson, by nativity an Englishman, 
was born in the city of London in the year 1824. 
His parents, George and Rebecca Robson, were also 
born in England. Mr. Robson received his pre- 
paratory education in the excellent public schools 
of England, and later completed his studies in 
a London boarding-school. At a comparatively 
early age he began to prepare for a self-supporting 
future, leaving school and entering upon a long 
apprenticeship of seven years to his father, who 
owned a large wagon-shop. Having at the expira- 
tion of this length of time gained an extended 
knowledge of every detail of the business, our sub- 
ject determined to try his fortunes in America. 

Embarking from London, Mr. Robson safely 
crossed the broad Atlantic, and after a favorable 
voyage landed in 1848 in the metropolis of New 
York, and there, finding ready employment, re- 
mained for several yeai-s. Finally following the 
tide of emigration to the Westward, our subject 
journeyed to Illinois, and for seventeen years lived 
in Bloomington. Being a skilled mechanic, he never 
experienced any difficulty in obtaining remunera- 
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tive employment, and in making changes of resi- 
dence was animated only by the desire to l)etter 
himself. In 1877, Mr. Robson came to Michigan 
and, pleased with the country and people, settled 
in Muskegon, where at first he worked at his trade 
and later engaged in his present business, which 
he has since successfully conducted up to the 
present time, his affable courtesy and business 
rectitude making him many friends and custom- 
ers. 

In 1848, in the mother country, were united in 
marriage Robert G. Robson and Miss Adalaide 
Langabeer, of London, England, and six children, 
one son and five daughter, have blessed their 
union. Our subject is politically a Republican, 
and without having ever been in any sense of the 
word a politician, has alwaj'S taken a deep interest 
in both the local and national management of pub- 
lic affairs. To his adopted country loyal and true, 
Robert G. Robson is ever ready to do his duty as 
a liberal-spirited and progressive citizen. 



•®#®' 
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^ YROX B. GODFREY, M. D., a prominent 
physician and successful surgeon of Hud- 



sonville, is one of the public-spirited and 
progressive citizens to whose infiuence the 
present prosperity of the village is largely due. 
The family of which he is an honored representa- 
tive originated in Wales, whence in an early day 
some of its members removed to America and be- 
came identified with the growth of this country. 
The paternal grandfather Of our subject, Thomas 
Godfrey, was a trader between the Eiist Indies and 
New York for many years, and later became a 
contractor on the Eric Canal. 

The father of our subject. Aim on Thomas God- 
frey, was a native of Van Rensselaer County, N. Y., 
born August 5, 1806. He married Miss Lovina 
Beardsley, a native of Hannibal, Oswego County, 
N. Y., born September 10, 1812, and the daughter 
of James Beardsley. After their marriage, which 
was solemnized in New York, the parents of our 



subject resided in that State for a number of yean, 
and thence removed to Wisconsin in 1853, setthng 
in Port Washington. In 1868 they came to Michi: 
gan, and located in Tallmag-e Township, Ottawa 
County, where they resided for eig^ht years. Sab- 
sequently they made their home with our subject 
until their demise, the father passing away on 
the 7th of April, 1884, and the mother January 
10, 1892. 

In the parental family there were eight chil- 
dren, four of whom are now livings, as follow: Mrs. 
C. Fj. Smead, of Grand Rapids; Morrill, a resident 
of Lansing, Iowa; Mrs. L. G. Allen, of Chicago; 
and our subject. The parents were honorable, up- 
right and religious, the father being identified 
with the Christian Church, and the mother a 
member of the Baptist Church. Politically, he 
was a Whig, and after the organization of Uie 
Republican party supported its principles. The 
youngesit of the surviving children is the subject 
of this notice, who was born in Hannibal, Oswego 
County, N. Y., March 1, 1848. His primarj^ ed- 
ucation was received in the common schools of 
Port Washington, Wis., and later he conducted 
his studies at Fond du Lac. 

After completing his studies, our subject taught 
school for eight ^ears, beginning at a salaxy of #30 
per month and "boarding round.** His last term 
was as Principal of the Grandville public schools, 
lie began his professional studies at Detroit Medi- 
cal College, and afterwards entered Rush Medical 
College at Chicago, from which he was graduated 
with the Class of '78. He opened an office for the 
practice of his profession at Lamont, Ottawa Coun- 
ty, where he remained for one year. In 1880 he 
located in Hudsonville, where he has resided ever 
since. At the time of locating here, there were 
four other physicians in the place, but he soon 
gained the entire practice and is now the only 
physician residing here. In addition to his duties 
as a general practitioner, he does a large amount of 
surgical work, in fact more than any other sur- 
geon in the county outside of the large cities. 
His practice is by no means limited to the village, 
but includes a circuit of eight miles, and his 
reputation as a skillful and successful physician is 
as widely known as his name. 
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portion of the property is devoted to the raising 
of cereals. There is a fine orchard on the place, 
which was planted by Mr. Stein, and from which 
are annually gathered large harvests of ripened 
fruits. 

A native of the Province of Luxemburg, our 
subject was born November 3, 1831. His parents, 
Nicholas and Catherine (Sholters) Stein, were na- 
tives respectively of Prussia and Luxemburg, and 
the former died in Muskegon, Mich. Hubert is 
the elder of two children, the other being a daugh- 
ter. Susanna. In his native place he passed the 
3'ears of his l>03'hood,and at the age of twenty-one, 
having resolved to seek a home in the New AVorld, 
he crossed the broad Atlantic and after lauding in 
the United States proceeded AVest to Wisconsin, in 
1852. Locating at Port Washington, he worked 
on a farm, receiving a comi)ensation of S^8 per 
month. 

Coming to Muskegon in 1852, Mr. Stein was 
employed in a sawmill in the woods during the 
winter season, receiving a salary of ^12 per month. 
Afterward ho engaged in teaming from (irand 
Rapids to Muskegon, before the advent of the 
railroad in this section of Michigan. Subsequently 
he embarked in the lumber business and accumu- 
lated a large amount of property, being at one 
time the owner of twenty-nine hundred acres. He 
has always been a very industrious and persever- 
ing man, and during his prime was accustomed to 
toil until a late hour everv night. While work- 
ing for himself, he has not been selfish or careless 
of the rights of othei*s, but all associated with him 
have found him kind and consideratx^ 

The marriage of JVIr. Stein occurred in the Cath- 
olic Church at Muskegon in 1855, his bride being 
Miss Elizabeth Zimet, anativeof Luxemburg. ]^Ir. 
and Mrs. Stein became the parents of six children, 
as follows: Frank, who was born in Muskegon, 
and is now the owner of two hundred and eisfht 
acres twelve miles east of Muskegon; Susan, who 
resides with her parents; Catherine, the wife of 
John Schmidt, of Muskegon; Klizabeth, who is at 
home; and two who died in infanc}'. Mr. Stein 
aided in the erection of the Catholic Church at 
Muskegon and was the first man married in the 
edifice. In his political belief, he is a Democrat 



in National issues, but is independent in loeal pol- 
itics. He has been an incumbent of one or more 
township offices for twenty-five years — as Treasurer 
of the township, Highway Commissioner or Su- 
pervisor. 





ANS THOMPSON. The farming interest 
of Dalton Township, Muskegon County, are 
well represented by our subject, who is & 
leading agriculturist of the community, his 
home being on section 17. He first opened hL< 
eyes to the light of day in the northern part of 
Norway in 1833. His parents, Thomas and Con 
(Peterson) Tarjuson, were both born in Norway. 
They became the parents of seven children, of 
whom three died in early childhood. Robert and 
Mar}' are still living in the Old Country; Amelis 
died at the age of eighteen ycjars, and Hans com- 
pletes the number. 

The subject of this sketch was confirmed in tbe 
Lutheran Church at the age of fourteen years, aod 
from that age made his own way in the world. 
He began to earn his own livelihood as clerk in s 
brass store, and in compensation for his service* 
received $20 per year. After a few years spent io 
that way, he purchased a small vessel in connec- 
tion with his brother, but while making a trip to 
Germany the ship sank and they lost all they had. 
They then determined to seek a home and fortune 
in the New World, for the glory of its privileges 
and advantages had reached them in stories wbicfa 
made them anxious to reach the land of promise. 
Leaving their old home in 1857, they crossed ifee 
water and located in Chicago. Hans Thompson 
was there employed in a lumber-j'ard a few 
months, after which he came to Muskegon, where 
he began working in a sawmill. He was also em- 
ployed in a woodyard for several 3*ears and wj? 
engaged in the fishing business for a few years, bot 
the last-named enterprise did not prove very suc- 
cessful. 

In 1868, in Muskegon, Mr. Thompson wis 
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'. in mnrringe with Miss Turenn Thomson, 
f tlieir union have been born three children: 

who is in Chicngo; and Herman and John- 
ith at home. The daughter was educated in 

Muskegon and tor some time engaged in 
OR- 

sr be bad abandoned the fishing trade, Mr. 
paon engaged in lumbering for himself for 
3ars on White River, and during that time 
ded in acquiring 'some *2,000. With this 
1 he purchased land, becoming the owner of 
ssent faiin in 1869. He purchased eighty 
which was then a swampy wilderness, but his 

have transformed it into a highly cultJva- 
let, it being one of the well-improved fsrms 

neighborhood, for it is complete in all ils 
itment« and is supplied with all modern ae- 
.es. It is located on section 17, Dalton 
ihip, and yields to the owner a. golden trib- 

return for the care and labor he bestows 
it. 
lis political views, Mr. Thompson is a Repub- 

and has held a number of school offices. 
luse of education finds in him a warm friend, 
all worthy public enterprises receive his 
' supjiort and co-operalion We are pleased 
sent the sketch of this worthy citizen to the 
s of the BiOGRAPUKAL Rkcord. 



LARENCE G. PITKIN, an able, druggist 
and prominent citizen of Whitehall, Muske- 
gon County, Mich., is a native of the State, 
v&s born in Ypsilanti, November 2, 1868. 
ibject was the youngest of the six children 
vid and Lucy (La Rue) Pitkin. The father, 
a Union, Broome County, N. Y., January 12, 
was the descendant of an old RevoUition- 
mily, well known in the Colonial days. By 
a mechanic, he waa also a practical general 
Iturist, and, arriving in Michigan in April, 
located on a fnrm near Ypsilanti, and on the 
itead built a wagon-shop, and to that busi- 



ness he gave a portion of his time. The father 
also served efficiently as a Justice of the Peace 
and was a lending man in his locality. In June, 
1852, he was united in marriage with Miss Lucy 
Iji Rue, a native of Union, Broome County, N. Y„ 
and the daughter of a wealthy stock-drover, who, 
yet surviving, has nearly reached his centennial 
birthday, and is now residing in Binghamton, 
N. Y. The La Rues were intimately associated 
with the early history of the L'nited Slates, and, ns 
the name indicates, arc of French origin. 

The eldest child of David Pitkin was Snr.th, 
born August 18, 1853. She married R. E. Kellogg, 
a prosperous farmer of Ypsilanti, and has no 
children. George La Rue Pitkin, born January 16, 
185G, married Miss Delia Dietrich, and has one 
child, a daughter, May, born February 8, 1885. 
George La Rue Pitkin is engaged in the drug busi- 
ness at Brighton, Mich. Jeunie Pitkin was born 
on tlie 5th of December, 1857, and resides with 
her parents at Brighton. William D. Pitkin, 
born April 18, 1863, married Mate Mix and has 
one child, Guy, born February 27, 1887. W. D. 
Pitkin is an energetic farmer near Brighton. 
Ernest N. Pitkin, born May 27, 1865, is an excel- 
lent scholar and graduated from the State Normol 
School at Ypsilanti. Hu is one of the most 
successful teachers in the State and for three years 
has been the Principal of the High School at Her- 
sey, Mich. When our subject was seven years of 
age his parents removed to Brighton, Mich., where 
be received his early education in the Union 
School. When sixteen years old, be became a 
student in the Ypsilanti Seminary, where he spent 
one year. During the succeeding two years of his 
life ho was engaged in the drug store of his 
brother at Brighton, lie next took charge of tlie 
drug store of C. E. DePew at Stockridge, Mich. 
In 1885, when the pharmacy law became effective, 
he undcrwentamostscarching examinatlou before 
the board, and was the youngest man passing at 
that time. After two years' experience as manager 
for Mr. DePew, he spent one year and a-half with 
H. Love, of Charlotte, Mich. Then, in 1887, he 
came to Whitehall and took charge of the drug 
store then owned by Lyman T. Covell. 

When the store was burned out in the Bre of 
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September 19, 1890, our subject determined to go 
into business on his own account and at once pur- 
chased a i^mall stock of goods and on the first 
of the following October was established in his 
present quart^i*8, one of the most finely appointed 
and commodious stores in tiiis section of tiie 
State. From the first (\a.y the business under the 
supervision of Mr. Pitkin has been a success and, 
constantly increasing its proiK)rtion8, now com- 
mands a custom second to none in its locality. 
Upon September 30, 1891, C. G. Pitkin and 
Miss Anna Knudson were united in marriage. 
Mi's. Pitkin, born in Montague, is the daughter of 
one of the extensive pioneer lumbermen of that 
part of the State. Our subject has ever l>ecn a 
stalwart Republican, and as a member of the Com- 
mon Council is a leading factor in the promotion 
of the local interests and enterprises of Whitehall. 
Fmternally, he is associated with the Ancient 
Free <ir Accepted Masons, and both within and 
without this order possesses a host of friends. 
'lie and his estimable and accomplished wife 
occupy a prominent social position and are closely 
identified with all matters pertaining to the up- 
ward growth and advancement of their home 
locality and the village which numbers them 
among its enterprising and prosperous residents. 
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iHOMAS W. WATSON is an experienced 
and prominent farmer of Olive Township, 
^^ Ottawa County, Mich., the grand natural re- 
sources of which region have been developed by 
the practical and intelligent toil of such men as 
Mr. Watson, who is a native of England, born Feb- 
ruary 23, 1852, and the son of Edward G. and Re- 
becca (Register) Watson, both of whom were na- 
tives of that country. The parents came to Amer- 
ica in the fall of 1852, and located in Medina 
County, Ohio, where they made their home until 
1872. From there they moved to Ottawa County, 
Mich., settling in Olive Township, and the father 



has resided here ever since. Mr. Watson first pur- 
chased twenty acres of land and engaged in tillinj 
the soil, an occupation he carries on at the present 
time. He had the misfortune to lose his wife in 
1889. 

Four children were born to this worthy couple, 
viz.: Elizabeth, wifeof Charles Brown, who resides 
in Ramson Corners, Ohio; T. W-, our subject; Har- 
riet A., wife of John Brown, who makes her borne 
in til is county; and Edward, Jr., also of thiscouDlr. 
The early scholastic training of our subject wis 
received in the common-schools of the Buckeje 
State, and he continued to make his home there 
until 1871, when the favorable reports received 
from this State decided him to make a settlement 
within its borders. After reaching this State be 
came directly to Ottawa County, where he purchased 
eighty acres of land, and on this has resided since. 
The land was then unimproved and covered witb 
very heavy timber. 

At first Mr. Watson engaged in the lumber busi- 
ness until he had succeeded in clearing his place, 
and then embarked in agricultural pursuits, at 
which he has been unusually successful. He is 
now the owner of one hundred and sixty-two acres 
of excellent land, one hundred and forty acres be- 
ing well cultivated, and on his place is a pleasant 
rural home and substantial outbuildings. He is a 
practical, progressive and wide-awake young far- 
mer and his accumulations are the result of manv 
days' hard labor. Aside from his fine farm he is the 
owner of a fine lot, 100x50 feet, in Waverly, and 
on this he expects to build a good residence and 
make other necessary improvements. 

With his brother he is engaged in the stock busi- 
ness and handles many cattle, sheep and hogsdur* 
in g the year. Like many of the rcprescntatire 
citizens of the county, he is self-made, for he com- 
menced for himself at the age of twelve years, and 
first received but 12 per month for his services. 
While husking corn he received eighteen cents per 
day, and thus by saving he has reached his present 
prosperous condition. As a farmer he has been 
successful; as a citizen public-spirited, en terprbing 
an<l prominent; and for many year he was con- 
nected with the Grange, holding the position of 
Treasurer during 1878 and 1879. 
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Mr. Watson's happy domestic life began in 1873, 
when he was married to Miss Rebecca Dressier, a 
native of Medina County, Ohio, who was reared 
to womanhood and married in that count}'. She 
was one of five children born to Joseph and 
Elizabeth Dressier, both of whom were natives 
of the Keystone State: James, of Akron, Ohio; 
Sarah, wife of Aaron Camery, of Sharon, Ohio; 
Charley, of Akron; Rebecca, wife of our subject; 
and Alice, wife of Perry Varney. Mi*s. Dressier 
was a member of the Lutheran Church and died in 
full communion with the same in 1890. Mr. Dress- 
ier still survives and makes his home in Akron, 
Ohio. He is a highl}' esteemed and respected cit- 
izen. Mr. and Mrs. Watson's marriage has resulted 
in the birth of six children: Carrie, Elnora, Iva, 
Lena, Elizabeth and Effie. Mi's. Watson is a worthy 
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
she and her husband have a host of warm friends. 
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^j^x ERLEY LAWTON, for eight years one of 

Jl the most successful teachers of New York 

^ and for two years in Ottawa Count}', 

1 1^ Mich., and now a prosperous agriculturist 
near Coopersviile, Wright Township, born in 1818, 
in St. Lawrence County, N. Y., is the son of one 
of the early pioneers of the Wolverine State. The 
father, Josiah T. Lawton, a native of Rhode Island, 
was born in 1785. The Lawton family were of 
sturdy and self-reliant Welsh ancestry. The fa- 
ther remained in Rhode Island until about twenty- 
three years of age, and then removed to St. Law- 
rence County, N. Y., where upon November 26, 
1809, he was united in marriage with Miss Betsey 
Bradley. In 1845 the family journeyed to Mich- 
igan and settled in Ottawa County, at Coopers- 
viile. The father, in his younger days a mill- 
wright and mechanic, later gave his entire atten- 
tion to agriculture, and when he came to Mich- 
igan bought a farm of one hundred and twenty 
acres, all wild and wooded land. There were no 
public roads leading to it, and the country was 



very new, most of the business in that part of the 
State being done in Grand Rapids. There were 
then only six families in the settlement, and the 
homestead of the father lay out a little distance 
from Cooperaville, the land all about being densely 
covered with a growth of pine and hemlock. 

The family was composed of one sister and jsix 
brothers, and all the sons but one are yet surviv- 
ing. D. B. Lawton, a preacher of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, resides in Florida. Henry Law- 
ton lives in Coopersviile. The others make their 
home in Wright Township. The father served 
bravely in the War of 1812, and after a life of 
busy industry passed away in 1863. Our subject 
continued to reside in his birthplace, St. Lawrence 
County, N. Y., until he was twenty -four years of 
age, when he went to western New York to teach 
school. After studying in the district schools of 
his home neighborhood he had completed his 
studies in Gouverneur Wesleyan Seminary and 
fitted himself for the vocation of teaching. At 
twenty-six years of age he arrived. Ma}' 6, 1846, 
at the homestead of his father, and after spending 
a few months upon the farm went out three miles 
southeast of Coopersviile and purchased one hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land, covered with woods 
and surrounded by Indians, being in all its primi- 
tive condition. For fort^'-seven changing years 
Mr. Lawton lived upon the farm, which is now 
brought, under a high state of cultivation and 
annually yields an abundant harvest. Here in his 
home he now enjoys the fruits of many years' la- 
bor and recalls the old times which have gone 
never to return. 

May 9, 1841, Perley Lawton and Miss Nancy 
Ferguson were married in St. Lawrence County, 
N. Y., from which State they emigiated to their 
home in the wilderness of Michigan. By this 
faithful companion our subject l>ecame the father 
of five children, one of whom died at the age of 
three years, and four are now surviving: Erwin 
married Miss Marion Craig, and lives three miles 
from the old homestead; Wellington R. is a mer- 
chant of Berlin; Nora, now Mrs. Coe, resides in 
Lamont; and Chester makes his home three miles 
south of the old farm. The first wife died upon the 
homestead in 1882, and in 1883 Mr. Lawton was 
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wedded to Mrs. Hannah Green, a native of Ohio, 
but a resident of Mioliigan since l»er sixteenth 
year, arriving in the Wolverine StaUi in 1868. 
By her first marriage Mrs. Lawton had four chil- ' 
dren, three of whom are surviving. George A. 
Green is living upon a farm three miles west of 
Coopersville; James W. Green, also a farmer, re- 
sides near his brother George; Mary P. (Green) 
Conklin is at home in Wright Township. For 
fifteen years our subject as Clerk transacted the 
business of the township, and for two years was 
the efficient Superintendent of the County Poor. 
He was nominated for the Second District as Rep- 
resentative for Ottawa County in 1862, and came I 
within six votes of winning, George Luther being 
elected. Our subject was debarred from serving i 
in the late war on account of his defective eye- 
sight. From 1838 to 1848, Mr. Lawton taught 
continuously and found both pleasure and profit 
in the profession of instructor. In earl}- life a 
Whig and later a Republican, he has ever been in- 
terested in both local and National Government. 
For nearly half a century' an intelligent eye-wit- 
ness of the rapid development of Michigan, our 
subject possesses a store of reminiscences almost 
invaluable and is authority upon the few remain- 
ing landmarks of the past. 
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SI MLLIAM KOLB. For thirty ^-ears or more 
the subject of this biographical sketch has 
conducted farming operations upon the 
place which he pre-empted in 1863. A German 
by parentage and birth, he brought with him upon ! 
emigrating to America the soIi<l and substantial | 
traits of character which have contributed to his 
success. After clearing the land he gave his at- | 
tention to its cultivation, embellishing it with a 
neat residence, substantial outbuildings and good 
fences, and its present attractive appearance is due 
to his untiring efforts. I 

Born in the kingdom of Bavaria, Germany, 
August 5, 1831, the subject of this sketch is the ; 



son of Leonard and Henrietta (Sproed) Kolb, like- 
wise natives of that kingdom and empire. In 
1849, accompanied by their children, they emi- 
grated to the United States and located In York, 
Pa., where they resided for seven years. In 1856 
they came to Michigan, and, settling in Musltegon 
County, here spent their remaining years* The 
father's death occurred in 1859. The wife and 
mother survived him for a number of years, pass- 
ing away on the 20th of March, 1891. In his 
chosen calling the father was a farmer, although 
during a part of his life he engaged in mining. 

Six children were born of the union of Leonard 
and Henrietta Koib, five sons and one daughter, 
of whom William is the only survivor. In the 
land of liis birth he received an excellent educa- 
tion in the German schools, and at the age of 
eighteen years accompanied his parents to the 
United States, settling with them in Pennsylvania. 
In the fall of 1855 he came to Michigan and lo- 
cated in Muskegon County, where for a time he 
worked in the employ of othere. In September, 
18G1, he was united in marriage with Miss Lydia 
A. Butters, a native of New York, who died on 
the 17th of .lanuarv, 1873. 

The cause of the Union was so dear to Mr. Kolb 
that on the 1st of November, 1863, he enlisted as 
a soldier in Company I, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, 
and fought in the defense of the Old Flag until 
.June 14, 18G5. AVhile surrounding Louisville 
with his regiment, there was a heavy snow storm, 
and the exposure resulted in a serious attack of 
rheumatism, which confined him to the hospital 
for some time. Upon recovering from that afflic- 
tion he was seized with a throat disease, which 
incapacitated him for active service for some 
time. He still suffers from rheumatism and heart 
disease, which he contracted in the army. Mot- 
withstanding these misfortunes, he participated in 
a number of decisive and important engagements, 
among which may be mentioned the battle of Rome, 
Ga., May 15, 1864; Kingston, Pumpkin Vine 
Creek, Dallas, Ga., and many skirmishes. His 
brother Adam was killed in the battle of the 
AVilderness, May 4, 1864. 

Upon returning to Michigan, Mr. Kolb reaamed 
agricultural operations. In 1863 he entered fron 
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Government one hundred and thirty-tive acres 
ild land, which he ha^ cleared and placed under 
ilent cultivation. Indefatigable industry has 
ted in the accumulation of wealth, and he is 
recognized as one of the moneyed men of the 
ship. His second marriage occurred on the 
of August, 1873, and united him with Miss 
esia Sidel, a native of Germany, wh(» has he- 

the mother of one child, Justina, born Sep- 
er 17, 1882. 

e first ballot of Mr. Kolb was cast for James 
anan, and he has voted for every Republi- 
Vesidential candidate since the second term 
braham Lincoln. He is a man who lakes an 
ligent interest in all measures calculated to 
It the community, morally, materially or so- 
'. In his religious connections, he is a mem- 
f the German Lutheran Church, to which his 

also belongs. Socially, he is a member of 
Kearney Post No. 7, G. A. R., of Muskegon. 
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? RANK JONES. Among the well-known and 
^ progressive farmers of Fruitland Town- 
ship, Muskegon County, is this gentleman, 

was born in Holstein, Germany, in 1847. 
residence is situated on his fine and well- 
^ated farm on section 13, where he has lived 
nany years. He is considered one of the 
sentative men of this district, and has ac- 
ngly been honored by his friends and ncigh- 
with various positions of honor and trust, in 

which he has acquitted himself admirably. 
90, he was chosen Supervisor, being elected 
large majority, and has held that position 
hree successive terms. For two yeai-s he 
d as Township Treasurer and Justice of the 
J. At the present time, he is one of the 
)1 Directors, and can be relied on for the pro- 
)n of all educational interests, 
r subject is a son of Frank and Anna C. 
rson) Jones. His paternal grandparents were 
and McGregory (Thompson) Jones, who 

20 



were natives of Holstein, Germany. Peter Jones 
was an agriculturist, owning a farm of about one 
hundred and sixty acres, and during his lifetirnc 
he served in various official capacities. He was a 
devoted adherent of the Lutheran Church. He 
reared a family of seven children, namel}^: Elias, 
Frank, Peter, George, McGregory, Mary and Cath- 
erena. 

Frank Jones was reared to manhood in the Fa- 
therland, receiving a good education. At the age 
of twenty-one 3'ears, he l)ecame a coachman in the 
household of a German prince. When a few years 
had passed, he was drafted into the Danish army, 
in which his father was at the same time serving. 
After his three ^^eai-s* service in the Danish army, 
he was drafted into the regular German army, 
and remained there for four yeai*s, during which 
time several States of Denmark became a part of 
Germany. During his arduous service he was 
twice wounded, being upon one occasion cut with 
a cavalry sabre, and at another time shot in the 
side. After retiring from the army, he returned 
to the service of his prince as coachman, and con- 
tinued thus employed for five years, during which 
time he married. He still makes his home in Ger- 
many, and is now well advanced in years. The 
mother of our subject had the honor of rearing the 
three children of the Danish king, Frederick VII. 
She never left her home in Denmark, dying in her 
native land. 

The subject of this sketch is one of four chil- 
dren, two of whom died in childhood. His sister, 
Anna Sophia, is married and resides in Germany. 
In the schools of Germany, Frank received an 
excellent education, which prepared him for an ac- 
tive career as a farmer and citizen. In 1866 he was 
drafted into the German army. He later left the 
Fatherland, and, emigrating to the United States, 
made settlement at Sheboygan, Wis., where for one 
year he followed the occupation of a teamster. 
Later he came to Muskegon, and for several years 
was employed in a sawmill, after which he pur- 
chased eighty acres of his present farm. 

In 1871 was celebrated the marriage of Frank 
Jones and Elizabeth Todd, whose father, Andrew 
Todd, was a much-respected farmer of this county, 
and lost his life in the late war. Their union has 
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been blessed with seven children, three sons and 
four daughtei-s. Their names in order of birth are 
A. Frank, Anna, Susan, Ella, Lettic, Villieand Fred. 

In 1885, Mr. Jones became the owner of eighty 
acres of land, a portion of his present farm. The 
money which he thus invested was acquired 
through years of hard work and careful saving. 
The land at that time, however, was almost in a 
wild stale and bore little resemblance to what it 
is to-day. It was originally quite heavily timbered 
and had been partially cleared of pine. As the 
years have passed, the owner has placed manj' 
substantial improvements upon this farm, which is 
one of the best in this locality. 

In his social relations, Mr. Jones holds member- 
ship with several lodges, belonging to Lodge No. 
457, K. O. T. M., of Dalton; to German Lodge No. 
179, 1. 0. 0. F., of Muskegon ; and to Ix)dge No. 546, 
County Grange. He casts his ballot in favor of 
the nominees of the Republican party, to which he 
gives his earnest support. In religious matters, he 
has not departed from the faith in which he was 
brought up, the German Lutheran For his quali- 
ties of integrit}'^ and true worth he justly deserves 
the high respect in which he is held by one and 
all, and this record of Muskegon County's pio- 
neers and citizens would be incomplete without his 
life history. 










fi SA JOY, a thoroughl}' practical farmer and 
fruit-grower, and a highly-esteemed citi- 
zen of Ottawa County, is a native of 
Michigan and was born in Redford, 
Wayne County, October 6, 1839. His father, 
Bennett Jo}', was born in New York State and 
long made his home near S^'racuse. When about 
forty-five years of age he journeyed to the West, 
and located in Michigan in 1837. While serving 
bravely in the War of 1812, he was wounded and 
taken prisoner at Plattsburgh and held in the 
Quebec prison for three years, being released at 
the close of the war. He later worked on the 



Erie Canal and continued in that business ootii 
his removal to Michigan. Making his permanent 
home in Wayne CouDt\% he resided in Redford 
until his death. His family' of eleven children 
was composed of five sons and six daughters. 
Two daughtei*s and three sons are yet living. 

Our subject, the third son, remained in his birtb- 
plac*e until the death of his mother, when be was 
about twelve vears old. He made his home with a 
sister in Plymouth until 1862, at which time he 
enlisted in the service of the Government, enter- 
ing the Twentieth Michigan Infantry', under Cd. 
Henry A. Morrow. He was placed in the Old 
Iron Brigade, Fiist Division, First Coqw, Araj 
of the Potomac, under Gen. WadsworUi. The 
first commander of the Army of the Potomac wis 
Gen. Franklin, the second bein^ Gen. John A. 
Reynolds. Mr. Joy participated in many of the 
most decisive engagements and aided in covering 
the retreat from the battle of Bull Run. Be 
fought at Fredericksburg and was one of the 
soldiers who took an active part in Bumsido's 
" Mud March.*' He was with the Fifth WiscoDsin 
when they laid the pontoon bridges at the dbirgt 
of the Rappahannock, on the Fitz Hugh Crossing, 
before the second battle of Fredericksburg. 

From this scene of war our subject proceeded 
to the battlefield of Chancellorsville, and tbencc 
made his way to the conflict at Gettysburg, where 
in the first day's fight he lost a leg. He was Ib 
the hospital in Gettysburg for six weeks, and now 
receives a pension of $30 per month, being on the 
roll of honor. As soon as able he returned to Plj- . 
mouth, Wayne County, Mich., where for sevca- 
teen years he engaged in the milling businen. 
About 1881 he went to Kansas, and, locating ii 
Dorrance, Russell County, remained there for in 
years, devoting himself entirely to agricaltunl 
pursuits. At the expiration of that time lie re- 
turned to the Wolverine State and settled per- 
manently upon his present homestead. Tbefsm 
contains eighty-five acres, about fifty of whick 
have been brought to a high state of caltiyatioi 
and yield annually an abundance of general fara- 
ing products, as well as a variety of fruit, Mr. Joj 
meeting with especial success in the culture of 
grapes and apples. 
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When tventy-four years of age our subject was 
united in marriage iu Canton, Wayne County, 
Mich., with Misa Helen E. Safford, whose pnrenU 
were natives of Connecticut. It was in 1829 that 
the Saffords emigrated from their Risterii liome to 
the wilds of Micliigon, where llicy shared in tlie 
privations and peculiar experiences of the pio- 
neer days. Three of the four children who 
blessed the home of Mr. and Mrs. Joy now sur- 
vive: Evs, Mary and Maf^gic. Eva married G. B. 
Atkinson and iivcs on the farm; Mary is tiie wife 
of Dr. Brown and makes her home in Dorrance; 
and Maggie resides witli hei' parents. Mr. Joy is 
»D adherent of the Democratic party, although he 
has at times advocated ttie principles of the Urccn- 
backers. fraternally, he is identified with the or- 
der of the United Workmen. In religious affilia- 
tion he is a Presbyterian, his wife also being a 
member of that denomination. In the varied ex- 
periences of his life, in times of peace and war, 
Mr. -loy has with loyal courage done his full duly, 
ibd is well worthy of the respect and confidence 
wliicti he receives from a host of old-lime friends 
md acquaintanL'CS. 



JOHN N. WAITE, a prominent business man 
residing in Hudsonvillc, was born in Sum- 
mit County, Ohio, September 10, 1840, and 
„^_j^ IS the son of Isaac and Rebecca (Dove) 
Waite, natives, respectively, of Connecticut and 
Ohio. His father was born in 1800, and upon 
attaining to mature yeara settled in Oliio, follow- 
ing the occupation of a farmer in Summit County, 
at the same time also engaging at his trade of a 
shoemaker. At the time of making settlement in 
Summit County, it was comparatively in the prim- 
eval condition of nature, containing few of tlie 
improvements made at a later day. 

Isaac Waite was three times married. Of his 
Bist union two childran now survive: Allen, who 
lives in Hudsonville; and Isaac, a resident of 



K.^lkaska County. Of his second marriage four 
children were born, three of whom are still living: 
Benjamin Fr.inklin, of Wexford County and the 
father of four children; our subject; and Thomas 
M., of Georgetown Township, Ottawa County, ' 
who is married and ii.is tliree childrcu. The 
mother of our subject died in Summit County in 
1844, and Isaac Waile afterword married again, 
but by this marriage had no children. In 1854 
he removed from Ohio to Michigan and set- 
tled on section 34. Georgetown Township. Ottawa 
County, of which he was a pioneer. Upon the 
farm he there improved he spent the remaining 
yearij of hh life, and there passed away in 18i>9. 
The estate is now owned by his youngest son. He 
was a man of upright character, and a devout 
member of the Free-Will Bnptist Church. 

The subject of this biographical noLice passed 
the years of his childliood in Summit County, 
where he was tlie recipient of such meagre advan- 
tages as were afforded by the neighboring schools. 
His education, however, has been oblAined princi- 
pally in the school of experience, by self-culture 
and observation. At the age of nine ycara he 
left the parental home, and for the eight yeara en- 
suing lived with a neighbor, whose home was a 
mile from his father's. He accompanied that gen- 
tleman to Michigan in 1854, and for two years 
lived with him in Macomb County, after which he 
came to Ottawa County and resided with his father, 
working out on neighboring farms. 

On the 10th of June. 18C1, the name of John 
N. Waite was enrolled as a member of Company 
I, Third Miehiganinfantry, and with his regiment 
he marched gallantly from Grand Rapids to Wash- 
ington, 1>. C, where he did guard duty. From 
that city he marched to the front and participated 
in a number of the most important and decisive 
engagements of the war. After taking part in 
the first battle of Bull Run, he participated in the 
Peninsular campaign and also in the siege of York- 
town. For a time he was ill, and was confined in 
the field hospital, hut the day after the battle of 
Fair Oaks he rejoined his regiment, and continued 
in active service, though far from well. Willi his 
regiment he spent two weeks before Richmond, 
Va., and from there proceeded to Harrison's Land- 
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He suffered so severely from chronic diar- 

ea that he was sent to Hampton Hospital, Ft. 

onroe, and for three weeks remained there un- 

mscious. He gradually recovered his strength, 

nd on the 27th of September, 1862, was discharged 

Tom the hospital. Soon afterward he returned 

to his home in Ottawa County, but many months 

elapsed before he regained his former health. 

The marriage of Mr. Waite occurred December 
14^ 1862, and united him with Miss Jennie L., 
daughter of John J. and Mary E. (Whipple) John- 
son. Her parents were natives of Pennsylvania, 
the father born August 17, 1817, and the mother 
February 17, 1816. They removed to Michigan 
from New York State in 1861, and settled in Ot- 
tawa County on the farm where they spent their 
subsequent days. His death occurred in 1867, 
while she survived a few years, passing away in 
1874. They were the parents of six children, of 
whom five are now living, namely: Euphemia, 
wife of George Cowan, residing in this township, 
Ottawa County; Alvina A., Mrs. Benjamin Edson, 
of this township, and the mother of two children; 
Mrs. Waite and her twin brother, Lorenzo J., the 
latter residing in Grand Rapids; and Emma, the 
wife of Thomas Brown, of Jamestown Township, 
Ottawa County. The parents of this family were 
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
were people of upright lives and honorable char- 
acter. 

Mrs. Waite was born in Barry County, N. Y., 
June 1, 1845, and in her girlhood received an ex- 
cellent education. For a time she followed the 
profession of a teacher in Michigan, meeting with 
success as an instructor and disciplinarian. Her 
union has been blessed by the birth of eight chil- 
ren, of whom seven are now living. Frank Dorr 
died November 24, 1873, when an infant four 
months old. Eva R. married Harry H. Hoyt, of 
Lawton, Mich., and they have three children, 
Goldie, Hazel and an infant unnamed. Louis 
Ruez was united in marriage with Miss Clare B. 
Kline, by whom he has become the father of two 
children, Ivan S. and Clyde E. They reside in 
the village of Hudsonville. John J., a resident of 
Spring Lake, Mich., married Miss May Lawton and 
they have one child, Lisle. Carrie Laverne is the 



wife of Glenn Bamaby and the mother of t^x^o 
children, Mary G. and Wordcn J. The ot.>jg^ 
children, Glenn Howard, Theresa B. and Char/e^ 
Byron, are at home with their parents. 

After his marriage Mr. Waite settled on an on- 
improved farm in Jamestown, Township, where 
he remained until 1870. He then disposed of his 
agricultural interests and, removing to Hanley, em- 
barked in the mercantile business, which he con- 
ducted until 1883. Thence removing to Hudson- 
ville, he opened a mercantile establishment, which 
he has since carried on with flattering success. In 
1890 he built the store which he now occupies, and 
which contains a complete stock of drugs, notions, 
etc. In his social connections, be is identified 
with the Masonic order at Grandville, and also 
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, in 
which organizations he has served in an official 
capacity. 

In educational matters, Mr. Waite maintains a 
deep interest, and has frequently served as a 
member of the local School Board. He has given 
to his children the best educational advantages 
possible, and they arc all well informed and ac- 
complished. John J., a young man of brilliant 
attainments, is regarded as one of the best operat — «^ j|(. 
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ors on the Detroit and Grand Haven Railroad 
In politics, Mr. Waite was formerly a Republica 
later an advocate of the principles of the Greece- 
back party, and at present affiliates with the De 
ocrats. lie was the nominee of his party for 
position of Probate Judge, but, the county beL 
strongly Republican, he was defeated. For ei 
teen years he has served as Justice of the Pe 
and is the present incumbent of that oflSce. 
is now serving his third consecutive term as Su 
visor, and has the distinction of being the o 
Democrat ever elected to the office in this to 
ship. He was offered the position of Chairman 
the County Board, but refused to accept Wh 
a resident of Hanley he was appointed PostmasU^r, 
in 1872, and served for three years. In 1884 Be 
was appointed Postmaster at Hudsonville and 
served until the expiration of his term, when lie 
was removed against the wishes of almost the eo* 
tire populace. On the 26th of April, 1893, he was 
again appointed Postmaster, and is the present oc* 
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lonnf voyage ended and the family safely landed 
in New York. From tlie metropolis of the Em- 
pire State journeying to Buffalo, the parents 
located near the latter city, where the father pur- 
chased a farm of one hundred and sixty acres, and, 
settling permanently, soon became identified with 
the interests of his American home. 

John, then but seven years of age, received his 
primary education in the public school of the 
home neighborhood, and later attended the free 
schools of Buffalo. Our subject was trained to 
habits ojT industry, and remaining until he was 
twenty-five years of age in the Empire State 
was variously employed. Energetic and very am- 
bitious, he at last decided to try the farther West, 
and in 1861 removed to Michigan, making his 
home in the city of Muskegon. Here he thor- 
oughly learned the trade of a butcher, and later 
engaging successfully in the meat business on his 
own account has since prosperously conducted a 
large trade. 

In December, 1860, John De Haas and Miss 
Catherine Vandervere were united in marriage 
in Grand Haven, Mich. The estimable wife of 
our subject is a native of Holland and the 
daughter of Henry Vandervere, born in the 
Netherlands and the descendant of a long line of 
honest and thrifty Hollanders. The union of Mr. 
and Mrs. De Haas has been blessed by the birth 
of four children, one son and three daughters: 
Jennie, the eldest-born, is the wife of Andrew 
Wierengo, a well-known citizen of Muskegon; 
Nellie is at home; Annie is the wife of Edward 
Kraai; and Abraham is a shipping-clerk for Andrew 
Wierengo, a wholesale grocer, and is a young man 
of fine business ability. 

The attractive family residence is desirably 
located at No. 147 Terrace Street, Muskegon. Mr. 
De Haas is fraternally associated with the Independ- 
ent Order of Odd Fellows, and is a valued mem- 
ber of Muskegon Lodge No. 92. A man of gen- 
erosity and kindly feeling, our subject has as a 
member of the German Aid Society assisted many 
an unfortunate fellow-countryman, and is ever 
active in good works and benevolent enterprises. 
Politically a Republican and an ardent advocate 
of the principles of the party, Mr. De Haas was 



elected Superintendent of the Poor of the city of 
Muskegon, and with efficiency discharging the 
numerous duties involved, held with honor the 
responsible position for five and a-half years. 
In his business and public work earnest, apright, 
faithful and energetic, our subject has not onlj 
won financial success and gained a competence, 
but has secured the universal esteem and* confi- 
dence of his fellow-citizens. 
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HRISTIAN J. COOK. Ottawa County, 
Mich., is an Eden of fine farms and agri- 
ff) cultural tracts. There are com para tifelj 
few very small tracts, and each farmer tries to ont^ 
do his neighbor in the cultivation and impro?e- 
ment of his land. Of the many fine, attractive 
places none are more conspicuous than that be- 
longing to our subject. Olive Township, like 
many other parts of Ottawa County, has been 
benefited by an influx into it of the better classof 
British emigrants, who have helped to build op 
the agricultural and commercial prosperity of tliis 
section of the country. 

Christian J. Cook wasborn in Lincoln, Lincoln- 
shire, England, January 29, 1830, and is a son of 
William and Frances (Johnson) Cook, also <rf 
English nativity. For many years the father 
followed the hotel business in his native coontrj, 
but seeing a better opening for that business in 
America he sold out and crossed the ocean. Tliis 
was in 1838, and he located at Cleveland, Ohio, 
where he opened the old St Clair and Farnners' 
Hotel. Later he returned to the land of his birth 
and received his final summons there, in the town 
of Spaulding, Lincolnshire. He was the father of 
three children, as follows: William H., who rcsi<les 
in West Point, Wis.; Frances E., deceased, who was 
the wife of Edward Thompson; and Christian J. 

The latter was about eight years of age when 
his father emigrated to the United States, but be 
remained in England until 1859. When about 
fifteen years of age he started out to fight his 
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found employment at other work, and has con- 
tinued to make his home here ever since, retiring 
from active practice in 1867. 

A Republican in political belief, the Doctor has 
served sixteen years as a member of the County 
Board of Supervisors, and has occupied other local 
positions. He has engaged considerably in con- 
veyancing, etc. Socially, he is identified with 
Ravenna Grange No. 373. The Doctor has never 
cared to exchange the independent life of a bach- 
elor for the uncertainties of matrimony, and for 
more than forty yeai-s has remained continuously 
at the same boarding-house. 
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ENRY DE KRUIF. Among the successful 

1] enterprises owned and conducted by the 

^ citizens of Zeeland may be mentioned the 

^ agricultural-implement business, of which 
the subject of this sketch is the genial proprietor. 
In the year 1882 he located in this village and 
embarked in the business in which he has since 
engaged. So greatly was he prospered that in 
1892 he erected a commodious and substantial 
building, admirably adapted to the needs of his 
trade and stocked with a complete assortment of 
first-class farming machinery. lie gives emploj- 
raent to five men, and sells a large number of im- 
plements throughout the count3\ 

A native of Ottawa County, our subject was 
born at his father's home on section 17, Zeeland 
Township, and is the son of Henry and Dina (Van 
DeLuj'ster) De Kruif. His paternal grandfather, 
Anthony De Kruif, was a laborer in Holland, and 
had a family of two sons and four daughters. Of 
these children, John emigrated to America and 
died while serving in the Union arm}'^ during the 
Civil War; Henry is the father of the subject of 
this sketch; and Peternella is ]Mrs. John Peck, and 
resides at Greenville. 

Henry De Kruif, Sr., was born in Gelderland, Hol- 
land, July 25, 1817, and was reared to manhood in 
the land of his birth. Emigrating to America in 



1846, he accompanied Dr. A. C. Van Raalte to Hol- 
land, Mich., but soon afterward came to Zeeland. 
As he soon gained considerable knowledge of the 
English language, he was emploj^ed by the firm of 
Rabbers & Rekken to do business for them amon^ 
the English-speaking people. After engaging in 
the mercantile business for two years, be parehased 
an eighty-acre tract of land, wbicb be cleared and 
improved and upon whicb he conducted agricul- 
tural operations. In 1861, be removed to the 
village of Holland, where for tbree yeai-s he en- 
gaged in the butcher business, and later carried on 
a t:innery. He relumed to bis farm in 1866 and 
there remained, engaged in agricultural pursoit?, 
until the spring of 1892, wben be came to the 
village of Zeeland, and now lives retired from 
active labors. 

Politically, Henry De Kruif, Sr., was a Democrat 
prior to 1860, since whicb time be bas been an 
active member of the Republican party. In his 
religious belief he is a member of the Reformed 
Church, in which he has officiated as Deacon. He 
was twice married. His first wife bore him one 
son, Geerlinus ¥j,, now a resident of Grand Rapids. 
She died in Holland when comparatively young. 
Tlie second marriage of Mr. De Kruif resulted in 
the birth of eight children: Johannes, Anthony, 
Dina J., Ilenderika (who died at the age of thir- 
teen), Henry, William, Peter J. and Jannes. TTie 
mother of this family was born in Zeeland, Hol- 
land, December 22, 1824, being the daughter of 
Jannes and Dina (Naaije) Van DeLu^^ter, who 
came to the United States in 1847, and located 
in Zeeland, where the father dealt in real estate. 
He engaged in farming, and accumulated large 
and valuable landed possessions. A benevolent 
man, kind and whole-souled, he was highly re- 
garded in this community, and was the "court of 
arbitration'' for all who were in trouble in the 
community. 

The subject of this sketch was reared on the 
home farm and received a commercial education 
at Grand Rapids. At tho age of twenty-three he 
began in life for himself. In 1880, as above 
stated, he came to Zeeland, where he has since 
conducted an extensive and profitable business. 
His attention is devoted closely to his business, 
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proved with a handsome residence^, substantial 
barns and outbuildings. Our subject aside from 
general agriculture has a peach orchard of three 
acres and is constantly adding to the value of his 
farm by a wider range of improvement. Frater- 
nally our subject is connected with Saranac Lodge 
No. 168, L O. O. F., and politically is a Demo- 
crat He has filled with ability various local 
offices of trust, and for one year served efficiently 
as Township Clerk, also for a twelvemonth per- 
forming the duties of Township Treasuier to the 
great satisfaction of the citizens of ihe locality, 
by whom he was elected in 1893 to the office of 
Justice of the Peace. Our subject is a member of 
the Grange and liberally aids in all fraternal mat- 
ters pertaining to the welfare of the public. 
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I^ON. JOHN B. PERHAM, a prosperous 
business man and leading merchant of 
Spring Lake, Ottawa County, Mich., has 
for twenty -seven years been identified with 
his present line of trade, and for thirty years re- 
sided in the same locality of the State, at first 
engaging in the avocation of a teacher. Born in 
Franklin County, N. Y., our subject was the sec- 
ond in a family of seven children, six of whom 
survived to mature years. Lorin O. is a well-known 
druggist of Spring Lake; John B. is our subject; 
Phoebe, the widow of Henry Cleveland, conducts 
a business at Nunica; Jane, Mi*s. Perr}', resides in 
Narragansett Bay, N. J.; Mar}', married, resides in 
Jefferson County, N. Y.; and Jason is a druggist 
of Kent County, Mich. The parents of our subject, 
Levi and Martha (Sole) Perham, were long-time 
residents of New York, in which State the mother 
was born, the father being a native of Vermont. 
The Perhams are among the leading families of 
the East, and for generations have been numbered 
with the successful merchants and professional 
men of New England and the Empire State. Mr. 
Perham received his education and early training 
in his native count}', but at seventeen years of 



age, beginning life for himself, was employed in 
the Government survey in Iowa, Minnesota and 
Wisconsin. After devoting one season to this 
employment, he taught school three winters in 
Grundy County, III., and prospected in the sum- 
mer through Minnesota and Kansas. 

At the expiration of this length of time, he 
found employment as a teacher in Spring Lake, 
and engaged in that avocation for three contina- 
ous years, then entering into the business in which 
he yet remains and which he has so profitably 
handled for so long a^ime. His partner was the 
Hon. Allen C. Adsit, of Kent County, and both of 
the firm being energetic and enterprising the busi- 
ness throve and was soon one of the best in this 
part of Ottawa County. After eight years Mr. 
Perham bought out his partner, and has since 
conducted merchandising alone, and now has the 
largest store and greatest variety of goods offered 
to the custom of the buyers of Spring Lake and 
its vicinity. In 1868 our subject was united in 
marriage with Miss Cassic Cross, daughter of 
Samuel Cross. Mr. and Mrs. Perham have a foster- 
daughter, but no children of their own. Thej 
are both valued members of the Methodist Episco- 
pal Church, and have been professing Christians 
for many years, our subject especially being active 
in the support and extension of religious work 
and influence. For four years he has been Presi- 
dent of the Ottawa County Sunday-School Asso^ 
ciation, and for twenty years has been Superin- 
tendent of two Sunday-schools in Spring Lake. 
In all local matters of i*eligious interest and enter- 
prise he has taken a prominent part, and is widely 
known and highly esteemed as a vital factor in the 
promotion of good and the elevation of humanity. 

When only seventeen years of age Mr. Perham 
joined the Good Templars and has during his en- 
tire life been a total abstainer. He was instru- 
mental in raising money by subscription to erect 
the first Temperance Red Ribbon Hall in Michi- 
gan, where the Reynolds movement was inaugur- 
ated, and was its President for many years. Our 
subject is a pronounced Republican, and has oc- 
cupied with distinction a high place in the local 
councils of the party. For several years he was 
a member of the Ottawa County Republican Com- 
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niittee, and in 1880 was elected to the State 
Leo^islature, and with ability and to the great 
satisfaction of his constituents held the office two 
terms. ¥ov two terms our subject also discharged 
the duties of Supervisor of Spring Lake, and was 
also Town Clerk two terms. For twenty-five years 
as an efficient member of the School Board Mr. 
Perham has materially aided in the advancement 
of educational facilities in the county, and has 
been a true and faithful friend to all progressive 
interests. At the time he was a member of the 
Legislature he was Chairman of the Committee on 
Education, during his last term, and served as a 
member of the committee his first term. While a 
member of the Liquor Committee he made a can- 
vass of the Legislature on the liquor question. He 
was also on the Engrossment and Enrollment 
Committees. Our subject enjoyed the honor of 
being elected as Delegate to the Republican 
National Convention which met at Minneapolis 
in 1892, and served as Chairman in the conven- 
tion of the Fifth District of Michigan, at which 
time he was selected for the responsible position. 
Aside from his other occupations, Mr. Perham has 
prosperously and extensively handled real estate, 
and self-relinntly winning his upward way com- 
mands the confidence of the entire community. 
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JI/ AMES E. WILKINSON, who is chaplain of 
I the Akeley Institute of Grand Haven, 
11 Mich., was born in Essex County, Mass., 
^^J February 9, 1857, and is a son of Thomas 
Wilkinson, a native of England. The fatiier died 
in the Bay State in November, 1879. The mother 
of our subject bore the maiden name of Mary 
Stancl^ffe, and was also born in England. 

After attending the common schools of Massa- 
chusetts, Mr. Wilkinson whose name heads this 
record entered a preparatory school in Nashotah, 
Wis., and afterwards became a student in Harvard 
University, from which he was graduated, after 
completing the classical course, in 1884. He 



entered the ministry of the Episcopal Church, 
and in the autumn of 1884 he became rector of 
St. Thomas* Church, of Hamilton, N. Y., where he 
remained for sixteen months. He then went to 
Utica, N. Y., and became assistant minister of 
Grace Church, under Rev. C. T. Olmstead, remain- 
ing with him until April, 1888, when he came to 
Grand Haven, Mich. 

Va'c his removal to the West, Mr. Wilkinson 

» 

was married, in January, 1885, to Miss AbbieEgar, 
of Rome, N. Y., a highly educated lady, whose 
culture and refinement would give her a leading 
place in any circle of society. Their union has 
been blessed with three children, a son and two 
daughters: Laurence, Mary and Elizabeth. 

Having been appointed rector of St. John's 
Episcopal Church of Grand Haven, Mich., Mr. 
Wilkinson entered upon the duties of that position 
in the summer of 1888, and in the autumn of the 
same year took charge of Akeley Institute, which 
was duly opened to the public on the 12lh of 
September, with our subject as chaplain and his 
wife as principal. These positions they still hold. 
The land upon which the institute stands was 
donated by H. C. Akeley, now of Minneapolis, 
Minn., in memory of his daughter, who died in 
1887. He was formerly a resident of Grand 
Haven, and was much interested in the growth of 
the city. The erection of the new building was 
due largely to the generosity of Bishop Gillespie, 
of Grand Rapids, who is Bishop of western 
Michigan, and the edifice was erected at a cost of 
*22,()00. It is a handsome brick building, 40x130 
feet, three stories in height, built in modern style, 
supplied with all the latest improvements and 
beautifully located on Akeley Hill, where it com- 
mands a fine view of the surrounding country. 

This institution was founded for the education 
of young ladies, and the first year had an attend- 
ance of eleven boarding pupils and twenty day 
pupils. Since then the attendance has increased 
to thirty boarding students and fifteen day pupils. 
The classical languages are taught, also German 
and French, art, music and the sciences. Young 
ladies are there prepared for entering the univer- 
sities. The professor devotes his entire time to 
the institute, and it has made a steady and healthy 
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growth under his supervision, and bids fair to be- 
come one of Michigan's great seats of learning 
for young ladies. Mr. Wilkinson is a genial, 
affable gentleman, whose excellent education and 
natural ability make him well qualified for the 
position he so ably fills. In 1888 he was granted 
the degree of Ph. D. He has direct charge of the 
history and mental science classes and the classics. 
His most estimable wife has the personal care of 
the young ladies and is principal of the institute. 
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(*l )* ILLIAM H. H. CROCKER, a practical agri- 
\rJ// culturist, honored citizen and old settler 
^^' of Cedar Creek Township, Muskegon 
Count}', Mich., has held with high ability impor- 
tant local offices, and is widely known and re- 
spected by a large circle of old-time friends. Our 
subject was born in Genessee County, N. Y., 
September 11, 1813, and was the son of James 
and Rebecca (Morgan) Crocker, natives of New 
Hampshire. A paternal ancestor, James Crocker, 
and his two brothers emigrated to America in an 
early day, locating in New England. The father, 
although a patriotic citizen, did not enlitit in the 
War of 1812, but, drafted after the burning of 
Buffalo, furnished a substitute. Immediately suc- 
ceeding the marriage of the parents they located 
in New Hampshire, and there remained six years, 
then returning to New York, where the father 
died. The mother passed away in Illinois, at the 
home of her daughter. James and Rebecca Crocker 
were blessed by the birth of six children. Caroline 
M,, the mother of two children, is the wife of 
Abram Haight; William II. H. is our subject; 
Mary A. married Henry D. Hinman, of New York 
State; Lucius F., Maria L. and James M. are all 
deceased. 

Mr. Crocker attained to mature years in the 
Empire Stat€, and in boyhood received a good 
education in the common schools of the home 
district. He fitted himself for the battle of life by 



learning the art of printing, and while a joud^ 
man self-reliantly Uiught school. He, however, 
later became a miller by trade, and for thirty-eigbt 
years pursued the avocation, during that entire 
length of time prosperously conducting an ex- 
tensive milling business. In 1845, our subject 
emigrated from New York State to Michigan, and 
located at first in Ionia County, where«asat tbe 
East, he successfully engaged in milling. Mr. 
Crocker continued to reside in that part of tbe 
Wolverine State until 1871; then, removing, he 
homesteaded his present property, consisting of 
one hundred and sixty acres, pleasantly situated 
in Twin Lake, Cedar Creek Township, and now 
one of the finest farms in this section of Maskegon 
County, fifty acres of the then wild land havioj^ 
been brought under a high state of profitable 
cultivation and well improved with exellent and 
commodious buildings. 

In 1845, William H. H. Crocker and Mi« 
Eunice W. Williston were united in marriage in 
the Empire State. Mrs. Crocker was the daugh- 
ter of Fordyce and Malintha (Cheney) Williston, 
natives of Massachusetts, their ancestors being 
among the early settlers of tlie old Bay State. 
Mr. and Mrs. Williston were the parents of ten 
children. Hiram H. was the eldest-born; Eini- 
line L. married Dennie Chapman; Eunice W. mar- 
ried our subject; Sardonia W. married Albion Ful- 
ler; Sarah A. married Myron Balcom; Mary A. be- 
came the wife of J. A. Whipple; Winfield S. and 
George J. are next in order; Martha P. is the wife 
of M. P. Malcomson; and Emilte J. married Henrj 
Minich. The father and mother of these sons and 
daughters died in New York State, Mr. Williston 
passing away May 23, 1845, aged forty-seven. His 
wife had preceded him to the better land May 26. 
1846, dying at the age of forty-five years. Unto 
the union of our subject and his estimable wife 
were born five children: William H., deceased; 
Ellis, wife of W. F. Odion; Arthur H., deceased; 
Dennie W., deceased; and Theron B. at home 
Mrs. Crocker is a devout member of the Methodist 
P^piscopal Church, and has ever been active in re- 
ligious work. Our subject cast his first Presiden- 
tial vote for Martin Van Buren, and also voted for 
W. H. Flarrison, "old Tippecanoe." 
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Theron B. Crocker, the youngest child of the 
family, was born in Ionia County, Mich., April 7, 
1865. He was educated principally in Muskegon 
County, and attended for one year the High 
School in Lowell, Mich. Still remaining upon his 
father's homestead, he be^an life for himself at 
the age of twenty-one, working the old farm upon 
whose broad acres he was reared. In 1891 he was 
united in marriage with Miss Ida M. Hovey, of 
Michigan. This accomplished lady resided near 
Romeo, and was the daughter of Perry and Elen- 
dor (Nash) Hovey, natives of the Wolverine State. 
Mr. Hovey makes his home in Oceana County, 
where he has a peach farm. Mrs. Hovey died in 
1888, having been the mother of these children: 
Edwin A.; Eliza, wife of A. Hannum; Frank; Ida M. 
and William. The sixth and youngest died in early 
childhood. The happy home of Mr. and Mrs. The- 
ron Crocker has been brightened by the birth of one 
child, Bessie E., born September 14, 1892. Mr. 
Crocker is a member of the Grange and, a popular 
man, was in 1889 elected Township Clerk and, re- 
elected the succeeding year without a single op- 
posing vote, has in that responsible position for 
four terms given most efficient public service to 
the home community, by whom he is regarded with 
thorough confidence. 
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EORGE L. LeFEVRE, M. D., the efficient 
U and popular City Physician and surgeon of 
^^^5) Muskegon, Ottawa County, Mich., is a gen- 
tleman of superior professional attainments and 
high culture, and fully enjoys the esteem and con- 
fidence of a wide circle of acquaintance in his 
present locality''. Our subject, a native New Eng- 
lander, was born in Grand Isle County, Vt, Octo- 
ber 22, 1865. His father, Matthias Le Fevre, was 
a native of Montreal, Canada, but went to the 
Green Mountain State, where he was reared and 
educated, having long passed his youth before he 
emigrated to the State of Michigan, now his home, 
bis residence being in the city of Muskegon. The 



ancestors of the Le Fevre family dwelt in France, 
but long ago a forefather, coming to America, 
gave to his descendants a home in "the Land 
of the Free," and insured to our country a citizen- 
ship which has distinguished itself for broad in- 
telligence and liberal spirit. The mother, Eleanor 
La Brack, was also of Fronch extraction, and had 
within her veins the blood of a brave and heroic 
people, possessing both talent and patience. She 
was a native of New York, but for some length of 
time made her home in Vermont, after her mar- 
riage residing in Grand Isle County. 

Dr. Le Fevre received an excellent preparatory 
education in the schools of his native county, and 
passing his youthful days in his birthplace had 
attained to his sixteenth year before he left Ver- 
mont. In 1881 he emigrated to the farther West 
and located in Muskegon, where, not long after, 
he began to read medicine with Dr. Marvin. Am- 
bitious and enterprising, our subject lost no op- 
portunity for improvement, and later studied in 
Chicago, taking a complete course of lectures in 
Hahnemann College, from which well-known insti- 
tution of medicine he graduated with honor in 
1891. Without loss of time Dr. Le Fevre, now a 
full-fledged M. D., entered upon the homeopathic 
practice of medicine in Muskegon and the sur- 
rounding country. Although but comparatively 
a very brief time has elapsed since our subject be- 
gan his professional work, he has achie\red a suc- 
cess almost phenomenal, and, enjoying a wide- 
spread popularity in both city and country, goes 
forth day after day upon a wide round of profes- 
sional calls, extending far out into the country. 

Alike in storm and sunshine faithful to duty. 
Dr. Le Fevre has rapidly won his upward way to 
an assured success in his chosen vocation, his 
courteous manners and professional skill gaining 
him the hearty good-will and confidence of all 
with whom he comes in social or business contact. 
In 1893 appointed City Physician, he is now filling 
the position to the utmost satisfaction of his fel- 
low-townsmen, and at the same time neglects no 
detail of his large private practice. Our subject 
is in religious affiliation a member of St. John's 
Baptist Church and is foremost in good work, his 
profession giving him an insight into many scenes 
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of suffering and privation, the depths of whose 
misery only a family physician may ever know. 
Politically, Dr. Le Fevre is deeply interested in 
the vital questions of the day, and in common 
with all good American citizens is ever ready to 
do his full share in the promotion of matters of 
public welfare. He is a favorite with the general 
public, and in the city of Muskegon numbers his 
friends by the score. 
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YRIL P. BROWN, M. D., a popular and 
highly successful medical practitioner and 
skillful surgeon of Spring Lake, Ottawa 
County, Mich., is a native of the State. Our sub- 
ject, born in Lenawee County, is the son of Dr. 
David Brown, one of the pioneer settlers of the 
last-named count}', but a native of Massachusetts. 
Dr. David Brown emigrated with his parents from 
New England to the Wolverine State when only a 
child and attained to manhood upon the farm of 
the paternal grandfather, one of the earliest and 
most energetic of the general agriculturists of 
Lenawee County. The father completed his med- 
ical studies in Pittsfield, Mass., and, thoroughly 
adapted to his profession by natural gifts and ed- 
ucation, became eminent as a physician and sur- 
geon. Aside from his professional duties, as a pub- 
lic-spirited and liberal citizen he devoted himself 
with enthusiasm to the betterment of mankind. 
From his earliest youth a stanch Abolitionist, he 
did not live to witness the freedom of the slave, 
but passed away in 1858, mourned as a public loss. 
The mother, in youth Miss Harriet Peck, of Lena- 
wee County, was a faithful helpmate to the pio- 
neer physician, and tenderly cared for the three 
sons and one daughter who blessed the Michigan 
home. Our subject, the eldest of the familj^, like 
his father enjoyed the advantages of an excellent 
education, and after a thorough course in the 
Hillsdale (Mich.) College, graduated with honor 
in the Class of '68. 

Deciding to enter the same profession in which 



his father had made such an enviable record, our 
subject matriculated at Rush Medical College, 
Chicago, and received his degree in 1870. At the 
age of seventeen Dr. Brown, answering to the call 
of his country, enlisted in Company F, Fourth 
Michigan Infantr3%and was detailed forservicein 
the Army of the Potomac. He participated a> 
his initial engagement in the battle of Fredericks- 
burg, and was in various conflicts, remaining in 
the army until 1864, during which year he was 
discharged for disability. In 1869, Dr. Brown was 
united in marriage in the county of his birth wiUi 
Miss Clara J.Ames, the young couple makingtheir 
home in Lenawee County until their removal, in 
the fall of 1871, to Spring Lake, where they have 
since continued to reside. During the past twen- 
ty-two years Dr. Brown has been constantly before 
the public, not only as a professional man but in 
various official positions, to the work of which he 
has given the executive business ability for which 
he is distinguished. For the first four years of his 
residence in his present locality our subject was 
Consulting Physician at the Magnetic 31ineral 
Springs. A man of enterprise, he in 1888 agisted 
in the organization of the Clinker Boat Manufac- 
turing Company, of Spring Lake, and as its Presi- 
dent aided in the establishment of a fine jobbing 
trade in boats. Dr. Brown is interested in gold- 
mining in the Okanagon mining district, Wash- 
ington, and was one of the first upon the ground 
after the discoveries of treasure. 

Our subject has held every office in Grand 
Army Post No. 279, of Spring Lake, and was one 
of the charter members of the post. For two 
terms he served as Commander of the post, and at 
the time Gen. Rutherford was Department Com- 
mander he served as Medical Director of the 
State Department. At the State Encampment 
of the Grand Army of the Republic, held at 
Bay City in the year 1890, the delegates to the 
National Encampment, to be held in Milwau- 
kee, were instructed to cast their vote for Dr. 
Brown as Surgeon -General. Gen. Alger at a 
later date announced himself as candidate for 
Commander-in-Chief, and Dr. Brown withdrew in 
his favor. Gen. Alger having been elected, the 
Doctor served on his staff with the rank of Colonel. 
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While Gen. Duffield was Department Commander 
Dr. Brown was for one term a member of his staff. 
For six years he was President of the United States 
Pension Board at Muskegon and likewise enjoyed 
the honor of being a delegate to the National 
Convention which nominated Benjamin Harrison, 
in the fall of 1888, to the Presidency of the 
United States. 

Politically, the Doctor has been all his life a 
stanch Republican, his father early being an old- 
line Whig and afterward an Abolitionist of the 
roost pronounced type. The father was also a de- 
vout member of the Baptist Church and an earnest 
Christian worker. Our subject is fraternally asso- 
ciated with the Ancient Free <fe Accepted Masons 
and has long been connected with that ancient 
order. He is also a member of the Ta Delta, of 
Hillsdale, and among the pleasant memories of his 
school-days was the companionship of Will Carle- 
ton, who was a roommate of his for two years. 
Financially prospered, Dr. Brown has enjoyed the 
pleasure of extended trips to the West, and in 
1892, accompanied by his wife, visited the Pacific 
Slope and S[>ent many months. One son has 
blessed the home of our subject and his accom- 
plished wife, Dana Brown, now connected with 
the boat business, and an energetic and enterpris- 
ing young man, with a bright future before him. 
It is safe to say that from a social and business 
standpoint no man in ail the county of Ottawa 
more fully possesses the confidence and esteem of 
the general public than our subject, who literally 
numbers his friends tried and true by the score. 
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TTO VAN DYK. Of the younger element 
of our prominent, energetic and influen- 
tial citizens, none is better known than 
Otto Van Dyk, who is one of the successful and 
substantial agriculturists of Holland Township. 
Like the majority of prominent citizens of the 
county, he is a native of Holland, born in West 



Vriesland in 1831, and during the time he has 
made his home here he has shown himself to be en- 
dowed with superior ability and much energy and 
perseverance. As a farmer Mr. Van Dyk has at- 
tained an enviable reputation, for in conducting his 
farming operations he has brought his good sense 
and his practical views to bear, and has accumulated 
a fair share of this world's goods. Satisfied that 
he has contributed his share toward the advance- 
ment of the county, Mr. Van Dyk has retired from 
the active duties of life, and can now enjoy the 
fruits of his industry. 

The grandfather of our subject, John Van Dyk, 
was a man of education and a teacher in the 
schools of his native country. He reared a family 
of twelve children, but the father of our subject, 
Gerret Van Dyk, was the only one who came to 
the United States. The latter received a good 
education in early life and was a carpenter and 
mason by trade. When twentj^-four years old he 
married Miss Elizabeth Pasma, daughter of Jacob 
and Trentrayn Pasma, and shortly afterward joined 
the Christian Reformed Church, in which he was 
ever afterward an active member. In 1845 he 
emigrated with his wife and famil}' to the United 
States and first located in Ashland County, Md. 
For two years he worked in the iron mines there, 
and then removed to Milwaukee, Wis., which was 
then but a village, with no railroad or telegraph 
communication. 

Mr. Van Dyk made the trip from Albany to 
Buffalo by canal and the remainder of the way by 
steamboat. Ten months later he came with his 
family to the settlement of Holland, Ottawa 
County, Mich., where A. C. Van Baaltc had started 
a new town, and there he followed his trade until 
1850, when he came to the farm now owned by 
our subject and bought two hundred acres of Gov- 
ernment land at $1 per acre. He was the first 
white man to chop a tree in North Holland. On 
this farm, which he cleared and improved, he 
lived to see all of his children and one grand- 
child married, and by his honorable conduct 
through life became possessed of many warm 
friends. He was public spirited and progi-essive 
and was one of those who established the church at 
North Holland. His children, seven in number. 
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were named as follows: John, Jacob, Otto, Albert, 
Broer, Trj^ntje (who married John Ten Have) and 
Catherina, wife of Aaron Brawer, 

The scholastic training of our subject was re- 
ceived principally in the Old Country, and he re- 
mained with his father, assisting on the farm, until 
1855, when he married Miss Hendrieka Weener, 
daughter of Kerst and Martha Weener. She was 
born in the Netherlands and came with her parents 
to the United States when eleven years of age. 
To Mr. and Mrs. Van Dyk were born nine chil- 
dren, as follows: Gerrit, Kerst, Alliert, Walter, 
Otto, Jr., Martha, Elizabeth, Anna and Kate, wlio 
all married and have children. In his political 
views Mr. Van Dyk is a Republican. He received 
forty acres from his father, and also forty acres 
from his wife's father. He has given his land to 
his children and for the past year has lived a re- 
tired life. Wlien he first came to this county the 
woods were full of game and he killed forty deer 
and one bear in his neighborhood. 
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DAM SHANKS, a prosperous general agri- 
culturist and successful stock-raiser of 
Muskegon Township, Muskegon County, 
Mich., was born in Canada near the lake 
shore in 1839, and was the sixth child of the fam- 
ily of seven sons and daughters born to Adam 
and Catherine (Christler) Shanks. The parents 
were natives of Pennsylvania and were reared, 
educated and married in the Quaker State, and 
soon after their marriage removed to Canada, 
where the father, a farmer by occupation, died 
when our subject was only four years old. The 
mother, surviving thirty-one j'ears, continued her 
residence in Canada and there reared all of her 
children to maturity. Lydia, the eldest-born, is 
now deceased; Betsey is the wife of John Van 
Lawe, of Canada; Stephen yet makes his home in 
Canada; Christopher also resides in Canada; Sarah 
is the wife of John Butcher, of Canada; Adam, 
named in honor of his father, is our subject; and 



Barbara is the wife of George Winger. Adam 
Shanks, carefully reared by his devoted mother, 
grew up on the Canadian farm, receiving his edu- 
cation in the neighboring schools of the home dis- 
trict. 

Attaining to manly and self-reliant youth, our 
subject began life for himself, working for wages 
away from home long before reaching his major- 
ity. Crossing over to the American side and lo- 
cating in Livingston County, Mich., in I860, Mr. 
Shanks labored by the month on a farm for three 
years. Becoming in heart and soul a citizen of 
the United States, in March, 1865, answering to 
the call of the Government, he enlisted in Com- 
pany E, Fifteenth Michigan Infantry, and joined 
the Army of the Tennessee. It was not long be- 
fore the close of the war, and Mr. Shanks never 
had the opportunity of participating in a single 
battle, as he had only just arrived in the State of 
North Carolina, on his way to the front, when 
Gen. I^e surrendered. He was mustered out of 
service at Little Rock, Ark., and received his 
final discharge from the arm}' in Detroit, Mich. 
While in Little Rock, Mr. Shanks was seriously ill 
and has never entirely recovered from a violent 
attack which finally resulted in a permanent trou- 
ble of the eves, from the effects of which he is now 
almost blind. When the war ended, our subject 
settled in Wexford County, where he homcsteaded 
eighty acres, entering with energy into the culti- 
vation of the wild land. 

The health of Mr. Shanks, however not im- 
proving, he was obliged to make a change of resi- 
dence, and in 1874 he sold out and removed to his 
present property, consisting of sixty-three acres, 
twenty-five of which arc under a fine state of cul- 
tivation. The productive farm is further im- 
proved with an attractive residence, commodious 
and substantial barns and other building^. Since 
coming to Michigan Mr. Shanks has made his way 
upward and accumulated a comfortable compe- 
tence, being numbered among the substantial 
farmers of his vicinity. He has been twice mar- 
ried, first wedding in 1858 Miss Rhoda Grant, a 
native of New Brunswick. The parents of Mi*s. 
Shanks were both born in the United States. Our 
subject and his worthy wife were blessed by the 
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birth of two children: Christopher J., residing in 
Livingston Count}-, Mich.; and Charlotte, wife of 
John Shaw. Mrs. Shanks died in 1863, mourned 
by her family and many friends. In 1878 Adam 
Shanks and Mrs. Mary A. (Ward) Bennett, a na- 
tive of England, were united in marriage, and in 
their home community enjoy the respect and con- 
fidence of a wide acquaintance. 

Fraternally, our subject is connected with Twin 
Lake Post No. 342, G. A. R. Politically, he is a 
Republican and always votes that ticket. During 
his residence of over a score of years in his pres- 
ent locality, Mr. Shanks has identified himself with 
local enterprise and improvement and is in every 
sense of the word a true American citizen. 
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ANIEL M. CHAMPION. Now in the twi- 
light of life's brief day, surrounded by the 
luxuries his eflforts have secured, and minis- 
tered to by loving hands, the subject of this notice 
resides in Tallmadge Township, Ottawa County, 
upon the farm which lias been his home for almost 
a half-century. With advancing years, he has re- 
tired to some extent from active farming duties, 
although he still personally superintends the man- 
agement of his place. He possessed in j'outh the 
courage and enthusiasm so in dispensable to a fron- 
tier life. These qualities gave him unbounded 
faith in success and carried him safeh'^ over trou- 
bles and dangers from which he would otherwise 
have shrunk in terror. 

Born in Herkimer County, N. Y., October 23, 
1816, our subject is the son of David and P^annie 
(Whipples) Champion, natives of Connecticut. He 
was the only child of this marriage and was but 
two years of age when he was bereaved by his 
mother's death. For some time afterward he re- 
mained with his father, who married for his second 
wife Miss Sallie Duncan, and who is 3'et living 
(1893) at the ripe old age of ninety-five. Daniel 
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received a very limited edncation in the schools 
of Herkimer County, where his father conducted 
agricultural operations, and also engaged in the 
clothing business, Daniel assisting him in both un- 
til he was twenty-two 3'ears old. 

At that time the elder Mr. Champion sold out 
and invested his money in lands at Newville, 
Herkimer County, whither Daniel accompanied 
him and remained for two yeai-s. During that time 
lie was Captain of the militia and also Captain of 
Gray's Guards. Leaving Newville, he went to Or- 
leans Count}', N. Y., where he commenced to work 
on a farm for his uncle, remaining thus engaged 
for three years. Coining to Michigan in the spring 
of 1845, he sojourned in Grand Rapids for one 
year, after which he located upon land that had 
been appropriated for salt works, but as they did 
not prove profitable the land was devoted to 
Normal School purposes. Afterward the pro|x;rty 
was offered for sale and purchased by our subject 
for $4 per acre. Here he has since resided, being 
at present the owner of more than one hundred 
and sixty acres of improved land. 

August 12, 1838, Mr. Champion was married to 
Miss Lydia, the daughter of Ezra and Diana (Pot- 
ter) Champion, of New York State. To this mar- 
riage were born four children. Fannie W. became 
the wife of Benjamin Girdler,and they reside on 
the old homestead with Mr. Champion. Ezra D. 
died while in the service of his country in the 
hospital at David's Island, N. Y. Daniel married 
Miss Helen Macumber and lives in Ottawa County, 
Mich. Mary died in infancy. The wife and mother, 
who for many years toiled lovingly and uu wear- 
ied ly for the welfare of her dear ones, was called 
from her earthly home to *'a home not made with 
hands'* on the 15th of June, 1889, leaving in the 
family circle a void that never can be filled. 

While not as active in public affairs as in former 
years, Mr. Champion cherishes a deep interest in 
the progress of the community, and as he believes 
that protection is best adapted to the welfare of the 
United States, he aflSliates with the Republicans, 
having been a member of that political organiza- 
tion ever since its inception. He has filled a num- 
ber of local positions, including the offices of Town- 
ship Commissioner and Justice of the Peace. 
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ERRIT VANDEN BELDT, an able general 
agriculturist, and for many years Assessor 
of the school district of Holland Township, 
Ottawa County, Mich., owns a fine farm desirably 
located on section 33, and is numbered among the 
substantial citizens of this locality. He was born 
in the province of Gelderland, in the Nether- 
lands, October 31, 1833, and was the son of Klaas 
and Jennie (Bove) Vanden Beldt, natives of the 
Netherlands, their forefathers having dwelt with- 
in the boundaries of the kingdom from time im- 
memorial. The grandfather, James Vanden Beldt, 
rented land and was by occupation a farmer. He 
reared three children, Klaas, the father of our sub- 
ject, and two daughters, neither of whom ever left 
their native land. Klaas Vanden Beldt remained 
with his parents until he attained manhood and 
received a good common-school education. He 
ambitiously became master of three trades, being 
a carpenter, mason and "decker,* ' or straw-roofer. 
He was likewise a wood-worker, and could turn by 
hand, and in these various lines of labor accumu- 
lated a small capital, which he invested in twenty- 
acre farms, and finally gathered together sufficient 
money to enable him to emigrate with his wife 
and seven sons to America, to him the land of 
promise. 

It was in the month of November, 1846, that, 
embarking upon a sailing-vessel, the famil}' bade 
adieu to their native land, and sjowly making 
their way across the broad Atlantic, were on the 
water forty-seven days. The boat, an American 
vessel, the "Platobustor,** arrived safely at the 
port of New Orleans, from which city the family 
proceeded up the Mississippi River to St. Louis, 
where they remained until April, 1847. They 
then removed to Ottawa County, Mich., where, 
with only $5 left after helping a neighbor, the 
fatlier bought forty acres at $2.50 per acre on sec- 
tion 33, Holland Township, and here entered with 
zeal into the tilling of the soil. While erecting 
their lug house, tlie family were for two weeks 
quartered with an Indian in the old Indian vil- 
lac^e. The new house when finished was about 
12x20 feet, one room, and covered with elm bark. 
The first year they went twelve miles north and 
planted some potatoes and beans, and later the fa- 



ther and two neighbors journeyed by boat on the 
Kalamazoo River and bought provisions for the 
Dutch settlement In the fall Klaas Vanden Beldt 
began cutting the trees upon his forty acres, and 
made shingles enough to pay for his land. In tlie 
succ*eeding year, during the fall of 1848, the fa- 
ther died. A sincere Christian man, a member of 
the Reformed Church, he was also a kind friend 
and neighbor, a loving husband and father, and 
his death was mourned' by all as a public loss. 

The seven sons were in the order of their birth 
as follows: James, Derk, Gerrit, Frederikus, Gra- 
dus, Reinder and Henry. The sixth son died on 
the ocean voyage. The fifth son died of small- 
\>ox the second j'ear after he came to Michigan. 
The second and fourth sons died after having fam- 
ilies of their own. The motlier, surviving the 
death of the father until 1862, again married, the 
second husband being Walter Niessan. Until th 
second marriage, Gerrit dutifully remained to aL 
his mother in the heavy burden of caring for t 
3'ounger children, but as soon as the step-fath. 
came, our subject, then fourteen years of age, w 
to Allegan and worked on a farm one year. 
later worked upon a farm in Cooper three yei 
and then located in Kalamazoo. For five y^^aws 
he received employment in a warehouse, and for 
a twelvemonth bought wheat upon the street, ^e 
next engaged upon his own account in the manu> * 
fact u re of brick, and, continuing in the busiue&^^ 
for eight 3'ears, was at the last quite successfis. ^ 
In the mean time Mr. Vanden Beldt had marrie 
Miss Susanna Marcelia, the daughter of Herbet — 
and Margaret (De Purt) Marcelia. 

The union of our subject and bis estimable wif^ 
was blessed by the birth of twelve children, eleve 
of whom are yet surviving, one d3ing young. 
They are in order of their birth: Nicholas, Mar-^^ 
garet, Rika, Jennie, Lizzie, Herbert, Isaac, Fred^ ^ 
Mar\', Gertie and Gradus. Jamie is deceased. Whiles* 
in the brick business in Kalamazoo, Mr. Vanden- ^ 
lk»ldt purchased forty acres where he now lives^^- 
and removing to the land began to manufacture 
brick here upon his farm, and continued so to d* 
for twelve years, but since has given his time an 
attention strictly to farming duties. Financial 
prospered, our subject owns sixty-five acres 
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Lowell Township, KentCount3\ Later he engaged 
in the sawmill business with Armstrong, Gould 
& Co., at Muir, Ionia County, and had charge 
of a gang of forty sawmill hands until September, 
1868, when he returned to Lowell. In the spring 
of 1869 he went back to Ionia County, and for a 
few months took charge of the same force. In 
1870, he returned to his farm, and during the 
same year he married Miss Catherine Bartlett, a 
native of Canada. 

The young couple commenced housekeeping 
on the farm in Lowell Township, Kent County, 
where Mr. Leslie continued to till the soil until 
1877. While residing there he held the offices of 
Justice of the Peace, Highway Commissioner, 
Drainage Commissioner, School Director and Over- 
seer of Highways, and occupied all these offices 
during the same year. He served as Justice of 
the Peace for four years, and as Highway Com- 
missioner for three years. Disposing of his farm 
in 1877, he removed to Dinwiddie County, Va., 
and purchased a farm south of Petersburg, Va. 
After remaining there ten months, he sent his 
family to Grand Rapids, Mich., and he went to 
Kansas, where he entered tlie employ of the Rev- 
olving Scraping Company, of Columbus, Ohio, as 
their agent for the States of Kansas, Missouri, Ne- 
braska, Iowa, Colorado and New Mexico, as well as 
the Indian Territory. With a horse and wagon 
he traveled extensively throughout the country 
for two years. 

In 1880, Mr. Leslie returned to Grand Rapids, 
Mich., and thence proceeded to Indianapolis, Ind., 
where he engaged with a book firm to canvass for 
them. He traveled in the western part of Michi- 
gan in their interests, but finding the work un- 
congenial, he soon bade good-bye to the business. 
Next we find him in Chicago, and two weeks 
later in Muskegon, where he secured employment 
with the firm of Blodgett <fe Byrne. Soon after- 
ward he brought his family here. Two months 
were spent in Muskegon, after which he came to 
North Muskegon, in the spring of 1881. P'or four 
years he was engaged at his trade of carpenter. 
On the 26th of April, 1885, he was appointed 
Postmaster, and in connection with his postoffice 
also engaged in the tobacco business and later ad- 



ded a stock of drugs, and then a stock of hardware. 
He filled the position of Postmaster for five years 
and three months. 

In a number of other positions, Mr. Leslie has 
served with credit to himself and to the univenal 
satisfaction of the people. He served as Township 
Clerk, School Inspector for one jear, member of 
the School Board for six years, its Chairman for 
three years, member of the Common Council for 
four years, and Vice-President of the Board for 
two years. When the villag'e was incorporated, is 
1891, he was elected Alderman of the First Ward, 
and served in that capacity for two years. He 
was then chosen City Treasurer and was the ifl- 
cumbent of the office for one year. In 1893 be 
was elected to the highest office within the gift of 
the people — that of Mayor, which he now holds. 
In addition to the oflSces above named he was D^ 
puty Sheriff for four yeai*s. 

Sociall}', Mr. Leslie is a member of the Masooie 
fraternity and is identified with Lodge Na 140, 
and Royal Ai-ch Masons No. 47. He is also as- 
sociated with the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows No. 69, in which he has served as Past Noble 
Grand and Grand Master. He is a member of 
tlie Knights of the Maccabees No. 29, and tbe 
Grand Army of the Republic No. 280, in whicb be 
is Past Commander. He is also Past CommaDder 
of the Knights of Labor, No. 2207, at Nortli Mus- 
kegon. He and his estimable wife are the parents 
of three children: Edward C, a resident of Chi- 
cago; Bertha, wife of Charles Bon, of Grand 
Haven; and George. They also have two gnnd- 
8ons, Lewis and George, of whom they are justlj 
proud. 
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S-^ HARLES E. BRIGGS, the energetic and 
. successful District Manager for the Matml 
^ ' Life Insurance Company of New York, and 

also the popular and efficient Mayor of Whitehall, 
Muskegon County, Mich., numbers his friends br 
the score and has long been identified with tbe 
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and spent one year in the employ of the WeM 
Michigan Railroad Company as operator at Hart- 
ford. He next went to Sioux City, Iowa, as 
a civil engineer in the service of the Chicago <fe 
Northwestern Railroad, and after the fii'st six 
months had charge of a division of the road then 
under construction. For five continuous years 
our subject was in charge of various divisions of 
that system of railroad, and then bettered himself 
by accepting a position in Chicago as Assistant 
Division Engineer of the Nickel Plate Railroad. 
At the close of a twelvemonth he became the 
principal As^stant Engineer on the Hannibal <t St. 
Joseph, Kansas City & St. Joseph, Council Bluffs 
<fe St. Joseph and Des Moines Railroads. 

At the end of three years, our subject, lo- 
cated in Cincinnati, Ohio, received the position of 
Principal Assistant Civil P2ngineer of the Ohio «fe 
Misaissippi Railroad, but later, on account of his 
wife's failing health, resigned that position and in 
1888 settled in Micliigan, his headquarters being 
Whitehall, where he accepted the management of 
western Michigan for the New York Mutual Life 
Insurance Company, and in all his business enter- 
prises has made a success, building up a large and 
rapidly increasing patronage for the well-known 
and reliable company which he so abl3' represents. 

A life-long Democrat, Mr. Briggs since his resi- 
dence in Whitehall has taken an active part in 
local politics, and was tlie first Democrat ever 
elected to the honored position of President of the 
Village Council. Fraternally, our subject is a 
valued member of the Ancient Free it Accepted 
Masons, connected with the Blue Lodge and 
chapter. Upon December 30, 1883, Charles E. 
Briggs and Miss Octavia L. Andrews, of Hartford, 
Mich., were united in marriage. Mrs. Briggs is a 
daughter of Samuel Andrews, a prominent lumber- 
man of Hartford. An uncle, Dr. Josiah Andrews, 
of Paw Paw, was widely known as one of the most 
eminent surgeons of the State of Michigan. A 
brother of Mrs. Briggs, Capt. John H. Andrews, 
a brave soldier of the late Civil War, was 
killed at the battle of Dallas, Ga., on the march 
with Sherman from Atlanta to the sea. Another 
brother, Charles Andrews, became a prosperous 
farmer. Nancy T. Andrews, the only sister of 



Mi-s. Briggs, is the wife of W. A. Phelps, of Grand 
Rapids, a Wealthy lumberman and also the largest 
tan bark dealer in Micbig^an. The pleasant home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Briggs has been blessed by the 
birth of three children. Samuel G., a bright little 
lad, is now eight ycara of age; Ethel L. died when 
one year old; Ralph E. is four 3'eai-s of age. The 
beautiful family residence, one of the finest in 
Whitehall, is the abode of hospitality, and the 
scene of many social gatherings, our subject and 
his estimable wife being held in high esteem by a 
wide circle of friends and acquaintances. 
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f|OHN MASTP:RS0N. Although a resident 
of Ottawa County for less than a decade of 
3'ears, Mr. Masterson has a wide circle of 
acquaintances and business assoeiate&whoee 
regard he has won by his genial courtesy, apright 
life and the uniform reliability of his transactiom 
He engages in agricultural pursuits upon hispleas- 
antly situated and highly cultivated farm in Tall- 
madge Township, consisting of one hundred acns 
of arable land. As a farmer he is energetic, indus- 
trious and eflicient, and uses good judgment iu the 
cultivation of his land. 

A native of Illinois, our subject was bom in 
Lake County August 7, 1841. His father, Thoma? 
Masterson, was born in Ireland in 1810, and io 
1828 came to America, settling in Illinois and fol- 
lowing farming operations in Shields Township* 
Lake County, until his demise. On first coming 
to America, however, he did not engage in a^ 
cultural pursuits, but conducted an extensive bos- 
iness in the digging of ditches, etc. It was he who 
contracted to clean the brush from the Chicago 
River, an arduous undertaking, as may well be 
surmised. His wife, whose maiden name was 
Bridget Malloy, was, like himself, of Irish birth 
and parentage. 

The eldest child in his father's family, the sub- 
ject of this biographical sketch was the recipient 
of such educational opportunities as were afforded 
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by the public schools of Lake County, III. He 
worked at home on the farm until he reached the 
age of seventeen, when he went to Lake Forest and 
there secured emplojment, remaining until 1884. 
At that time he came to Michigan and purchased 
the tract of land in Tallmadge Township, Ottawa 
County, which has ever since been his home. He 
is a man of prominence in this community and an 
active worker in the Democratic party. In relig- 
ious matters, he is a Roman Calholic. 

The lady who in June, 1866, became the wife 
of our subject was formerly Miss Mary Delaney, 
and at the time of her marriage was living in Ot- 
tawa County. To this union have been born six 
children, namely: Thomas and Annie (twins), Mary, 
John, Daniel and Lawrence, all of whom reside 
with their parents with the exception of the eldest 
son, who is a conductor on the Detroit <fe Milwau- 
kee Railroad. The family, socially, is one of the 
best-known and most influential in the county, and 
both Mr. and Mrs. Masterson have the regard of 
their many friends. 





B. CONLEY, a thoroughly practical and 
enterprising druggist, located at White- 
hall, Muskegon County, Mich., is an ex- 
pert pharmaceutist and a man of excellent busi- 
ness abilit3\ A native of this State, Mr. Conley 
was born in Ionia, Ionia County, November 27, 
1855, and was the eldest of the family of six chil- 
dren, three sons and three daughters, who blessed 
the home of his parents, Robert and Susan (Dil- 
lon) Conley. The father and mother, both na- 
tives of Ireland, were only children when with 
their families they crossed the broad Atlantic to 
America. They settled upon Canadian soil, and, 
marrying in the earl}' part of 1854, made their 
permanent home in Ionia County, Mich., where 
the father, a carpenter by trade, found immediate 
eniplo^'ment. Combining with the occupation of 
a builder the tilling of the soil, Robert Conley en- 
gaged also in general agriculture, and, yet surviv- 



ing, lives a quiet and retired life in Whitehall, re- 
spected by all who know him. His second son, 
John R, married Miss Mary Baker, of Montague, 
and has one child. He and his wife and family are 
now residing in Kansas City, where he is prosper- 
ously engaged in the drug business. George mar- 
ried a lady of Painesville, Ohio, and is a resident 
of that city. Marie Antoinette is the wife of E. 
H. Harwood, a retired business man of Whitehall; 
Abby is living with her parents in Whitehall; and 
Maggie died when only eight years of age. 

Until eighteen years old our subject passed the 
most of his time upon his father's farm. He at- 
tended the school of his home neighborhood and re- 
ceived a common-school education, which he has 
since supplemented by observation and reading. 
Eor the fourteen succeeding years Mr. Conley 
worked in the lumber camps mainly, seven years 
of the time being foreman on the river. When 
about thirty-one or thirty-two years old, he en- 
gaged in business at Whitehall as a builder and 
contractor, also extending his trade to Muskegon, 
where he erected numerous houses. In the fall of 
1888, having amassed a snug capital, our subject 
went into his present business and carries one of 
the most complete lines of drugs and sundries han- 
dled by any similar store in this locality. Since 
1888 our subject has given his entire time to the 
details of the drug business, and his fine large store 
has earned the reputation of being one of the best- 
managed in Muskegon County. 

A first-class business man in every respect, Mr. 
Conley also possesses musical talent of a high order 
and is leader of the Whitehall band, which he as- 
sisted in organizing. July 3, 1881, W. B. Conley 
and Miss Grace Phelps, of Whitehall, were united 
in marriage, receiving the best wishes and hearty 
congratulations of a host of friends. Mre. Conley 
is the step-daughter of Col. T. S. Watson, and is 
widely known and highly esteemed by a large cir- 
cle of acquaintances. Two bright little daughters, 
Bessie, ten years old in April, 1893, and Lulu 
aged eight, July 13, 1893, are the pride of their 
beautiful home. Politically, Mr. Conley is a Dem- 
ocrat, but has never aspired to office. Fraternally, 
he is associated with the Independent Order of 
Odd Fellows, has passed the chairs of the order, 
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and has been a representative to the Grand Lodge. 
Beginning life without capital or influence, our 
subject has won his upward way to a position of 
useful influence and is numbered among the sub- 
stantial citizens of Muskegon County. 
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SDWAKD WATSON. The philosophy of 
success in life is an interesting study, and 



^1 afiFords a lesson from which many can profit. 
In choosing a pursuit in life, taste, mental gifts, 
opportunity and disposition to labor should be 
considered, as any young man who has a disposi- 
tion to become a respectable and useful citizen 
desires to succeed in his work. On the 3d of July, 
1857, a boy was born in Medina County, Ohio, 
who grew up to sturdy manhood, ambitious to 
excel and possessing much energy and determina- 
tion, attributes which are essential to success in 
any calling. This boy was Edward Watson, his 
parents being Kdward O. and Kebecca (Register) 
Watson. (See sketch of 'J'homas W. Watson). 

Edward Watson received a good practical edu- 
cation in the common schools of Ohio, and for 
some time attended a select school under one of 
the graduates of Oberlin College. When sixteen 
years of age he branched out as a farm hand, hav- 
ing learned the details of farm life of his worthy 
father, and continued this for seven months, re- 
ceiving as compensation !!< 14 per month. During 
that time he lost but one day from the field. In 
the year 1873 he decided to settle m Michigan, 
and for six months after doing so he worked by 
the month, saving his wages and economizing in 
order to become the owner of land in the future. 
He first purchased twenty acres of land, covered 
with a heavy growth of timber, and this, after 
slightly improving, he sold to his father. 

Four years after this young Watson worked in 
a lumber-mill, and in 1878 purchased fort}' acres 
adjoining his present property. Since that time 
he has added to the original tract seventy-two 



acres, making one hundred and twelve acres, aod 
he has one hundred acres under cultivation. Hehss 
a fine residence, commodious and substantial out- 
buildings, barns, etc., and his place shows the care 
and energ}' of its thrifty owner. In coonectioo 
with carrying on his extensive farming interests. 
Mr. Watson is also engaged in stock-raising, breed- 
ing a high grade of Durham cattle and Norman and 
Suffolk horses, the latter a new breed of horses 
brought over from England. Everything abool 
his fine place shows that he is one of the pros- 
perous and progressive farmers of the countj, 
and as a citizen and neighbor no man is more 
highly esteemed. 

On the 23d of October, 1878, he was married 
to Miss Lilla M. Comstock, a native of Grand Ha- 
ven, and daughter of William and Emily (Hil- 
dreth) Comstock, natives respectively of Maaa- 
chusetts and Vermont. She was the youngest of 
four children, as follows: Carrie, now Mrs. Henrr 
Jones, of Grand Rapids; Alice, of this county; and 
Wallace, also of this county. Mr. and Mrs. Corn- 
stock reside at Allendale, this county, where tbej 
have a pleasant home. Three children have been 
the fruits of our subject's union: Ralph, Fred 
and Arthur. At present Mr. Watson is an actire 
member of the township Grang-e. He has dctct 
filled any political position, although he has beld 
a number of minor ofiSces in his township, for all 
his time is devoted to the management of bis ex- 
tensive farm and stock industry. In politics, he 
afid Hates with the Democratic party. 





\\l^ ENRY VINCENT, an extensive and thor- 
|i oughly practical horticulturist and mana- 
facturer of wine, residing upon a highly 
productive farm near Grand Haven, Ottawa 
County, is a native of the Netherlands, and was 
born in Wyk-bei-Duuretede on the 1 7th of Janu- 
ary, 1850. The father, John Vincent, was bom in 
Germany, but spent most of his life in the Nether- 
lands and never came to America. He was a fine 
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member of the Reformed Church and a sincere 
Cliristian man. Our subject was about twelve years 
of age at the time of the demise of his father, and 
dutifully worked for his mother in the hotel until 
he reached manhood. 

Having arrived at his majority, Mr. Miedema 
hired out eight yeai*s to farmers, his mother mean- 
time having married Dirk Terpstra. While work- 
ing out by the month our subject was united in 
marriage with Miss Catherine Riemasma, daughter 
of Oerrit and Anna Riemasma. The one child 
of the union born in the Old Country is Jane, 
married to Rinke De Vries. After emigrating to 
America in 1852, six children were born, four of 
whom died young. The two surviving are: Anna, 
wife of Jacob Dagger; and Magie, wife of John 
Ter Beck. Our subject received some money from 
his grandfather's estate and with his bequest paid 
for the passage of himself and family across the 
sea to the land of promise, America. When Mr. 
Miedema, with his wife and child, reached Kala- 
mazoo his capital consisted of $6 in money, sup- 
plemented by a large stock of hope and self-reli- 
ance. Very soon receiving employment, he worked 
by the day for one year, and then came to Hol- 
land, Ottawa County, where he has since contin- 
ued to reside. Through hard work and prudent 
effort our subject was in a comparatively brief 
time enabled to purchase thirty acres of ground 
where he now lives, and to whose extent he has 
thriftily added until he possesses seventy valuable 
acres, once heavily timbered but brought by Mr. 
Miedema up to a highly profitable state of culti- 
vation and improved with excellent buildings. 

In 1861 our subject enlisted in Company D, 
Second Michigan Cavalry, and was in the Army of 
the Cumberland. Engaging in many decisive bat- 
tles of the long campaign, Mr. Miedema fought 
with courage at Shiloh, Perry ville, Boon ville, Cor- 
inth, Franklin, Murfreesboro and Brandwood. 
During the latter battle our subject was severely 
wounded in the head, on the left side, by a minie- 
ball. Falling from his liorse his foot caught in 
the stirrup and he was dragged some twenty rods. 
After remaining at the camp hospital about two 
months, he went to the hospital in Nashville 
a few days and was later taken to the convales- 



cent camp, where he received his discharge in July, 
1863. Mr. Miedema is an honored member of A. 
C. Van Raalte Post No. 262, G. A. R. He is in 
religious affiliation a member of the Secedcr 
Church of Holland. Intei-ested in all matters of mo- 
tual welfare and ever ready to assist in the publk 
work of his home locality, our subject is highly re- 
spected and possesses the regard of many friendi 
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JT? AMES H. WHEELER. To the memory of 
I our loved dead we erect costly statues and 
|i lofty monuments; we chisel beautiful epl- 
'/ taphs upon their marble tombs; we sing 
in verse of their virtues, or in stately prose nir- 
rate Iheir valorous deeds. But far more enduring 
than chiseled monument or gen tly'-flowing rhj'me, 
is the memory of a lofty, noble life, spent in do- 
ing good to othei-s. Such was the life of Jam« 
11. Wheeler, who, dying, left to h^s children the 
heritage of an untarnished name and a spotless 
life. Now "after life's fitful fever, he sleeps well." 
Though he reached the age of more than three- 
score and ten years, yet in his demise those who 
survive him are reminded that 

"The battle of our life is brief; 

The alarm, the struggle, the relief, — 
Then sleep we side by side.'* 

Born in New York State, July 27, 1820, our sub- 
ject was the son of Moses and Lucy Wheeler, both 
of whom died when James was small. He bad Uie 
advantages of the schools of his section of Nev 
York, and worked for a time on a farm belonging 
to Mr. Little, the gentleman with whom he Hved 
after the death of his parents. At the age of 
twenty-two, he i-emoved from New York to Mich- 
igan and taught three terms of school in the city 
of Jackson. Then, returning to New York, be 
sojourned in that State for a year, after which be 
came to Ottawa County, Mich. Purchasing prop- 
erty here, he at once commenced the work of detr- 
ing the land and cultivating the soil. As the years 
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and they became the parents of one daughter, 
May, who married George Patterson and resides 
in Conklin, Mich. In December, 1888, Mi*s. Ella 
Laubach departed this life, and in August, 1890, 
our subject was united in marriage with Mrs. Mary^ 
(Akerman) Hunter. One daughter, Eva Ella, has 
blessed this union. Mrs. I^ubach is identified 
with the Presbyterian Church and is a lady whose 
position in social circles is one of prominence. 
Politically, Mr. Laubach has always been a Repuln 
lican. For several years he served as Justice of 
the Peace, for two terms has officiated as Township 
Treasurer and is the present Supervisor of Ravenna 
Township. 
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JOHN C. ROBART. Ohio has given to Mich- 
igan many estimable citizens, but she has 
contributed none more universally respected 
and esteemed than tlie pioneer whose name 
heads this sketch. It is alwaj-s a pleasure to deal 
with the history of one who is a member of one 
of those grand old families who have for genera- 
tions been distinguished for patriotism, the genu- 
ine spirit of Christianity and the strong character- 
istics that have made them men of mark. John 
C. Robart is a product of Ohio, l)orn in Portage 
County December 29, 1836, and the tenth of 
twelve children born to the union of James and 
Annie (Croy) Robart, of English and Danish ex- 
traction, respectively. 

James Robart was born in New Jersey, where his 
ancestors settled in 1 649. They were among the old- 
est English families in that Stale, and all the mem- 
bers ot' this family sided with the Colonists, and 
fought bravely for independence. James Robart 
moved to Ohio witli his mother and stepfather when 
a boy, and settled in the Western Reserve, which 
has contributed so much of population and intel- 
litrencc to other States. There he finished his 
growth, married and resided until after the birth 
of our subject, when he and his family moved to 
Tuscarawas County, but only resided tliere for a 



few years. From there they moved to what is 
now Fulton County, Ohio, and in 1844 came to 
Michigan, which was then a wilderness. At that 
time the city of Coldwater boasted of three 
stores and a hotel. Mr. Robart purchased a small 
amount of land from the Government, and while 
clearing up this farm was accidentally killed by 
a falling tree, in 1848. In 1858 his widow mar- 
ried Allen Hebner, and died in 1 860. 

The children born to the above-mentioned cou- 
ple were as follows: Phoebe (deceased), who was the 
wife of C. Harrison; Amelia (deceased), who was 
the wife of Peter Gee; Hiram (deceased); Minerva 
(deceased), who was the wife of Nathan Jones; An- 
nie, wife of Leander Whitten; Sybil, wife of An- 
drew S. Hopkins; James; Rachel, wife of Levi Wal- 
dron; Mahala, wife of Martin Crego; John C; Cath- 
erine, wife of Derrick Sutfin; and Frank, whodiedk. 
in the army. The original of this sketch, John CZ!. 
Robart, was educated in the common schools ^id! 
Michigan, and remained with his mother and s^^ 
ters until 1859, when he decided to locate in lo^^a. 
For eight years he was a resident of that St£^.te, 
engaged in farming and freighting across ^e 
plains, and during that time he had many excitrijj^ 
adventures with the Indians, principall}*' Sioux Bud 
Che^-ennes. It was nothing very uncommon for 
him to find men scalped and with stakes dnVen 
through their bodies. 

In 1861 Mr. Robart left the trail and engage 
in tilling the soil in Monroe County, Iowa, coa 
tinning the same until 1864, when he moved 
Lucas County. There he remained until 186 
when he went on the railroad which is now th 
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy as foreman for J. 
E. Longford & Co., following this until May, 1868. 
when he went to Kansas City, Mo. While in th^^^ 
latter place he engaged in grading and contract—^ 
ing, which he continued until 1870, and then wenr ^ 
to Vernon County, Mo., where he farmed for on^ ^ 
year. In 1872 he went to Crawford County, Kan. ^ 
and was engaged in coal-mining at that place 
three j^ears. From there he came to Otta 
County, Mich., resumed his old occupation ^cr?/ 
farming, and in 1876 settled on his present pro^>o 
erty. That section was a perfect wilderness — no 
roads, no schools, no improvements of any kind— 
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ling hundreds of thousands of dolhirs belonging 
to Chicago parties. He is one of the most success- 
ful and best-informed lumbermen of the county, 
but while his interests are large and his business 
associations extensive, he has ever been honorable 
and upright in his transactions, and is justl}' 
proud of the fact that he has never wronged a 
man. 
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JLLIAM WHIPPLE, Ju. Too much praise 
cannot be bestowed upon the brave de- 
fenders of the Old Flag, who endured the 
hardships incident to long and fatiguing marches, 
dreary days in camp and perilous hours near the 
foe. Mr. Whipple is one of the men to whose 
bravery, undaunted courage and energy we owe 
the preservation of our nation, the "land of the 
free.*' He is as progressive in civil life as he was 
brave during his military career, and both as sol- 
dier and farmer has discharged the duties devolv- 
ing upon him with a cheerful and unwavering 
fidelity. 

A native of New York, our subject was born in 
Ontario County September 19, 1839. His father, 
Stephen H. Whipple, was born in Erie, Pa., and at 
the age of eleven years removed from there to 
New York, locating in Ontario County, where he 
resided until he was forty. He then came to 
Michigan and settled in Ottawa County, near Hud- 
sonville, where he still resides. He married Miss 
Mary Ann Smith, whose parents removed from 
New Jersey to Michigan, dying in this State. Our 
subject, the eldest of six children, received his 
education in the district schools of the Empire 
State, and worked on a farm until he was twenty- 

Accompanying his parents to Michigan at the 
age of sixteen, our subject assisted in clearing and 
improving his father's farm. Ujion attaining his 
majority he commenced to work as a laborer in 
the employ of others. In August, 1862, he en- 
listed as a member of Com pan}' D, Twenty-first 
Michigan Infantry, and was mustered into the 



service on the 3d of September following. With 
his regiment he participated in a number of des- 
perate encounters with the rebels, including tbc 
battles of Perry ville, Ky., and Stone River, Tenn. 
At the battle last named he was severely wounded, 
and was con fined in a hospital for fourteen months, 
at the expiration of which time he was trans- 
ferred to the Veteran Reserve Corps. On the 16tli 
of August, 1864, he was promoted to Second Lieu- 
tenant, and was serving in that capacity at the 
time of his discharge, June 30, 1866. 

Upon returning home, Lieutj. Whipple resumed 
farming operations upon the farm where he has 
since resided, and where he engages in raising the 
various cereals to which this country is especially 
adapted. Prior to entering the army he was mar- 
ried, February 2, 1862, to Miss Maria P., daughter 
of Albert C. and Sarah (Pasco) White, natives of 
Connecticut. Mr. and Mrs. Whipple are the par- 
ents of one son, Fred G., who has been a student 
in the Western Michigan College and the Colum- 
bian College at Grand Rapids. Socially, our sub- 
ject is a member of Grand Rapids Lodge No. 34, 
F. (fe A. M., and Iludsonville Lodge, I. O. O. P., 
in which he has held all the chairs. Politically, 
he has always been a Republican, and places an 
abiding faith in that party. He has served in a 
number of local offices, including the positions of 
Township Clerk and Drain Commissioner. 
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JACKSON J. BAKER, who owns and oper- 
ates a good farm of sixty acres on section 
I 29, Dalton Township, and is recognized as 
_ one of the leading agriculturists of Muske- 
gon County, is a native of the Pine Tree State. 
He was born in Hanc*ock County, July 10, 1845, 
and is a son of William and Hannah (Van Horn) 
Baker. Little is known concerning the early his- 
tory of the family, save tfiat it was founded in 
New England at an early day. William Baker 
was born in Maine, and reared to manhood upon 
his father's farm, his parents spending their entire 
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vived to adult age. Emih' became tlie wife of J. 
D. Pierson, of Sparta, Kent County, Mich.; FaI- 
ward was killed while logging in Bass River, 
Mich.; Eliza is the wife of Henry Pierson, of 
this township; Milo makes his home in Allen- 
dale Township; Ilattie is the wife of our subject; 
and Harrison lives in the township. 

When Mr. and Mi*s. Parish were first married 
they gave tlieir undivided efforts to the improve- 
ment of their homestead, whose fertile soil, soon 
yielding them an abundant harvest, amply re- 
munerated the patient toilers for all the care and 
labor expended in seed-time and harvest. The 
handsome two-story residence, the excellent barns, 
and the general air of thrift and prosperity plainly 
reveal the success of the ownei*s of the valuable 
farm. Mr. Parish also owns ten acres in Allen- 
dale Centre, where the family now reside, and 
where he is engaged in the sawmill business, also 
profitably running a feedmill. In 1889 our sul>- 
ject entered into milling, first conducting a feed- 
mill and then sawing short stuff. In April, 181)2, 
in company with Frank A. Parker, of Allendale 
Township, Mr. Parish built his present sawmill, 
which has a capacity of twelve thousand feet daily. 
The product of the mill is mosth- disposed of in 
Grand Rapids, although the firm enjoys the custom 
of a large county trade. Since attaining his ma- 
jority, our subject has placed in lands and milling 
machinery from $5,0()0 to *6,()0(), which he has 
accumulated by business ability and enterprise, 
being ably aided and encouraged by his intelligent 
life companion, who has proven herself a helpmate 
indeed. 

During the passing years eight children have, 
with their intelligence brightened the home of 
our subject and his estimable wife. Essie R. is the 
eldest-born; then follow in order of birth Artie 
L., Nellie M., Ada B. (deceased), Emily .1., Charles 
R., Avis E. and Newton AV. Mrs. Parish occu- 
pies a high social position, and is a valued mem- 
ber of the Ladies' Aid Society of Allendale Town- 
shij). Our subject is a stockholder, a Director and 
the first President of the Allendale Creamery 
Company, established in the spring of 181)3, and 
takes an active interest in the promotion of all 
V ital interests of the township and county. Politi- 



cally a Democrat, and well posted in local and na- 
tional issues, Mr. Parish is too absorbed in his 
business to devote much time to politics, and hjis 
never sought public office, but is nevertheless ever 
ready to do his full share in all matters of public 
welfare, and is numbered among the leading citi- 
zens and substantial men of Ottawa County. 




ylLLIAM ANDERSON. Among those of'! 
foreign birth who have sought homes in 
.^ ^ the United States and attained honorable 
positions in social and business circles ma^' be 
mentioned the name of Mr. Anderson, a promi- 
nent farmer of Muskegon County, residing on 
section 23, Laketon Township. He inherits to a 
large degree the qualities of energy, probity and 
industry that have characterized the Swedes from 
time immemorial, and that make them such a de- 
sirable class of settlers. Without the assistance 
of intluential friends and without money, he lias 
worked his wa}' onward and upward, gaining ex- 
tensive possessions, and that which is better — 
the good- will of his associates. 

The parents of our subject were Samuel and 
Sophia (Amolia) Anderson, natives of Sweden, 
where they passed their entii*e liveb engaged ui 
agricultural pui-suits. They 'were the pai'ents of 
six children, and the third of these was Willianii 
who was born in Sweden August 17, 1835. He 
was reared in the land of his birth, receiving a 
limited education in the common schools, and 
early in life learning the trade of a gardener, at 
which he was employed for a number ef years. 
In IBGo, accompanied by his family, he emi- 
grated to the United States, and, proceeding direct 
to Michigan, located in the cit}' of Muskegon. At 
first he worked by the dhy at any employment 
he could secure, and for five years was with the 
firm of Hyerson, Hill ife Co., millers. 

Purchasing a farm in I^keton Township, Mr. 
Anderson entered upon the active career of a 
farmer, and has since continued to reside upon 
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the place he first located upon. He is the owner 
of fifty acres, upon which he has placed all the 
improvements of a first-class farm. His life proves 
what industr}"^ and perseverance may accomplish, 
for when he emigrated to this country he had 
only $200 with which to start in business, but 
through tireless energy he has gained success*. 
For nine years he conducted a boarding-house at 
his present residence, a substantial and conveni- 
ently arranged dwelling of twenty-two rooms. 

The lady who m October, 1860, became the 

wife of Mr. Anderson bore the maiden name of 

Sophia Walberry and was born in Sweden. They 

were the parents of eight children, but only three 

are now living: Josephine, wife of John Henry, 

of Washington; Henry, a resident of Moline, 111.; 

and Jennie, the wife of Thomas Donehean, of 

Saginaw, Mich. A little granddaughter, Maude, 

makes her home with Mr. and Mrs. Anderson, and 

is tenderly cared for by them. In his political 

affiliations our subject is a stanch adherent of 

Republican principles, and supports the candidates 

of that party with his influence and ballot. 





OHN R. TWISS, one of the most exten- 
sive fruit-growers of Casenovia Township, 
and a well-known citizen of Muskegon 
y Count}', was born in the township of Nor- 
wich, Huron County, Oiiio, on the 7th of Septem- 
ber, 1849, being the son of William H. and Electa 
(Bennett) Twiss. His paternal grandfather, Abiel 
Twiss, emigrated to America from Germany in 
company with two brothers, and settled in Con- 
necticut. Later he located in Monroe County, 
N. Y., and thence, in 1828, he removed to Huron 
County, Ohio, where he entered and improved 
two hundred acres. About 1860 he removed to 
Stark County, III., where his death occurred at the 
age of eighty-two. His wife survived him for a 
number of years, passing away at the age of ninety- 
three. 

The father of our subject was one of five chil- 
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dren, the others being: George, Jonathan and 
Abiel, who all died in Illinois; and Harriet, who 
resides in Monroeville, Ohio. Grandfather Twisa 
was a Republican in politics, and was a soldier 
in the War of 1812. His wife, whose maiden 
name was Marj' Witter, was of English descent, 
and was born in New York in June, 1825. Will- 
iam U. Twiss was a child of three years when taken 
by his parents to Ohio. In 1851 he removed to Mus- 
kegon County, Mich., making the journey with an 
ox-team and a w.agon. Reaching this county, he en- 
tered eighty acres on section 25, Casenovia Town- 
ship, and gave his attention to its improvement. 
He also owned forty acres in Kent County. 

During the Civil War William H. Twiss enlisted 
as a member of the Union army, but was rejected 
upon examination on account of disability. Po- 
litically, he was a Republican for yeai-s, but sub- 
sequently adopted Democratic principles. In his 
religious convictions he was a member of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. He was an honor- 
able, upright man, who made his religion a part 
of his practical everyday life, and at his death, 
February 15, 1890, he was widely mourned as an 
energetic citizen, kind-hearted neighbor and hel[)- 
ful friend. Of his marriage five children were 
born: John R., Mary B. (Mrs. Liechty), George 
W., Smith and Worth W. The mother of these 
children was born in Ohio, whither her father, 
Isaac Iknnett, had removed from New York, the 
State of his nativity. He and his wife, whose 
maiden name was Hannah Cassady, reared a fam- 
ily of five sons and five daughters. 

After having gained a common-school educa- 
tion, our subject at the age of twent}' located on 
section 12, Casenovia Township, where he has since 
resided. His original purchase consisted of forty 
acres, and he is now the owner of two hun- 
dred and forty acres, which he has cleared. He 
has erected a number of neat farm buildings, 
and has planted fifty-seven acres in an orchard 
containing various kinds of fruit trees, including 
seven thousand peach trees. Farming has been 
his life vocation, although for seventeen years he 
also engaged in lumbering. He takes an active 
interest in local political afifairs, and is a stanch 
adherent of Democratic principles. 
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June 11, 1871, Mr. Twiss married Miss Martha 
Probaseo, who was born in Newaygo County, 
Mich. Her parents, George and Sarah (Surrarrer) 
Probaseo, emigrated from New York to Calhoun 
County, Mich., and later came to Kent County, 
and entered land upon the present site of Cas- 
enovia. There Mr. Probaseo died in 1856, leaving 
his widow with two children, Martha and Jacob. 
Subsequently she married her brother-in-law, John 
Probaseo, and they became the parents of one 
daughter. Her third husband was L. B. Murray, 
to whom she bore two sons. She was the daugh- 
ter of Ransom Surrarrer, a native of New York, 
whose father had emigrated to America from 
France. George Probaseo was the son of Peter, 
who emigrated from New York to Ohio, and re- 
moved thence to Calhoun County, Mich., where 
he*died. Our subject and his wife are the par- 
ents of three children: Royal C, Mabel B. and 
Octavia G. 
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L. STRENG, a leading business man and 
prominent merchant of Montague, was 
born in the Province of Utrecht, Holland, 
July 11, 1834. He is the son of John Abraham 
and Maria (Schoeman) Streng, both natives of 
Holland and descendants of a long line of sturdy 
ancestry. John Abraham Streng was a hussar in 
the Belgian War, and a painter by trade, and fol- 
lowed that vocation in his native country until 
1847, when he emigrated with his family to Am- 
erica. They settled on a farm in Saugatuck, Alle- 
gan County, Mich., where the father died a year 
later. 

John A. and Maria Streng were the parents of 
five children, three sons and two daughters. Louis 
H., the eldest-bom, is a painter residing in Grand 
Rapids. Gertrude married Charles A. Pfaflf, a 
prominent politician, who was Marshal for years, 
and served as Supervisor of the city. He has 
also efficiently served as Sherifif of Ottawa Coun- 
ty. Mr. Pfafif died in 1888, leaving a widow 



and six children to mourn his loss. Our subject 
was the third in order of birth. John A en- 
listed in the Civil War and served four years, 
participating in many hard-fought battles. He 
was under the command of McClellan and was in 
the Army of the Tennessee. He has since beeo 
chiefly connected with sawmills. Geziena married 
Frank Fragy, a sailor, who now has employment 
in the lighthouse at Grand Haven. 

Our subject, who was fourteen 3^ears of ag« at 
the time of his father's death, assisted in the work 
of the farm until 1856, when the family removed 
to Holland, Mich., where his mother died, bavinf 
survived her husband eight years. At Holland C 
L. received employment in the store of UennrD. 
Post, and later clerked for his brother-in-lav, 
Charles Pfaif. When the latter became Sheriff 
Mr. Streng, formerly a clerk, bought him out and 
from 1860 to 1867 conducted the business with 
success. In 1864, shipping a boat-load of goods 
from Chicago, the boat was lost and its cai>(0 went 
to the bottom, seriously crippling our sabject. 
who had with self-reliant efforts worked his waj 
upward. In 1867 the burning of the store coo- 
plcted his financial ruin and he was obliged to be 
gin over again. 

Mr. Streng now went to Grand Haven aod en- 
gaged as head clerk for the firm of Squires <fe Os- 
good. The failure of this firm at the expiratioa 
of six months obliged him to seek other empiojr- 
ment, and in a brief time he had secured the posi- 
tion of book-keeper for Ferry, Dowlmg <t Co., at 
Montague. From 1868 until 1883 he contiDued 
in the same round of duty, and when the £. K 
Ferry Lumber Company was i noorporated be wis 
elected Secretary and remained with tbem om 
year, after which he resigned, in the spring of 1884. 
He then took the census of Montasrue. after whidi 
he went alone to Grand Rapids, where he was em- 
ployed in the private office of I. M. Weston, and 
was for a time book-keeper in the Fourth National 
Bank of Grand Rapids. It was not long, howerer, 
before Mr. Streng once more resumed his |)06itioii 
as book-keeper with the E. P. Ferry Lumber Com- 
pany. In the spring of 1885 he engaged in tb^ 
dry-goods business in Montague, and from smiU 
beginnings has with enterprise built upaluf^ 
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and rapidly increasing trade. lie also has a store 
at Holland, Mich., which is managed by his son, 
Henry P. Streng. 

Upon June 13, 1861, C. L. Streng and Miss 
Helena M. Sakkers were united in marriage. Mrs. 
Streng was of Holland descent, and the daughter 
of Peter and Johanna (Voorlage) Sakkers, the 
former a cabinet-maker, then of Grand Rapids. 
The estimable wife of our subject died in 1876, in 
Minneapolis, Minn., leaving to the care of her 
husband tliree children. John C, the eldest, is a 
graduate of the State University and was chief 
draughtsman in the Industrial Works of Bay City, 
where he remained from 1884 to 1893, and is now 
employed as draughtsman at South Milwaukee. 
He married Miss Chula Armstrong, of Bay City. 
Minnie Streng, who was for six yeai*s a clerk in 
her father's store, married Benjamin R. Hoffman, 
now m the Auditor's olllce of the Chicago <fe West 
Michigan Railroad at Grand Rapids. They are 
the parents of one child, Ernest Streng Hoffman. 
Henry Peter Streng is a graduate of the Grand 
Rapids Commercial College and is a partner in 
the store which he manages at Holland. For two 
ycai-s he held with efficiency a position in the 
Grand Rapids National Bank, and for four years 
was book-keeper of the Widdicomb <fe Musseiman 
wholesale grocery establishment. 

Our subject married again in 1877, his second 
choice being Miss Mary Ilarting, daughter of a 
former leading artist of Grand Rapids. Three 
children have been born unto this union, Charles 
L., Henrietta and Frederick S., all of whom are 
enjoying the best educational advantages of their 
home vicinity. Politically, our subject has been a 
lifelong Democrat, and has held numerous offices 
of trust. For seventeen years Township Clerk, he 
has discharged the duties devolving upon him to 
the great satisfaction of his fellow-citizens. Uni- 
ting with the church in 1866, our subject, for 
twenty years a faithful Elder of the Presbyterian 
Church and an active religious worker, has also 
done much to advance the cause of temperance. 
Literally a self- made man, he may with satisfac- 
tion review a life of energetic industry, animated 
by a courage and determination which have en- 
abled him to overcome obstacles and win financial 



success and an abundant competence. An upright 
man and liberal-spirited citizen, he is universally 
respected and enjoys the high regard of many 
friends. 
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^'^STT LFRED ROBINSON, an honored pioneer 
settler of Ottawa County, Mich., and a 
man of sterling integrity of character, 
universally esteemed, passed to his rest 
mourned by a host of old-time friends, in whose 
hearts his memory will long be green. Our sub- 
ject, a native of Otsego County, N. Y., was bom 
in the 3'ear 1826, was educated in the common 
schools of the near vicinity of his birthplace, and 
attained manhood amid the familiar scenes of his 
childhood. In 1842, self-reliantly seeking his for- 
tune in the West, Mr. Robinson, in company with 
a large party of more than two-score people, jour- 
neyed from the Empire State to Michigan and 
located in the woods in Robinson Township. 
Clearing the land, he developed a fine farm of 
two hundred acres, and at one time owned im- 
mense tracts of land. Together with his asso- 
ciates he had landed at Grand Haven, and nearly 
all of the party settled permanently within the 
boundaries of Ottawa County. 

Our subject was united in marriage in Kent 
County, Mich., to Miss Julia Ann, daughter of 
John King, a long-time citizen of Kent County. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robinson passed their entire wedded 
lives in Ottawa County and there reared a family 
of six children. Louisa is the widow of Morti- 
mer Lowing; Charles L. was the second in order 
of birth; Alfred makes his home in Robinson 
Township; Sarah is the wife of Edgar Freeman, of 
Grand Rapids; Emma is the wife of William Fos- 
ter, of Robinson Village; antl Edgar is a resident 
of Grand Rapids. 

Charles L. Robinson, the eldest son and sec- 
ond child of our subject, is a native of Ottawa 
County, and was educated in the excellent public 
schools of his home locality. At eighteen years 
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of age, beginning life for himself, he engaged in 
lumbering, a pui*snit which he followed moi'e or 
less until 1873, when he entered into the business 
of a millwright, and since for several yeare has in 
different parts of the Wolverine State engaged in 
milling. In 1877 Charles L. Robinson and Miss 
Annie Griswold were united in mainiage. Unto 
this union were born three children, two of whom 
are living, Mortimer and Watson B. The estima- 
ble wife did not many yeare survive her marriage, 
and some time after her death this son of our 
subject again wedded, marrying Miss Addie L. 
Carter, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Alonzo Carter, 
who still reside in Ottawa County. Unto this last 
union were born three children, Melbourne, Mar- 
gueriete and Mabel. 

In the month of December, 1892, Charles L. Rob- 
inson located in Agnew and successfully engaged 
in merchandising. He owns a part of the old 
homestead and has been financially prospered. 
He possesses the full confidence of his fellow- 
townsmen, by whom he has been a number of 
times elected to responsible positions of local trust. 
In the spring of 1893 he was elected Supervisor of 
Grand Haven Township, and is now transacting 
with efficiency the various duties of the office. He 
has also during the present year received the ap- 
pointment of Postmaster of Agnew, and has long 
been known as a stanch Democrat, tried and trufe, 
and for about eleven 3'ears served as Town Clerk 
in Robinson. Fraternally a member of the Mac- 
cabees of Grand Haven, our subject has many 
friends among the order, and as a citizen and 
friend enjoys the high regard of a wide acquaint- 
ance. 
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^^EORGE FULLER, a successful farmer of 
||| (— - Tallmadge Township, and one of the ener- 
^^l geticand public-spirited citizens of Ottawa 
County, was born in the State of New York, Au- 
gust 20, 1820. He is the eighth of a family of 
thirteen children born to Daniel and Annie (Ames) 
Fuller, natives of New York, who died respect- 



ively about 1867 and 1863. His primary educa- 
tion was acquired in the common schools of Sack- 
ett's Harbor, N. Y., and at the age of twelve years 
he accompanied his parents to Michigan, settling 
with them in the woods of Wayne County. Tbey 
came to Michigan at a date so early in the history 
of this State that Detroit, now the principal city 
of this powerful commonwealth, contained only 
three buildings. The surrounding country was all 
a wilderness, overgrown with tangled shrubbery 
and lofty forest trees. 

This was in 1832. Sixty years and more have 
come and gone since this little family sought a 
home in Michigan. The parents are deceased and 
the children scattered in various parts of tlie 
country; but the State of which they were pio- 
neers has continued to grow, and is now one of 
the most prominent in the galaxy of common- 
wealths of this great Union. Our subject spent 
ten years in Detroit, after which he removed to 
Macomb County and sojourned there for about 
three 3'ears. He came to Grand Rapids in Febru- 
ary, 1843. At that season of the year the coun- 
try was covered with snow and it was impossible 
to secure employment of any kind. He had five 
shillings in money and also had the promise from 
his brother, who lived near Grand Rapids, that he 
would give him work to do in the spring; mean- 
while he was given the privilege of remaining 
with the brother and settling for his board after- 
ward. 

In the spring of 1843 Mr. Fuller began the 
chopping of timber, and succeeded in clearing one 
hundred acres in eighteen months. He has cleared 
a farm in Kent County, one in Newaygo County, 
and one in Ottawa County, upon which he resides. 
He has devoted his attention to farming and lum- 
bering. In 1862 he enlisted as a member of the 
Twenty-first Michigan Infantry, in which be served 
until he was disabled, when he was discharged. 
During the period of his active service he partici- 
pated in a number of skirmishes, in all of which 
he lx)re his part with the gallantrj' and courage of 
a true patriot. 

Miss Emily, daughter of Jesse Smith, of Kent 
County, Mich., became the wife of our subject in 
1845. Six children were bom of the union. Be- 
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married John Betts and lives in Ottawa 
y; Susanna is the wife of Robert Andrews, 
akes her home in Newa^'go County; Eu- 
is the wife of the Rev. Robert Lmn, of Indi- 
reorge E. married Miss Ida Squires, and re- 
1 Kansas; L. P. married Miss Mabel Apple- 
ind also lives in Kansas; and Louana is the 
I Andrew Vogel, and makes her home with 
bject. 

jolities Mr. Fuller is an advocate of the 
*s party. In 1880 he was nominated by 
Bmocrats for Representative of Newaygo 
i, but declined the nomination and during 
ne 3'ear he cast his ballot with the Green- 
irty. He was the first Treasurer ever elected 
iland Townsliip, Newaygo County, and also 
he position of Supervisor for several terms, 
y, he is a member of Champlin Post No. 29, 
R.,at Grand Rapids, Tallmadge Grange, and 
Lodge No. 248, F. & A. M. While not a 
r of any church, he believes in the immor- 
Df the soul. 
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LONZO B. SUMNER. Prominent among 
the farmers of White River Township, 
' Muskegon Count}*, may be mentioned the 
name of Mr. Sumner, an efficient and pro- 
'e agriculturist, whose home is located on 
I IL He is the son of Putnam W. and Ca- 
Vlerrick) Sumner, tiie former of whom was 
n Vermont m 1801, and the latter in New 
n 1813. The}^ were married in the Empire 
and for a time resided near Malone, where 
iher followed the occupation of a farmer, 
IS also engaged at his trade of a blacksmith, 
ling to Michigan in 1854, Putnam W. Sum- 
Ltled on a farm in Macomb County, where 
ded for twelve years. Thence he came to 
igon County and settled on section 11, White 
Township, purchasing here a tract of timber- 
wholly destitute of improvements and occu- 
a lonely situation, remote from any neigh- 



bors. Here he continued to till the soil until his 
death, which occurred in April, 1892; his wife had 
passed away in 1880. They were consistent mem- 
}>ers of the Methodist Episcopal Church and up- 
right and noble in character, winning by the kind- 
ness and goodness of their lives the high regard 
of all with whom they came in contact. A Re- 
publican in politics, he served as Supervisor of 
White River Township, Justice of the Peace and 
School Director. 

In the Sumner family there were eight children, 
six of whom grew to maturity and three are now 
living. William P. is a resident of Detroit, Mich.; 
Julia is the wife of Thomas B. Hubbard, of White 
River Township, and the mother of three children ; 
and our subject is the next in order of birth. 
George W. died, leaving a wife and five children, 
four of whom are now living; Laura, deceased, 
was the wife of Archie Gi*een and the mother of 
two children; and Julius, the youngest, is also 
dead. During the war the family sympathized 
with the Union cause, and William P. served as a 
member of the Twenty-seventh Michigan Infantry, 
being breveted Major. 

Born in Malone, N. Y., April 21, 1851, the sub- 
ject of this sketch was a child of three years when 
he was brought to Michigan, and he received a 
common-school education here. His time, how- 
ever, was principally devoted to farm work, and 
early in life he gained a thorough knowledge of 
agriculture. At the age of twenty-one he went 
to Detroit, where he engaged as a clerk in his 
brother's store. After a short sojourn in Detroit 
he proceeded to the mining regions of Lake Supe- 
rior in company with his brother George, and there 
engaged as a copper-miner in the employ of Mr. 
Farewell. He was also employed for one and one- 
half years in the Calumet & Heckla mines, and 
was afterward Superintendent of the Alloway 
Mine Railroad until the winter of 1873. 

Returning to Muskegon County, Mr. Sumner 
has since resided on section 11, where he owns 
ninety acres of land, forty-five of which are under 
cultivation. He is largely interested in fruit, hav- 
ing planted apple, pear, peach and cherry trees 
in large numbers. Here he engages in general 
farming and stock-raising with flattering success. 
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He was marriod in 1876 to Miss Ada Selleck, 
whose father, Hubbard Selleck, migrated from 
New York to Michigan, settling first in Flint and re- 
moving thence to Schoolcraft, Kalamazoo County. 
Mi's. Ada Sumner died June 30, 1889, aged thirty- 
eight 3'eai's. Their union had resulted in the birth 
of three children: Nellie L., Fred A. and Ada G. 
The second marriaoje of Mr. Sumner occurred Mav 
28, 1891, and united him with MissKllaM. Youngs, 
a native of Michigan and a daughter of the late 
William Youngs, a soldier in the Civil War. They 
are the parents of one child, Eloise. 

In religious connections, Mr. Sumner is a Trus- 
tee in the Methodist P^piscopal Church, and is Li- 
brarian and Treasurer of the Sunday-school, in 
which he has also been a teacher. In politics he 
is a Kepublican, with Prohibition sympathies. He 
is at present Moderator of School District No. 4, 
and has frequently been a delegate to conven- 
tions. From 1886 until 1889 he was Supervisor 
of White River Township; he also vServed as Town- 
ship Treasurer for two terms, and as Highway 
Commissioner for one term. 




AMES HUNTLEY. Each succeeding year 
witnesses many marked improvements in 
the city of Holland, particularly in the way 
^^^' of fine business blocks, residences, etc., and 
in all these structures are blended strength, dur- 
ability and beauty. Among those wlio have 
acquired a wide reputation as contractors and 
builders, there is probably no one more popular 
and prominent than James Huntley, whose rep- 
utation is not merely local, but extends over a 
wide scope of country. This gentlemen is well 
qualified for executing all work appertaining to 
his business, displays remarkably good judgment, 
and is in every way well qualified to render satis- 
faction to all placing orders or sjiecial commis- 
sions in his hands. He understands thoroughly 
every detail of his business, is prompt, energetic 



and active, and thoroughly deserves the succeis 
that has crowned his efforts. He is President of 
the Ottawa Furniture Company at Holland, and is 
one of the most stirring, wide-awake businessmen 
of the place. • 

Mr. Huntley is a native of England, bom in 
Kent, October 10, 1845, and the son of George 
Huntley, who was also a native of Kent The 
father, who was a contractor and builder in his na- 
tive town, was a man of more than ordinary prom- 
inence. Our subject was educated in England and 
after leaving the schoolroom he began teaming 
the trade of carpenter and joiner, which he fol- 
lowed for eleven 3'ears. In the year 1868 he was 
married in England to Miss Julia Thorpe, t na- 
tive of Kent, and a daughter of James Thorpe, 
who was also a builder and contractor. Id the 
year 1870 Mr. Huntley and family crossed the 
ocean to America and came direct to Michigan, 
locating in Holland, where he opened a carpen- 
ter shop. p]very year he kept rebuilding, and 
is now one of the foremost men in his business 
in the city. Many of the fine residences thit 
have been erected by him are a source of pleasure 
to the ownci*s and of pride to Holland, a town tl- 
ready rich in the possession of tasty and commo- 
dious dwellings. 

Mr. Huntley is President of the electric li^t 
plant in Holland, the same having been organ- 
ized about eighteen months ago, and he was <mt 
of the organizers of the Ottawa Furniture Com- 
pany in 1890. This company employ's about one 
hundred and ten men and the factory is located oo 
River Street. This vast enterprise does an annoil 
business of 1 165,000. It has a capital stock of 
$40,000, and has aided materially the progress and 
development of the city. Mr. Huntley is a stock- 
holder in the First State Bank. Like many of the 
best citizens of the county, he started out to fight 
life's battles for himself with limited means, but 
by industry and good management has become 
one of the substantial men of the city. All tbe 
most prominent buildings, both for private use 
and for business, have been erected by Mr. Hontler 
and are a credit to his skill and ability as a con- 
tractor and builder. In his political views he i5i 
Democrat and has ever advocated the principles 
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of that party. He has been a member of the School 
Board for some time, and has ever been public- 
spirited and enterprising, contributing liberally of 
his means to advance all worthy enterprises. So- 
cially, he is a member of the Elks and has held the 
office of Senior Warden in the Ancient Free <fe 
Accepted Masons. To his marriage were born the 
following children: George, Mary, Nellie, Harry, 
Cecil and Adeline. 



^■■■»^ 



■®#®- 



EZRA H. SMEAD. The Empire State has 
furnished to Michigan, and especially to Ot- 
/■ tawa County, many representative citizens, 

and among them might be mentioned Ezra H. 
Smead, who has resided here for many years. In 
everything connected with the growth and pros- 
perity of the count3% he has ever taken an active 
interest, and as a tiller of the soil he stands in the 
foremost ranks. His life of industry and useful- 
ness, and his record for integrity' and true-hearted 
faithfulness in all the relations of life, have given 
him a hold upon the community which all might 
well desire to share. 

Mr. Smead 's parents, Charles and Patty (Rose) 
Smead, were natives respectively of Canada and 
Vermont, and the Smead family was among the 
first in the Blue Mountain State. The Rose fam- 
ily settled in Vermont at a later date and came 
originally from Ireland. Charles Smead was a 
farmer by occupation, and moved from New York 
(whither his parents had removed at an early date) 
and settled on the farm where our subject now 
resides in 1866. This farm was covered with a 
heavy growth of timber, and it required a great 
amount of work to get it in condition for farming. 
For years he was engaged in tilling on this farm, 
and here died in 1885, at the age of eighty-six 
years. His wife still survives, and is now in her 
ninetieth year, having been born in 1804. Mr. 
Smead was born in 1799. While residing in New 
York, both he and his wife were members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, and he was Class- 






leader in the same. After coming to the Wolver- 
ine State, they attached themselves to the Wesley- 
an M*)thodist Church, and passed the remainder of 
their days identified with that church. They 
were the parents of ten children^ eight of whom 
lived to years of maturity. Mariah is the wife of 
Ransom Stevens; Avis, deceased, was the wife of 
Robert Avery, of Rhode Island; Alfie is the widow 
of Lemuel B. Johnson, and resides in Idaho; 
Charles, who is deceased, left a family in Grand 
Rapids; Hannah is the wife of Darwin Merritt, of 
St. Lawrence County, N. Y.r Harriet, deceased, 
was the wife of Robert Cantrell; E. H. is our sub- 
ject; Elijah R. resides in this township; and Riley 
and one unnamed died in infancy. 

Ezra H. Smead, the subject of this sketch, was 
principally educated in St. Lawrence County, N. 
Y., and came to Michigan with his father. Pre- 
vious to locating in this State, he was engaged in 
farming, and this has continued to be his chosen oc- 
cupation. When the family first settled in Michi- 
gan, Mr. Smead paid $500 in cash for the farm on 
which our subject now lives, and had suflScient left 
to enable him to pass through the first year. The 
country was wild and unsettled, there were no 
public roads, Indians abounded, and the woods 
were full of game. Mr^ Smead has done consider- 
able hard work in his day, but now has his farm in 
a fine state of cultivation. Nearly all the improve- 
ments made on it have been done by himself or un- 
der his immediate supervision. The first five years 
after coming to the State were spent on a rented 
farm, and during this time our subject and his fa- 
ther cleared a portion of the farm and erected a 
frame residence and a good barn. Mr. Smead has 
a good orchard of three acres, and in a small way 
is engaged in bee culture. 

In 1869 Mr. Smead was elected Township Clerk 
and re-elected to the same position for six years. 
He has also served as School Inspector, and was 
elected a number of times as Justice of the Peace, 
but would not serve. On the 1st of January, 1867, 
he was married to Miss Fannie E. Woodburry, a na- 
tive of New York, and the daughter of Nathan 
and Lucy (Maxfield) Woodburry, both of whom 
died when Mi*s. Smead was quite small. Mr. and 
Mrs. Woodburry were the parents of three chil- 
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dren: Fannie E., John Joseph and Susan. To Mr. 
and Mrs, Smead were l)orn two children: Elmer 
E., born November 8, 1867, and one who died in 
infancy. They have an adopted daughter, Alice 
S. (Wilks) Smead. Mr. and Mrs. Smead and the 
children are members of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church. Mr. Smead is Trustee of the building and 
property and Steward of the church. Mrs. Smead 
is Treasurer and Steward of the church, and Pres- 
ident of the Woman's Christian Temperance 
Union at Allendale, as well as Vice-President of 
the Indies* Aid Society, of which she was the 
founder and first President. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Smoad take a deep interest in Sunday-school work, 
the latter having been a teacher since the organi- 
zation of the church. The son, Fllmer E., served 
as Secretary of the Sunday-school, and takes quite 
an active interest in the school. 




'^'OIIN \V. A. TIRNEH. Honored among 
the citizens of Ottawa County ^tand^^ the 
name of Mr. Turner, who owns and occu- 
^^^1^ pies one of Tallmadgc Township':* most at- 
tractive and highly cultivated farms. Since lo- 
cating here he has planted fruit and shade trees, 
divided the fields bv a fine system of fencins;, 
erected subsUintial buildings adapted to their va- 
ried purpos'cs, and introduced modern conven- 
iences of a desirable nature. He no longer, as in 
years pa>t, actively tills the soil, but, notwithstand- 
ing advancing yeai^s, he still su|)erintends the 
management of his estate. 

The father of our subject, Ezra Turner, a native 
of Massjicliusetts, gained the title of Captain from 
his services as commanding oHicer of a company 
during the War of 1^12. lie married Miss Anna, 
daughter of Nathan IkMuan, who during the con- 
llict with the British piloted the famous Ethan 
Allen into Ft. Ticonderoga. Our subject, the 
eleventh in older of ai^eainonu: his father's family, 
was lH)rn in Schuyler Falls, Clinton C\>unty, N. Y., 
August 27, 18 UK During his childhood he at- 



tended the schools of his native town, where be 
gained a practical education, fitting him for the 
stern realities of life. His time, however, was de- 
voted principally to agriculture, and he early in 
life gained a thorough knowledge of farming pur- 
suits while aiding his father on the home farm. 

At the age of seventeen, our subject commenced 
to earn his own support, and for a short time 
worked as a farm laborer, but later learned the 
trade of a wrought-iron maker, at which he found 
employment for a period of eleven j-ears. He 
then purchased a farm in liis native county, but 
after tilling the soil there for a few years he booght 
a tract of land in Lawrence County, N. Y., where 
he made his home for fourteen ve.irs, meanwhile 
bringing the place tea high state of cultivatioo 
and embellishing it with substantial buildings. 
Upon disposing of his interests in New York, he 
came to Michigan and for a few months visited 
with relatives at Grand Rapids. 

l^ter, purchasing the farm where he now lives, 
Mr. Turner commenc*ed the arduous task of im- 
proving and cultivating the place, which is now 
one among the many handsome estates in Ttll- 
madge Township. In 1840 he cast his ballot for 
Gen. William II. Hanison, and had the intense 
gratification of voting for the grandson of Ihit 
illustrious warrior and President many years after- 
ward. Since the organization of the Repubhcan 
party he has upheld its principles and been an 
earnest advocate of every measure originated un- 
der its auspices. He has served as Supervisor ot 
Tallmadge Township for two terms and has tbo 
occupied other responsible positions. 

The marriage of Mr. Turner occurred on the 
11th of July, 1842, and united him with Miss 
Percis, daughter of Gardner and £lizabcth (Bkk- 
etson) Davis, residents of Peru, Clinton Coantr, 
N. Y. To this marriage have been *bom three 
children, two of whom are living. George D. 
married Lillian Marvin, and resides at Grand 
Haven, this vState. John G. chose as his wife 
Miss Sarah Chapel and lives with his venerable 
I parents on the home farm. July 11, 1892, Mr. 
Turner and his good wife celebrated their golden 
wedding, and upon that happy occasion their 
friends assembled at their home, bestowing upon 
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a thoroughly practical education in the schools 
of Ohio and had taught in his early manhood. 
He was guided by upright principles and was a 
courageous and truly patriotic American citizen. 
When the Civil War broke out, David Oakes, 
raising a company of volunteers, was commis- 
sioned Captain and enlisted under Gov. Blair. 
Tiie father served with gallantry under Gen. 
Kosecrans, but shortly after the battle of Mur- 
freesboro died from the exposure and fatigue 
incidental to the campaign. A year later our sub- 
ject lost his mother, so that at the earh' age of 
eleven years he was left without a home and had 
to make his own wav in the world after that. 

The surviving children of the parents' family 
were Dustin C, our subject, and Jessie P\, now Mi*8. 
H. R. Curtis, of Lyons. Mr. Oakes passed the 
days of childhood and attained to manh(K>d in St. 
Joseph County. Ambitious and self-reliant, he 
worked out by the month to acquire the means to 
educate himself in the Agricultural College, from 
which institution he graduated with honor in 1874. 
Immediately following the completion of his stud- 
ies, Mr. Oakes taught school for one year, and 
achieved success as an instructor. 

In 1876 Dustin C. Oakes and Miss Nora, daugh- 
ter of Rufus Kelly, of Lyons, were married. For 
the succeeding five years our subject prosperously 
engaged in the tilling of the soil. He served as 
Deput}' County Clerk for one year, then soon after 
entered into banking, to which latter business he 
has devoted himself mainly since 1883, when he 
settled in Shelby, Oceana County, his permanent 
home for a half-score of years. Tpon January 1, 
1891, Mr. Oakes removed to Coopers vi lie, and 
bought his present business of D. O. Watson <fe Co. 
and continuing in the same has prosperously 
extended the original interest**, and in his present 
relations with the public enjoys the entire confi- 
dence of the community by whom he is surrounded. 
Although comparatively a new-comer in the vil- 
lage, our subject is now recognized as an important 
factor in the promotion and development of local 
enterprise. 

Two children, a daughter and son, have with 
their bright presence cheered the pleasant home. 
Mr. and Mrs. Oakes occupy a prominent social po- 



sition and are foremost in the g^ood works of their 
locality. Fraternally, our subject is connected 
with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, aod 
has i*eceived the highest dcg^ree in that ancient and 
honored order. Widcl3* known and highly esteemed 
for his business and social attainments, Mr. Oakes 
is universally respected and possesses the be^t 
wishes of a host of friends. 





f RTHUR L. STURGIS. The a^iculturai 
interests of Muskegon County have a 
worthy and honorable representative in 
the gentleman above named, who for a 
numl)er of years has been successfully engaged io 
farming and stock-raising on section 30, Eggleston 
Township. As an agriculturist he hasmadeof Iii5 
chosen occupation a science, to the study of which 
he has given his close attention, gaining in retam 
a thorough knowledge of every department of 
farm work. In the rotation of crops and fertili- 
zation of the soil, he exercises excellent judgment, 
and thus every acre of the land is made to pro- 
duce the very best results. 

Born in Romeo, Mich., June 9, 1854, our subject 
is the son of Judson T. and Fannie (Harris) Sta^ 
gis, natives of the State of New York. His father 
was a harness-maker by occupation, and donog 
the opening year of the Civil War enlisted m th« 
Union army and for four y^ars fought valiantlv 
in the defense of our country's cause. His chil- 
dren arc justly proud of his brave and loyal serr- 
ice, and in the annals of our nation his name is 
recorded as one of the heroes of the long and 
bloody conflict. At the close of the war, when 
peace once more reigned throughout this country, 
he returned to tlie old home in Muskegon County. 
Mich. 

Upon locating in Muskegon County in the fail of 
1865, Judson T. Sturgis embarked in farming par- 
suits, and was thus engaged for seven years, after 
which he engaged in the harness business for 
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tendent and General Manaorer for the Western 
Michigan Lumber Com pan 3', and meantime has re- 
sided in various places. For six years he has 
made his home in Casenovia, of which he is a 
prominent citizen. His landed possessions in- 
clu(ie eighty acres in Casenovia Township, a- 
half-interest in five hundred and twenty acres in 
Moorland Township, Musekegon County, some 
valuable real estate in Casenovia and two hundred 
acres in Newaygo County. 

Sociallv, Mr. Jackson affiliates with the Masonic 
fraternity, Ixiing a member of the Chapter. Po- 
litically a Republican, his first Presidential ballot 
was cast for Gen. Grant, and he has ever since up- 
held the principles of that party. Octol>er 5, 1867, 
he married Miss Emogene, daughter of David and 
Lucy (Blodgett) Bell, and they became the parents 
of three children: Maud V., who died at the age of 
eleven years; Mamie B. and Ward G. The chil- 
dren have been the recipients of excellent educa- 
tional advantages, and the son was graduated 
from the Valley City Commercial College in 1891. 
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^ AVID E. CALIFF. There are few more re- 



spected farmers of Muskegon County than 
our subject, whose home is on section 13, 
Fruitland Township. He is one of the early set- 
tlers of this State, to which he emigrated in 1858 
and a year later located in the pine woods on his 
present farm. Here he entered one hundred and 
sixty acres from the Government, and has made all 
the improvements upon the place himself. It was 
formerly heavily timbered, but the owner has cut 
down and sold most of the lumber on the place. It 
is now a well-developed farm, fertile and rich. 

The parents of our subject were Jonathan and 
Polly (Chamberlain) Callff. The father of the 
former, Stephen Califf, was born in one of the New 
England States and followed agricultural pursuits. 
He had learned the cooper's trade and engaged in 
that business during the winters. About the year 
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1814, he emigrated Westward to PennsylvaDia,sct. 
tling in Bradford County and becoming the owner 
of a good farm, upon which he remained until his 
death in 1840, at the age of seven ty-Ove years. His 
ballot was ever cast in favor of the Democratic 
party, and, religiously, he was a member of the Bap- 
tist Church. Jonathan Califf was bom and reared ui 
Vermont and there received as good an education 
as could be received at that early day. Of hb 
father he learned the cooper's trade, which he fol- 
lowed more or less during his life. He was aUiOi 
good general farmer in Pennsylvania, to which 
State he removed with his parents when about 
twenty .years of age. He was one of a family of 
twelve children. In Bradford County was cele- 
brated his marriage with Miss Chamberlain, and six 
children came to bless their union. Of these oor 
subject is the second in order of birth and the 
others are as follows: Linas A., deceased; O. W.; 
Lucy, deceased; Irena A., wife of Jonathan King; 
and Samuel. The mother of these children was i 
devoted member of the Baptist Church, and was 
called from the shores of time in 1836. Jonathan 
Califf married for his second wife Miss Cynthia 
Orton. He was Captain of a compiany daring 
the muster days. In early life, he affih'ated with 
the Democratic party, but afterward became a sop- 
porter of the Whig party. His death occurred in 
the Keystone State. 

The birth of David E. Califf occurred in Brad- 
ford County, Pa., in 1825. lie received a fair edu- 
cation in the schools of the neighborhood and was 
early inured to farm life. He remained with his 
parents until reaching his twenty-first 3'ear, when 
he purchased a piece of wild land on which he lived 
for several years, during which time he greatlr 
improved the property. Believing that he could 
better his prosi)ect8 b}' removing to a newer State, 
he came to Michigan in 1858, since which time he 
has been a prominent factor in her development 
and prosperity. As stated at the beginning of this 
sketch, it has been nearly thirty-five years since his 
settlement on his present farm., and during this 
period he has always been actively interested in the 
welfare of this region. Recognizing his ability, 
his neighbors have frequently called upon him to 
hold res]>on8ible local positions, and among othen 
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manner has made him very popular and won him 
a host of friends, not only in this community, but 
wherever business or social interests have taken 
him. 
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•^)NOS PARRISII. Of the many prominent 
farmers and old settlers of Ottawa Countyi 
^ m^-'^ Mich., Mr. Parrish is well worthy of men- 
tion, for he has resided in this section nearly all 
his life, and has ever had its interests at heart. A 
product of the Kmpire State, born July 2G, 1827, 
he is the youngest child living of seven born to 
Eli and Elizabeth (Lathrop) Parrish, natives of 
Maryland. This worthy couple were married in 
their native State, but subsequently moved to 
New York, where they remained until 183G, and 
then came to Michigan, settling in Wayne County. 
There they were among the very first settlers, and 
Mr. Parrish followed farming there until 1850, 
when he came to PolktonTownship,Ottiiwa Coun- 
ty, and was again among the pioneers. His wife 
had passed away in Wayne County in 1844, but 
Mr. Parrish 's death occurred in Ottawa County, 
after a long an(i useful career. The seven chil- 
dren born to them were as follows: Atridge, de- 
ceased, who was the wife of John Stevison; Or in, 
deceased, who was a soldier in the Rebellion, and 
died at Nashville in 1864; Edna, widow of Anson 
llinman; Joel, deceased, who served in the war with 
Mexico in 1846, and died in the Lone Star State; 
Amos, deceased, who was in the Rebellion; Elsie, 
wife of John Doliltle; and Enos, our subject. 

The last-named grew to manhood in the newly 
settled sections of Michigan, and as a consequence 
received only a limited education. When twentj- 
years of age he was filled with a i)atriotic desire to 
aid the Old Flag, and he joined Com[)any K, Third 
Regiment United Stales Dragoons (cavalry), and 
fought in the war with Mexico in 1846, participat- 
ing in all the principal engagements down to the 
capture of the city of Mexico, in which he took 
part, lie was with (ien. Kearny when hen.adethe 
charge on the city gates, and was one of the first 



to approach the gates. Here the United Stat€^ 
dragoons were repulsed and Gen. Kearny got bi» 
arm broken. After the capture of the city Mr. 
Parrish was only in a few skirmishes with guer- 
rillas. In the spring of 1848 he Jeft Mexico 
for home, via New Orleans and St. Louis, and 
was discharged at Jefferson Barracks, at the la^t- 
named city. Reaching home in August, he worked 
bv the month in Wavne and other counties of 
Michigan, but finally settled in Poikton Town- 
ship, Ottawa County, where he had located hi:) 
land warrant, received for services during tUe 
Mexican War. 

He had opened up and improved his farm in a 
great many ways at the breaking out' of the 
Rebellion, and in the month of December, 1863, 
he joined Company E, of the First Michigan Light 
Artillery, which was attached to the Army of tlic 
Cumberland, but participated only in the battle 
of Nashville, and a few skirmishes. Ue was 
neither wounded nor captured during the Mexi- 
can and the Civil Wars, although ho was under fire 
in this country and Mexico fifty or more times. 
On the 31st of July, 1865, he was discharged at 
Jackson, Mich. After coming home he continued 
to reside in Poikton Township until 186*8, when 
he moved onto his present farm, eonsisling o( 
two hundred and forty acres. It was unfniproFed. 
and to clear it of the heavy timl)er with which it 
was covered he engaged in lumbering, i/e now 
owns only one hundred aci-es, but he has sixtv 
acres of this under a Hne state of cultivation. Ik 
has served as Highway Commissioner for six years, 
and has held other positions in the township. 

Mr. Parrish was first married in lSo2^ to Mi!« 
Valeria Wait, a native of Michigan, and daughter 
of Joseph and Mary A. (Weeden) Wait, both 
originally' from the Empire State. To Mr. aod 
Mrs. Parrish were born two children: D. W., who 
lives in Allendale; and Fredore in this countv. BIrs 
Parrish died in 1856. Two years later Mr. Parrish 
was married to Miss Harriett Mazuzan, a native of 
Vermont, and a daughter of Erastus and Amy 
(Mead) Mazuzan, of French and English extrac- 
tion respectively. Five children were bom to 
Mr. and Mrs. Mazuzan and named in the order of 
their births as follows: Cclia, John (deceased), 
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he i8 respected and highly esteemed. Mr. Van 
Doorne was born in Grand Island, N. Y., and re- 
mained in his birthplace until three years of age. 
With his parents our subject then journeyed to 
the farther West and located in Grand Haven, 
where the family only made their temporary'' home, 
at the expiration of six months removing to a 
farm alK)ut four miles south of the city. Mr. Van 
Doorne, reared upon the old homestead, passed his 
life as does the average farmer boy, always busy 
assisting in the daily routine of farming labor and 
attending when he could be spared the nearest 
district school. After attaining to manhood, he 
left the farm, and for eight years continuously en- 
gaged in the sawmill business and also devoted a 
portion of his time to his trade of carpenter, in 
this latter occupation finding ready and profitable 
employment. 

Our subject finally returned to the old home- 
stead, of which he is now the owner. In addition 
to the sixty original acres Mr. Van Doorne owns 
an undivided half in the eighty acres which join 
the sixty on the northwest corner. A thoroughly 
practical farmer, he has made a financial success 
of the tilling of the soil, and aside from the pur- 
suit of general agi'iculture gives much attention 
of fruit-growing and raises large quantities of 
celery. Mr. Van Doorne also handles agricultural 
implements, and with energetic enterprise has won 
his upward way to a position of influence and use- 
fulness. In 1873 our subject was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Elizabeth Ballgoyen, a native of 
the Netherlands, who [)assod the early yeai-s of her 
life in the west of Europe, where she received her 
primal y education and remained until thirteen 
years of age. Her parents, also born, reared and 
educated in the Netherlands, finally emigrated 
with their family to America and located in Grand 
Haven. The pleasant home of our subject and his 
excellent wife has been blessed bv the birth of 
four children, one son and three daughters: Maria, 
Minnie, Martin, Jr., and Jeannette. 

Maria, the eldest, regularly attended the schools 
of the neighborhood, and, completing the studies 
of the grammar course at the age of fifteen, then 
(Mildred Hope College in Holland, Mich., and 
took a two-years course, finally completing her 



education with a two-years Normal course in the 
same institution, and is now a successfal teacher. 
The son and the other daughters are enjoying the 
available opportunities of instraction near their 
home, and, intelligently devoting themselves to 
study, have a bright future before them. Politi- 
cally, Mr; Van Doorne is an adherent of the 
Democratic party, and for the two years in which 
as Township Treasurer he disbursed the public 
funds, and as a valued member of the Board of 
Review, materially aided in the advancement of 
needed improvements and encouraged and stimu- 
lated the growth of enterprise. Our subject is not 
a member of any secret society, but is connected 
by membership with the Reformed Church at 
Grand Haven and is liberal in the support and ex- 
tension of religious influence and accounted bj all 
who know him a man of high principle and ao ef- 
ficient and public-spirited citizen. 





OIIN ROOKS, an enterprising general agri- 
culturist and leading citizen, pleasantly 
located upon section 36, Holland Town- 
^5^^ ship, Ottawa County, Mich., is a native of 
the Netherlands, and was born in Wenterawickin 
1837. His parents, Gerrit and Catherine (Hesse- 
link) Rooks, also born in the Netherlands, were of 
a thrifty and industrious ancestry, highly re- 
spected among the people where their uneventful 
and upright lives were passed. The father was 
born not far from Wenterswick, in the year 1802, 
the year of his wife's birth being 1809. A farmer 
by occupation, he tilled the fertile soil of his early 
home and also worked as a woodsawyer. His 
parents were poor, and when only a boy he began 
the work of life, receiving but a limited education 
in the common schools of his birthplace. He was 
not the possessor of landed property, but in the Old 
Country rented land. The sons and daughters of 
the father, ten in number, were all born in the 
Netherlands. By a first marriage the father had 
two children, Henry and Hannah, both deceased. 
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After the death of the first wife, marrying the 
mother of our subject, the father gathered about 
him the large family who later accompanied him 
to the United States. 

Of the eight sons and daughters of the second 
marriage, the eldest died young, and Albert, 
Lydia and John are also deceased; the^ others arc 
Minnie, Gertrude, John and Gerrit. In 1855, with 
all the family except the daughter Lydia, the father 
and mother emigrated to America, and after leav- 
ing the seaboard had just money enough to get to 
Michigan, where they at once located Upon a 
forty-acre farm, purchased by the father. Then an 
old man, he cleared off the dense woods of the 
homestead, ably assisted by his sturdy sons, who 
lent a willing hand in the improvement of the 
home to which they had looked forward for so 
long. The father, a pious man and devout mem- 
ber of the Reformed Church, survived his journey 
to the United States only about eight years. 

John Rooks had hired out in the Old Country, 
and soon after arriving in Michigan began for him- 
self by working on farms and in mills; and, care- 
fully hoarding up every dollar while engaged in 
laboring for others, he was finally enabled to pur- 
chase the forty-eight acres where he now lives. 
This, mostly wild land, he cleared, cultivated and 
improved, and, prospering through self-reliant in- 
dustry, added other acres, now owning one hundred 
and twenty-eight acres, upon which stand excel- 
lent and commodious barns and a comfortable and 
attractive residence. 

When twenty-eight years of age our subject was 
united in marriage with Miss Clara Mulder, 
daughter of William and Effle (Skipper) Mulder. 
Mi*s. Rooks, a most estimable lady, was born in the 
Netherlands in 1844, and was only three years 
of age when with her parents she emigrated to 
America and made her home in Holland. Eleven 
sons and daughters (lave blessed the union of Mr. 
and Mrs. Rooks. Four died in infancy. The 
surviving are: William, (ierrit, An)ert, Peter, 
Ilerninn, Leonard and John, the last two now 
attending Hope College. Albert i^ a fine student 
and graduated with honor from llo[)o College, 
(lerrit graduated in lx)ok-kee[iing from the business 
college at Grand Kapids. William i.s attending a 



veterinary school in Canada. Our subject and his 
worthy wife are valued membeis of the Seceder 
Church, and have shown themselves friends to 
educational advancement by giving to their chil- 
dren every possible opportunity to improve them- 
selves and thus prepare to occupy with honor any 
work, public or private, to which they may be 
called. Politically a Republican, Mr. Rooks is 
interested in both local and national issues and in- 
telligently posted in all matters tending to the 
promotion of welfare, and does his full duty as a 
true and liberal-spirited citizen. 
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p UGUST M. COSGROVE, the efficient Su- 
perintendent of the Grand Haven water 
ffi works, was born in Ashland, Ashland 
County, Ohio, February 15, 1855. He is a 
son of Stephen C. and Hannah (Hiler) Cosgrove, the 
former of whom was a native of New Jersey and 
the latter of New York. Stephen C. Cosgrove was 
a broom-maker by trade, but during the latter part 
of his life successfully followed the occupation 
of farming. On the 17th of February, 1877, he 
died in Crawford County, Ohio, when in the sev- 
enty-fii-st year of his age. His widow survived 
him until September, 1891, when she passed away 
in Crawford County, Ohio. The paternal grand- 
father was William Cosgrove. 

August M. Cosgrove spent his early life on the 
home farm in Ohio, where he received such in- 
struction as the locality afforded, entering school 
at the age of six years. A knowledge of books, 
however, is not always an education, and in the 
school of experience one may acquire a much 
more practical knowledge than he can in the 
colleges and seminaries, however good the latter 
may be; and thus it was with Mr. Cosgrove, for 
all his practical acquirements have been gained 
since he started out to fight the battle of life for 
himself. He secured employment in the steam- 
engine works at lUicyrus, Ohio, but in 1878 left 
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that place to remove to Adrian, Mich. While 
employed in the Adrian water works, he acquired a 
knowledge of the details of the business which 
eminently fitted him for the successful discharge 
of the duties of his present position. After re- 
siding in Adrian for eight years, he went to Rich- 
mond, and was in the employ of a prominent firm 
there for about one year. 

In the fall of 1885, our subject came to Grand 
Haven, and was appointed Superintendent of the 
•Grand Haven water works, which position he is 
very acceptably filling at the present time. As a 
citizen, he is prompt and liberal in responding to 
the demands of the public, when the common 
good is brought into question, and he is ai all 
times willing to bear his proportion of the bur- 
dens of expenditure and labor needed in attain- 
ing the highest material success. He is now in 
the prime of life, with vigorous constitution, good 
habits and lofty principles. 

November 28, 1878, Mr. Cosgrove was united 
in marriage with Miss Sarah Ann Smith, of Jasper, 
Mich., daughter of Frank J. Smith, and to their 
union two children have been given, a son and a 
daughter. Mr. and Mrs. Cosgrove are popular in 
the social circles of Grand Haven, and although 
they have not resided in the place an}' great length 
of time, they have made many friends, whom it 
is their pleasure to welcome to their comfortable 
and hosi)itable home on Franklin Street. Socially, 
Mr. Cosgrove is a member of the order of the Mac- 
cabees. 



•M^'M" 




it*«t»4»«|i 



J. Al'HHY, master painter and decorator 
■J of the Chicago tfe West Michigan Rail- 
road shops, at Muskegon, Mich., has been a 




continuous resident of his present locality for 
about eleven years, and during this length of time 
has given faithful service to the corporation by 
which he is now employed. Our subject is a na- 
tive of Canada, and was born in the Dominion 
February 2, 1853. The [)arents, J. W. and Margaret 
(Smith) Aubry, many \'ears after their marriage re- 



naovedto the United States and, locating in Wor- 
cester, Mass., lived there a few months and then re- 
turned to their home in Canada. They were known 
in New England as industrious and energetic peo- 
ple, of upright diaractcr and sterling int^ritv. 
Mr. Aubry |)a8sed the days of early childhood and 
youth in his birthplace, and not only received his 
education in the common schools of Canada, but 
up to sixteen years of age was there reared to 
habits of self-reliance. In 1871 he went to St 
Johnsbury, Vt,. and was flret employed io tbc 
painting department of the Fairbanks Scale Com- 
pany. In 1877, he entered the employ of the 
P. <fe O. Railroad Company, of Vermont, at St 
Johnsbury. 

After a time, determining to try his fortunes in 
a newer field of action, our subject in 1882 jour- 
neyed to the West, and, locating permanently io 
Michigan, made his home in Muskegon, where he ac- 
cepted his present responsible position. Mr. Aubry 
has full charge and entire control of thePaintDe- 
partment of the Chicago <fe West Michigan Railroad 
equipment and attends to repainting and re?ar- 
nishing the rolling stock. He superintends the 
work of a number of men skilled in the use of the 
brush, all expert mechanics. Our subject aside from 
his regular business has a profession, being a musi- 
cian of superior ability and culture. He is the first 
violinist in the Opera House Orchestra and leads 
the same. The orchestra, organized and controlled 
by Mr. Aubry, plays at the most elegant balls of 
the city, also in the operas, and is well and favor- 
ably known throughout western Michigan. 

In 1880 E. J. Aubry and Miss llattie M. Ma- 
goon, of St. Johnsbury, Vt., and daughter of 1. P. 
Magoon, a citizen of the Green Mountain State, 
were married. The union of our subject and his 
estimable wife has been blessed by the birth of 
one son and one daughter: Mary Gertrude and 
Herbert M. D. The pleasant family residence is 
located at No. 67 Peck Street, Muskegon. The son 
and daughter enjoy excellent educational advan- 
tages and as they attain to mature age will be en- 
abled to worthily fit themselves to adorn an}- po- 
sition of trust to which they may be called. 

Mr. Aubry is politically a Republican and a firm 
supporter of the party. He has never been aiixi- 
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Oaks and Glendale, where during the seven days' 
fight he was wounded in the right shoulder, which 
hurt compelled him to go to Washington, where 
he received his discharge upon November 19, 1862. 
After liis return to Miciiigan, Mr. Mason was 
elected Treasurer of the township of Comstock, 
and for many years gave valuable service in that 
ofllcial capacity. In 1867 Mr. Mason accepted a 
position as night watclimau of the State Prison, 
remaining in Jackson until 1871. For about sev- 
enteen succeeding years our subject was engaged 
on the C. H. M. liailroad at White Cloud and 
Holton, and during this time bought his present 
farm of one hundred and five acre^, then mostly 
unimproved, but now containing sixty highly 
cultivated acres. While in Jackson, Mr. Ma- 
son was united in marriage with Miss Emma 
Welch, daughter of George and Leah (Badams) 
Welch. Mrs. Mason was born in Jackson County, 
Mich., but her parents were both natives of Eng- 
land. Politically a strong Republican, our sub- 
ject has held the office of Townsliip Clerk, and, ap- 
pointed by Harrison, for over four yeai-s efficiently 
handled the mails at Holton. As a friend and 
neighbor and in his public work Mr. Mason lias 
won the respect and esteem of a host of friends, 
and has long been intimately associated with the 
progressive interests of his home locality. 
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GRACE A. COOLEY, a representative gen- 
eral agriculturist, successful stock-raiser 
and Drainage Commissioner of Allendale 
1^) Township, Ottawa County, is a native of 
Ohio, but has been a resident of the Wolverine 
State since 1845, and is intimately associated with 
its upward growth and progressive history. Born 
in Knox County, Ohio, August 2, 1829, he was 
the son of Horatio and Mehetabel (Crowell) Cooley, 
native New Englandei-s, but early settlers in the 
farther West. The father, born in Connecticut, 
and the mother in Vermont, mi^jrated to Ohio 
while voiinir, and were married in the Buckeve 



State. The father was by occupation a mechaDic, 
and remained in Ohio until his death. His widow 
removed to Michigan in 1847, and survived bim 
for some years. 

The parents were blessed by the birth of nioe 
children, seven of whom lived to adult age. Ho- 
ratio, the eldest-born, is deceased; Tryphena is the 
widow of R. S. Randall; Arminta is deceased; 
Horace A. is our subject; Havillat is deceased; 
Henry C. is a resident of Ottawa County; and Har- 
riet, who is deceased, was the wife of George Starb. 
Mrs. Mehetabel Cooley again married, and by ber 
second husband, Benjamin Bellows, liecame tbe 
mother of two children: Sarah, the wife of Sidney 
Starks; and Thomas E., residing^ in Sparta. Mid). 

Our subject was reared on the Ohio bomestetd. 
and attending the district schools of the neigbbor- 
hood was likewise trained in the agricultural 
duties devolving upon the farmer boy. He was 
sixteen years of age when, upon October 28, 1845. 
he arrived at his new home in Tallmadge Tofra- 
ship, Ottawa County, Mich., and, remaining in that 
locality for thirty-two years, was during twentj- 
eight years of that period employed by various 
milling concerns as engineer. For fourteen con- 
secutive years he remained with one firm, bis 
faithful discharge of the work intrusted to bis 
care winning for him the appreciation of those in* 
terested in the business. When he l)ecame a resi- 
dent of Tallmadge Township the popalation of 
the surrounding country was spai-se, and most of 
the business of that part of the State was trans- 
acted at Orand Rapids, then the headquarters for 
merchandise and all the necessaries of life. Tbe 
milling interests were the mainstay of Tallmadge 
Township, and the establishment of numerous 
sawmills soon caused an influx of people, and gave 
our subject, with many others, regular and lemun- 
erativc employment. 

In 1861 were united in marriage Horace A. 
Cooley and Miss Lavilla A. Hall, a native of 
Michigan and the daughter of Orrin and Matilcb 
(Reynolds) Hall, pioneer settlers of the Wolverine 
Stale. Some years subsequent to his marriage, 
our subject purchased a farm in Allendale Town- 
ship, which he sold in 1877, and later also dis- 
posed of property he owned in the village of U- 
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rougher element of tlie villatje and the evil-doers 
generally. As Deputy Sheriff, Oil Inspector and 
Superintendent of the water works, he has proven 
his thorough adaptability to the demands of pub- 
lic work. 

In the 3'ear 1868 Mr. llinman was married to 
Miss Mary Storms, who came from her native land, 
Germany, to this country with her parents when 
only eight 3'ears of age. Mr. -and Mrs. llinman 
have been blessed by the birth of five children: 
Herman, who died in the year 1869, in infancy; 
Cora, born in 1871, a graduate of the High School 
and married in 1890 to Dr. James G. riackson, of 
Muskegon; Frederick, born in 1874, also a grad- 
uate of the High School, and a promising young 
man; Fannie, aged thirteen, a bright scholar, now in 
school; and Albert, the youngest, a lad eight yeai*s 
old. Financially prospered and a lifelong Repub- 
lican, giving most valuable public service and 
ever a liberal-spirited citizen, our subject is also 
fraternally associated with the Ancient Free <fe Ac- 
cepted Masons, and is likewise a meml)er of the 
Knights of Honor. 




'THOMAS LARSON, a well-known resident 
of Whitehall, Muskegon County, was for 
many years engaged in business in this 
place, and at the present time owns fully fifteen 
acres of land in the village. His life has been 
quite an eventful one, and since his tenth year he 
has made his own living. He was born in north- 
western Norway, March 18, 1818. His parents 
were Lars and Malinda (Larson) Lai*son. The 
former was reared on a farm and owned a valuable 
piece of property, comprising eighty acres. He 
was prosperous in business and was highly re- 
garded in all circles. He and his wife were devoted 
members of the Lutheran Church. They reared a 
family of five sons: Lars, Lars, Archa, Thomas, 
and Daniel, who was drowned when about twenty- 
five years old. Lars is the only one of the family 



beside our subject who has left his native land, 
and his home is now near Ottawa, 111. The par- 
ents of these children have long^ since been called 
to the better land. 

Thomas Larson was only ten years old when he 
left home and went to work on neig^h boring farms, 
receiving his board and clothes and $5 in money 
per year for the succeeding five years. Tiring of 
this occupation, at length he embarked on sailing 
expeditions to the many beautiful fiords of bb 
native land, and finally, when eighteen years of 
age, regularly embarked as a sailor on the high 
seas. For twenty years he followed this life, going 
to all parts of the world and meeting with manj 
strange adventures. He was once shipwrecked 
near his old home and on another octrasion wms 
washed overboard by a great wave, which, return- 
ing, left him in another part of the ship. At last 
Mr. Larson came to the United States and made 
his headquarters in Chicago, from which place be 
sailed on the Lakes for five 3- ears. 

After carefully deliberating, Mr. Larson con- 
cluded to settle down at Whitehall and invest the 
money, which was the result of his many years of 
toil. He became the owner of three houses, and 
afterward bought one hundred and sixty acres of 
land, a |X)rtion of which is located within tlie cor- 
porate limits of the village. For some years he 
ran a saloon, and later embarked in the grocen* 
business. His business ventures have been marked 
by sagacity and ability, and he now has a com- 
petency which places him among the substaDtiil 
citizens of the community. 

After taking up his residence in Whitehall, Mr. 
Larson married Miss Gertie Johnson, who wis 
born in Norway and with her [)arents, James and 
Bertha (Nelson) Johnson, came to the United 
States in July, 1863, and at onc*e settled in this 
city. The parents of Mrs. Larson resided aotil 
their death in Whitehall. Seven children havebeeo 
born to our worthy subject and his wife: Berths, 
who became the wife of Hans Bjomstad; James 
L.; Hannah M., wife of Charles Kassner; John S; 
Thomas J.; Minnie B., a graduate of the Higb 
S<!hool; and Anetta L. The parents arc members 
of the Lutheran Church, in the faith of which all 
of the children have been confirmed. Mr. Larsoo 
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true type of a successful Michigan farmer. He is 
a product of the Buckeye State, born September 
30, 1840, and the son of Morris and Phoeba A. 
(Archer) Atwood, natives of New York. The 
Atwood family came originally from England and 
settled in the United States a short time after the 
Revolutionary War. The Archers came from 
Germany. 

Morris Atwood was a blacksmith by trade, and 
after reaching mature years moved to Ohio. 
Later he returned to his native State, and there 
died in 1872, at the age of sixty-five. His wife 
died in the Empire State in 1891. They were the 
parents of the following children: Horace, our 
subject; Elizabeth, the wife of J. W. Pearson; 
David, deceased, who left a family in New York; 
Ann; Frances, Mrs. Broth, of New York; Corella, 
the wife of a Mr. Re3^olds, of New York; Rose, 
the wife of Lou Darbey; and John D., of New 
York. 

Horace Atwood received only a limited educa- 
tion in the common schools of Ohio and New 
York, and at the youthful age of fourteen started 
out to fight his own way m life. He left the 
parental roof and sailed on the bark "Columbus,'* 
of Fair Haven, Mass., as a sailor. He went to some 
of the islands oflf Brazil, and after being before 
the mast for one year, and touching at Java, 
and other places, landed in Australia, where he 
remained for some time in the Swan River Colony. 
While there he engaged in whaling for two seasons, 
and received for his services $7.50 per month. 
After leaving that place he went to Hobart Town, 
Tasmania, and remained there in all about two 
years. While there he visited the Philippine 
Islands and made five trips to the Island of Mauri- 
tius, where he was engaged in the sugar trade. 
From there he went to Valparaiso, Chili, and 
was engaged in the employ of Chilian merchants 
at the copper ports. While in Chili he walked 
from Valparaiso to Tucumana, a distance of over 
two hundred miles, without any company. His 
only experience during that time was when his 
coat and cap of blue cloth were stolen by a peon, 
who kindly left his own in their place. 

For about eighteen months Mr. Atwood re- 
mained in Chili, and then went to Callao, Peru, 



where he also engaged in different work for six 
months. After this, for six or seven months, he 
worked the nitre beds, and then went to Liverpool, 
England, where he hired to go on a merchant vessel 
and took two trips to southern Spiain, on the Med- 
iterranean Sea, making about forty ports. Later 
he sailed to Calcutta,- India, the island of Colombo, 
Seon and to Marseilles, France, also to van* 
ous other ports, and then returned to Liverpool. 
From there he sailed to Sidney, Australia, and 
later from London to Liverpool, carrying a cargo 
of tea. Afterward he sailed to Quebec, Canada, but 
returned to Liverpool, thence going to the East In- 
dies, and back to Liverpool, where he shipped for 
the west coast of Africa on the Seneg^mbia River, 
and touched many points in that country. Return- 
ing to Liverpool, he shipped for New York, but 
the vessel sprang a leak and sank twelve hundred 
miles west of Cape Clear, about four p. m. The 
crew was picked up about nine a. m. next dsy 
by a steamer and carried back to Liverpool, where 
our subject remained for one month. He shipped 
again for New York, and arrived in that city in 
May, 1865, after having been absent from home 
eleven yeai*s. During that time he had heard 
from home but once, and bis relatives had heard 
from him but once. 

After returning home, he was engaged in tilling 
the soil on a farm in the Empire State, but shortly 
afterward returned to Ohio and worked for the 
Cleveland, Columbus & Cincinnati Railroad for 
two years. In 1866 he came to Michigan and 
was engaged in lumbering and other oocupatioDS 
from that date until 1874, when he moved on hi$ 
present farm of eighty acres. He now has thirtj 
acres under cultivation, and is one of the prosper- 
ous and substantial agriculturists of his sectioo. 
He has served as Highway and Drain Commis- 
sioner from 1878, except about five years, and abo 
has served as School Director for three vears, 
holding that position at the pi-esent time. In the 
year 1873 he was married, in September, to Mk^ 
Helen Orton, a native of New York and daughter 
of Arcelus and Mariah (Cres&ett) Orton. Six 
children wei*e born to Mr. and Mrs. Orton, tho»e 
living being: Helen; Clara, the wife of Angus 
McDonald; Alice, the wife of Alexander Mc- 
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management. He and his wife are mcmbers^of tlie 
Reformed Church of Zeeland, in which he has held 
oflice for the past twenty- five yeai-s. Fie has been 
Highway and Drainage Commissioner of his town- 
ship, and politically he is a stanch Prohibitionist. 





AMUEL R. SANFORD, one of the honored 
pioneers of Muskegon County, and a prom- 
inent and progressive business man of the 
city of Muskegon, was born in Wayne 
County, N. Y., August 11, 1822, and is a soil of 
Isaac R. Sanford, a native of Connecticut. His 
paternal grandfather, Abel Sanford, was born in 
Wallingford, Conn., and was of English descent. 
The mother of our subject bore the maiden name 
of Patience Atwater, and was also born in the 
Nutmeg State. 

The early boyhood of our bul)ject was si)ent in 
attendance at the district schools during the win- 
ter season and in farm work during the summer 
months. I^ler he prosecuted his studies in the 
Geneva Lyceum and Lyma Methodist Episcopal 
Seminar3\ Previous to this, he was engaged in 
clerking in a dry-goods store in Palmyra, N. Y., 
and afterward in h wholesale and retail drug and 
grocery house at Geneva, N. Y., remaining thus 
occupied until 1844, when he migrated to Michi- 
gan. Locating in Grand lipids, he opened the 
first drug store in that place. lie secured a good 
trade and successfully carried on business until 
the fall of 1848, when he disposed of the store. 
His next enterprise was the building of a double 
steam sawmill sixteen miles up the river from 
Muskegon, and in 1856 he came to this city, where 
he has since made his home. 

For a time Mr. Sanford engaged exclusively in 
the manufacture and shipping of lumber, and af- 
terward gave his attention to the lumber business 
in one or another of its branches. For some time 
he has been extensively engaged in the manufac- 
ture of shingles. In his undertakings he has met 



with success, and acquired a handsome compe- 
tence. He dealt largely in real estate and his 
been connected with many leading enterprises of 
the community, having be^n one of the organiz- 
ers of the Muskegon National Bank and a Director 
in the first two railroad companies entering the 
city, also aiding in the inception of other im- 
portant concerns. 

On the 1st of October, 1844, Mr. Sanford was 
united in marriage with Miss Sasan S. Huggins, a 
native of Wayne County, N. Y., and a daughter 
of Zadok Huggins. She died July 18, 1855, leav- 
ing two children: I. Ransom, now a resident of 
Muskegon; and Anna M., wife of Harvey- Cbatteo, 
an architect of Quincy, 111. The second marriage 
of Mr. Sanford took place July 7, 1858^ bis wife 
being Miss Ambrosia Peck, of Gorham, Ontario 
County, N. Y. Her father, Samuel B. Peck, wis 
for many years a merchant of Gorham, but re- 
moved to Muskegon in 1859. Two children hare 
been born to Mr. and Mrs. Sanford, Arthur H.aod 
Nellie S. 

In the fall of 1846 Mr. Sanford was elected 
Clerk of Kent County on the Democratic ticket, 
and filled that position until the fall of 1848. that 
being the time of his removal from the city. In 
1858 he was elected Sheriff of Ottawa CoantF, 
which at that time comprised the counties of Mos^ 
kegon and Ottawa, but during his term of service 
the present division was made, and he removed to 
Grand Haven temporarily in order to complete 
his term. In the performance of the duties of 
this office he always traveled on foot, unless 
having a prisoner in charge, and under no cir- 
cumstances ever carried a weapon of defease. 
As a ^^walkist" he was for many years unrivaled 
In public ofillce he has always been found true to 
the trust reposed in him, and has discharged bb 
duties with promptness and fidelity. In busioes 
life he has always been honorable and straightfor- 
ward, and has therefore gained universal confi- 
dence. In his social and home life, he is an affi- 
ble and pleasant gentleman, generous and kind- 
hearted, and his many excellencies of chaiacter 
have gained for him a wide circle of warm 
friends. 

Although reared in accordance with the tenet< 
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satisfaction of the court in chancery that the 
William Allen of Ireland and the William Allan 
of Scotland were one and the same person. Ben- 
jamin Allen was a man of liberal education, 
and, possessin«]f superior business attainments, be- 
came a large paper manufacturer, mnking as the 
most extensive in his line of trade m the Emerald 
Isle. He owned and operated three large mills — 
one at Dripsly, one at Tower Mills and the other 
at Girth. In these three mills he employed more 
than eight hundred hands, and in the business made 
a fortune, but in 1860, when the free-trade law 
went into effect, allowing the untaxed importation 
of foreign paper, it made a bankrupt of him, 
closed his mills and rendered him temporarily in- 
sane. 

The father after his reverses recovered his rea- 
son but never his fortune, and while he had suffi- 
cient to keep him in his last da3's, he died in 
1883, at the age of sixty -seven, a comparatively 
poor man. He had been a life-long believer in the 
Quaker faith, and, a sincere Christian of high prin- 
ciple, was a noted temperance worker, and many a 
time stood upon a platform side by side with 
that distinguished orator and temperance lectur- 
er, Father Mathew, the great Irish temperance 
advocate. The father was a man of generous 
heart and liberal hand, and during his days of 
prosperity the poor of the country found in him 
a faithful friend. While Ireland was suffering 
with the dread famine, Benjamin Allen would 
take his carriage and drive through the parish and, 
gathering together the most destitute, would re- 
move them to the tenements on his large estate 
and there care for them tenderly. He had one 
brother and three sisters. The brother, William, 
early in life went to Australia, where for the past 
thirty-five years he has been a member of Parlia- 
ment. Joseph also made his home in Australia, 
and became a prominent mining engineer. John 
settled in the Philippine Islands, and was one of 
the most extensive planters in the islands. He 
married a Spanish lady of great culture and 
beauty, and a [iiece of her wedding dress, made of 
the fine fibre of the pineapple, a most costly fabric, is 
now in the possession of a daughter of our subject. 
John, his wife and children all died at Manila 



with the yellow fever. The sister (aunt of oar 
subject) married Mr. Green, one of the largest 
merchants of Newry, County of Down, where she 
died about 1878. 

Patience Humptireys, the mother of Alfred Al- 
len, was tlie daughter of Prof. John Dobbs Hum- 
phreys, bom July 20, 1764, an Eni^lishroan by de- 
cent, but whether born in £n|2^1and or Ireland we 
do not positively know. He was a man of learn- 
ing, and force of character and possessed great phy- 
sical endurance. He occupied with honor po- 
sitions of distinction, and was Pr^ident of the 
Royal Cuvierian Society, and Professor in Queeo's 
College at Cork, and Librarian of the Ro^'al Cork 
Institute. For half a century he successfuUj con- 
ducted a private college, and, an author of modi 
note in his day, published several volumes ii 
his own poetry, which for their elegant diction 
and style of composition attracted much favorable 
criticism and insured him a wide circle of readers. 
The Professor was never sick a day in his life until 
attacked by his mortal illness. He expired July 
18, 1864, within two days of his one hundredth 
birthday. He left to posterity the largest and 
finest conchological collection in the United King- 
dom ^ and which, purchased after his death by 
an English admirer, was presented to the Roytl 
Cork Institute, with which he had so long been 
connected. 

The mother of Alfred Allen passed away it 
the age of forty -eight years, and of her large fam- 
ily of sixteen children, several died in infancv. 
William Allen was a successful hardware merchaot 
of Iielan^, and died at the age of twent^'-foar; 
Mary married William Kemp, of London, Eng- 
land, where Mr. Kemp is the manager of a lai^ 
insurance com pan}'. John Humphreys Allen 
is a wealth}' druggist of New York City, sod 
the proprietor of Allen's Brain Food. CharlotU? 
Elizabeth Allen married Daniel 3Ic Adams, of 
the firm of Mc Adams cfe Cartwright, tlevator 
manufacturers, of New York City. Charles Her- 
bert Allen represents a large English mercban- 
tile house in Australia and the East Indies. Aon 
Maria Allen is the wife of a pro6i)erous hard wan- 
merchant in I^ondon, England. Josephine i> 
single and lives in Dublin, Ireland. 
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Infantry, and from the ranks was promoted to 
the position of Corporal, later to Duty-Sergeant 
and finally to Orderly-Sergeant. With his com- 
pany he marched to Cincinnati, Ohio, thence to 
Louisville, Ky., and from there into the enemy's 
strongholds. He participated in the following- 
named battles: Perry ville, October 8, 1862; La- 
vergne, Tenn., December 27; Stewarts, December 
29; Stone River, -December 29-31, 1862, and Jan- 
uary 1-3, 1863; Tullahoma, Tenn., June 24; Elk 
River, July 1; Chickamauga, September 19-21; 
Chattanooga, October 6; Brown's Ferry, October 
27; Mission Ridge, November 26; Savannah, Ga., 
December 11, 18 and 21-24, 1864; Averysboro, 
N.C., March 16, 1865; and Bentonville, N. C, 
March 19. 

At Bentonville, N. C, Mr. Kronemyer was 
struck by a musket ball, which knocked him sense- 
less. Left on the field, he was taken prisoner by 
the Confederates and for two weeks was confined 
in Libby Prison. Upon being released he was 
sent to Camp Chase, Ohio, and from there went 
to Detroit, where he was mustered out with his 
regiment, June 8, 1865, after a service of two 
years and ten months. During the entire period 
of his service, he was never in a hospital or absent 
from any roll-call, or any battle in which his regi- 
ment participated. After his discharge he re- 
turned to Hudson ville, and later engaged in raft- 
ing logs to Grand River, continuing in that wa}' 
for one summer. During the winter of 1865-66 
he worked in the lumber woods at Georgetown. 
Prior to the war he purchased a small farm on 
section 20, Georgetown Township, for which he 
completed payment after the close of the war. 

The marriage of Mr. Kronemyer occurred in 
1867, and united him with Miss Mary Van Strate, 
a native of the Netherlands, who died in 1885, 
after an illness of twelve years. Four children 
were born of the union, two of whom are now 
living, Alida J. and Agatha S. In 1887 Mr. 
Kronemyer was again married, choosing as his 
wife Miss Salina Smedley, who was born in Eng- 
land, and who has proved a most efficient help- 
mate to her husband. To his children Mr. Krone- 
myer has given excellent educational advantages, 
and his daughters are young ladies of culture 



and refinement. His eldest son died after attain 
ing his majority. 

The original purchase of land made by Mt 
Kronemyer consisted of seventy-four acres, wholl^i 
unimproved, upon which be remained until 1891 
After a short sojourn in Grand Rapids, he wen 
to another farm and from there came to Hudson 
ville in 1893. He owns considerable valoabh 
real estate, including three houses in Grand Rap- 
ids and a residence in Hudsonville. In politics a 
Republican, he has been prominent in local politi- 
cal affairs, and has served as Township Clerk i 
number of terms, also as Township Treasurer for a 
long period, and as Supervisor for three years. His 
life has by no means been an easy one, but he has 
possessed an abundance of energy, perseverance 
and the American characteristic of ^stick-to-it- 
iveness," and as a result of his unwearied efforts 
has gained a large measure of success. 



,SL 



=St 



•TE: 




OHN BUSBY, M. D., the popular young 
physician and skillful surgeon of Whitehall, 
Muskegon County, Mich., devotes himself 
untiringly to the demands of his profession, 
and already possessing an excellent practice has a 
brighter future yet befoi*e him, his courage, will 
and enterprise being unfailing factors in helping 
him upward on the thorny path, whose difficulties 
all professional young men are called u|>on to sur- 
mount before they can attain to the heights of 
assured success. The practice of Dr. Busby takes 
him through a round embracing the immediate 
neighborhood, as well as the town of Whitehall 
Thoroughly at home in the details of general prac- 
tice, he excel Is in surgery, and is thus well adapted 
to the requirements of an extended professional 
career. Our subject is a native of Ontario and was 
born in Cumberland June 14, 1868. His parents. 
William and Sarah (McLaughlin) Bushy, are long- 
time and highi}' respected residents of the Queen's 
dominions. The father is a genuine Scotchman, 
having been born in the city of Glasgow in 1^33. 
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enterprises that tended to conduce to the best in- 
terests of the commiinitv in which he lived, and 
although quiet and unassuming in his deportment 
toward his fellow-men, he possessed decided views 
on all subjects, and his unmistakable position on 
the side uf justice and right was a correct indi- 
cation of his mind and morals. It was truthfully 
said of him that "he always saw two sides to every 
question, and self never stood in the way." He 
was a devoted member of the Christian Church, 
to which he donated liberally of his means, as far 
as he could afford. 

He was married to Mrs. Matilda (Gardner) Fox 
November 14, 1860, a daughter of a worthy Eng- 
lish gentleman, and to their union two sons were 
given: Jesse G. T., and Warren H., of Detroit, 
Mich. Mr. Woodbury served as Supervisor of his 
township for several years, and had he lived would 
have undoubtedly become a very wealthy farmer, 
for he possessed all the characteristics necessary 
for a successful agricultural life. He came to the 
State a poor man, and at the time of his death his 
farm, which was heavily covered with timber, had 
begun to take on the appearance of a well-tilled 
place under his capable management. Timber was 
fast being removed from it and a considerable 
portion had been put under cultivation. The 
house in which his widow and his son Jesse now 
reside was at that time almost the same as it now 
is, and it is still one of the best and most sub- 
stantial houses in the township. Politically, Mr. 
Woodbury was a Republican, and socially was a 
member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. 

The ancestoi-s of Mr. Woodbury originally came 
from England, and his parents, Luther and Cath- 
erine (Harbach) Woodbury, were both born at 
Sutton, Mass., in which place they long resided. 
They reared a family of ten children; Bemus; 
Parmelia; George B., of Muskegon County, Mich.; 
Giles T., the subject of this sketch; Catherine M.; 
Candace Sophia; Luther Dwight; William; Fran- 
cis J.; and W. H. 

Jesse G. T., the elder son of our subject, was born 
in Grand Haven, Mich., in 1861, but ever since his 
first year has been a resident of the farm where 
he now makes his home. His education was ac- 
quired in the district schools in Allendale Town- 



ship, and as soon as able he went with his half- 
brother, Frank J. Fox, on to the farm and con- 
tinued to till the soil until his younger brother 
was of age. He then purchased the latter's inter- 
est in the old home farm, consisting of one hun- 
dred and sixty acres, of which one hundred acres 
were well improved. On this farm is a fine apple 
orchard and he used to raise peaches extensively, 
but his trees were killed a few years ago by the 
hard winter. In the fall of 1892 Jesse Woodbur}- 
erected a plan ing-m ill and heading factory in com- 
pany with Dennis Bennett at Allendale Center, 
and since then he has devoted his time to milling, 
his farm being rented. He was married December 
23, 1887, to Miss Alice M. Walbrink, a native of 
this county and a daughter of Henry D. and Ke- 
ziah (Robinson) Walbrink, who were the parents 
of six children: Mary A., Alice M., Eva, Alidia. 
Jacob A., Emma A. (deceased) and Minnie K., wife 
of Eugene Velzy. The mother of these children 
is deceased, and after her death Mr. Walbrink mar- 
ried Mrs. Nellie D. Knowlton, and bv her became 
the father of two children, both of whom arc dead. 
Mr. Walbrink died in 1891. Mr. and Mrs. Wood- 
bur}' have two children, Genevieve and Eva W. , 
Mrs. Woodbury is a member of the Congregational 
Church and he is a meml)er of the Ancient Free 
& Acce[)ted Masons. Politically, he is a Repub- 
lican, and in 1893 was elected Township Treasurer. 
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J'OHN H. CHAPMAN, the efficient Super- 
visor of Whitehall, and a prominent insur- 
ance and real-estate man of the village, is a 
native of Martin, Allegan County, Mich.* 
and was born December 19, 1847. Our subject is 
the only son of Joseph H. and Annie (Casson) 
Chapman. The father, born in Schenectady Coun- 
ty, N. Y., was the son of John Chapman, who was 
born in Connecticut in about 1790. The paternal 
grandfather emigrated with liis parents to New 
York at a very early age, and there attained to 
manhood. The paternal great-grandfather, a man 
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returned to Michigan, and for a time devoted liim- 
self to the grocery business. Our subject finally 
obtained a tract of pine land. For a time he 
taught school near Big Rapids, but some time 
later removed to Allegan Count}^ and afterward, 
in the spring of 1872, came to Whitehall, and 
for three years he was employed here as book- 
keeper. At the expiration of this time, Mr. Chap- 
man once more sought his native county, and 
there engaged in the mercantile and mineral 
spring business. Afterward he operated a large 
farm at Ilesperia, and also taught school for six 
months, but in April, 1880, made Whitehall his 
permanent home. 

For SIX years our subject continued in the service 
of a large insurance agency, and then established 
himself in the same business, also handling real es- 
tate and giving a portion of his time to the steam- 
ship agency. A ix)pular man, of excellent execu- 
tive ability, Mr. Chapman was appointed Postmas- 
ter of Whitehall under Cleveland's first administra- 
tionand served with fidelity until April, 1892. In 
the same spring he was placed in no nination by 
his party as Supervisor, but the strength of the Re- 
publican party seemed to forbid his election. So 
great, however, was the popularity of our subject, 
that he easily won the race and, re-elected to the 
resix)nsible position in the spring of 189.*5, has ma- 
terially aided in the advancement of the best in- 
terests of his home locality. 

In 1874, were united in marriage John II. Chap- 
man and Miss Frances A. Baker, daughter of 
Thomas R. Baker, a native of Kngland. The 
mother of Mrs. Chapman was born in Wales. The 
estimable wife of our subject is a favorite with a 
large circle of friends, and is ever a ready aid in 
social and benevolent matters of her vicinity. 
Three children have blessed with their bright pres- 
ence the home of Mr. and Mrs. Chapman. Flor- 
ence M., the eldest, is a young lady of eighteen; 
Lizzie M. is sixteen years of age; and Lee M. is a 
promising boy of twelve. These young people, 
intelligent and ambitious, are enjoying the excel- 
lent educational facilities of Whitehall, and have 
before them the prospect of a prosperous future. 
Our subject is fraternally a prominent member of 
the Ancient Free cV Accepted Masons, and, likewise 



connected with the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, has passed one chair of the same order 
and worthily filled various offices in the camp. 
He is also an honorary member of the Maccabees. 
While not connected by membership with anj 
church, our subject contributes liberally to the 
support of religious organ izatious. Politically.! 
life-long Democrat, and a descendant of Jick- 
sonian ancestry, Mr. Chapman is an ardent advo- 
cate of the **Party of the P«ople/' and, aside from 
considerations of creed or political preference, fully 
commands the high regard of the entire commo- 
nity of Whitehall. 
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AMUEL MOUNTFORD is not only one of 
the representative citizens of the county. 
^ but as a business man is shrewd, practical 
and far-seeing, well qualified to discharge 
the neces^sary duties of life and well adapted to 
the active life he has led. lie is at present Justice 
of the Peace of Olive Township and is a merchant 
and the l*ostaiaster at West Olive, Mich. Mr. 
Mountford came originally from England, born in 
l^ur::lein, StnflPordshire, August 23, 1837, and is the 
youngest of six children l>orn to the union of 
George li. and Elizabeth (lioy) Mountford, natives 
also of that country. The father was a turner in 
a pottery in England, and there resided until 1847. 
when he decided to come to America. He settled 
in La (irange, Walworth County, Wis., and there 
purchased eighty acres of Government land, fol- 
lowing agricultural pursuits until his death, whicb 
occurred about 1854. His wife had passed away 
in 1849, leaving six children: Thomas, who resides 
in Minnesota; Esther, widow of George Austin, of 
White Water, Wis ; George B., who died leaving 
a family of children; Edna, widow of Denjaniin 
O. liradway, of Milwaukee, Wis.; Aaron, who 
died in Iowa; and Samuel, our subject 

Samuel Mountford received his early educa- 
tional training in England and Wisconsin, and 
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he removed to Cayuga County, N. Y.,and followed 
his trade until 1865. He then went to Oil County, 
Pa., where he spent three years, after which he re- 
turned to the State of his nativity, where he is now 
living retired. His wife died in Olean, Cattaraugus 
County, N. Y., in 1884, and he afterward married 
Miss Fuller. Mr. Clark is a member of the Prot- 
estant Baptist Church, and in politics is a Demo- 
crat. 

The subject of this sketch remained with his par- 
ents until entering the army at the age of nineteen. 
He enlisted in Company E, Fifth New York Cav- 
alry, in 1861, and was in the Eastern Array under 
Gen. Banks, participating in the battles of Win- 
chester, Spottsylvania Court House, Orange Court 
House, second battle of Bull Run, Marvian Hill 
and Gettysburg. He was wounded with a sabre at 
Orange Court House and was captured between 
Hagerstown and Williamston. At Belle Isle, where 
he was first taken, he remained for eight months, 
and was then sent to Andersonville, where he re- 
mained for six months and fifteen da vs. There he 
had charge of a squad at the stockade and proved 
of great assistance to the prison sufferers by divid- 
ing his rations with them. Sometimes the troops 
were almost starved and so ravenous did the}' be- 
come that on one occasion they killed a dog for 
food. Mr. Clark had charge of five hundred small- 
pox patients in the prison hospital for three months, 
but never suflPered from the disease. With three 
comi*ades he made his escape from the stockade, but 
the}' were recaptured by blood hounds. At length 
he succeeded in escaping by getting in the Union 
ranks at the time Sherman exchanged prisoners. 
Broken down by the hardship of war and the ill- 
treatment of prison life, when mustered outat Ce- 
dar Creek in October, 1864, he was a physical 
wreck. 

On his return from the army, Mr. Clark was em- 
ployed in a sawmill on the Alleghany River, in 
New York, and has continued the milling business 
during the greater part of his life, but since 1890 
Ijas practicall}' lived retired. In 1868, he left his 
native State, and, coming to Michigan, made a 
permanent location in Muskegon County. Since 
1868, he has lived in Twin Lake. Having home- 
steaded eighty acres of land, for the past three 



years he has devoted his energies entirely to its 
cultivation and improvement, and the farm now 
yields him a good income. 

In the Empire State, Mr. Clark and Miss Hattie, 
daughter of Rollin and Susan (Bveret) Pratt, wore 
united in marriage. Seven children were bom of 
their union, but three died in childhood. Those 
living are Frank, who married £mma McQueen; 
Charles, who married Myra McCrai; Fred A., who 
wedded Effie Buzzell; and Hattie M. The parents 
held membership with tlie Methodist Episco|«l 
Church. Socially, our subject is connected with 
the Masonic fraternity of Olean, N. Y., and witb 
Dick Whitehead Post No. 342, G. A. R., of Twin 
Ldike. In politics, he is a supporter of the 
principles of Republicanism and is nowserviogij 
Justice of the Peace, which office he has held for 
six yeai*s. During the quarter of a century which 
he has spent in Muskegon County, he has formed 
a wide acquaintance, and his honorable, upright 
career has gained him the good-will and confidence 
of all. 




JOHN STEGEMAN, an enterprising gencnl 
agriculturist and well-known citizen, ud 
for the past three years an active member 
.^^ of the School Board of Holland Township, 
Ottawa County, Mich., is a native of the Wolver- 
ine State and was born on the same farm where he 
now resides April 24, 1859. His parents, Mftnotf 
and Cornelia (Van Delaarc) Stegeman, wei^eboth 
natives of Europe. The paternal grandftther, 
James Stegeman, lived in the province of Overyssel, 
in the Netherlands. He owned and cultivated a 
farm and reared a large family of sons and daugh- 
ters, of whom the father of John Stegeman was 
the only one who ever came to the United iSUtes. 
The father remained with his parents until about 
thirty years of age. He received a good commcto- 
scliool education and learned the carpenter's trade, 
serving an apprenticeship of three years. He am- 
bitiously emigrated to the United States m liM7. 
and reaching port in safety Journeyed at once ti* 
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enjoyed the benefit of ft thorough course (com- 
mercial) in the Chicago High School. Having 
completed his studies, he learned the trade of a tin- 
ner, and for three years served an apprenticeship 
with Thomas George <fe Co., of Chicago. For a 
time after acquiring his trade Mr. Miller worked 
as a journeyman in the same locality, but finally, 
in 1866, removed from the familiar scenes of his 
youth and made Michigan his permanent home. 
Here for ten years in Muskegon he worked indus- 
triously at his trade, but in 1876 embarked in the 
hardware business upon his own account. Being 
thoroughly practical and entirely at home in the 
details of the trade, the venture of our subject was 
from the first an assured success, and in the Imnd- 
ling of farming implements and merchandise he 
has achieved especially gratifying results. 

The large and handsome store of which John A. 
Miller is proprietor is 44x1 25 feet and three stories 
in height and, built by our subject for the de- 
mands of his business, is light, airy and finely ar- 
ranged. Financiall}' prospered, Mr. Miller owns 
other valuable property in the residence part of 
Mubkegon and is accounted one of the substantial 
men of the city. In 1863 he enlisted in Company 
G, Fourth Board of Trade Regiment, Chicago, 
commanded by Col. McChesney, and with the 
Army of the Cumberland participated in many of 
the decisive battles of the long campaign, after a 
courageous service of two yeare being mustered 
out at Chicago in 1865. 

Upon the 30th of October, 1867, John A. Miller 
and Miss Isabella Galbraith were united in mar- 
riage. Mrs. Miller is a native of Scotland and a 
daughter of James Galbraith the descendant of a 
long line of noted Scotch ancestry. Of the four 
children who have blessed the union of our sub- 
ject and his estimable wife two are now surviving: 
John A., Jr., a promising student in the Muskegon 
Higli Si^hool, and Donald, a bright young lad, an 
attendant of the grammar school. Mr. and Mrs. 
Miller are valued members of the Episcopal Church 
and active aids in the leligious and benevolent 
work of their denomination. Their pleasant home, 
No. 25 Miller Avenue, Muskegon, is the frequent 
scene of social re-unions, the family enjoying a 
wide circle of old-time acquaintances and fully 



possessing the sincere regard and confidence o*^.^ 
many friends. 

Mr. Miller is a member of the Old Settlers' A-- 
sociation of Chicago and is fraternally connect^^^ 
with the Ancient Free <fe Accepted Masons, bei*:^^ 
a member of Lowell Moore Lodge No. 182, a. ^ 
affiliating with Muskegon Chapter No. 47, R A« ^f 
Our subject is likewise a member of Muske^^^ 
Council No. 54, R. <fe S. M. and is a member Qf 
Commandery No. 22, K. T. He is a paembcr ot 
Kearney Post No. 7, G. A. R., and is a popular 
member of the Caledonian Society. Possessed of 
executive business ability and enterprise, Mr. 
Miller aided in the organization of the Muskegon 
Savings Bank, was its efficient Vice-President 
three years and is now a Director. Politically a 
stanch Republican, he has ever been intimately 
associated with matters of public welfare, and 
from 1884 to 1886 as President of the Council 
of Muskegon materially aided in the promotion 
of local enterprise and improvements. 




JOHN J. NABER, a representative general 
agriculturist and enterprising citizen of sec. 
tion 35, Holland Township, Ottawa County? 
^^^^^ Mich., is a native of the Wolverine State, 
and was born on the same farm where he now re- 
sides in the year 1855. Our subject is a son of 
Johanas and Anna (Devries) Nuber, well-knowO 
and long-time residents of Holland. The paternf*-^ 
grandparents were John and Cora (Vanderscheer^ ^ 
Naber. The grandfather worked by the day as ' 
farmer, and lived and died in the Netherland 
The father, born in the Old Country May 17, 181: 
owned a small farm, but was obliged to work 
the day for others to eke out a living for his fai 
ily. Entering the service of the Government as 
soldier, he was tlius registered: ^'Reddish face, roui 
forehead, eyes brown, nose natural, hair black, 
marks on body.'* Entering the Eighteenth Re| 
ment he received his discharge September ^^ 
18Sl>. He married in the Netherlands, and ui 7^^ 
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liini and his estimable wife were born in the Old 
Country two children, one of whom died in the 
Netherlands and the other passed away while cross- 
ing the ocean. He emigrated to the United States 
in 1848, locating at once in Holland Township, 
Ottawa County, where he immediately purchased 
the farm upon which our subject now resides, 
forty-five acres of Government land, from which 
not even one tree had been cut. 

The father slept for thirty days in a bush shanty 
^w^hile looking for land and building a little one- 
room house from trees felled on his own acres. To 
tlie original purchase he added forty acres more, 
cfcll now cleared, cultivated highly, and improved 
^^vith excellent buildings. Of the five children 
lx)rn unto the parents, our subject is now the only 
one surviving. The father was a member of the 
c?hurch, a devout Christian man, and dying in Oc- 
1;ober, 1892, preceded his wife but a few months to 
%he better land, the mother passing away July 17, 
1893. Politically a Republican, the father was a 
liberal-spirited citizen of broad views and earnest 
purpose. Five years ago the parents left the farm 
and moved to Holland, June 29,,1888. Twoyeai*s 
later they removed to Zeeland, where they remained 
until their death. 

Our subject received his education in the com- 
mon sciiools of his home district and remained 
with his parents until lie had attained manhood. 
He was married at the age of twenty -one, upon his 
birthday, to Miss Alice, daughter of Johanas and 
Gertie (Ho::js) Hellenthal. The excellent wife of 
our subject was born in Fillmore Township, Ottawa 
County, in 1854. Her parents, natives of the 
Netherlands, emigrated to the United States in 
1848. Five intelligent children have brightened the 
pleasant home of Mr. and Mrs. Naber. One little 
One, Cora, died November 9, 1888, at the age of 
two years and four months. The surviving daugh- 
ters and son are in tiie order of their birth: Anna, 
•Jubanas, Gertie and Cora. 

Mr. Naber remained with his father, aiding in the 
ttianagcment and work of the farm until 1888, 
when he entered into full possession of the home- 
stead, containing cighty-tive acres, all improved. 
Mr. and Mrs. Naber are valued members of the 
Reformed Ciiurch, arc active in religious work. 



and are ever ready to do their part in the benev- 
olent enterprises of their homo locality. Politic- 
ally a Republican, our subject is interested in local 
advancement, and is numbered among the leading 
men and substantial citizens of Holland Township. 
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ILL] AM W. OWEN is one of the enter- 
prising and progressive business men of 
Muskegon, who gives his support and aid 
to all worthj' local enterprises, and does all in his 
power to advance the best interests of the com- 
munity. He is now engaged in the real-estate and 
insurance business, and his labors bring him in a 
good return. His home is situated at No. 167 
South Terrace Street, where he and his estimable 
wife keep oi^n house, their home being the abode 
of hospitality. 

The life record of our subject is as follows: He 
was born in Sussex Countj^ N. J., on the 15th of 
August, 1840, and is a son of Alpheusand Frances 
(Hinchman) Owen, both of whom were natives of 
New York. The father died in New Jersey, when 
his son William was a lad of only five summers. 
Our subject spent the days of his boyhood in the 
county of his nativity, and there began his educa- 
tion in the common schools. At the age of fif- 
teen he came to Michigan with his mother, loca- 
ting in Oakland County, where his education was 
completed. He there began his business career as 
a clerk, and in September, 1860, he came to Mus- 
kegon, where he engaged in clerking for two years. 
On the expiration of that period he formed a part- 
nership with S. B. Peck, his former employer, and 
continued in general merchandising, which busi- 
ness they carried on for some time. 

In 1863, Mr. Owen was united in marriage with 
Miss Armina E. Boyce, a native of Upper Canada, 
and unto them were born three children, but ail 
are now deceased. The year after his marriage, 
Mr. Owen received the appointment of Postmaster 
I of Muskegon, and was tiie first Postmaster of Mus- 
[ kegon whose appointment was confirmed by tiie 
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Senate. On the expiration of his first term he was 
re-appointed, and held the office for five years al- 
together, when he resigned. It was also Mr. Owen 
who drew the first postofficc order m this place. 
After handing in his resignation he opened sl sta- 
tionery and book store and carried on business in 
that line for several years, but at length sold out, 
in Maj', 1886, and l)egan his present business, 
which he has conducted successfully since. He is 
recognized as one of the leading real-estate and 
insurance agents of Muskegon. Mr. Owen built 
the first brick and stone building in this city, and 
in other ways has been prominently identified 
with its upbuilding and advancement. 

In political views our subject is a Republican, 
and for three yeara served as Chairman of the 
Board of Supervisors. He is now Chairman of 
the Building Committee which has in charge the 
erection of the new court house, which is now in 
process of construction. Socially, he is a member 
of Muskegon Lodge No. 140, A. F. <& A. M.; Mus- 
kegon Chapter No. 47, R. A. M., and Muskegon 
Commandery No. 22, K. T. He also belongs to 
Muskegon Lodge No. 92, L O. O. F. He has 
passed all the chairs in the Grand Encampment 
and the Grand Ix)dge of Michigan, has been Grand 
Patriarch of the same and is (4 rand Representa- 
tive to the Sovereign Grand Lodge. Mr. Owen is 
also Secretary of the Local Board of the Capital 
Investment Building and Ix)an Association, and 
throughout the community is widely and favor- 
ably known. 
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\|/_ ENHY J. I)E VRIES. This prominent and 
I' energetic young agriculturist of Holland 
Townsliip was born in 1865, one mile and 
*jj a-half from section 22, where he now resides. 
He is a son of John and Everdina (Rysdorp) 
DeVrios, and the i^randson of liernard and Alice 
Do Vrles, both parents and gran<lparents natives 
of the Netherlands. Bernard De Vries followed 



the occupation of a farmer, and was the owner of 
considerable land in his native country. He was 
married there, and before emigrating to the United 
States two of his children were born, John and 
Jerry. 

In 1847, the family crossed the ocean, hoping 
to achieve success in the New World. They liad 
just enough money to carry them across the 
Atlantic, and as it took them six weeks to make 
the voyage they landed in New York with very 
little means. The fertile soil of the West tempted 
them to turn their faces in that direction, and 
they found their way to Holland, Mich., where 
they bought forty acres of land, one and a-half 
miles east of our subject's residence. One child, 
Bernard, was born after reaching this country. 
This worthy and much esteemed old couple are 
still living, and both have reached the advanced 
age of eighty-eight years, having married at the 
age of twenty-five. Mr. De Vries is a consistent 
member of the First Reformed Church of Zeeland, ^ 
and he and his wife have ever been classed amon 
the best and worthiest citizens of the community ^ 

John De Vries; the father of our subject, firs* 
saw the light of day in 1836. He received hise 
ucation principally in the common schools of tl^r 
Netherlands. Until twenty years of age he r 
mained under the parental roof, and then marrl 
Miss Everdina Rysdorp, who came with her pare 
from the Netherlands to this country at an eaLr 
date. After marriage, Mr. I>e Vries bought si 
acres of land in this township, near his fath< 
farm, and as the property was wild and uncu 
vated, he began at once to improve and m 
a home. To the original tract he added fc- 
time to time, until he liecame the owner of 
hundred and ninety-five acres in Ottawa Cou 
In addition to this he acquired eighty acre: 
Muskingum Count}', and this he owns at pres 

Renting his land, Mr. De Vries embarked in '^^he 
milling business on the farm now owned by <^ ^f" 
subject, and was engaged in this enterprise 'f'oi' 
twentj'-five years, reaping substantial results Jo 
the mean time. Ijiter he engaged in milling^ ''^ 
Antrim County, and finally bought the entity 
mill and $<tock. This mill and two hundred ilup"- 
sand feet of lumber were destroyed by fire in ,hni**' 
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1893, and as there was no insurance all was lost. 
Mr. De Vries and his worthy wife make their home 
in Grand Rapids Mich. The five children born to 
them were in the order of their birth: Benjamin 
a dentist residing in Holland; Minnie, widow of 
J. Moerdyk; Henry J., our subjegt; Albert J., re- 
siding in Grand Rapids; and Katie, the wife of Al- 
bert C. Keppel, of Holland. 

The original of this notice was educated in the 
district schools of his native county, and in Hope 
C^ollege, Holland. He was early trained to the 
arduous duties of the farm, and it was but natural 
that when starting out for himself he should 
<;hoose agriculture for his calling in life. He was 
xoarrled in 1888 to Miss Dena, daughter of Wesley 
And Elizabeth Nibbelink, and two children have 
been given them, John W. and Elizabeth H. 8o- 
<;ially, our subject is a member of the Third Re- 
formed Church of Holland. In politics, he affili- 
ates with the Republican party. He commenced 
farming operations as a renter, and now has control 
of one hundred and fifteen acres of his father's 
land. He is enterprising and progressive and will 
undoubtedly gain success in life. 





LBERTUS VANDER HAAR, a prosperous 
general farmer, highly respected citizen, 
and the Township Clerk of Holland, Ot- 
tawa Countv, was elected in 1879 Justice 
of the Peace, and for twelve consecutive yeai*sably 
discharged the duties of the office and gave general 
Satisfaction to the entire community among whom 
he so wisely administered the law. Mr. Vander 
Haar, a native of the State and county, was born 
On the same farm which he now so industriously 
cultivates in the year 1850. His parents, well- 
known residents of the township, were Walter and 
Henrietta (Deweord) Vander Haar. The father was 
a son of Johnai^d Mary (Groothuis) Vander Haar. 
The paternal grandfather owned land, upon which 
he contUicted successfully a dairy business. lie 
reared to usefulness a family of eight children, 



five of whom emigrated to the United States. 
Hein resides in Holland; Grace is the wife of 
John Visscher; Elizabeth, deceased, was the wife 
of A. Venema; and Jane H. married Mr. Vandeberg, 
of Holland. Walter, the father of our subject, 
remained with his parents unil he had attained 
to mature years. He received a good common- 
school education, and as he grew older deter- 
mined to make his home in America. 

In 1846, in company with a brother and two 
sisters, all single, Walter Vander Haar sailed for the 
United States. Possessed of but little means, the 
party embarked on a sailing-vessel and were sev- 
enty days crossing the ocean to New Orleans, where 
they finally landed safe and sound. In a short 
time Walter made his way to St Louis, where he 
spent one winter, working by the day. He then 
journeyed to Michigan, and, locating in Holland, 
bought eighty acres of land of Or. Van Raalte. 
Afterward selling that farm, the father purchased 
the one hundred ani forty acres of valuable land 
where our subject now makes his home. The land, 
then partially cleared, is now one of the finest 
farms in this section of the o^untr}', and presents 
an appearance of thrift and prosperity. In 1848 
Walter Vander Haar was united in marriage with 
Henrietta, the daughter of Albert and Jennie 
Deweord, natives of the Netherlands, who came to 
the United States with their family in 1847. The 
mother had been well educated in her native land, 
and, a woman of ability and fine character, was 
well fitted to assume the cares of a family. 

Six children blessed the home of the parents. 
The eldest, Albertus, is our subject; Mary married 
G. Smeeng; the others are John, Jennie, Christina 
(married to A.J. Bolks) and William. The father 
and his wife were active members of the Reformed 
Church of Holland, and were ever ready to lend a 
helping hand in religious or benevolent work. Po- 
litically a Republican, he took a deep interest in 
Governmental affairs, and, identifying himself 
with all the vital interests of his American home, 
was deeply mourned as a true citizen when he 
passed to his rest in 1874. The mother, yet sur- 
viving and hale and hearty, makes her home with 
our subject, who took charge of the farm after the 
death of his father. Mr. Vander Haar has added 
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KV. HENRY E. D0SKP:R is pastor of 
the Third Reformed Church, of Holland, 
Mich., and was born in the Netherlands, 
^^[^ near the city of Utrecht, February 5, 1855i 
a son of Rev. Nicholas H. Dosker, a minister of 
the Christian Reformed Church of that country. 
In 1873 he came to America as pastor of the Sec- 
ond Reformed Chui-ch of Grand Rapids, which 
position he held for ten years thereafter, when he 
became pastor of the Firht Reformed Church at 
Kalamazoo. While discharging his duties tiiere 
he was called from his labors, his death occurring 
in 1887. His wife was Wilhelmina De Ronde, a 
descendant of an old and prominent Huguenot 
family, and their union resulted in the birth of 
nine children, of whom the subject of tliis sketch 
was the third in order of birth, only three of the 
othei-snow living. Rev. Nicholas H. Dosker was a 
very prominent cliurch worker and he co-operated 
in strengthening a large number of churches of 
his denomination throughout the State of Michi- 
gan wliich had run down in membership, his ca- 
reer in this work being one of uninterrui)ted suc- 
cess. His widow survives him and is living at 
Grand Rapids. 

Rev. Henry E. Dosker received his early cduca- 
tion in the gymnasium at Zwolle, Holland, from 
which well-known institution of learning he grad- 
uated in 1^7.'{. Immediately afUtv finishini' his 
education he came to America, and resided for a 
time !it (irniid Kapids, Mich., after which he con- 
tinued to pursue thr paths of learning at Hope 
College, and from this institution he was also 



twenty acres to the original homestead, has planted 
out a large space in celery, raises grain and other 
products, and rents a portion of the land. He re- 
ceived a good education in the district schools, 
and as a private citizen and in the conduct of 
public ollices entrusted to his care has proven 
himself a man of high principle and executive 
ability. • 



graduated, in 1876. When he came to this coun- 
try he could not speak a word of English, but he 
was quick and intelligent, and was soon able to 
make himself understood in that most difficult of 
languages. After finishing his Hternry studies in 
Hope College, he began the study of theolog}' 
in that institution, and later in the Refornied 
Seminary, at New Brunswick, N. J. In April 
1879, he graduated from McCormick Seminary, a 
Presb^'terian institution, after which he traveled 
in Kurope for about six months. Upon hisretora 
he located at Ebenezer, Mich., as pastor of the Re^ 
formed Church, which position he filled from 1879 
until February, 1882, when he was called to the 
First Reformed Church at Grand Haven, of which 
he remained pastor until August, 1886. He then 
became Professor of Historical Theology at the 
Western Seminary of the Reformed Church of 
America, at Holland, Mich. In 1888 be made a 
second tour through Europe, traveling thoroughly 
over the Netherlands and Germany, but gladly 
returned to his adopted country in 1889,aodsooD 
after accepted the position of pastor of thechordi 
with which he is at present connected. His labors 
in the vineyard of his Master have been earnest, 
conscientious and energetic, and he hai> succeeded 
in increasing the membei*ship of his congregariofl 
until it now has about two hundred and sixtr 

* 

meml)ers. The church is a handsome, convenieot 
and well-constructed building, an ornament tu 
the cit}', and is furnished with the finest pipe organ 
in the county. 

Rev. Mr. Dosker was first married September 19, 
1879, to Miss Frances L., a daughter of llenrr 
Doorninck. She was born in Grand Rapids, and 
died on the 31st of May, 1880, and on the 21st of 
February, 1882, Rev. Mr. Dosker took for hissecond 
wife Miss Minnie, a daughter of D. Doorninck. 
and a cousin of his first wife. She was b<im io 
Milwaukee, Wis., and has borne her husband three 
children: Kmelia O., Nicholas H. and Richard J. 
Rev. Mr. Dosker is a man of refined tastes, yet} 
highly cultivated, and is quite a gifted writer. He 
has contributed to papers, magazines, etc. Hiv< 
chief literary work is a biography of Dr. A. C.Vm 
Raaite, the founder of the Dutch settlement in 
Michigan. Our subject is the clerk of the Coud- 
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cil of Hope College, in the welfare of which he is 
deeply interested. He has ministered to the spir- 
itual wants of his fellow-men for the past four- 
teen yeai*s, and his career has been ever honorable 
and upright. During this time his name has 
been inseparably linked with the religious history 
of Michigan, whose annals bear testimony to the 
integrity of his character and the brilliancy of his 
mental powers. He is a man of strong will, clear 
conceptions, generous impulses, and scrupulously 
mindful of the rights of others. His life has been 
sing^ularly pure, and all his acts are strongly char- 
£kcteristic of good, sound sense. His sermons are 
tierse in style, firm in diction, logical in thought, 
^nd yet free from all ostentatious display, being 
tilled with Biblical citations, historic references 
««.nd earnest, religious pathos. He is a diligent 
student and a ripe scholar, and the world is de- 
c^idedly better for his having lived in it. 
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-^l j^ILLIAM PECK, an enterprising business 
man and leading: hardware merchant of 



w 



Montague, Muskegon County, Mich., is 
s^lsoan efficient Supervisor of the township, and has 
l^jcld with faithful discharge of duty various im- 
;Sx>rtant official positions of trust, and has long been 
^3losely indentified with the progressive interests of 
liis home locality. Mr. Peck, a native of Oxford, 
Ontario, was born on the 2()th of March, 1843, 
«.nd was the youngest of the two sons of Lynus 
«.nd Sarah (Ehle) Peck. The father, born in Penn- 
sylvania in 1805, was the eldest of the three sons 
of Joseph Peck, born in Connecticut in 1754. 

The great-grandfather, Abram Peck, was the 
son of Joseph Peck, an Englishman by nativity, 
but who early in the seventeenth century emi- 
grated to this country and settled in New Eng- 
land, in company witii two brolher:>, one of wliom 
was a preacher. The paternal gri\il-<^randfathcr 
was a brave soldier in the W;ir of the Revolution, 
and it is said that his good wife, also carrying a 
gun, fought with patriotism by his side. The 



grandfather, while yet young, emigrated from 
Connecticut to Pennsylvania and became a pros- 
perous farmer of the Quaker State. He was a 
man of fine musical ability, and gained consid- 
erable notoriet}' during the War of 1812, in which 
he served as a fifer. On one occasion he came in 
close contact with a Tory, from whose hands he 
wrenched a musket, which he proceeded to use 
with good effect, playing his fife when it was nec- 
essary to inspire the soldiers, and also loading and 
firing the gun. For this gallant conduct he was 
given the name of the "fighting fifer." He lived 
to witness nearly a century of the rapid progress 
and development of the United States, surviving 
until ninety-seven years of age, when he passed 
away near Rochester, N. Y. The father of our 
subject was separated in childhood from the other 
members of his family, and but very little is known 
concerning his two brothers. 

In 1831 Lynus Peck located in Grand Rapids, 
but soon returned to Canada, and remained there 
until the '50s, when he brought his family to 
Michigan and settled in Van Buren County, where 
he resided for many years. Finally removing to 
Newaygo County, he passed away in that locality 
in 1871. He was a man of more than ordinary 
ability and of strong character, and, although 
often urged to accept a nomination to an office, 
positively refused to do so. Sarah Ehle, the mother 
of Mr. Peck, was the daughter of vSturnburg Ehle, 
who was of Holland descent. Born in Otsego, 
N. Y., Mrs. Sarah (Ehle) Peck, yet surviving, lives 
alone upon the old homestead in Newaygo Coun- 
ty, and although arrived at almost eighty years of 
age is well preserved and vigorous. Of the chil- 
dren who clustered about the fireside of the par- 
ents, Abram is now a prominent lumberman and 
an extensive farmer in Lewis County, Wash., 
Mahala married Joseph De Haven, a successful 
lumberman and farmer of Newaygo County; and 
Rosetta married Royal Rummer field, a prosperous 
general agriculturist of Michigan. 

Our subject was a boy of seventeen when, with 
with his parents, he found a permanent home in 
Michigan. What schooling he enjoyed he re- 
ceived before he was thirteen years of age, as he 
then began to earn his daily bread by picking up 
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cobblestones at #4 per month. The first four 
years after the arrival of Mr. Peck in Michigan he 
worked out on a farm at very low wages, and in 
1863, when but twenty years old, journeyed to 
Kansas, where he received employment from the 
United States Government at Ft. Leavenworth 
as a scout on the Western frontier, in Kansas, 
Texas, Arkansas and New Mexico. He experi- 
enced many adventures and hair-breadth escapes 
from scenes of peril. In 1865 Mr. Peck returned 
to Michigan, and soon after married Miss Jennie 
Beattie, born in Canada, but of Scotch ancestry. 
For two years our subject was engaged in tilling 
the soil in Van Buren County, and later was em- 
ployed for two years in the lumber camps of 
northern Michigan. He was afterward for one 
year in business in Dorr, Allegan County. Having 
picked up telegraphy in his spare moments, our 
subject secured work as operator at Grand Junc- 
tion, but after a time accepted a position as a 
conductor on the New Buffalo Railroad to Mus- 
kegon. At the end of a twelvemonth Mr. Peck 
became the proprietor and manager of the Rail- 
road Eating House at Grand Junction, and for 
two years there provided for the wants of the 
traveling public. For thirteen continuous years 
he was connected with the lumber manufacturing 
business in various places, the latter part of the 
time being located near Montague. 

In 1885 our subject established his present gen- 
eral hardware and farming-implement business, 
and now conducts one of the largest stores and 
handles one of the most extensive stocks in this 
part of the Slate. Mr. and Mrs. Peck are the par- 
ents of three children. William M., married and 
the father of one child, is interested with our sub- 
ject in business; Edna B. and Eddie L. are at 
home. Politically, Mr. Peck, the descendant of an 
old Democratic family, is true to the precepts and 
principles of Thomas Jefferson, and wherever he 
has made his home has taken an active part in 
the local councils of the "Part 3' of the People.*' 
In the face of Republican opposition he was elected 
to the responsible position of Supervisor, was 
Treasurer of the Democratic County Convention 
for two years, Justice of the Peace five years. 
Township Treasurer two years, and is a valued 



member of the Democratic County Centra 
mitttee. In the fall of 1892 our subject 
candidate in the convention for the nom 
of Sheriff, but through a compromise wii 
Fraternally, Mr. Peck is a prominent i 
of the Ancient Free <& Accepted Maso 
Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the I 
of Pythias, Royal Ai*canum and the Mac 
He has passed the chairs in the Royal Ar 
and was delegate to the Grand Lodge twi 
likewise delegate to the Great Tent of tfa 
cabees. In his business, social and fratemi 
tions Mr. Peck commands universal estee 
enjoys the sincere friendship of a host of ac<^ 
ances. 



s 
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OKUS RANTERS, editor. The man 
edits the Weekly Journal must be there 
ly posted, wide-awake, and must unden 
the wants of his patrons to be suoce; 
and that Rokus Kanters possesses these esse 
requirements cannot be doubted, for his paper 
De Hope, has a large circulation, and as it is ; 
lished in the Dutch language, has an exten 
patronage among the people of Ottawa Cou 
Mr. Kanters was born at Goedereede, an islan 
the North Sea, between Brouwershaven and 
new waterway to Rotterdam, Holland, Jam 
5, 182G. His grandfather, father and three br< 
ers followed the profession of hydraulic engiD 
in g, after the method especially adopted and pi 
ticed in the kingdom of Holland for the e 
struction of harbors, break-waters, dikes, cr 
levees, etc., and their services were often requii 
in the construction of coast defenses and harl 
works by the Dutch Government. 

From the time Rokus Kanters was thirteen ya 
of age until he was sixteen years old he assist 
his father in numerous surveys along the coa 
and was thoroughly instructed in all tlie detai 
of coast and harbor works durin": the samm 
months. His wintei*s were s|>ent in altendiii 
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school, but after his sixteenth year his entire time 
was devoted to harbor and coast construction, and 
when eighteen years old he was sufficiently well 
versed to superintend the construction of sev- 
eral minor works. When twenty years old he 
i¥as placed in charge of some important shore 
construction on the island of Tien Gemeeten, and 
it was successfully carried on according to plans 
'f uimished b}' the Government engineers. In 1849 
bis parents, who by frugality and industry had 
l)ecome well-to-do, caught the Western fever, and 
accordingly sailed for America, but at that time 
Hokus Kanters was not inclined to leave his na- 
"tive country, and decided to remain and succeed 
%i) his father's former position, and in the fall of 
1848 he received his first contract, a work that 
involved thirt3' thousand guilders and was of a 
"very important nature. Until 1862 he pursued 
this work along the coast of southern Holland 
and Zeeland, his work being always admirably 
<1one and showing an excellent knowledge of en- 
gineering. In 1862 he complied with the entreaties 
of his parents and came to America, but up to the 
present time has not entirely given up his old 
profession, but, on the contrary, has constructed 
several important works for the United States 
Government at Black Lake, Mich.; Chicago, 111.; 
on the Brazos River at Velasco, Tex.; Buffalo, 
N. Y.; the Lehigh Valley Railroad; Prosi>ect Park; 
Coney Island, N. Y., and elsewhere. Not only 
have he and his sons made this branch of engin- 
eering their study and business for years, but it 
may be truly said that there is no firm in the 
United States with a more thoroughly practical 
knowledge of their business than that of K. Kan- 
ters <fe Sons. 

During his residence in Holland, Mich., Mr. 
Kanters has become very favorably known as a 
useful, patriotic and God-fearing man. He has 
been an Alderman of the city for two terms, and 
also Mayor for one term. He is an active mem- 
ber of the Reformed Church, and has always taken 
a deep interest in promoting its interests and 
growth. He has always manifested a great inter- 
e>t in the suecesM of Hoik* College, of Holland, 
Mich., and the cause of education lins always 
found in him a stanch supporter. He is blessed 



with a highly accomplished family, consisting of 
his wife, five sons (all men of culture and prac- 
tical intelligence) and two daughters. He has 
ever been a shrewd and far-seeing man of busi- 
ness, keenly alive to his own interests, but never 
at the expense of others or of his own ideas of 
right and justice. He has numerous friends in 
his native land, and the circle of his friendship 
here is wide and constantly on the increase. 





OL. T. S. WATSON, the popular and genial 
proprietor of the Watson House, White- 
hall, Muskegon County, Midi., has furn- 
ished superior accommodations to transient guests 
and the local public in his present locality since 
1878. A man of excellent business ability, he has 
gained a host of friends and is a thoroughly courte- 
ous landlord, attentive and entirely at home in 
every detail of his daily cares. He was bom in 
Watertown, N. Y., May 23, 1845, and was the only 
son of S. J. B. and Sylvia (Slate) Watson. His 
father, born in Dublin in 1814, emigrated from Ire- 
land to America when quite young, settling in 
Watertown, N. Y. He had a sister who, when last 
heard from, was a music teacher in Montreal, 
Canada. • 

The father was twice married, his first wife be- 
ing the mother of our subject. Sylvia Slate was 
born on Grand Stone Island, in the St. Lawi*ence 
River, her people having located on the island, 
which still remains among the possessions of the 
Slate family. The mother died when Col. Wat- 
son was but a little lad of five years, and the fa- 
ther b}' a second marriage had one son and one 
daughter. This son, S, H. Watson, was for sev- 
eral years Register of Deeds for Muskegon County, 
and now holds an oflilce in the Pension Depart- 
ment at Washington. Mary Ellen, the half-sister, 
died at twent^'-one yeai*s of age. 

The father of our subject, a teacher in his early 
life and later an architect of Washington, in 1854 
removed to Michigan, and, landing at the mouth 
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of While Rirer, put a filing on the first piece of 
land recorded in Muskegon County. As a con- 
tractor, lie built the first sawmill at Ludinglon for 
George Ford, and was one of the prominent and 
enterprising pioneers of Muskegon County. Oc- 
cupying various official positions of trust with 
eflSciency, he served as Justice of the Peace, was 
Supervisor, SheriflP before Muskegon County was 
organized, and Postmaster under Buchanan. He 
died in 1885, leaving a valuable estate. His last 
wife yet survives him and resides in Montague. 
After the death of his mother our subject lived 
with his grandmother for four years, when, his 
father marrying again, he returned to him. 

The Colonel was eleven years of age when he 
accompanied his parents to Michigan, and while 
growing up literally worked in the wilderness, 
receiving but a common-school education. He 
was sixteen years of age when the war broke out, 
but promptly at the demand of the Government 
for three hundred thousand more, he enlisted, June 
15, 1861, in Company E, Second Michigan Cav- 
alry, Phil Sheridan's old. regiment. He served in 
the Western Division of the army for a little more 
than a 3'ear, and August 27, 1862, was transferred 
to Company F, Fifth Michigan Cavalry, and the 
September following was sent to Washington. He 
was then detached from his command and detailed 
to the headquarters of Gen. Kearny as Corps Dis- 
patch Courier, a most important position of trust 
for a bov in his teens. Later, Col. Watson was 
appointed on the staff of Gen. Custer as Dis|)atch 
Courier, and afterward was Corps Dispatch Cour- 
ier for Gen. Kilpatrick, and finally became Dis- 
patch Courier for the Army of the Potomac under 
Gen. King. 

On October 10, 1863, when Lee and Longstreet 
advanced on the Union army a second time, at 
Brandy Station, Mr. Watson was taken prisoner and 
thrown into Libby. From Libby he was trans- 
ferred to Thunder Castle, and thence to Belle Isle, 
where he endured most terrible privations and 
sufferings during the early part of the cold winter 
of i864. He was finall}' sent to Andersonville, 
where he endured tortures for eleven months. The 
advance of the Union army obliged the Confed- 
erates to change the quarters of their prisoners. 



'sr. 



and with many others our subject was forwarded 
to Kahoba, Ala., Savannah, Ga., Charleston, 8. C, 
Sullivan's Island, and thence to Florence, S. C. 
They were finally lodged in Salisbury, N. C.,from 
which place they were at la&t liberated by the raid 
of Stoneman, who set free at least seventeen hun- 
dred wretched prisoners. When freed after eigh- 
teen months of cruel imprisonment, our subject 
was literally reduced to a skeleton. Sent on to 
headquarters, he wad accorded a furlough and re- 
mained at home until July 12, 1865, when he was 
discharged b}' telegraphic order from Washington, 
having served faithfully over four years. 

Col. Watson embarked in the steamboat busi- 
ness on White Lake soon after, and continued in 
the same until 1868, when he went to Watertown, 
N. Y., and joined a party organized to go to the 
Black Hills. He was not long absent, however, 
from Watertown, but soon returning thither was 
united in marriage with Mrs. Eva Phelps, a widow^ 
and the daughter of Dr. William J. Lone, an ol<E^ M^ld 
army surgeon. Mrs. Watson had two brotherft-^^„ 
and four sisters. The brothers are deceased. BelU^^n^ 
married L. B. Sterling, son of Judge Steriin^^ «--,» 
now connected with the i)aper-mills of WatertowcK: -vu* 
Clara married Charles Gill, who is connected wxW^ ^|^ 
the wagon-works at Watertown; Ix>ttie marri^ ^^d 
Thomas Brun, an attorney at Watertown. 

Immediately succeeding his marriage, Col. W 
son with his wife located in Brock ville, where 
was in the contracting business, under the fi 
name of Watson <fe Comstock. For a numbe 
years he was in the lumber and timber busin 
traveling through Canada, and later was en 
in the oil business between the United States 
Canada, up to 1878. At this latter date theC 
onel returned to Whitehall, and has since cont^^Bnu 
ously devoted himself to the hotel business v^^wilh 
prosperous results. During his busy career he ^s— has 
energetically made and unfortunately lost se^/^i^areral 
fortunes. Five children blessed the home, t- s hree 
now living. Ella is the wife of J. W. Ocot=K>ck. 
Jr., teller of the Whitehall Savings Bank; l^^VHl- 
iam J. and Wordwell B. are connected with — Mheir 
father in the hotel business. September 21, &^ 892, 
the estimable wife and mother passed to her rest, 
mourned b^' a large circle of sincere friends. 
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Politically, Col. Watson is a Republican, and is 
a prominent Grand Army man. From his posi- 
tion in the post at Whitehall, our subject re- 
ceived his title, by which he is known far and 
wide. He is a valued member of the Knights of 
Honor and of the Independent Order of Odd Fel- 
lows, and is a Master Mason. A man of broad and 
generous soul, he commands the confidence and es- 
teem of ail his fellow-townsmen and a large con- 
tingent of the traveling public. 
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OHN M. CORNELIUS, a successful general 
agriculturist and fruit-grower of Ottawa 
County, Mich., recently re-elected, is now 
^^^^ serving his seventh year as Justice of the 
Peace, and for many years, as School Inspector, 
has given valuable aid in the advancement of ed- 
ucational interests. The father of our subject, 
William Cornelius, a native of Dutchess County, 
N. Y., and born in about 1805, was, on the pater- 
nal side, a descendant of English aucestoi*s, his 
maternal forefathers being sturdy and industrious 
Germans. One hundred and fifty-two years ago, 
upon Long Island, the branch of the Cornelius 
family to which our subject belongs made their 
home. The father remained in the county of his 
birth until, at the age of twenty -one, he was 
united in marriage with Miss Mary Ann Wood, 
with whom he then removed to Wayne County, of 
the Empire State, and for six years made his resi- 
dence in that locality. He then settled in Monroe 
County, in the town of Hush, twelve miles south 
of Rochester, and for three years sojourned there. 
At the expiration of that time he emigrated to 
Michigan and settled temporarily in Oakland 
County in 185L At the close of a twelvemonth he 
removed to Adrian, Lenawee County, where he 
died at a comparatively early age. He was a farm- 
er, and spent the latter yeai^ of his life in tilling 
the soil, but up to twenty-five years of age prosper- 
ously conducted the shoe business. His family con- 
sisted of four daughters and one son, all of whom. 



surviving, are, with the exception of our subject, 
residing upon farms in Lenawee County, Mich. 

John M. Cornelius was bom in Dutchess County, 
N. Y., and remained there until about two years 
of age. He later accompanied his parents to the 
West, locating in Michigan shortly after attain- 
ing his majority. He was primarily educated in 
the district schools of western New York, and 
completed his studies in the seminary at Luna, 
N. Y., afterward, at the age of nineteen yeara, en- 
gaging in the profession of teaching. After teach- 
ing for seven terms and giving satisfaction as an 
instructor, he later held a position in Adrian Col- 
lege for one year as Professor of Science and 
Mathematics. 

Mr. Cornelius entered the estate of matrimony 
in Oakland County, Mich., there being united in 
marriage with Miss Anna P. Russell, a teacher of 
Detroit and daughter of well-known i*esidents of 
Long Island. Our subject, married at the age of 
twenty-five, then engaged in the manufacture of 
shoes in Adrian, Mich., and remained in the latter 
city fourteen years. Abandoning the shoe busi- 
ness on account of failing health, Mr. Cornelius, in 
1887, located on his present homestead, and en- 
tered into agricultural pursuits, prosperously cul- 
tivating a fine variety of fruit. Originally own- 
ing three hundred and forty -six acres, he has since 
disposed of one hundred and five actes, and on the 
two hundred and forty-one remaining profitably 
raises a large variety of products, and furnishes 
for shipment some of the finest peaches and ap- 
ples grown in the State. The four sons and two 
daughters of the household are Charles S., Will- 
iam R., Anna Maria, Mary Bertha, Louis Alexis 
and Harold Comfort. Bertha is a successful teacher 
in Grand Rapids. Anna Maria is married. Charles 
is a skillful mechanic of Grand Rapids. William 
is a railroad man and now resides in Chicago. 
Louis is in the wholesale business in Chicago. 
Harold has for the past two years been in Chicago, 
engaged in steam and gas fitting. 

Mr. Cornelius is the present Secretary of the 
School Board, and, an ardent friend to extended 
education, has materially aided in the advance- 
ment of the scholarship and methods of instruc- 
tion in the district schools of his home county. 
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Our subject and his worthy wife and their family, 
except the youngest sons, are all professors of re- 
ligion, and are valued membei*s of the Congrega- 
tional Church and take a leading part in the 
social and benevolent enterprises of that denom- 
ination. Politically a Republican from the organ- 
ization of the party, Mr. Cornelius is deeply in- 
terested in both local and national issues, and 
occupies a high place in the home councils of the 
party, where his executive ability and clear judg- 
ment are appreciated and fully recognized. 



V 
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S^ ANDREW FLEMING, the efficient book- 



keeper of Smith, Nims, Hoyt (fe Erwin, the 
/4i\\\ widely-known and prosperous law firm of 
^ Muskegon, Mich., has been for a quarter 
of a century a leading resident of the city, and 
for the two terms of 1889 and 1891 gave able 
service to the corporation as Alderman of the 
Fifth Ward. Our subject, a native of the city of 
Chicago, III., was born January 29, 1859, and is 
the son of William Fleming, born and reared in 
old Ireland, and the descendant of industrious 
and upright ancestors, whose useful infiucnce in- 
sured them a high position in their native land. 
The father enjoyed excellent educational advant- 
ages, and, a young man of enterprise and ambition, 
emigrated to America and settled in New York 
City, where he profitably engaged in business as a 
contractor and builder. He, later journeyed to 
the West and located in Chicago, which metropo- 
lis he made his home for twenty continuous years. 
At the expiration of this length of time, in 1868, 
he removed to Muskegon, and here prosperously' 
engaged in contracting and building until the 
time of his death, in 1874. 

During hisyear^ of residence in the latter city, Mr. 
Fleming, Sr., made a large acquaintance and many 
friends, by whom his death was sincerely mourned 
as a public loss. He was, politically, a Democrat, 
and a firm believir in the principles and platform 



of the party. In early manhood William wi 
united in marriage with Miss Sai*ah Alexandei 
and his estimable widow, yet surviving, contJDue 
her residence in Muskegon. Our subject, spend 
ing the days of his boyhood in his birthplace, at 
tended the Chicago schools, and, accompanj'JDgbi 
father to Muskegon wlien fourteen years of age 
afterward was graduated with honor from tin 
Muskegon High hk;hooU in the Class of '76. Im 
mediately upon the completion of his studies, Mr 
Fleming received employment from Frank H. Hoi- 
brook, with whom he remained for three years 
Our subject then accepted a position in the office 
of the Chicago & West Michigan Railroad, where 
he was engaged for some time. He later became 
book-keeper of the Hackley National Bank of Mus- 
kegon, and continued with that financial institu- 
tion for a twelvemonth. 

In 1881, entermg upon the duties of his present 
position with one of the most prominent law firm? 
of the Wolverine State — the partners widely koomi 
for their professional ability and success as plead- 
ers at the Bar — Mr. Fleming received full chai]?e 
of all the books of the firm, and is in reality tbe 
business manager. Political I3' a pronounced Re- 
publican and an ardent advocate of the "Partvof 
Reform," he has ever since attaining his majoriij 
entered with enthusiasm into all the vital issoe:^ 
of the day, and has been among the youn^ Re- 
publicans of his home localit3'a leader. Possessed 
of executive ability and a fluent speaker, his pres- 
ence in the political gatherings has animated tbe 
local party to renewed exertions and success. As 
the candidate of the Republican party for Al- 
derman in 1889 and 189.1, he proved a favor- 
ite, and in the conduct of public work won tiit 
renewed esteem of his constituents, in whose serv- 
ice he ever labored diligently. While a City Ft- 
ther, Mr. Fleming aided in the promotion of pro- 
gressive interests and urged onward the nuutii 
of improvement which is giving Muskegon 1 
prominent place among the first cities of the Wol- 
verine State. Our subject with his accoinpli^bed 
mother resides in the handsome family residence, 
No. 152 Terrace Street, and in business and social 
relations enjoys the confidence of a host of sincere 
friends. 



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 



501 



jf? EONARD 8TICKNEY, by trade a carpenter 
ll /^ and builder, and a successful general agri- 
/■'--^ culturist and fruit-grower of Ottawa Coun- 
ty, Mich., is one of the brave veterans of the late 
Civil War, and, an early resident and highly re- 
spected citizen of the Wolverine State, is widely 
known and highly esteemed by a large circle of 
old-time acquaintance. His father, David S. Stick- 
ney, a native of Vermont, attained to matui*e age 
in the Green Mountain State, and received a good 
education in the excellent schools of his birth- 
place. Arriving at manhood, he married, and 
later, with his wife, made his home in Canada, 
where he took up about five hundred acres of 
land, which he diligently cultivated, and made 
thereon substantial improvement. The following 
children gathered in the Canadian home: David, 
Jonathan, Parker and John. Later the father 
married Hannah Purse, by whom he had three 
children, Leonora, Elizabeth and Mary Ann. All 
of the brothei-s and sisters are now deceased with 
the exception of our subject, the father of the 
family having also passed to his rest in 1841, af- 
ter a long life of busy and enterprising industry. 

Our subject was t)orn in Potten, Canada, and 
remained in the home of his childhood until he 
was nineteen years of age, well improving the 
advantages for instruction offered in the public 
schools of the Dominion. Beginning life for him- 
self when less than twenty years of age, he jour- 
neyed to Wisconsin and made the Badger State 
his home for the succeeding thirty-three years, 
his principal occupation during this time being 
cal-pentering and building. On April 22, 1867, 
were united in marriage Leonard Stickney and 
Miss Charlotte Cook, a native of New York State, 
who, removing to the West, had settled in Wis- 
consin with her father and mother before the war. 
Our subject and his faithful helpmate have been 
blessed with the presence of three children, one, 
Willie, being deceased; Annie is the youngest- 
boi*n and the only daughter; and Willard is the 
surviving son. 

In 1861 Mr. Stickney entered the army and 
served under Gen. Buell, and actively participated 
in the battles of Murfreesboro, Nashville and many 
other hotly-contested fights of the campaign. Re- 



turning home at the close of 1862, he remained for 
about six months, and then enlisted under Sheri- 
dan, and took part in all the engagements of the 
command, and shared the perils of the raid through 
the Shenandoah Valley. At the close of the war 
again returning to Wisconsin, Mr. Stickney con- 
tinued his residence there until 1880, when he lo- 
cated permanently in Ottawa County, Mich., and 
purchased a valuable farm adjoining the city of 
Grand Haven. Upon the finely cultivated eighty- 
eight acres of this homestead our subject raises 
general farm produce and fruit, being especially 
successful as a horticulturist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Stickney are both valued mem- 
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and are 
efficient aids in all religious work. Financially 
prospered, our subject, aside from his homestead, 
owns valuable property in the city of Grand 
Haven, and is numbered among the substantial 
farmers of Ottawa County. Politically, he is a 
Democrat, and an ardent advocate of the princi- 
ples and platform of the "Part}*^ of the People.' 
Although never a politician or ofiSoe-seeker, Mr. 
Stickney is intelligently interested in all the vital 
questions of the day, and thoroughly posted in 
local and national issues. Closely identified with 
the growth of enterprise in his own locality, he 
lends a helping hand in matters of public welfare, 
and is universally esteemed by all who know him. 





UDOLPH MUELLER, the well-known and 
enterprising dealer in jewelry, clocks and 
diamonds at No. 39 West Western Avenue, 
Muskegon, Mich., is one of the leading busi- 
ness men of the city, where for more than a quarter 
of a century, continuously residing and building 
up a fine trade, he has been intimately associated 
with the best interests and rapidly increasing 
growth of this part of the State. Mr. Mueller is a 
native of Switzerland and was born in the canton 
of Aargau May 8, 1842. He was the son of Dan- 
iel Mueller, also a native of Europe, who, reared 
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and educated in his birthplace, there attained to 
manhood, and, marrying, settled down amid the 
scenes of his youtli. In 1854, when our subject 
was a lad of twelve years, the father emigrated to 
America and located in the State of Wisconsin, 
making his home in Milwaukee. The mother, 
Elizabeth (Fluncicker) Mueller, passed her entire 
life in her native land and died in Switzerland, 
mourned b}' her family and many friends. 

Our subject remained in his native land, re- 
ceived his education in the public schools in the 
canton of Aargau, and, well trained in the simple 
habits of thrifty economy and industry, at the age 
of eighteen embarked for the United States and 
at the close of a pleasant voyage landing in New 
York, proceeded thence to Milwaukee. Having 
previously acquired a thorough knowledge of the 
jeweler's trade in Switzerland, he secured employ- 
ment without difficulty, and for two succeeding 
years worked at his trade. Fie then journeyed to 
Chicago, and in the Western metropolis received 
a position in which he continued for the two en- 
suing years. In 1866 he located permanently in 
Muskegon and opened his store, from the first en- 
joying an excellent trade and carrying a full and 
complete line of standard goods and diamonds, in 
the handling and selecting of which precious stones 
he is an acknowledged expert. Aside from jewelry, 
making a specialty of Une clocks and repairing, 
our subject has been able to meet the increasing 
demands of his business, now one of the l>est and 
longest established in its line of any house in the 
county. 

In about a twelvemonth after his arrival in his 
present home, Rudolph Mueller and Miss Freder- 
icka Lehman, of Grand Rapids, Mich., were united 
in man'iage. The home of our subject and his es- 
timable wife has been blessed by the birth of seven 
children. They are in tlie order of their birth: 
Ely; Rosa; Rudolph, Jr.; William, Flora, Paul and 
Varena, bright and intelligent brothers and sisters, 
who will have ample opportunity given them for 
an extended education. Mr. and Mrs. Mueller 
reside in a beautiful home, of modern construction, 
which, surrounded by a well-kept garden, is one of 
the most attractive residences in Muskegon and is 
located on Delaware Street. Mrs. Mueller is a | 



valued member of the Cong^rcgatioiial Church, tod 
is a read}' aid in good work and benevolent enter- 
prise. 

Politically a Democrat, our subject intelligentlr 
does his duty as a true American citizen, bein*: 
well posted in both local and national affairs 
Fraternally adiliating with the Ancient Free i^ 
Accepted Masons, he is a member of Ix>vell Moore 
Lodge No. 182, and is connected with Muskeguo 
Chapter No. 47, R. A. M., also with Muskegoo 
Commandery No. 22, K. T., and, enjoying the sin- 
cere esteem of all his fellow-citizens, has within tbe 
Masonic order many warm friends. 
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C. WILLIAMS, M. D., a prominent physiciin 
and surgeon, who i*esidesin a beautiful booM' 
delightfully situated on Muskegon Avenufr 
in the city of Muskegon, commands a large aod 
rapidly extending field of practice, second to oom 
in his locality. He was born in Oneida Countr, 
N. Y., August 9, 1836. His father, the Rev. R. C. 
Williams, who was a gifted minister of the Gospel, 
was born in Wales and emigrated witJi his parenb 
to the United States in early youth, and with them 
made his home in Philadelphia, Pa. 

The paternal grandfather, a sturdy Welsbnitn. 
was a man of sterling integrity and fine husuies 
attainments. The mother, Elizabeth Guthrie, 
daughter of Simeon Guthrie, was the deseendaot 
of an old family, whose devotion to the cau^ of 
truth and religion long subjected them to bitter 
pet*secution, the Guthries being of Huguenot ance^ 
try. Dr. Williams passed the days of boyhood in 
his native State and county, receiving his prepan- 
tory education in the schools of his birthplace and 
enjoying the advantages of instruction in an ex* 
eel lent academy in Oneida County. At cighteeo 
years of age he entered Hamilton College, from 
which well-knowti institution of learning he gnH- 
uated with honor three yeai-s later. 

Our subject, at twenty-one years of age, began 
studying medicine with Dr. J. II. Bergeu, of Vi- 



504 



PORTRAIT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 



County, where the father settled with his wife 
and children. He purchased one hundred and 
sixty acres of land, a small portion of which he 
reclaimed from its unimproved condition, and then 
made an exchange with his son, trading farms and 
making his home upon one hundred and sixty 
acres, situated one mile east of Bowne Station. 

The father, efifecting a second trade with his son, 
removed to a valuable farm in this township, close 
to Allendale Centre, where he prosperously oper- 
ated a farm of one hundred acres and erected a 
handsome and commodious residence, in which he 
continued to reside until his death, October 11, 
1870. By his various settlements and removals, 
he probably aided in the clearing of more land than 
any other man of his times in the county, and was 
likewise foremost in the good works of the early 
days, taking an active interest in church and edu- 
cational advancement. His good wife was also 
active in church work, and the two were among 
the influential citizens of the pioneer times. They 
did not come empty-handed into the State, tlie 
father being accounted a man of substance in New 
York and selling prior to his departure for the 
West a farm of two hundred and fifty acres for 
$75 per acre. Aside from the old Michigan home- 
stead, the father owned several farms at the time 
of his demise, among his other landed property 
being the fine one hundred and sixty acre farm 
upon which our subject now resides. . This latter 
farm contained the fii*st cabin ever erected in the 
township, and was purchased from Deacon Hens- 
dale, who settled here about 1840. 

Unto the mother, who survived until 1880, were 
born eight children. James, John, Thomas and 
Horace are deceased; Moses is our subject; Ann, 
who was the wife of J. Stoddard, is deceased; 
Eve was the wife of Robert Scott; and Bathsheba, 
Mrs. William A. Balcom, is deceased. Our subject 
was mainly educated in Paris Township, but the 
schools of those days being very crude in their 
forms of instruction, Mr. Robinson has since sup- 
plemented the studies of youth by reading and 
close observation. He began life for himself at 
the age of twenty, when he married, but, remain- 
ing with his father the seven succeeding years, he 
and his excellent wife received for their services 



the one hundred and sixty acres of land upon 
which they now make their home. When Mr. and 
Mi's. Robinson took possession of this property it 
was covered with a dense growth of timber. One 
hundred acres, now under a high state of cul- 
tivation, annually yield an abundant harvest, 
and the homestead is improved with attractive 
and commodious buildings. Our subject pur- 
chased one hundred and sixty additional acres, 
which he has since given to his sons, and, financi- 
ally prospered, he erected upon the home place a 
handsome two-story residence, containing ten or 
twelve rooms, all pleasantly arranged. The barns 
and outhouses in size and finish are second to none 
in the locality and present a scene of thrift and 
prosperity. 

October 25, 1856, were united in marriage 
Moses Robinson and Miss Mary J. Balcom, a native 
of Jackson County, Mich., and daughter of John- 
son and Oriza (Avery) Balcom, early settlers of 
Michigan. Mr. and Mrs. Balcom, widely known 
and highly esteemed, were the parents of six chil- 
dren. Marin da, deceased, was the wife of J. Scott; 
Sarah is the wife of H. Simons; Delia Ann, deceased, 
was the wife of William Allen; Mary J. (Mrs, Rob- 
inson), Justus and William A. complete the list. 
At the time that Johnson Balcom located upon 
his farm in Allendale, in 1848, the surrounding 
country was a wilderness and settlers were few. 
He devoted his attention to clearing and culti- 
vating his land, and made his home there until the 
time of his death, in 1887. During the early days 
of the settlement of his community, he was widely 
known as a prominent Sunday-school worker, and 
not infrequently walked a distance of fourteen 
miles in order to hold a Sunday-school, and also 
for the purpose of exhorting, as ministers of the 
Gospel were at that time scarce. 

Our subject and his estimable wife, occupying a 
high position of useful influence, have been 
blessed by the birth of eleven sons and daughters, 
as follows: William A., a resident of the State; 
James; Simon; Amos; Lillie, who is married; 
John M.; Elizabeth, the wife of Herbert Brether- 
ton, of Grand Rapids; Rebecca, Vina, Abram and 
Hiram. These brothers and sisters, widely known, 
command the esteem and confidence of many 
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friends and have enjoyed excellent opportunities 
for educational advancement. Our subject is fra- 
ternally associated with Coopersville Lodge No. 
122, A. F. & A. M., and is likewise a member of 
the Grange. Politically a strong Republican, Mr. 
Robinson takes a deep interest in both local and 
National Government and is a sincere friend and 
neighbor, a business man of undoubted ability, and 
a true and loyal citizen. 
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JARED D. WETMORE, M. D. In the brief 
and imperfect outline we are able to give 
in this sketch of the history of one of the 
most prominent men of Holland, we (;an do 
little more than merely glance at the principal 
events with which he has been connected and 
identified as an eminent physician and surgeon 
and progressive citizen. The life and character of 
Dr. Wetmore, who has risen from an humble posi- 
tion by his own unaided efforts to a place of honor 
and distinction among men, proves a useful lesson 
to the youth of this county, and adds another 
striking illustration of the power of determined 
purpose and perseverance. 

The homeopathic system of practice has an ar- 
dent advocate and supporter in Dr. Wetmore, who 
is a practitioner of this school of medicine. As a 
specialist in diseases of the eye, ear, nose and 
throat, he has attained distinction throughout the 
State, and his extensive practice demands his con- 
stant attention. His office in Holland is equipped 
with a complete assortment of surgical instruments, 
and he keeps abreast with every advance made in 
the profession which his life and talents adorn. 

Born in South Creek, Bradford County, Pa., 
April 8, 1858, our subject is the son of George 
Wetmore, an attorney -at-law in the Keystone 
State. He was reared in De Kalb, 111., until the 
age of fourteen years, and then removed to Sand 
I^ke, Kent County, Mich., where he engaged in 
milling for about five years. Under the precep- 
torship of Dr. Wills, of Sand Lake, he commenced 



the study of medicine, remaining with that gentle- 
man for about four years, after which he took a 
course of lectures in the medical department of 
the State University, at Ann Arbor. He opened 
an office for the pmctice of his profession at Kal- 
kaskia, in northern Michigan, and after remain- 
ing there for one year returned to college and 
took another course of lectures, graduating in the 
spring of 1880. 

After graduating the young Doctor located at 
Rockford, Kent County, Mich., and remained in 
that city for one and a-half years. From there he 
went to Chicago, and took a course in the new 
school of medicine at Hahnemann College, gradu- 
ating in 1882. Upon the completion of his stud- 
ies, he located in Malta, DeKalb County, 111., 
where he conducted an extensive practice until 
the spring of 1882. Removing from there to Storm 
Lake, Iowa, he bought the practice of a physician 
in that place, and continued tliere with great suc- 
cess for two years. He then returned to Mich- 
igan, and opened an office in Grand Rapids, re- 
maining there until his removal to Holland, in 
October, 1886. At the time of locating here, he 
was the only homeopathic physician in the county, 
and he has built up an extensive practice in this 
and adjoining counties. 

In 1877 the Doctor was united in marriage with 
Miss Qanthia Willett, daughter of Dr. George Wil- 
lett, a practicing physician of Sand Lake, this State. 
They are the parents of two daughtera: Regina, 
and Georgia, who is attending Vincent's Acad- 
emy, at Cincinnati. Dr. Wetmore has u natural 
talent for music and painting, and has no less 
than seventy-five large paintings, his own work, 
which prove his ability as an artist. At the age 
of sixteen he was leader of a string and cornet 
band. 

Thrown upon his own resources at the age of 
eleven, our subject is justly entitled to be called 
a self-made man. The money with which he 
paid his way through college was earned by hard 
work in the mill and on the farm. His practice 
extends over a territory eighteen miles south, ten 
miles north and six and one-half west. In his re- 
ligious views he is very liberal. Politically, he is 
a Democrat, and has been an active worker in the 
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The second among three children, William Ed- 
ward Moore was quite small when he was brought 
by his parents to Michigan, and here he grew to 
man's estate. At the age of twelve he commenced 
to learn the trade of a carpenter, and, having a 
natural inclination for this business, he soon be- 
came very proficient in his work and in a short 
time started in business for himself. Success re- 
warded his industrious efforts, and 'from carpen- 
tering he gradually enlarged his business until he 
became a contractor and jobber, in which line he 
was also efficient and capable. In 1885 he pur* 
chased the farm in Kggleston Township upon 
which he has since made his home. 

A very important event in the life of Mr. 
Moore was his marriage, which occurred on the 
18th of November, 1881, and united him with 
Miss Mary A., daughter of James and Eleanor 
(Kest) Barry, natives respectively of Ireland and 
the State of New York. Mr. and Mrs. Moore are 
the parents of five children, four of whom are 
now living, Beulah, Charles, Clyde and Edward. 
In his political belief, Mr. Moore is a Republican 
and takes an active interest in political affairs, 
both local and national. For two years he has 
JRlled the position of Township Clerk, and he is 
now serving his fourth year as Supervisor. lie is 
also one of the committee on the construction of 
gravel road between Muskegon and Grand Rapids. 
His course in life has been sucli as to win for him 
the warm friendship of his associates, and he justly 
merits the high regard in which he is held. 




^' AMES I). EDWARD, an energetic and pros- 
perous business man, for some length cf 
time County and Township Grain Conimis- 
!^^' sioner, has for al)out seventeen years l)een 
intimately associated with the growth and prog- 
ress of Grand Haven Township, Ottawa County, 
Mich. His father, George Edward, was a native 
of Scotland, and remained during his entire life 
within the boundaries of his native country. 



Our subject was born in sturdy Scotland in 1856, 
and spent the days of boyhood and early youth in 
his birthplace, but at twenty years of age, eager, 
hopeful and ambitious, be set sail for America. 
Arriving in 1876, he at once journeyed to Michi- 
gan, and, settling in the villaore of Agnew, then 
Johnville, located in the southern part of Grand 
Haven Township, has since made that part of the 
State his (permanent home. 

Mr. Edward received a g^ood common -school 
education in the public schools of Scotland, and, 
early trained to habits of thrifty industry, bad 
as a capital upon which to begin life, a stranger 
in a strange land, only his natural ability and 
earnest self-reliance. From sixteen years of acne 
he had been self-supporting, then leaving school. 
Soon emigrating to Ottawa County, he received 
emplo3'ment in a sawmill, and manufactured fruit 
crates and baskets in the village of Agnew. 

Mr. Edward was the youngest of a family of eight 
children, four sons and four daughters, who were 
in the order of their birth as follows: George, Jen- 
nie, Tibbie, John, Joseph, Alexander, Mary and 
James D. Joseph, Alexander and Edward came 
to this country previous to their brother Jaraes D« 
and Tibbie, Mrs. Boyd, emigrated from her native 
land to this country in the year 1892, with her 
husband and children. John and Mary yet reside 
in Scotland. Jennie is deceased. George makes 
his home in Australia. 

In 1880, in Van Buren County, Mich., were ] 
united in marriage James D. Eld ward and Mi^ 
Cynthia Munger. Their pleasant home has been 
brightened by the birth of four bright and prom- 
ising children, one son and three daughters: Til>- 
bie, George, Rheba and Nicola. The brothers and 
sistera will all enjoy the benefit of an extended 
education, and, receiving from their energetic an- 
cestors the bequest of integrity of character, in- 
dustrioui» tlirift and firm purpose to succeed io 
life, cannot fail to make their upward way and be- 
come worthy of any positions of trust to which 
they may be called. 

Immediately after his arrival in Grand Haven 
Township, Mr. Edward, although young in years, 
at once identified himself with all matters of puJ>- 
lic welfare, and, enjoying the respect and confi- 



510 



POjiTRAlT AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 



member of the Ebenczer Reformed Church and for 
fifteen years held an Eldership. Politically a 
Republican, Mr. Rooks has ably discharged the 
duties of various school offices and made a most 
efficient Highway Commissioner, giving great sat- 
isfaction to all his fellow- townsmen. 
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RODERICK J. MACDONALD, who is serving 
as United States Commissioner at Muske. 
gon, is a Canadian by birth. He was born 
in Prescott, Ontario, Canada, on the 4th 
of October, 1852, and is a son of Archibald and 
Harriet (Jackson) Macdonald. The father was a 
farmer by occupation and also a manufacturer. 
In 1874 he came with his family to Michigan, lo- 
cating in Muskegon, where his death occurred in 
1877. His wife, who survives him, has since mar- 
ried B. A. Cross, and now resides in South Ha- 
ven, Mich. 

The subject of this sketch is the eldest of a 
family of nine children. He was reared to man- 
hood in the place of his nativit3% and there ac- 
quired his education. After leaving school he 
began reading law with Thomas Deacon, of Que- 
bec, Canada. He came with his parents to Mich- 
igan in 1874, and in March, 1875, was admitted 
to the Bar in Muskegon. Here he at once en- 
tered upon the practice of his chosen profession, 
to which he has devoted the greater part of his 
time and attention since, practicing in all the 
courts, local, State and federal. His abilities, 
natural and acquired, have placed him in the 
front rank among his professional brethren. He 
is an able advocate, a logical thinker, a clear rea- 
soner, and, thoroughly understanding the evi- 
dence, is quick to grasp a point, and has therefore 
won success. 

On the 13tli of September, 1877, Mr. Macdon- 
ald was united in marriage with Miss Mary Cliam- 
hcrlain, of West Michigan, formerly of Ontario. 
Canada. She died August 24, 1889, leaving one 



child, since deceased. Mr. Macdonald was again 
married, July 13, 1892^ his second union being 
with Ix)ttie E. Worrall, of Muskegon. They re- 
side at No. 24 Sanford Street, and are prominent 
and representative people of the commonity, hav- 
ing a large circle of friends and acquaintaDces. 
In politics Mr. Macdonald affiliates with tlie 
Republican party, and supports its men and roeis- 
ures. In 1883 he was appointed Deputy United 
States Commissioner under James Wethey for tbe 
Western District of Michigan, and afterward was 
appointed United States Commissioner at Muske- 
gon, which office he is creditably and acceptably 
filling. In 1876 he was elected Justice of tbe 
Peace, and held that office for a period of four 
years. He was a prominent candidate before the 
Republican Convention for the position of Cir- 
cuit Judge, but was defeated by a small majority. 
In whatever office he has been called upon to fill 
he has always discharged his duty with prompt- 
ness and fidelity, never betraying the trust reposed 
in him. In the community where he has now 
made his home for an extended period he is widely 
known, and his upright career has gained him tbe 
respect of all with whom business or social rela- 
tions have brought him in contact. 
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ENRY JEKEL. For many years, or since 
boyhood, Mr. Jekel has ^iven the occn- 
pation of farming his principal time aod 
attention, and that a lifetime spent in pur- 
suing one calling will result in substantial success, 
especially if energy and perseverance are applied, 
is particularly true in bis case. Mr. Jekel is i 
self-made man in all that the words imply, and 
has known the demands of poverty, but his hon- 
esty, energy and "stick- to-it-iveness" have brought 
their rewards, which he and his family are now 
enjoying. His birth occurred in the Netherland? 
in 1825, to the union of John and Liban Jekel. 
natives also of that country. 

The father of our subject followed the pursuit 
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army, and although at the front in numerous en- 
gagements, he escaped without being wounded, 
with the exception of a slight injury received 
from a piece of sliell. He married Miss Martha M. 
Shafer, and their union was blessed by the birth of 
two children, our subject and Fay A. The latU^r 
married Miss Eva Densmore, who resides at Stan- 
ton Junction, Mich. 

After his marriage, which occurred in Michi- 
gan, the father of our subject settled in Ingham 
County and remained there for two years, re- 
moving thence to Kent County in the year 
1868. He has since made his home in the vil- 
lage of Grandville, of which he is the most 
prominent physician. He is also prominently 
identified with the social and political affairs of 
the county, and is an active member of the Ma- 
sonic order and C^ister Post, G. A. R., of (xrand 
Rapids, having for three yeara filled the position 
of Master of the former order. In politics he is 
independent, casting his ballot for the l>est prin- 
ciples and the best man, irrespective of party ties. 
He has "served as Township Clerk and in other 
official capacities. 

The subject of this sketch was born in Dansville, 
Ingham County, Mich., on the 28th of December, 
1866. He received his education in the common and 
High schools of Grandville, and having resolved to 
follow the profession in which his father had gained 
distinction, he began the study of medicine under 
the preceptorship of his father. Later he took a 
course of lectures in the Detroit College of Medi- 
cine, graduating in 1889. He at once commenced 
the active practice of his profession, and for three 
yeara was associated with his father in partner- 
ship. In April, 1892, he came to Jenison, and is 
now closely identified with the rapidly developing 
interests of this place. 

In his social relations the Doctor atHliates with 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, hold- 
ing membership with Kent Ix)dge No. 332, at 
Grandville, of which he is Past Grand. Both he 
and his father are meml)ers of the Grand River 
Valley Medical Society, of which the former has 
been Treasurer, and the latter Treasurer, Secre- 
tary, Vice-PrCsSident and President. It is worthy 
of note that our subject, his father and two uncles. 



Dr. Daniel T. Weston, of Dansville, and D 
Marion J. Shafer, of Grand Rapids, are all gradi 
ates of the Detroit Medical College of Medicin 
Dr. Shafer was also a soldier in the late war, aod 
member of the Seventh Michigan Cavalry. 




SCAR SANDERS. Prominent among th. 
capable and efficient agriculturists of Ot 
/J tawa County stands the name of Mr 
Sanders, who follows farming pursuits upon sec- 
tion 25, Robinson Township. He is tJie sod of 
«Ioseph and Mary (Sam|>son) Sanders, natives of 
the Empire State, both of whom died there, the 
father on the 12th of March, 1861, and the mother 
tweuty years pi*evious to his demise. Alike u 
an energetic and industrious farmer, and in mili- 
tary service as a soldier d.uring the War of l^lt 
Mr. Sanders, Sr., was a man who won the respect 
of his associates, and his death, at an advaoced 
age, removed from our country one of its mcfct 
valiant defendei-sin time of war, and most public- 
spirited citizens in time of peace. 

The youngest of a family of six eliildreo, 
Oscar Sandere was born in Brown County, >'. Y., 
on the 19th of Deceml)er, 1829. In the Empire 
State he received the advantages of a commoD- 
school education, and there, also, he gained mudi 
of the knowledge of agriculture which lie lutf 
since put to practical use. At the age of fifteen 
he went to Gratiot County, Mich., and there re- 
sided for a period of seven yeai-s. Later be msde 
his home in Lament, Ottawa Count}, for three 
3'ears, and afterward settled on the place where be 
has since resided. 

At the time of purchasing this proi)erty, Mayo. 
1870, the land was densely wooded, and few im- 
provements had been made. In the 3'ears tliat 
have since come and gone, substantial buildiogs 
have been erected, forty acres have been cleared 
and placed under high cultivation, fences iiavo 
been built, the soil has been fertilized, and modem 
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State, but, the regiment being disbanded, our sub- 
ject saw none but recruiting service. Mr. and Mrs. 
Bilz have been blessed by the birth of seven chil- 
dren: Fannie G., Margaret J., Be&sie E., Mamie E., 
Alice A., William A., and one son deceased. Mrs. 
Bilz and all her children are members of the Pres- 
byterian Church and are active in the good work 
and benevolent enterprises of that denomination. 
Mr. Bilz is a staunch Republican, and has held 
with efficiency for many years the responsible po- 
sition of Supervisor. He was elected Register of 
Deeds of his county, and, occupying the office for 
one term, gave great satisfaction to all with whom 
he transacted the business of his department. 

Our subject was for four years the popular Presi- 
dent of Spring Lake, and as a member of the Board 
of Education gave excellent service in behalf of 
educational advancement. As an insurance agent 
Mr. Bilz represented the following well-known 
companies: the Phcenix, of Hartford; the Conti- 
nental, of New York; and the Fireman's Fund of 
San Francisco; and with his other business he 
also combined the local agency of the American 
Express Company. He has for twenty-six years 
been a Trustee of the Presbyterian Church, and, 
leading a useful and busy life, yet finds time to 
engage with a liberal spirit in all matters pertain- 
ing to the welfare of the general public. 
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W>ESLEY F. WOOD, the subject of this sketch, 
a citizen of Muskegon, Mich., stands promi- 
^ ^ nently among those leading citizens to 
whom the city owes its advancement, morally, in- 
tellectually and financially. Coming to this part 
of the State when Muskegon was a mere hamlet, 
a small village of few inhabitants, isolated from the 
rest of the world, without roads, streets, schools or 
churches, he has lived and labored to see the early 
crudities of the pioneer grow into the large and 
well-developed city of to-day, possessing all the 
facilities, appliances and advantages of a great 
manufacturing iind commercial metropolis. His 
career is an example of the success that comes to 



those who strive, and not as the result of chance, 
but of long-continued, persistent and well-directed 
effort. He was born June 18, 1823, in E^ex Coun- 
ty, in the State of New York, the son of Jonas B. 
Wood and Hannah (Reed) Wood, the father a na- 
tive of Massachusetts, the mother of New York. 
Both parents were of English descent. Mrs. Wood 
was the daughter of Abraham Reed, who was also 
a native of the Empire State. 

The subject of this sketch, who was the youngest 
of nine children, received the rudiments of an ed- 
ucation in the district school of his native place, 
but later secured a good academic education. At 
an early age he removed to the city of New York, 
where he remained in mercantile pui-suits until 
1849, when, on account of poor health, he removed 
to Hopkinton, St. I^wrence County, N. Y. There 
he remained until 1857, when he turned his face 
westward and came to Michigan, locating in Muske- 
gon, where he had some interests, and where he de- 
voted himself chiefly to the real-estate business, city 
and surbubau. Upright, honorable and reliable, 
he has alwa3's stood as one of Muskegon's rep- 
resentative business men and has won a fair share 
of both favor and fortune. 

In 1852 our subject was married to Sarah G. 
Scott, of New York City, daughter of William 
Scott, of Scottish parentage. Three children were 
born to them in Hopkinton, N. Y., only one of 
whom, Frank, survives, who inherits his father's 
excellent qualities, and who has for a good man}; 
3'ears been a banker in Muskegon. 

In politics our subject is a stanch Republica 
thoroughly believing in the principles of souni* 
flnance and of protection to home industries, an^ 
voting with his party as often as it has been tr 
to iUi principles. Wide-awake and public-spirite 
he has been a standard-beai*er, and has contribute^ 
liberally to the support of all worthy movemen 
both public and private. In religious matters, 
takes a deep interest, and has l)cen a member air 
office-bearer in the Congregational Church fr 
the time of its organization, in 1859. Well m 
the growth and enlargement of that church from 
original charter membei*ship of thirteen to 
present membei*ship of three hundred afford h i ^^^ 
the chief est satisfaction of his life. 
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dominions. Tbe Tliustells, originally emigrating 
from the Netherlands to England, attained to 
prominence in their adopted land, and when 
Benjamin Thustell made his home in the Dominion 
of Canada the English government also received 
his efficient service. From his fifth year reared 
and educated in Canada, Francis Thustell there 
attained to manhood and married the mother of 
our subject, the daughter of an Irish father and 
an English mother. The only brother of Francis 
Thustell, the uncle of our subject, died when quite 
young and left two sons, one of whom, William, 
is now a resident of Chicago. The other, in his 
journeyings about, has been lost sight of. 

In the parental family were five sons and two 
daughters. Our subject, Herbert, was the next to 
the youngest of the living brothers and sisters; 
Laura married W. D. Cook, a prominent hotel 
man of Memphis, Tenn.; Edward B. is the popular 
propriek)r of the National Hotel at Frankfort, 
Mich.; Alfred is a resident of Maguld, Mich., and 
is in the installment business; Walter is a success- 
ful merchant of Traverse City, Mich.; Henry is a 
professor in the University of Nevada; and Helen 
H. died at the age of seven years. 

Our subject was three years of age when his 
parents emigrated to Michigan and located in 
Grand Traverse, the days of his chilhood being 
mainly passed upon his father' farm, where he was 
trained to habits of industry. He attended the 
public schools and also enjoyed the advantage of 
a year's instruction in the High School of Traverse 
City, afterward entering the Michigan Agricul- 
tural College, in which he spent two years. Then, 
returning to Traverse City, he completed his High 
School course and graduated with honor. In 
1889 Dr. Thustell matriculated in the medical de- 
partment of the State University, at Ann Arbor, 
and in June, 1892, received his diploma. 

Immediately after the close of his medical 
course, our subject located permanently in Mon- 
tague, where he has met with encouraging suc- 
cess, building up, in a comparatively short time, 
an extended and lucrative practice. Dr. Thustell, 
faithfully going his rounds alike in pleasant or 
inclement weather, commands the high esteem and 
confidence of the community by whom he is sur- 



rounded, and is considered by the general public 
one of the most able physicians and exi)ert sur- 
geons of his locality. Young in years, our sub- 
ject has attained to an enviable position in the 
professional world, and, keeping abreast of the 
times by study and scientific research, has a 
bright future before him, and is rapidly winning 
his upward way to assured prosperity. 





^ENTON THURSTON, a leading general 
^ agriculturist and able Supervisor of Chester 



Township, Ottawa County, Mich., was born 
March 20, 1841, in Sullivan County, N. Y., 
and was the son of Daniel Thurston, who located 
in Grand Rapids, Mich., in 1856. The mother, i 
maidenhood Miss Madison, passed away in th 
Empire State when our subject was only a littl 
boy. The father, a ship-carpenter, worked at hi 




trade in Grand Rapids and also erected numeroirr: jj^ 

buildings; he was also a millwright, and in 18.1 
or 1860 built a large fiouring mill in Lisbon, 
moving to Lisbon, he handled merchandise foi 
time, but in 1864 went to Missouri and settled 
Princeton. After the war he removed to the 
ern part of the latter State and died there in 
1881. He was twice married, and by the mot' 
of our subject had five children. Frank reside 
Pennsylvania; John is a resident of South Daki 
Hannah is the wife of Jacob Mann; Benton is 
subject; and Alfred makes his home in Coloi 
I^nton Thurston was mainly educated in 
common schools of Ottawa County and was 
a young lad when he began the battle of life 
himself. Desirous of attending school, he woi 
for small wages while he was pursuing his stu^ 
and was employed variously in clearing land 
in the lumber districts. In August, 1862, answe ^^"''e 
the call of the Government, he enlisted in Compn:^^''/ 
H, Fourth Michigan Cavalry, and was assigner -^ ^ 
the Army of the Cumberland, being first u ^r^^<?/ 
the command of Gen. Buell and later under E^* ^^• 
G. Minty, of Detroit. Actively participating//' 
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moved as far West as Summit County, Ohio, where 
he located on a farm in Northfield Township. 
Thence, in 1864, he came to Michigan and settled 
in Grand Haven, where he died at tlie age of 
eighty- five. 

The paternal grandfather of our subject, Joseph 
Storrs, was a native of Connecticut and served in 
the Colonial army during the Revolutionary War. 
He was of Welsh descent. The mother of our sub- 
ject was Julia, daughter of Mr. Holcomb, who 
served with the famous Green Mountain boys 
during the War of the Revolution. She was born 
and reared in Vermont, and after a happy wedded 
life of fifty-nine years passed to her final rest, at 
the age of four-score and two years. The Hol- 
comb family originated in England. 

Elijah Storrs and his good wife were the par- 
ents of ten children, seven of whom attained to 
mature years, viz.: Clark N., a resident of North 
Muskegon; Wales F., deceased; Harriet W., the 
wife of C. H. Dunbar, of BrecksviUe, Ohio; Carl- 
ton L., of Grand Rapids, Mich.; Eliza A., the 
widow of Charles Reynolds, and a resident of 
Sturgeon Bay, Wis.; Maria L., the wife of James 
H. Coates, of BrecksviUe, Ohio; and C. E., the 
subject of this biographical notice. The last- 
named is the youngest surviving member of the 
family. At the time his parents removed to Sum- 
mit County, Ohio, he was about six months old, 
and his boyhood years were passed upon his fa- 
ther's farm. 

September 24, 1854, our subject was united in 
marriage with Miss Maria Van Noate, a native of 
Independence, Ohio, and immediately after their 
marriage the young couple came to Michigan 
and settled in Grand Rapids, where they spent 
the winter of 1854-55. Removing from that city 
to Clinton County, Ohio, they resided there until 
1858, when they returned to Michigan and lo- 
cated in Blendon Township, Ottawa County. For 
two years Mr. Storrs was engaged in the mill and 
lumber business in Ottawa County, and in the 
spring of 1861 he purchased a one-half interest in 
a sawmill there. 

Shortly after the commencement of the Civil 
War, Mr. Storrs enlisted in Company B, Sixth 
Michigan Cavalry, and in 1862 went to the front 



in the capacity of Department Second Lieutenant. 
In March, 1863, he was promoted to be Second Lieu- 
tenant, and on the 17tli of July, 1863, was com- 
missioned Captain. He continued m that rank 
until he was promoted to be Major, on the 6th of 
June, 1865, and was serving in that position at 
the time of his discharge. lie participated aeti?ely 
in many engagements and at Nubias Cross Roads, 
July 24, 1863, was wounded in the left shoulder 
by a minie-ball. He was honorably discharged 
at Leavenworth, Kan., October 10, 1865, and 
upon being mustered out of the service returned 
to his home in Ottawa County. 

Resuming his lumbering and milling business, 
which he had temporarily discontinued, Maj. Storrs 
was thus engaged until 1876,when he dispf>sedof LL'' 
interests in Ottawa County and removed to Katon 
Township, Mason County, this State. There for 
a number of years he made his home on a farm. 
In 1882 became to North Muskegon in the ca- 
pacity of book-keeper for the C. N. Storrs Lumber 
Company, a jjosition which he filled acceptably. 
In 1886 he purchased the Princeton Fruit Farm, 
the name of which he changed to Storrs' Vine- 
yard. This fine farm is devoted to the raising of 
fruits, a business in which the Major is particularlr 
well informed. Twenty acres are planted in a vine- 
yard, while fifty acres are devoted to small fruits. 
From the vineyard are gathered an average of 
forty-five tons of grapes each season, and tlie 
grapes for flavor and quality are unsurpassed, if 
equaled, in the State. 

The Major and his wife have a family of three 
children: Alice J., wife of Leroy A. Franklin, of 
Grand Rapids; Frank, who aids in the cultivatiOD 
of the fruit farm; and Maggie, wife of Elliott D. 
Prescott, a resident of Ravenna, Mich. Maj. 
Storrs cast his first ballot in Ohio in lH54,aD<i 
has been a Republican ever since the inception of 
that party. In 1875 he represented Blendon Tows- 
ship on the Board of Supervisors of Ottawa Couo- 
t}', and he also served as Township Clerk and 
Highway Commissioner while residing there. In 
Eaton Township, Mason County, he served as 
Supervisor during the years 1877-79-80-81, and 
was a member of the Board of School Exarninefi 
of Mason County. He served as 8u{)ervisor of 
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privations endured while in prison, the Captain 
was unable for some time to perform any manual 
labor. Believing that the climate of Colorado 
would prove beneficial, he went thither, and for 
two years engaged in lumbering in that State. 
Upon his father's death, in 1868, he returned to 
Michigan, and has since conducted farming opera- 
tions in Ottawa County. He is a general grain 
agriculturist and markets his products at Grand 
Rapids. 

On the 28th of March, 1872, the Captain was 
united in marriage with Miss Ruth £., daughter of 
William Haire, one of the pioneer settlers of Mich- 
igan. One child, Lillian, has blessed this union. 
A stanch Republican in politics, Capt. Brennan has 
filled the positions of Supervisor of Georgetown 
Township, Clerk, Highway Commissioner, and at 
one time was nominated for the position of Sher- 
iff, but was defeated at the polls. Socially, he is 
identified with (). P. Morton Post, G. A. R., at 
Man ton. 





RANCIS HALL, an energetic and prosper, 
ous general agriculturist and a practical 
horticulturist, successfully cultivating a fine 
variety of fruit upon his homestead, pleasantly lo- 
cated upon a fertile section of land in Ottawa 
County, Mich., is a leading citizen of his lo- 
cality, and, an ardent advocate of temperance, is re- 
spected for his sterling integrity and high princi- 
ples. Mr. Hall is the descendant of sturdy Eng- 
lish ancestoi*s, his father, William Hall, having been 
born in Utten Ambo, Yorkshire, England, twelve 
miles from the city of York. Emigrating to 
the United States in 1831, the father landed in 
New York, but tarried only a brief time in that 
metropolis, journeying thence to Detroit, from that 
time his permanent home until his death. His 
life-time occupation was the pursuit of agriculture, 
and by unceasing industry he thriftily acquired a 
comfortable competence. Seven children clustered 
about the family hearth of the parents, and were 



in the order of birth: Thomas, Hannah, Ann, Mary. 
Willie, Francis and John, all natives of EnglaDd, 
and with the exception of Thomas all aooompanied 
the father and mother to America. . William, Mary 
and Francis are now the sole survivors of the 
brothers and sisters. 

Our subject was born in 1822, and was a little 
lad eight years of age when he went to I>etroit. in 
which city he continued to reside until 1869. at 
which date he came to his present locality. He 
received an excellent education in the public 
schools of Detroit, and, from the age of eighteen 
entirely self-supporting, began in 1840 the manu- 
facture of tubs and pails. He continued in this 
line of trade for fourteen years, and for ten years 
was employed by £. B. Ward to assist in the coo- 
struction of twelve large glasshouses used for ibe 
propagation and culture of grapes. In 1869, Mr. 
Hall, purchasing his homestead of one hundred 
acres, then all heavy timberland, entered witb en- 
ergy upon the clearing and improvement of his 
farm, and has now brought under profitable cul- 
tivation fifty acres, a portion of wliich is devoted 
to fruit, principally berries of all kinds. In lSo5, 
Francis Hall and Miss Mary £. McDonald were 
united in marriage and for thirty-eight years bare 
enjoyed a pleasant companionship, with fidelitj 
sharing each other's joys and sorrows. 

Financially prospered, our subject takes a bigfa 
place among his friends and neighbors and is con- 
sidered authority in fruit-culture, being espedallj 
successful in handling berries, shipping to outside 
markets some of the finest produced in the Wol- 
verine State. The union of our subject and his 
estimable wife has not been blessed by children, bat 
Mr. and Mrs. Hall from their abundance are lib- 
eral givera and, kindly by nature, add to the hap- 
piness of othei*s. They are valued members of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church and are foremost in 
the extension of religious influence and the good 
work of their locality. As a strong temperance 
advocate, our subject is deeply interested in lift- 
ing up his fallen brethren, and in all matters tend- 
ing to the elevation of humanity may ever he 
found upon the side of truth and justice. Fra- 
ternally, our subject has since January, 1845, btfen 
I connected with the Independent Order of Odd Pel- 
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lows, and has many sincere friends within that an- 
cient order. Politically a Republican, Mr. Hall 
takes an active interest in local and national issues 
and is well vei*sed in the vital interests and public 
affairs of the day, and, widely known, fully com- 
mands the esteem of the entire community among 
whom his useful yeare are passed. 
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HARLES ALFORD. Few citizens of Ot- 
tawa County have resided here for a longer 
period than has the subject of this brief 
sketch, who has lived upon his present farm in 
Tallmadge Township since the fail of 1845. Dur- 
ing the half-century of his residence here, he has 
witnessed many wonderful changes, and has him- 
self been a prominent factor in facilitating the 
progress of his community. His services on be< 
half of his fellow-citizens are appreciated by the 
people of the township, and he occupies a high 
place in their regard. 

Bom in Lyons, Wayne County, N. Y., May 4, 
1817, our subject is the son of Roswell and Eliza- 
beth (Carl) Alford, natives of New York State, 
the latter being a daughter of Benjamin Carl. 
Charles is the eldest child in his father's family, 
and was only five yeare old when he was bereaved 
by his mother's death. Afterward his father mar- 
ried again, and he remained with his father and 
step-motlier until he reached the age of twenty- 
one. In the mean time he attended the common 
schools of Lyons, where he laid the foundation of 
the broad fund of information he afterward gained 
by practical education in the school of experience. 
At the age of twenty-one, Charles Alford com- 
menced to work as a farm laborer in the employ 
of others, and continued thus engaged for one 
year. He then, at the age of twenty-two, estab- 
lished domestic ties, and afterward began farming 
on shares, continuing in that way until the fall of 
1844. Then leaving the county of his birth, he 
came to Michigan and settled in Ottawa County, 
where lie. purchased a tract of land in Tallmadge 



Township in the spring of 1845. He still resides 
upon his original purchase and engages exten- 
sively in raising grain and fruit, in both of which 
he, has met with success. 

On Christmas Day, 1839, Mr. Alford was united 
in marriage with Miss Melly, daughter of Joel 
Burch, a resident of Lyons, N. Y., and unto them 
there have been born eight children, only two of 
whom are now living. Ann married C. P. Reed 
and resides at Ravenna, Mich.; and Hannah, the 
wife of William Millard, lives in Ottawa County. 
The wife and mother departed this life in 1867, 
leaving to her family and friends the memory of 
a pure and holy life, devoted with unselfishness 
and love to the welfare of her husband and chil- 
dren. 

Since attaining his majority, Mr. Alford has up- 
held with enthusiam and fidelity the principles of 
the Republican party, his first Presidential vote 
having been cast for Gen. William Henry Harrison. 
Personally, his services in public otflces are highly 
appreciated and he has served as Supervisor of 
Tallmadge Township for four years, and has also 
been Treasurer for a number of terms. It is to 
such citizens as he that Tallmadge Township owes 
the prominent position it occupies as one of the 
first town8hii>s in the county. 
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ENRY D. BAKER, dealer in books and 
stationery in Muskegon, was born in Hol- 
land, March 24, 1832, and is a son of Mar- 
tin and Sarah (Van Overnk) Baker. They 
were farming people, and always resided in the 
Fatherland. Our subject is the seventh in order 
of birth in a family of twelve children, four sons 
and eight daughters, of whom four grew to mature 
years. His educational privileges were indeed 
meagre, but his training in labor was not so 
limited. He learned the trade of milling, which 
he followed until coming to America. He sailed 
from Liverpool, and after tliirty-six days the vessel 
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dropped anchor in the harbor of New York. After 
his arrival he spent some time in Chicago, and 
from there went to Grand Haven, and later to 
Grand Rapids, where he engaged in business for 
some time. 

In 1861, after the breaking out of the late war, 
Mr. Baker entered the service of his adopted coun- 
try as a member of Company K, First Michigan 
Regiment of Engineers and Mechanics. He was 
then engaged in the grocery business, and at the 
mustering office he was given ten days to dispose 
of his stock and make arrangements to go to the 
front. The regiment was assigned to the Army 
of the Potomac, and was under the command of 
Col. William P. Innis, of Grand Rapids. Mr. 
Baker participated in the battles of Stone River 
and Prairieville, and at the former was wounded 
in the foot by a rebel bullet. Tliis necessitated his 
remaining in the hospital for several months and 
he was then sent to Detroit, receiving his discharge 
on account of disability in November, 1863. 

Returning to Grand Haven, Mr. Baker made 
arrangements to remove to Muskegon and on the 
4th of January, 1864, arrived in this city. He im- 
mediately opened a book and stationery store, 
which he has carried on continuously since with 
good success. He also has a branch store in Web- 
ster, Mich. The store is complete in all its aj)- 
pointments, is furnished with a large and excel- 
lent stock of goods, and the proprietor is enjo}' ing 
an extensive and lucrative trade, which crowns his 
well-directed efforts with success. 

In 1854 Mr. Baker wedded Miss Harriet G. 
Lewis, of Grand Rapids, daughter of William 
Lewis, and a native of Holland. Two children 
grace their union: Lizzie, now the wife of Dr. 
Kerry, of Muskegon; and Gertrude, at home. 
They have a fine residence, tastefully and beauti- 
fully furnished, and supplied with all the comforts 
that go to make life worth the living. 

In politics, Mr. Baker has l)een a stalwart Re- 
publican since the organization of the party. He 
is a Knight-Templar Mason, and has been Treas- 
urer of Muskegon Commandery for twenty years. 
He also is an honored and esteemed member of 
Phil Kearney Post No. 7, G. A. R. He is also in- 
terested in other business concerns, owning con- 



siderable real-estate, including some of the best 
property in the city. He is President of the Build- 
ing and Loan Association of Muskegon, one of 
the solid financial institutions of the place, and is 
also a member of the Building and Flome Associa- 
tion. The prosperity of Muskegon and its up- 
building and development are due is no small de- 
gree to our subject, who has been prominent in 
public affaii*s, especially in the advancement of 
those interests and enterprises calculated to pro- 
mote the general welfare. He well deserves rep- 
resentation in the history of his adopted county. 
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I ifclLLIAM F. NUFER, a leading citizen wd 
\jcjf/ President of the Nufer Cedar CompaDV. 
W'^ of Whitehall, Muskegon County, Mich., is 
numbered among the substantial business men of 
the State, and, widely known, is highly esteemed. 
He is a native of Columbus, Ohio, and was boro 
September 14, 1847. His parents, Charles and 
Julia (Hiner) Nufer, were both natives of Freder- 
icklown, Md. The paternal grandfather was a Rer- 
olutionary soldier, and the family were amoog 
the patriots who fought nobly for God and lib- 
erty. Mr. Nufer, our subject, had one brother 
and sister, but, the mother dying when they were 
very young, they were then separated. Marthi 
J., the sister, mamed Martin Halbrook, a farmer 
now living near Warsaw, Ind. The brother, Leon- 
ard, reared and finely educated by a wealthy widow 
in Ohio, after completing his studies was intrusted 
with the care of the property, which his benefa^ 
tress intended to bequeath to him. With a prom- 
ising future before him, he was called awav tt 
the early age of twenty-eight years. 

Our subject, only five years old at the time of 
his mother's death, was bound out to a farmer. 
H. W. Bail, a resident of Madison County, near 
London, Ohio. Until nineteen years of age Mr. 
Nufer remained with this -hard taskmaster, work- 
ing from four o'clock in the morning until late at 
night. For ten years he continued this serere 
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in the War of the Netherlands. He and wife were 
members of the Reformed Church, and both took 
a deep interest in religious matters. She died in 
1868. Mr. Pelgrim was a Republican in politics. 

The original of this notice was about two years 
of age when he came with his parents to Zeeland, 
Ottawa County, Mich., and in addition to a fair 
education received in the common schools he at- 
tended Hope College, at Holland, Mich., from 1866 
to 1869. After leaving college he clerked in a 
store at Vriesland, and was also in a store at Grand 
Rapids, clerking in all about three and a-half 
years. After that he engaged in teaching in Mis- 
saukee County, this State, and followed this pro- 
fession with gratifying success for six years. 
During that time he was engaged in other occu- 
pations as well, and after leaving the schoolroom 
he came to Olive Township, Ottawa County, and 
located on section 21, where he bought railroad 
land. This was not much improved, but he began 
working on it and remained there until 1883, 
when he moved to Cadillac, where he made his 
home for nine or ten months. He then returned 
to section 21, and tilled the soil on his farm until 
1886, when he sold out and moved to the place 
where he now lives. 

His first wife was Miss Jane Copier, a native of 
Holland, by whom he had live children, onl}^ two 
of whom are living, Henry A. and Adrain IL, both 
at home. Mrs. Pelgrim died in 1883, and in Jan- 
uary, 1888, Mr. Pelgrim was married to Miss 
Dirkje Vcr Hoef , who was the daughter of Bert 
Verlloef, a native of Holland. Two children 
were born to the last union, John and Bert, both in- 
teresting little children. Mr. Pelgrim is the 
owner of forty acres, and he has it well improved 
and in a high state of cultivation. He grows 
corn, wheat, oats, potatoes, etc., but raises very 
little stock, devoting all his time to his farm. In 
his political preference he is a Republican, and he 
is now serving his first term as Supervisor of the 
township, discharging the duties incumbent upon 
that position in a very able manner. He served 
as Towni^hip Clerk for two years, and has settled 
the petty (litliculties of the township as Justice of 
the Peace for the pa.st eight yearj*. Mr. Pelgrim 
is also interested in educational matters, and is 



Director of his school district. He is a member of 
the Reformed Chureb in his reUgious views. Last 
year he was Secretary of the Township Republican 
Central Committee. He is public-spirited and enter- 
prising, and is an enthusiastic supporter of all 
public enterprises. 







ALVOR ANDERSON is one of the manv 
substantial farmers of Fruitiand Township 
who claim Norway as their native land. 
His residence is on section 24, where he 
has a valuable farm, compnsin^ eighty acres. He 
was born in the western part of Norway in 1841, 
being a son of Oleson and Anna (Halveson) And- 
erson. The family trace their descent tbroagb 
many generations as inhabitants of that land, and 
have always been noted for their honorable and 
trustworthy characteristics. Oleson Anderson wis 
the son of a copper-smith. He had the advjiD- 
tages of a good education and made his home do- 
der the parental roof tree until attaining his ma- 
jority, when he came into possession of his father's 
farm, which comprised about eighty acres of good 
land. Mr. Anderson was a skilled general me- 
chanic, which trade he followed in connection with 
his farming duties. To himself and wife w]i$ 
born a family of seven children. Three of the 
number, Mary A., Carel and Olie, are still resi- 
dents of Norway. Lewis and Andrew are both 
sailors, having their homes in this country. Hal- 
vor, of whom we write, is the second in order of 
birth, and Caroline resides in Wisconsin. The |mr- 
ents of these children are still living, tliough well 
along in yeai*s, and are member of the Lutheran 
Church, in the faith of which our subject was 
reared. 

In his native country our subject was given a 
good education. When he arrived at man's es- 
tate he decided to remove to the United Slates, 
and after he had landed hei*e he proceeded direct 
to Michigan, locating on his present farm. At tlie 
end of the year he enlisted in the defense of the 
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Hitchcock were united in marriage. The accom- 
plished wife of our subject is a native of the Em- 
pire State, and, horn in Kingston, is a daughter of 
Oliver Hitchcock, a highly respected citizen of 
New York. The pleasant home of Dr. and Mrs. 
Quinn has been blessed by the birth of three in- 
telligent cliildren, two sons and one daughter. 
Thomas E. was the eldest-born; Clarence was the 
second in order of birth; Mary E. is the youngest 
Our subject and his excellent wife occupy po- 
sitions of useful influence, and enjoy the esteem 
of a large acquaintance. Known in all good 
works of their immediate neighborhood, they also 
take an active part in the benevolent enterprises 
of the city, and in all matters of public welfare 
our subject lends a helping hand. 





s^A RS. HANNAH C. BARNARD. In the 
twilight of her honored and useful exist- 
ence, surrounded by all the comforts of 
life and blessed by the thoughtful min- 
istrations of a host of warm personal friends, this 
venerable lady is living in her pleasant home at 
Hudson ville. As a pioneer of this State and for 
many years a resident within its l)Oundaries, she 
has witnessed its rapid development and aided, as 
far as possible, in its material, moral and religious 
progress. An earnest Christian woman, of more 
than ordinary ability and attainments, her power 
has been felt and her character honored, not only 
in the churches where her lot has been cast, but 
by the community at large. A noble life, full of 
sweetness and (juiet trust; a name untarnished by 
seifislincss or wrong-doing; an example of Chris- 
tian livin<j worthy of emulation, such is the rich 
heritage that she can bequeath to her children and 
friends. 

The father of our subject, Jonathan JScott, was 
a nalive of Uiipert, Vt., and was born Septeml)er 
J>, 1778. I e WMS a Capluin in the Wnr of 1812 and 
a Dcinocnit in politics. His first wife, Hannah 
(Wood) Scotl, a native of Middletown, Vt., was 



born March 3, 1784, and died November 3, 1815, 
after having become the mother of five children. 
His second wife was Mrs, Rachel (Wheeler) Cook, 
who was born in Chesterfield, N. H., on tlie 3d of 
November, 1782, being the daug^hter of a Revolu- 
tionary soldier. By her first marriage she had odc 
child, while her union with Mr. Scott resulted in 
the birth of three children, all of whom are de- 
ceased with the exception of Hannah Calista. our 
subject. The mother survived until the 16th of 
February, 1855, and the father passed away Feb- 
ruary 6, 1861. In religious convictions she was s 
Baptist, while he advocated the doctrines of the 
Universalists. They were pioneers of Michigan, 
having removed here in 1844 from Jefferson 
County, N. Y. 

Bom in Ellisburg, Jefferson County, X. Y., 
March 1, 1822, the subject of this sketch was 
reared to womanhood in her native county, where 
she gained a good education. She followed the 
profession of a teacher both in the Empire State 
and after locating in Michigan. In 1846 she be- 
came the wife of Darwin E. Fisher, a native of 
V^ermont and for some years a resident of Canada, 
where he gained a good French and English edu- 
cation. He died February 24, 1853, leaving a 
widow but no children. In 1854 our subject be^ 
came the wife of William R. Barnard, who wu 
born in Buffalo, N. Y., August 16, 1813. He ^^ 
ceived his education at Rochester, N. Y., and 
thence came to Michigan in an early day. After 
his marriage to our subject, he conducted the 
Eagle Hotel in Grand Rapids, which her former 
husband had purchased in 1850. After superin- 
tending the management of that place for one 
year, he built the Barnard House and ran it as a 
first-class hotel until 1862. 

As a member of the Baptist Church, Mrs. Bar- 
nard has for years taken an active part in relig- 
ious enterprises. She is also prominently identi- 
ified with the Hudson ville Social Union, and con- 
tributes of her time and means to the various ben- 
evolent projects of the community. Of her «)n^ 
and daughters we note the following: Maria 
Bathsheba married and became the mother of five 
children, four of whom are now living. Asa Averiil 
Scott, who was bora in Ellisburg, N. Y., AugiL'«t 
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lican and an ardent advocate of the part}', Mr. 
Reiseger is also fraternally connected with Low- 
ell Moore Lodge No. 182, A. F. <fe A. M., and 
is likewise a member of the Inde|)endent Order of 
Foresters. Financially prospered, young in years, 
ambitious, energetic and enterprising, and withal 
possessed of professional ability of a high order, 
our subject has undoubtedly an enviable future 
before him. 



v^ 




RANKLIN B. WOODMAN. Those to whom 
has been granted the privilege of residing 
in Ottawa County for the past forty or 
fifty years have witnessed an interrupted series of 
improvements. Where once rose the smoke of 
the camp fire now ascends the busy hum of indus- 
try from a thriving city. Where once the hunter 
roamed in search of game the farmer now tills the 
soil. Chaos has been reduced to system, and pov- 
erty has been replaced by prosperity. As one of 
the number whose efforts have contributed to se- 
cure these results, we present the name of F. B. 
Woodman, a resident farmer of Tallmadge Town- 
ship. 

The parents of our subject were Borden and 
Elizabeth (Brown) Woodman, the latter being the 
daughter of Joseph and Elizabeth Brown. He was 
the sixth of a family of eleven cliildren, and was 
born in Madson, Madison County, N. Y., Octol)er 1 1 , 
1825. At the age of six years he was orphaned by 
the death of his mother and was then taken into the 
home of his maternal grandfather, .Joseph Brown, 
by whom he was reared to manhood. In his youth 
he attended the common schools of the neighbor- 
hood, but as they were of a very inferior ortler his 
education was rather meagre. 

At the age of nineteen years our subject com- 
menced to work as a day laborer, and was thus en- 
gaged until the fall of 1819, when, desirous of 
bettering his (Inaneial condition, he came to Mich- 
igan. Here he settled in the woods of Tallmadge 
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Township, and purchasing property began to clear 
the land and cultivate the soil of his present 
farm. He is now the owner of about one hundred 
acres, all of which are under excellent cultivation, 
devoted principally to the raising of cereals. In 
the rotation of crops and fertilization of the soil 
he exercises good judgment, as a consequence of 
which his land is fertile and he is enabled each 
year to gather large harvests of golden grain. 

Tlie lady who in 1845 became the wife of our 
subject was Miss Family J., daughter of William 
Hammond, a resident of Herkimer County, N. Y. 
Mr. and Mrs. Woodman are the parents of five 
children, but only two are now living. They are 
Hannah 8., who is the wife of Samuel Roach and 
resides in Ottawa County; and Charles Franklin, 
who married Miss Ann Elizabeth Ritchmiller, and 
makes his home with his father, assisting in the 
cultivation of the farm. In his political belief 
Mr. Woodman is a stanch Republican, and since 
casting his first ballot has always upheld the prin- 
ciples for which the party stands. He has offici- 
ated as Constable, and has also occupied other 
positions, where he has rendered eflScient and sat- 
isfactory service on belialf of his fellow-citizens. 



•* - 





OEKE BOS. A glance at the lives of tli,^^ ^g 
representative men whose names ap|)ear ir^ ^n 
this volume will reveal many sketches c ^rzMii 
honorable and influential citizens, wli»» .«-^io 
have resided many 3ears in this country, biKi^^^ut 
among them none is more worthy or deservin.c:jr .ng 
of mention than Mr. Bos, who is a true type 
the succ*essful and progressive Michigan farm 
He was born in Holland Township, near where I 
now lives, in 1853, his parents being Tunnes a 
Creje Ik>s, and his grandparents Doeke and (^re 
Bos. The paternal grandfather, Doeke Bos, di<^ M /er/ 
in his native land of Holland, when his son Tu .^-in- 
nes was alK)ut three years of age. He was t ^^^/fe 
owner of a small boat, and while sailing this crf^^^l 
was drowned. Thus Tunnes and his brother Pe*::-^/ 
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of Oliver and Parthenia (Smith) Walkley, both 
natives of the Nutmeg State. The father, who has 
followed agricultural pui*suits all his life, is still 
living and is in his eighty-fifth 3'ear. Our subject's 
maternal grandfather, Joel Smith, was of Scotch 
descent, his father having been a native of Scot- 
land. 

The subject of this sketch passed his boyhood 
and youth in Hillsdale and Muskegon Counties, 
and remained under the parental roof until eigh- 
teen years of age. In 1864 he enlisted in Company 
C, Twenty-third Michigan Infantry, under Col. 
O. L. S|>aulding, and was assigned to the Twenty- 
third Army Corps of Ohio. He took part in a 
number of engagements, the most prominent being 
liOSt Mountain, Pumpkin Vine Creek, Peach Tree 
Creek and all the engagements around Atlanta, 
Jonesboro, Columbia (Tenn.), Nashville and Frank- 
lin, besides numerous skirmishes. He was acting 
Superintendent of the Fi*eedman's Bureau, the 
Easteiii District, in North Carolina for months. 
In 1865 he was transferred to the Twenty-eighth 
Infantry, commanded by Col. Wheeler, and was 
discharged on the 10th of June, 1866. After 
leaving the army he came to Michigan, and shortly 
afterward commenced the study of medicine with 
Dr. Sinzs, of Newaygo, but in the mean time 
taught school. I^ater he entered the medical de- 
partment of the University of Michigan at Ann 
Arbor, and was graduated from that well-known 
institution in 1876. He subsequently began prac- 
ticing in Hudsonville, Ottawa County, Mich., and 
there remained until 1879, when he located in 
Spring Lake, and in 1885 at Grand Haven, where 
he has carried on a general practice since. 

The Doctor has met with good success in his 
chosen calling and gives abundant evidence of the 
ability which qualities him for a high place in the 
medical profession. He was appointed Marine 
Surgeon, and has held that position since Febru- 
ary, 1887. On the 16th of February, 1864, he was 
married to Miss Ida Skinner, of Casenovia Town- 
ship, Muskegon County, Mich., and the daughter 
of L. F. Skinner. The fruits of this union were 
three children: Kmile, wife of Peter J. DanhoflP, a 
prominent attorney of Grand Haven; Adaline, ; 
wife of Bert Hatch, of this county; and Charlotte, 



wife of A. E. Ewing, a prominent attorney, re- 
siding in Grand Rapids. In politics Dr. Walkley is 
a Republican, and he has shown his appreciation 
of secret organizations by becoming a member of 
I^ke Lodge, I. O. O. F., at Spring Lake. He is 
also a member of Weatherwax Post, G. A. R. Mrs. 
Walkley died in the year 1873, and subsequently 
the Doctor took for his second wife Miss Olive 
McDonald, of Grand Rapids, and the daughter of 
Hugh McDonald. Mrs. Walkley is a native of 
Vermont, but in 1858 came to Grand Rupids, 
where she was a teacher in the schools for several 
years. She is an accomplished and cultured lady. 





YRUS J. DOVE, M. D. The noble profes- 
sion of medicine affords to the student io 
that science a never-ending source of in- 
vestigation and experiment. New remedies arc 
constantly being discovered, steady progress is 
being made in surgery, and new diseases are pre- 
senting themselves under varying forms of civili- 
zation. Whatever may be said of the discoveries 
in other fields of knowledge, and certainly they 
are astonishing, it can truthfully be said of this 
science that not one can equal it in the great 
strides it is making towards a comprehensive grasp 
of the whole subject of man in relation to health 
and disease, the prevention and the cure of ilb 
that fiesh is heir to. 

In the noble army of workers in this great field 
stands the name of Cyrus J. Dove, who is a native 
of Connecticut, born in Stamford, Fairfield Coun- 
ty, December 16, 1853. His parents, Daniel and 
Ruth (lieers) Dove, were natives also of the Nut- 
meg State, and the father was a man of means. 
Our subject attended the common schools of 
Ridgefield County, and later entered the High 
School, where he received a good practical educa- 
tion. Following thai he read medicine in Michi- 
gan with Dr. Monroe, of Monroe, that State, and 
then went to Ft. Wayne, Ind., where he read un- 
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ritoi'ics of Iowa and Minnesota. He accompanied 
Jack llungerford in a search for mill sites and tim- 
l>er-land in the interests of an Eastern land and 
lumber company. During the winter of 1852-53 
he remained in Minnesota, and spent his time in 
hunting and trapping. With his companions, he 
was at one time attacked by a band of Indians 
and was obliged to flee for his life, losing all the 
-valuable furs and skins he had collected. At the 
time of the attack the hunters were gathered about 
the camp fire, and, being taken completely by sur- 
prise, were forced to fight at fearful odds. Two 
of the company were seriously wounded, yet all 
fought with desperate courage and reached in 
safety the nearest settlement of whites. About 
thirty Indians fell in the conflict 

In 1854 Mr. Skeels located in Muskegon Coun- 
ty, and later built a mill in Oceana County, just 
across the county line. He still resided in Holton 
Township, where he has since remained. He pur- 
chased from the Government three hundred and 
twenty acres of hardwood timber-land, under 
the '*Grad nation Act'* paying for the property at 
seventy-five cents per acre. For seven years in 
his little log cabin he kept "bachelor's hall,'* de- 
voting his time principally to hunting. To the 
east his nearest neighbor lived where the village 
of Fremont now stands, and to the southwest he 
had no neighbor nearer than Muskegon, twenty- 
two miles away. Such were his surroundings in 
former yeare. He has met with prosperity- in his 
farming undertakings. As settlers have flocked 
to the county, improvements have been intro- 
duced, and the value of the land has increased 
proportionately. Commensurate with the progress 
of the county has been the prosperity of Mr. 
Skeels, who now owns, in addition to his home- 
stead, four hundred acres in Oceana County and 
one thousand acres of hardwood timber in the 
Northern Peninsula of Michigan. 

By his first marriage Mr. Skeels has two sons: 
Charles F., who married Geneveive Hannah, and 
Rafus T. These promising young men are gradu- 
ates of the Business College at Flint, Genesee 
County, and Rufus has been admitted to the Bar 
of the Stiite of Michigan, being the youngest law- 
yer in the State. In 1861 our subject entered 



the service of the Government, enlisting for three 
months. Later he enlisted at Grand Rapids for 
a period of three years, becoming a member of 
Company H, Third Michigan Infantry, and serv- 
ing with gallantry until the close of the war. He 
actively participated in forty-three battles aod 
numerous skirmishes while connected with tiic 
Army of the Potomac. For thirty days he w*« 
constantly under fire, and was present during the 
entire period of the battle of the Wilderness. He 
was seven times wounded, and each time was sent to 
the hospital at Washington. Kntering theservic^e 
as a private, he was mustered out as First Lieu- 
tenant, although at the time a Captain's coiniDis- 
sion had been granted him, and be received tiie 
pay of a Captain, being in command of a com- 
l)any during much of the time. After having 
served with fidelity for three years and twomoDtlis. 
he was honorably discharged, in June, 1864. 

An expert shot, Mr. Skeels is a noted sports- 
man, and owns probably one of the finest bunt- 
ing equipments of any hunter in Michigan. He 
sent to England a few years ago and had made 
to order a double-barreled shot-gun, carrying thir- 
ty-five buck-shot from thirteen to fifteen rods, 
all within a three-foot circle. This magnificent 
gun has brought down some of the finest speci- 
mens of game ever bagged by any hunter, and b 
among the most valued possessions of the owner. 
Fraternally, Mr. Skeels is associated with Dablgren 
Post No. 149, G. A. R., at Holton, and greatly en- 
joys the reunions with old comrades, among whom 
he has a host of friends. 





HANCY L. WHITNEY, Secretary of the Mas- 
kegon Pioneer and Historical Society, Presi- 
dent of the Muskegon Horticultural Society. 

and a prominent florist and seedsman of Muskegon. 

was born at Allen's Hill, Ontario County, N. T« 

July 25, 1836. He is a son of Chancy W. Whitney. 

a native of the Empire State, bornat Allen's Uill 
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Christian Olson first located in Milwaukee, 
whore he engaged in the fishing trade or followed 
an3' other pursuit that would bring him an honest 
livelihood. In the fall of 1855, he came to what 
is now Muskegon County, Mich., locating in 
Fruitland Township, where he purchased Govern- 
ment land and engag'ed in lumberin^^ for about 
six years. lie then let the land go back to the 
State for taxes, as it was worth little after the 
timber had been cleared away. For a time Mr. 
Olson was quite successful in his business ventures, 
but he lost a cargo of goods on a vesi^el, and this 
reduced his possessions greatly. In September, 
1859, he purchased eighty acres of Government 
land where our subject now resides, and the fol- 
lowing year located thereon with his family and 
began the development of the homo. Its bound- 
aries he extended until one hundred and sixty 
acres yielded to him a good income. He was 
called to his final rest in 1883. In religious be- 
lief he was a Lutheran, and his political views 
were those of the Republican party. 

Tom Olson, whose name heads this record, was 
only ten years of age when he left the land of his 
nativity and came to the New World. He re- 
mained in school at Milwaukee for two years after 
his parents came to Michigan, and paid his own 
expenses while acquiring his education. He then 
rejoined his parents, with whom he remained un- 
til he had attained his majority, when he started 
out for himself. He purchased forty acres of 
State land for $50, and began the development of 
the farm, upon which he now resides. To this he 
has added one hundred and twenty acres of land, 
secured from the Government, and the entire 
amount has been improved and cultivated until 
it is now one of the rich and fertile farms of the 
neighborhood. 

In 1865, Mr. Olson mamed Miss Sarah Ryerson, 
and b^' their union were born two children, Ole, 
and Ida, now the wife of Lewis Pecha. The 
mother of this familj^ died, and Mr. Olson was 
again married, his second union being with Sarah 
Nelson, daughter of John and Sarah (Sherman) 
Nelson. Her parents were natives of New York 
and had a famil}' of eight children, of whom she 
is the youngest. She was born in Clay Ikinks 



Township, Oceana County, Mich., in 1857, and by 
her marriage has became the mother of nine chil- 
dren, of whom eight are still living, namely: 
Christian, Adma, Louella, Trouls, Holly, Caroline 
M., Nelson and Ivan S. 

Mr. and Mrs. Olson are both members of the 
Lutheran Church. In politics, he is a supporter 
of tlie Republican party, and has been honored 
with the offices of Highway Commissioner and 
School Treasurer, filling the former three years, 
and the latter nine years. He is a public-spirited 
and progressive citizen, who manifests a commend- 
able interest in everything pertaining to the wet- 
fare of the community and its advancement 
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J^OllN D. VANDER WERP. BiograpLj 
should be written for the sake of its les- 
sons — that men everywhere may place them- 
selves in contact with facts and affairs, and 
build themselves up to and into a life of excel- 
lence, not in any sphere, but in their own riglit- 
ful i)lacc, where they may keep and augment tiieir 
individuality. To record such a life is our purptis^ 
in the following history of John D. Vander Wcrp. 
dealer in furniture, carpets and crockery at Mus- 
kegon. As in everything else, so in furoiuire 
it always pays to get the best, and an establi^b- 
ment which has gained an excellent reputatioo 
for just methods is the one conducted by our sub- 
ject Only reliable goods are handled, and tbe 
trade of the house extends far and wide. He keep^ 
a well-selected and extensive assortment of tbe 
finest grades of goods of the latest styles, and be 
has a wide-spread and enviable patronage. 

Mr. Vander Werp was born in Holland July 
9, 1848, to the marriage of the Rev. D. J. Van- 
der Werp, pastor of the Reformed Church, and 
Alberta (Boerema) Vander Werp, both natives of 
the Old Country, where the mother passed her 
entire life. Three children were born to tliis es- 
teemed couple, and of these our subject is the 
eldest. He spent his youth and schooldajs in 
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our subject was born in Canada, September 27, 
1819, and still makes her home in Crockery Town- 
ship, being now (1893) seventy-four years of age. 
Notwithstanding her advanced years, she is strong 
and hearty, and personally superintends the man- 
agement of her farm. She is a member of the 
Baptist Church, to which her husband also be- 
longed. Their pioneer home in years gone by 
was brightened by the presence of five sons and 
one daughter, of whom we note the "following: 
Henry E., the subject of this sketch, is the eldest; 
Lewis D. resides in Crockery Township; Charles 
enlisted in Company I, Second Michigan Cavalry, 
and just before the expiration of his term of 
enlistment returned to his home, where he soon 
afterward died, July 10, 1864; Albert resides in 
Grand Rapids, this State; Walter makes his home 
in Muskegon, Mich.; and Elizabeth, who resided in 
Michigan for thirty- four years, passed away on 
th(j 17th of April, 1893. 

In Oswego County, N. Y., the subject of this 
sketch was reared to manhood, receiving a some- 
what limited education in the common schools. 
In 1854, he accompanied his parents to Michigan, 
where he has since resided. At the opening of 
the Civil War, he enlisted, on the 5th of Decem- 
ber, 1861, as a member of Company F, Fourteenth 
Michigan Infantry, and served with bravery until 
the close of the conflict receiving his discharge 
on the 28th of July, 1865. He participated with 
his regiment in a number of important engage- 
ments, including the battle of Hambcrg's landing, 
the siege of Corinth, Pittsburg Landing and luka, 
proceeding from the last-named city to Nashville, 
where for two months the regiment was cut off 
from all communication with friends. 

In the city of Nashville, from the fall of 1862 
until the spring of 1863 the subject of this sketch 
was employed on garrison duty. From Nash- 
ville he went to Franklin, Tenn., where he also 
did garrison duty. Thence he went to Colum- 
bia, Tenn., and remained in that place until 
January of 1864, when, his term of service hav- 
ing expired, he re-enlisted, securing a thirty-days 
furlough and availing himself of this opportunity 
to make a visit to his home. On reporting for 
duty at Nashville, he was assigned to the First 




Brigade, Second Division, Fourteenth Array Corps, 
and with his company took part in the Atlanta 
campaign. After the fall of Atlanta they went 
to Savannah, consuming twenty-six days en route, 
and taking their Christmas dinner in the citj^ last- 
named. Iwioaving that place in January, they 
crossed Sister's Ferry, marching to Columbia, S. 
C, and from there to Bentonville, and thence to 
Raleigh. In the skirmish at that place, our sub- 
ject served as color-bearer and fortunately escaped 
uninjured, although one man out of five, upon an 
average, was killed or wounded. 

From Raleigh the regiment marched to Rich- 
mond, Va., where a few days were spent. Then 
they proceeded to Washington, D. C, where the3' 
took part in the Grand Review. Later our subject 
was sent to Louisville, Ky., where he remained 
until the 18th of July, 1865. He was then 
mustered out of service, and upon going to De 
troit received his flnal discharge and his pa3' fo 
the period of service. Though he took an activ 
part in many desi)erate encounters with the reb 
els, he was wounded only upon one occasion, afte--^ 
the siege of Corinth, in 1862, when he remame^ 
in the hospital for a time. 

Shortly after returning lo his home, Mr. Plasn j 
was united in marriage, October 25, 1865, wit^:^ 
Miss Jennie S. Clark, who was born in Senec^t^ 
County, N. Y., the daughter of Robert and Cather — 
ine (Van Riper) Clark. The union has resulted in 
the birth of seven children, of whom the follow, 
ing survive: Emma Myrtle, who resides in Chi- 
cago; Carrie M., Lewis C, Pearl M., Bessie C. and 
Ernest L. Jessie, a twin of Bessie C, died in in- 
fancy. E. Myrtle is book-keeper for R. J. Boersma, 
of the Roseland Enterprise Comimny, Chicago. Car- 
rie M. is a head milliner in Saginaw, Mich. Lewis 
E. was a teacher but is now a student at Ann Arbor, 
Mich. Pearl M. is a teacher in the public schools of 
Chicago. The two younger are in school. While 
in Georgia Mr. Plant cast his first Presidential bal- 
lot for Abraham Lincoln, and since that time he 
has steadfastly adhered to the principles enunciated 
by the Republican party. He has served as High- 
way Commissioner of Crockery Township, and has 
officiated in other local capacities. Socially, he i? 
identified with Bartholomew Post No. 136, G. A. 
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and there he resided until about thirteen years of 
age, meanwhile receiving an excellent practical 
education in the German language. In 1864, he 
accompanied his parents, John and Dora (Ronne) 
Wachter, from the Fatherland to the United 
States, and with them settled in the village of 
Spring Lake, Mich., where he resided about four 
years. 

For a number of years Mr. Wachter was em- 
ployed on the railroad, and as he received good 
wages he was enabled to support his parents in 
comfort until their death. His father, who had 
been a blacksmith in the Old Country, lived re- 
tired from active labors until his death in Spring 
Lake, about 1868. Afterward his widow married 
again, becoming the wife of Thomas Bell. She 
continued to reside in Spring Lake until her death 
in 1892. She was the mother of three children, 
William being the youngest. The others arc: Eliza 
the wife of Henry Sims; and William, who died at 
the age of twelve years. 

Reared in Germany until thirteen years of age, 
our subject can speak and write German fluently; 
he is also familiar with the Dutch and English 
languages, speaking and writing in both with 
ease. After coming to the United States, he 
learned the trade of a blacksmith in the railroad 
shops at Spring Lake, but never actively engaged 
in the occupation. The flrst purchase of land by 
Mr. Wachter consisted of an eighty-acre tmct six 
miles north of Nunica, which he sold about 1880. 
In December, 1882, he discontinued farming and 
located on the farm where he now resides. He is 
the owner of eighty acres, of which sixty were 
cleared at the time of the purchase, and the re- 
maining acres have been cleared by the present 
owner. 

September 24, 1874, Mr. Wachter was united in 
marriage with Miss Clara Feitler, the daughter of 
John and Margaret (Ehrhardt) Feitler, and a na- 
tive of Germany. She accompanic^d her parents 
from Bavaria to America and settled with them 
at Port Washington, Wis., removing thence to 
Spring Lake. Afterward her parents purchased 
forty acres of land, and upon that place the3' still 
reside. Mr. and Mrs. Wachter are the parents of 
four living children, and have lieen called upon 



to mourn the loss of five by death. Those de- 
ceased were: Lewis, Johnnie, Eliza, Clara and 
Willie. The surviving children are: Bfaggie, 
Anna, Augusta and George. The first Presidential 
ballot of Mr. Wachter was cast for Gen. U. S. 
Grant, and he has since then maintained bis alle- 
giance to the principles for which that famous sol- 
dier fought. He is a man of pronainenoe in bis 
community, and has served as School Director for 
two terms, besides filling a number of minor of- 
fices. 




J^ OHN J. HOWDEN. Integrity, mtelligence 
and system are characteristics which will 
advance the interests of any man, and will 
tend to the prosperity to which all aspire. 
Such are some of the traits of the gentleman, Job o 
J. Howden, who is the popular and able Treasurer 
and Secretary of the Muskegon Gats Light Com- 
pany, Muskegon, Mich. The present work was 
established in 1871 as a stock company, withL 
G. Moses as President and James Clements Secre- 
tary. The business had been carried on for soooe 
time when our subject became deeply interested as 
a stockholder, and he is now one of the leading 
business men of the city of Muskegon. In this 
brief summary of points in Mr. Howden 's career, 
it should be said as an excuse for an omission, that 
a biography of more pretension could best convey 
the lessons of his life of industry and lutelligeot 
skill. Like the company he represents, the career 
of Mr. Howden is of value as showing that hon- 
esty, capacity and energy receive their reward at 
last and in good measure. 

Mr. Howden was born in Ontario, Canada, in 
1846, and is a son of James and Ellen (Stephen- 
son) Howden. The father followed agricnlUinil 
pursuits all his life, and, being industrious and 
enterprising, became one of the substantial citi- 
zens of his neighborhood. He was a man possessed 
of more than the average amount of intelligence 
and wisdom, and his cai*eer was one marked bj 
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However, he superintends the management of his 
farm and attends carefully to every detail of the 
work. He is one of the influential and highly 
esteemed citizens of Muskegon County, and his 
life, though unmarked by any stirring events or 
thrilling episodes, has been been full of usefulness 
and crowned witli honor. Those who have en- 
joyed the privilege of intimate association with 
liim have found his wide experience and ripe wis- 
dom of invaluable assistance, and his circle of 
friends is limited only by the number of his ac- 
quaintances. 



v^.. 
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^^ LARE^X'E W. SESSIONS, senior member 
[({ f- of the firm of Sessions & Ikissett, attonieys 
^^^ and counselors-at-law in Muskegon, was 
born in Ionia County, Mich., February 8, 1859. 
He is a son of William Sessions, a native of New 
York State, who in 1837 removed to Michigan, 
locating in the township of North Plains, Ionia 
County. There for many years he engaged as a 
tiller of the soil, meeting with considerable success 
in his chosen vocation. In 1870 he retired from 
farming pui-suits, and, removing to the city of 
Ionia, has since made his home at that place. His 
father, Nathaniel, was a native of Connecticut, 
and the family was for m&ny generations prom- 
inent in the history of New England. 

The mother of our subject was Julia, daughter 
of John and Eliza Jennings. Her two sons were 
named Clarence W. and John F., the latter being 
a farmer. The former, who forms the subject of 
this sketch, was reared on his father's farm in 
Ionia County, where amid rural surroundings he 
grew to a robust and sturdy manhood. P'or a 
time he conducted his studies in the district 
schools, and later attended the High School at 
Ionia, from which he was graduated in ^1877. 
Afterward he became a student in the University 
of Michiiran at Ann Arbor, and was graduated 
from the literary department of that institution 
in the Class of '81. 



Having resolved upon choosing for his life oc- 
cupation tlie legal profession, Mr. Sessions com- 
menced to study law under the able tuition and 
preceptorship of MitclioU <Sr Bell, attorneys at 
Ionia, in whose office he conducted his studies qd- 
til he was admitted to practice at the Bar in 1883. 
Opening an office at Ionia, he soon gained an ex- 
tensive and lucrative practice, i-emaining in Uuit 
place for two years. In 1885 he came to Muske- 
gon and opened an oflSce in the Masonic Block, 
later removing to the Merchants' National Bank 
Block, where he now occupies a pleasant suite of 
rooms. His present partnership with Frank H. 
Basse tt was formed in 1890, and the members of 
the firm have an established reputation for ability 
and erudition. 

The marriage of Mr. Sessions, which took place 
in 1882, united him with Miss Mary S., daughter 
of Rev. Charles H. Foote, a Presbyterian minister 
of Ionia, Mich. Two children have blessed thi:« 
union. The family residence is located at No. 
250 Webster Avenue, and is comfortably and 
tastily furnished. The political belief of Mr. Ses- 
sions has led him into aflSliation with the Repub- 
lican party, of which he is one of the most influ- 
ential members in this section of the State. He 
has served as a member of the State Republican 
Committee and the County Committee, in both of 
which organizations he has rendei-ed ctficient ser- 
vice on behalf of his party. For three year* or 
more he has been a Director in the Merchaots' 
National Bank of Muskegon. 




y|L ERMAN LANGKOWEL, the enterprising 
IJ and well-known dealer m wood and coal of 
""^ Muskegon, Mich., born in Western Prussia. 
Germany, Marcli 2, 1854, has from his 
early youth been associated with the rapid growth 
and upward progress of his present locality, and, 
greatly prospered, has amassed a comfortable com- 
))etence, and, aside from conducting his coal au<i 
wood yard at the foot of Terrace Street, also owu.^ 
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and successfully manages a sales and livery sta- 
ble on l^ke Street. The paternal grandfather, 
Charles Langkowel, Jr., emigrated to America and 
landed safely in New York in 1869. The father, 
a baker by trade, after his arrival in the United 
States devoted himself to the pursuit of agricul- 
ture. Locating in Muskegon County, Mich., he 
made his home there for many years and passed 
peacefully away within the boundaries of the 
county in 1882. The mother, Alesia Steincke, 
died in her native land, Germany. She was a de- 
scendant of a line of German ancestors who by 
their sterling traits of character won their upward 
way to useful influence. 

Herman Langkowel, our subject, remained in 
Prussia during his boyhood and attended the 
common schools of his birthplace, some seven 
years after the death of his mother crossing the 
broad Atlantic to a new home beyond the sea. At 
sixteen years of age, accompanying his father to 
America, he landed in New York City and directly 
proceeded thence to Michigan, locating in Grand 
Haven, where for twelve years he ran an hotel and 
the succeeding winter studied in the district 
school. In 1861 he removed to Muskegon, and 
here he was employed in the sawmill of John 
Torrent and Esaw Torrent for a time. In 1877, in 
partnership with Mr. Petrie, he embarked in the 
coal business, but later Mr. Petrie sold out and Mr. 
Langkowel, then assuming full charge of the busi- 
ness, has profitably continued in the same up to the 
present time. Buying to excellent advantage by 
the vessel and car-load, he controls one of the larg- 
est trades in wood and coal on the Lake. 

Mr. Langkowel has been engaged for the past 
fifteen years in buying and shipping draft and 
coach horses, purchasing largely in Illinois. Fi- 
nancially prospered, he owns two hundred acres of 
valuable farming land, some of the best in Mus- 
kegon County. His sales and livery stable has 
proven an excellent investment and is patronized 
by a large and rapidly increasing custom. Al- 
though his time is mainly occupied with business 
cares, Mr. Langkowel takes an active interest in 
public issues, both local and National, and, polit- 
ically, attiliates with the Democratic party. 

Fraternally a valued member of the ludei>en- 



dent Order of Odd Fellows, our subject is likewise 
identified with the Maccabees and is also con- 
nected with the Grerman Workingmen's Associa- 
tion, enjoying the friendship of a wide acquaint- 
ance among these orders. Upon December 15, 
1877, were united in marriage Herman Langkowel 
and Miss Bertha Steubenrauch, a native of Louis- 
ville, Ky., but later a resident, for some time prev- 
ious to her marriage, of Muskegon. Our subject 
and his estimable wife have been blessed by the 
birth of two children, a son and daughter. Otto 
and Emma. The comfortable and attractive fam- 
ily residence is pleasantly located at No. 314 Lake 
Street, Muskegon. 





ON. J. W. MOON, M. C, capitalist and 
lumberman of Muskegon, was born in the 
township of Van Buren, Wayne County, 
Mich., January 18, 1836, to which place 
his parents had removed two years previous from 
Ontario County, N. Y. His father. Steward C. 
Moon, was born in 1798, in New York State, and 
is of English descent on his father's side, and Irish 
on his mother's. He died in October, 1891, aged 
ninety-two years. His wife was Marj' A. Snyder, 
of Jersev-Dutch ancestors, and a native of New 
Jersey. She was born in 1804, and lived to be 
seventy-six yeai-s of age, passing away at their 
home in Jackson County, Mich., in 1880. 

Until eighteen yeai-s of age, our subject took 
part in the routine work on his father's farm, at- 
tending the district school during the winter sea- 
sons. In 1852, the family removed from Wayne 
to Jackson County, and in December, 1854, leav- 
ing the shelter of the paternal roof, he commenced 
the battle of life in earnest. He went to the lum- 
ber camps on the Flat River, near the town of 
Greenville, Montcalm County, whei^e, in the fol- 
lowing spring, he secured work in a sawmill, and 
within nine months was found occupying the po- 
sition known in those days as "head sawyer," from 
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bis taking charge of the lumber-yards, attending 
to the selling of lumber, and sealing logs as they 
were drawn into the mill. 

In the spring of 1856 he removed to Muskegon, 
and found employment as bead sawyer in the mill 
of Beidler Brothers, then one of the leading lum- 
bering firms on Muskegon Lake, with whom he re- 
mained in this capacity until the fall of 1860. 
The year 1861 he spent on his farm in Ionia 
County, purchased with the savings from his 
wages, and in the spring of 1862. returning to 
Muskegon, he engaged as head sawyer with Rob- 
erts, Calkins <fe Hull, with whom he continued two 
seasons, scaling logs in the woods during the win- 
ter months. In the years 1864 to 1867, he held 
the position of foreman of the mill during the run- 
ning season, and had charge of a lumber camp 
during the winters. The season of 1867 he ran a 
mill by the thousand, and in March, 1868, in com- 
pany with Alexander V. Mann, organized the firm 
of A. V. Mann & Co., which continues, and up to 
1890 they were among the most extensive lumber 
operators on Muskegon Lake. The firm purchased 
the mill built the year previously by 8hupe, Haines 
«k Weymouth, situated on Muskegon Lake, in the 
then village of Lakeside, since become a part of 
the city of Muskegon. The mill then had a capac- 
ity of about twelve million feet of lumber per 
year, which has since been materially increased. 
The output for the season of 1888 was about 
twenty million feet, the firm employing in this 
work upwards of seventy-five men. They are 
largely interested in timber-lands in Arkansas, in 
which they own about a billion and a quarter of 
standing pine, and also own a one-third interest in 
a billion or more of standing pine in British Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr. Moon is Presidentand a principal stockhold- 
er of the Alaska Refrigerator Company, of Muske- 
gon, Mich. He is also President of the Muskegon 
Savings Bank, of which he wi\s one of the organ- 
izers in 1887, and which has a capital of l?50,000, 
having conducted a succest^ful business from its 
inception. He is a stockholder m the Lumber- 
man's National Bnnk, of Muskegon, and is Presi- 
dent of the Michis^an Fire Ladder <\: Truck Com- 
pany, of Grand Rapids, organized in the spring of 



1888. He has large real-estate interests in the city 
of Red Cloud, Webster County, Neb., near which 
he owns and operates an extensive stock farm, and 
in addition to these interests, he is a stockholder in 
the Farmers' & Merchants' National Bank of Red 
. Cloud. 

In politics, Mr. Moon is a close adherent and an 
active supporter of the principles of the Repub- 
lican party. The township and village of Lake- 
side, which were built up mainly by the emploj^es 
of A. V. Mann <fe Co., have elected him to various 
offices, among them being Township Treasurer, 
Supervisor and President of the villas, etc. He 
was elected to the State Senate of 1885-86 from 
the Twenty-first Senatorial District, composed of 
Ottawa and Muskegon Counties, and re-elected at 
the close of his first term. During the second 
term as Senator, he was Chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Appropriation and Finance. Mr. 
Moon is an active member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church of Muskegon, and in this connection 
his name is well known throughout the State as 
one of the most active workers, both in time and 
means, in the interests of that denomination. 

Mr. Moon was firet married in February', IS60, 
to Sarah M. Miller, of Jackson County, Mich., 
who tlied in October, 1861. In November of ISSS 
he married for his second wife Miss Cynthia A. 
Hough, of Ionia County, Mich. She died May 8, 

1866. He was united in marriage January 23, 

1867, with Miss Alice M. Noble (his present wife), 
a native of New York State, but her father dying 
during her childhood she emigrated to Michigan 
with her mother and brothers in 1857. To them 
have been born six children, as follows: Paul S.. 
who was born March 1, 1868; Grace N., March 18, 
1869; Dora A., March 28, 1874; Roy E., Mareh 
15, 1875; John W., Jr., February 22, 1882; and 
Alice M., April 7, 1884. 

A Muskegon gentleman contributes the follow- 
ing: '*The writer has had the pleasure of an ac- 
quaintance with the subject of this sketch for 
more than twenty yeai-s. At its commencement. 
Mr. Moon was a young man, actively engaged in 
operating a sawmill here, under contract with the 
owners, by which arrangement he saved a few 
thousand dollars. This sum, together with lii^ 
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State and Alabama until 1892, when he took a 
post-graduate coui*sc in Rush Medical College, of 
Chicago, and thence came direct to Muskegon, 
where he gives much of his attention to chronic 
troubles and aggravated forms of disease. The 
success of Dr. Bean in man 3' extreme cases has 
brought him patients from far-ofif Iowa, Illinois 
and St Louis, Mo., as well as distant parts of 
Michigan. 

In 1871 Dr. Emery J. Bean and Miss Edwina 
McAlister were united in marriage. Mrs. Bean is 
a native of Maine and a daughter of Ephraim 
McAlister, well known in New England. One 
son, Reo F., a student at Rush Medical College, 
blessed the union of our subject nnd his estimable 
wife. Following in the footsteps of his father, 
the son is now preparing himself for the unselfish 
and exacting life of a phj-sician. Our subject, 
* while not a politician nor especially active in 
public mattei*s, is deeply interested in Govern- 
mental issues, and is intelligently posted on all 
the questions of the hour. 



Ill pi 
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ENJAMIN LILLIE, a highly esteemed pio- 
.. neer citizen and prominent general agri- 
i' culturist of Ottawa County, Mich., came 
with his brother Timothy to this State in 
1843, and, locating three miles north of where I^- 
mont now stands, they were the first white settlers 
of Wright Township. The brothers made their 
own road from I^mont, then only a landing place, 
known as Steele's Landing, to their farms, which 
at first were heavily timbered claims of a quar- 
ter-section each, covered with a dense growth of 
beech and maple. The brother later died on his 
homestead, leaving a large family. 

Our subject was born in St. Lawrence County, N. 
Y., where he received an education, and attained 
to manhood. He was married there to Miss Philena 
Dickenson, and soon after, determining to try his 
fortune in the West, left her in the old home while 
he came to Michigan to prospect and secure some 



place to which he might bring his young wife. 
In the fall of 1843 Mrs. Lillie joined her husband 
in Ottawa County, and the two, reunited, entered 
with ambition into founding a new home amid 
the pioneer scenes and yet almost wilderness of 
this part of the State. Year after year Mr. Lillie 
devoted himself to the pursuit of agriculture, 
and, as the woods yielded to his axe and the cul- 
tivated soil responded to a bounteous harvest, 
financial prosperit}' crowned the industry and 
thrift of husband and wife. 

Ten children with their bright presence blessed 
the home of these early settlers of Michigan. 
After many years the faithful companion, who 
had shared the early struggles of our subject, 
passed away, mourned by all who knew her. Mr. 
Lillie after some time wedded again, and, once 
more bereaved by the death of a wife, a third 
time entered into matrimonial bonds and became 
the father of a numerous progeny. Until 1889 
Mr. Lillie continued to make his residence in Ot- 
tawa County, but at that date removed to New 
Iberia, La., where he is now engaged in the cul- 
tivation of sugar-cane. 

Roswell Lillie, the second son of Benjamii 
and Philena (Dickenson) Lillie, a very success- 




ful attorney-at-law and a prominent citizen o 
Coopersville, was born in Wright Township an 
grew up to a self-reliant and enterprising maik — 
hood in Ottawa County. Having first enjoyecf 
the benefit of a good common-school educatioM?^ 
Mr. Lillie afterward graduated with honor from 
the State Agricultural College, and later read lav 
in Lansing, Mich. While pui'suing his legal studies 
he taught school, and through his own efforts has 
steadily won his upward way to assured success. 
In 1873 he opened a law office in Coopersville, 
and has since continued his residence in the lo- 
cality. 

In 1873 were united in marriage Roswell Lillie 
and Miss Mary Bennett, of Ann Arbor, in which 
latter place Mr. Lillie attended law lectures at the 
University, after being admitted to the Bar in Lan- 
sing in the year 1872. Settling in Coopersville 
in the spring of 1873, he associated himself in 
the mercantile business with E. J. McNaughton. 
Afterward he sold out and spent four years in 
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bis people, he has acquired a comfortable compe- 
tence and now ranks among the substantial citi- 
zens of the community. He exercises his right of 
franchise in support of the Republican party, and 
is a member of the Lutheran Church. 



•^ 



^^K@)*©l 




^[/^j-^ ON. JAMES GO W. Of the various enter- 
^ prises that have made Muskegon one of the 
prominent cities of the county, the lumber 
^ trade has always held an important place, 
employing large capital in its conduct and giving 
to cognate industries a decided impetus bj^ the 
energy and ability displayed in its development. 
In every depai*tment the enterprise characteristic 
of its leading exponents has been abundantly 
shown, and the flourishing character of their es- 
tablishments amply demonstrates the vigorous 
grasp with which they have seized and held the 
trade iu this gigantic national industry. Among 
the most active, enterprising men engaged in the 
lumber business is Hon. James Gow, ex-Mayor of 
Muskegon, Mich. 

This representative citizen is a native of Can- 
ada, born March 17, 1846, to the union of John 
and Mary (Patterson) Gow, both natives of Can- 
ada, where they made their homes all their lives. 
Mrs. Gow's father was John Pattei'son. Our sub- 
ject passed his boyhood iif his native country and 
spent his early days in attending the common 
schools of his neighborhood. He continued in 
school and on his father's farm until sixteen 3*ears 
of age, when he was employed in a sawmill. There 
he remained until twenty years of age, and re- 
ceived ^9 per month for his services and his 
board. In 1866 he came to the United States and 
located in Muskegon, Mich., where he entered the 
employ of Mr. Turnbull in a sawmill. Afterward he 
was in different mills until he had acquired a 
thorough knowledge of the sawmill and lumber 
business. 

In tlie year 1881 our subject branched out in 
business on his own account in partnership with 



Mr. Ma3'er8,and the firm name became Gow, Mayers 
& Co. They engaged in the manufacture of lum- 
ber and continued in business tog^ether for years. 
Finally the}' took in a partner, and have been en- 
gaged since in the manufacture of pine and hem- 
lock lumber. The mills are on North Muskegon 
Lake and Mr. Gow is deeply interested in pine 
lands. He has the very best machinery in his 
mills and employs a large foix^ of men. In 1874 
he was married to Miss Julia 8. Burch, a na- 
tive of London, England, and the daughter of 
Samuel Burch, also a native of England. Mrs. 
Gow came to the United States when but a child, 
and settled in Muskegon, Mich., in her girlhood 
Two children have blessed this union, £na M. and 
Eva H. 

Mr. Gow is an ardent supporter of Republicaii 
principles and takes a deep intei-est in politics. He 
served one term as Assessor, and in 1892 be was 
elected Mayor of Muskegon, holding that positioo 
one term and discharging the duties of the same 
in a very satisfactory manner. He is a prominent 
Mason, a Knight Templar and a member of tite 
Mystic Shrine. He is also a member of the Graod 
Army of the Republic. In 1891 lie erected his fine 
residence on Peck Street, one of the most pleasant 
homes in the city. 
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t_^ARLEY C. BEMENT, an honored pioneer 
^^ settler and representative general agricul- 
turist of Allendale Township, Ottawa Coun- 
ty, Mich., is a native of Steuben County, 
N. Y., and was born January 3, 1835. He was the 
seventh child of a family of ten children bom 
unto the union of Harley and Eliza (Briggs) 
Bement, natives of New York. The father, a 
farmer, left the Empire State for Michigan in 1836, 
and, arriving safe and sound at his destination, k*- 
cated in Macomb County, being one of the first 
settlers within its limits. Michigan was yet a Ter- 
ritory, and the nearest neighbor was four miles 
away. He purchased laud of the Government and 
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as rapidly as [)ossible transformed his aci^es into a 
productive farm. At first the family were obliged 
to go to Mt. Clemens for their flour, and the fa- 
ther frequently carried it on his back the long dis- 
tance of fifteen miles. The Indians, whO'Wcre num- 
erous, were usually harmless, although given to dis- 
honesty, and upon one occasion during the absence 
of the family stole everything the house held, even 
carrying away the clothing of the mother and 
children. The father followed the Indians two 
days and recovered their table-knives, all ground 
to fine points, and his wife's silk dress, which had 
been cut short in the skirt to be worn by the In- 
dians. The daughters' dresses were served in like 
manner, and everything which had been carried 
away was more or less injured. 

Being a great hunter, the father was enabled to 
furnish meat for the table fresh from the woods, 
which abounded in game. In 1839 or 1840, the 
family removed to Ingham Count}', then one of 
the new counties of the State, the Bements being 
also pioneers of this locality. Here the husband, 
wife and children lived much the same as before 
for a time. The father assisted in building the 
first sawmill erected in Hardy, Livingston County, 
and which was on the county line of Livingston 
and Ingham Counties. He placed the largest log 
in that mill ever used in the construction of any 
building in the State, the said log being sixteen 
feet in length and six feet through at the top or 
small end. Remaining there until 1853, the fa- 
ther then made his home with his family in George- 
town, where he engaged in farming and lumber- 
ing. He followed these various pursuits until the 
breaking out of the War, in 1860, then, fired with 
patriotic enthusiasm, enlisted in the service of the 
Government. Boni in about 1794, and his first 
wife in 1800, he was only a lad of eighteen when 
he joined the Sixth New York Infantry, and 
fought with courage in the War of 1812. He en- 
gaged with valor in the battle of Plattsburgh and 
took an active part in other fights, in one of which 
he was slightly wounded. He served throughout 
the period of the war and was honorably dis- 
charged at the close. Now, when again the coun- 
try had need of him, although no longer young, 
he promptly responded, entering Company D, 



Seventh Michigan Cavalry, and enlisting as Vet- 
eran Surgeon of the company. He was attached 
to the Third Corps of the Army of the Potomac, 
but only engaged in one battle, which was fought 
in Virginia. 

The father was one of the most robust men in 
the county when he entered the service, but when 
discharged from the hospital in Washington, D.C., 
having served one year, his constitution was so 
shattered by exposures and privations that he was 
a physical wreck, and upon his return home was 
not able to do a day's work. Although then in 
his seventieth year he survived the scenes of the 
war until March 3, 1882. For eight years prior 
to the war he ably administered the law as Justice 
of the Peace, and in this ofl3ce gave universal sat- 
isfaction to the general public. He was twice mar- 
ried. The first wife lost her life by the burning 
of their house in the township of Groton, she be- 
ing alone at the time. This was in June, 1856. 
The father and mother were both devout members 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church. Of the ten 
children who brightened the old home, all lived to 
maturity. Harriet married L. Brown, and resides in 
Olive Township; Levi is deceased; Naomi, de- 
ceased, was the wife of J. J. Christian; Lavina is 
the wife of Pat Roe, of Grand Rapids; Silas, who 
lives in Isabella County, Mich., served with cour- 
age nearly two years in the late war, and was 
wounded in the fight at Seven Pines or Fair Oaks; 
Eliza, deceased, was the wife of Moses Buxsou; 
Harley C. is our subject; demons died in the 
army at Chattanooga, Ten n., in 1863; and Priscilla 
and Silas are deceased. The father, a second time 
marrying, was then wedded toMrs. Annie (Wood) 
Parker, who still survives and now, in her eighty- 
fifth year, makes her home with our subject, 

Harley C. Bement was educated in the common 
schools and mainly reared upon a farm, although 
he had engaged in lumbering as well prior to the 
war. Upon June 10, 1861, he enlisted in Com- 
pany I, Third Michigan Infantry, and was in the 
Third Corps, Army of the Potomac. At the time 
of enlistment he was made a non-commissioned 
otficer and received promotion as sergeant. He 
actively engaged in the decisive engagements of 
Bull Run, Yorktown, Williamsburgh, Fair Oaks, 



548 



POIlTftAlt AKT) biographical RECOM). 



Seven Days' Fight, and around Richmond, and also 
participated in the 'second battle of Bull Run, in 
wliich encounter he was three times wounded, 
first through his left hand. Before he could get 
off the field he was shot in the fleshy part of the 
right thigh, the third wound being given by a grape 
shot, which struck him in the back, tearing his 
cartridge box into pieces. From the effects of this 
latter shot our subject has never entirel}' recov- 
ered. Mr. Bement was then sent to Bellevue (N. Y.) 
Hospital, from which place he was discharged in No- 
vember, 1862, and returned at once to his home 
and family in Michigan. Since then he has de- 
voted himself to fanning and threshing, and for 
seven years farmed for Edward Cole, of Ottawa 
County, hauling logs and lumber from the woods 
to the sawmill. 

In 1875, our subject went to Utah for the pur- 
pose of mining, first stopping at Salt Lake City. 
He remained in Utah one summer, but not finding 
his mining venture a success returned home and 
engaged in farming in the township of Groton, 
from where he later removed to his present farm 
of eighty acres in 1882. At the time Mr. Bement 
purchased his Allendale Township homestead, the 
land was entirelj' unimproved, but the farm now 
contains fift}' highly cultivated acres. In Feb- 
ruary, 1892, the residence and contents were en- 
tirely destroyed, and since then our subject has 
erected a handsome two-story frame building at a 
cost of $1,100. 

In 1857, were united in marriage Harley C. la- 
ment and Miss Marinda Parker, a native of Ohio, 
and daughter of E. W. and Annie (Wood) Parker, 
who came to this State in 1 855. Mrs. Parker later 
became the wife and widow of the father of our 
subject. Mr. and Mrs. Parker were the parents of 
seven children: Andrew, who resides in Ingham 
County; Amanda, deceased, who was the wife of J. 
Corlis; Ilerrick, deceased; George, a citizen of But- 
ler County, Mo.; Marinda, the wife of our subject; 
Ezekiel, who lives in Deni8on,Tex.; and Benjamin, 
who died in 1893, at Tucson, Ariz. Our subject 
and his estimable wife have been blessed by the 
birth of ten children. Lemuel was the eldest-born; 
Medora is tiie widow of Seth Barager, of Grand 
Rapids; demons, Pearl, Benjamin C, Annie, Al- 



bert, Charles and Maude complete the list of in- 
telligent sons and daughters who gathered about 
the family fireside. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bement are both valued members 
of the First Christian Church of Georgetown. 
Fraternally, our subject is a member of William 
Thuskittle Post No. 388, G. A. R., of which Mr. 
Bement was Commander two years and is now 
Senior-Vice. In 1883, demons Bement was thrown 
from a horse, and, his head being injured, was an 
invalid five years, and two years of the time was 
upon his back in bed and could not be turned nor 
moved. Science restored him in a great measure 
to health, but excellent care and a large outlaj^ of 
money were needed to save his life and give him 
permanent relief. The family of our subject, 
widely known and highly esteemed, occupy posi- 
ions of useful infiuence and command the confi- 
dence of niany sincere friends. 




JOHN T. DAYTON, M. D., widely knowi 
as a successful physician and skilled sur 



geon of Berlin, Ottawa County, Mich., L 

the son of Abner Dayton, a native of Vei 

mont, and a man of fine character and profe: 



sional ability. Born in 1800, the father enjoy 




excellent educational advantages, and was a gra 
uate of medicine, receiving his diploma in Castl 
ton, Rutland County, Vt., in 1880. Later he I 
came a leading physician of the Empire Sta 
first locating in Rensselaer County, but afterwa 
removing to Cayuga County and settling in Wets 
bury, where he rapidly acquired an excellent pr 
tice, and for eight years devoted himself entir 
to professional duties. From Cayuga County, 
father journeyed to Allegany County, and 
about eight years made his home in Wcllsvi^ 
At the expiration of that time, Dr. Abner DayC: 
emigrated to Michigan, and remained for a slmo x' 
time in the village of Saline. He then settled f^ 
Sandstone, Jackson County, and resided in U/a ^ 
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locality about ten years. His last home was in 
Mosherville, where be remained until his death, in 
1864. He passed away mourned as a friend, 
neighbor and physician, and left behind him the 
memory of a well-spent life. 

Dr. John T. Dayton was born in Columbia 
County, N. Y., in 1831, but he early removed 
with his parents to Cayuga County, and from 
there to Allegany County, in which place he re- 
ceived his primary education and attained to man- 
hood. He pursued the study of his profession in 
Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, and then 
returned to Allegany County, where he for a 
time was profitably engaged in lumbering. Re- 
moving from Allegany County to Jackson Coun- 
ty, Mich., the Doctor remained in that locality 
but a brief period, when he removed to Han- 
over, Hillsdale County, and there remained for the 
succeeding twelve months. Our subject Gnally 
made a permanent home in Ikrlin, where through 
storm or sunshine, until his health forbade, he 
went the wearying rounds incidental to the life of 
the family physician. He thus formed a wide ac- 
quaintance and made many friends. He is per- 
haps as well known in northern Ottawa as any 
man in the county. 

In 1852, Dr. John T. Dayton and Miss Martha 
M. Rolfe, of Allegany County, N. Y., were mar- 
ried. Mrs. Dayton was born in the Empire State, 
and her parents were widely known and highly 
respected by the friends and neighbors of their 
lifetime. Four children, all surviving, blessed 
the pleasant home. Charles F., married, resides in 
Grand Rapids; Clinton L. is a successful attorney- 
at-law of Leelanaw County, Mich.; Lois C. is the 
wife of A. U. Dickerson, of Reno, Mich.; and Delia 
Dayton Sackett resides in Greenfield, Tenn. 

Our subject bought sixty acres of his present 
farm soon after locating in Berlin, and now owns 
one hundred and eight acres, mostly wild land 
when purchased by the Doctor, but now, with the 
exception of six acres, entirely under a high state 
of cultivation. Conducting with highly profit- 
able results general farming. Dr. Dayton also cul- 
tivates a variety of berries, for which he finds a 
ready market. Although yet in the active prac- 
tice of his profession, our subject at times is un- 



able to undergo the fatigues of the long rides to 
distant patients. His good wife is a valued mem- 
ber of the Methodist Church, and both are ever 
ready to lend a helping hand in behalf of relig- 
ious work and enterprise. Fraternally, the Doctor 
has been long connected with the Ancient Free <fe 
Accepted Masons, and has many sincere friends 
among the order. Politically a Republican, he is 
an ardent advocate of the party, and, interested in 
local and National government, yet has no desire 
to hold office. He and his family enjoy the re- 
spect and best wishes of all who know them and 
worthily occupy positions of useful influence. 
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COST KOOIMAN, who is now living a re- 
tired life in Grand Haven, is one of the 
worthy and esteemed citizens that Holland 
has furnished to Ottawa County. He was 
born in the Netherlands on the 17th of January, 
1834, and is a son of Albert and Elizabeth (Van 
Der Meigen)Kooiman. His parents were also na- 
tives of Holland. Leaving their native land they 
emigrated to America and took up their residence 
'in Michigan, where their last days were passed. 

Our subject spent the days of his childhood and 
youth in the Old Country midst play and work, 
no event of special importance occurring during 
his early years. He was a young man of twenty- 
one when he decided to leave his home and seek 
a fortune in the New World, of whose advantages 
and privileges he had heard such excellent ac- 
counts. Bidding good-bye to the friends of his 
youth and to the land of his birth, he in 1855 
shipped as second cook on a vessel which landed 
him in New York City. He went from there to 
Buffalo, N. Y., and thence to Grand Haven, Mich., 
where he located. 

Mr. Kooiman here began working on the docks 
as a laborer, and was thus employed for several 
years. During that time he lived in an economical 
and frugal manner, and invested his savings in 
real estate. From time to time he has made judi- 
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clous investments in such property, and as the 
land has risen in value as the population has in- 
creased, Mr. Kooimau now owns extensive landed 
interests. 

On the 2l8t of August, 1860, our subject was 
united in marriage with Miss Antoine Dunker, a 
native of Holland. Bv their union has been born 
a family of six children, who are as follows: Otto, 
a farmer of Ottawa County; John; Elizabeth; 
Annie, wife of John Juisteman, of Grand Haven; 
Peter, who is now twenty-three years of age; and 
Laura, who completes the family. Mrs. Kooiman 
is a member of the First lieformed Cliurch. In his 
political affiliations, Mr. Kooimau is a Democrat, 
but the honoi*s or emoluments of public office have 
no attraction for him. 

The wisdom and foresight of our subject in 
business matters have been shown by the success 
which has attended his ventures. He believed 
that it would be a profitable investment to put his 
money in real estate, and the years have borne 
out this opinion. As the county has become more 
thickly populated and the work of progress and 
civilization has been carried forward, our subject 
has reaped a harvest from his possessions, for the 
land has greatly increased in value. He still owns 
some fine lots and residence property, which yields 
to him a good income. He may truly be called a 
self-made man, for his success is due entirely to 
his own eflPorts. 
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NNA VANDEN BOSCH. In mentioning 
1 those of foreign bhth who have become 



closely associated with the farming inter- 
ests of Ottawa County, Mich., we should 
not fail to present an outline of the career of Mr. 
Vandcn lk)sch, for he is one who has fully borne 
out the reputation of that class of industrious, en- 
ergetic and far-seeing men of Holland nativity 
who have become prominent in their different 
callings in tiiis county. In everything connected 
witii the growth and prosperity of the county he 



has taken an active interest, and as a tiller of the 
soil he stands in the foremost ranks. Bom in the 
province of Overyssel, in the Netherlands, in 1830, 
he is the son of Tam and Jrieje (Bunt) Vanden 
Bosch, and the grandson of Jacob and Anna (Bunt) 
Vanden Bosch, all natives of HoHand. The grand- 
father followed the occupation of a farmer and 
owned the land on which he Hved. His son, the 
father of our subject, was also a tiller of the soil 
in his native country, and was at one time the 
owner of eighty acres. 

Tam Vanden Bosch crossed the ocean in 1846, 
and with limited means made his way to Ottawa 
County, Mich., settling in Grand Haven. Later 
he was one of the first white settlers to locate near 
the present city of Zeeland, and there he entered 
eighty acres of land, on which he passed the re- 
mainder of his days. His wife died in 1868, and 
he breathed his last on tlie farm where be bad 
spent the best yeai*s of his life, in 1877, when sev- 
enty-seven years of age. The community'' found in 
this worthy pioneer a faithful and unswerving 
friend, ever alert to serve its best interest and 
generous in his contributions toward every move- 
ment tending to the general advancement Hi$ 
children, nine in number, were as follows: Koene. 
residing in (irand Haven; Meivin, residing io 
Zeeland; Peter, a resident of Holland; Jacob, re- 
siding in Zeeland; Anna, our subject; Anna (daugh- 
ter), residing in Grand Rapids; Tallijen, who 
makes her home in Zeeland; Jrieje, in Zeeland; 
and John, in Minnesota. 

The original of this notice was seventeen years 
of age when he came with his parents to Americt. 
and assisted his father in clearing and improving 
a farm. When twenty years of age he was mar- 
ried to Miss Jane Myer, and immediately afterward 
bought land. To their union were born four chil- 
dren, two of whom died in infancy. Tliose living 
are Tam and Maggie, both residing in Grand 
Haven. After residing for some time on the farm 
he had first purchased, he sold out and pur- 
chased eighty acres where ho now lives, all wild 
and uncultivated. This farm he has since cleared 
and improved, and all the buildings have been 
erected by himself. 

In 1891 Mrs. Vanden Bosch died, and be sub- 
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upon the enjoyment of the final victory; others 
still survive, maimed and scarred it may be, but 
still taking their part as public-spirited citizens in 
tlie issues of the day. Among the survivors of 
the war who experienced all the horrors of the 
Rebellion may be mentioned the name of Isaac R. 
Franks. 

Now a successful agriculturist of Moorland 
Township, Muskegon County, our subject was born 
in Hardy County, Va., on the 9th of February, 
1826. He is a son of Isaac and Sarah (Harris) 
Franks, natives of Upper Virginia. His father, 
who was a farmer by occupation, removed to Ohio 
in 1829 and sojourned in Ashland County until 
1836. He then removed to DeKalb County, Ind., 
and remained there until his death, which occur- 
red in 1873. Of twelve children, our subject was 
among the youngest. He was taken by his par- 
ents to Ohio at the age of three years, and spent 
his childhood in Ashland County. He grew to 
manhood in DeKalb County, Ind., meantime re- 
ceiving ordinary educational advantages. 

May 25, 1851, Mr. Franks was united in mar- 
riage with Miss Alzina C, daughter of Lewis and 
Mary (Kise) Merryfield, and after his marriage he 
followed farming pui-suits in DeKalb and Lagrange 
Counties, Ind., until the outbreak of the Civil 
War. In 1862 he enlisted in the service of his coun- 
try, his name being enrolled as a member of Com- 
pany G, Eighty -eighth Indiana Infantry, First Brig- 
ade, First Division, Fourteenth Army Corps, Gen. 
Thomas commanding. He is the survivor of many 
long marches and a number of hard-fought battles. 
He accompanied Gen. Sherman on his memorable 
march to the sea as far as Atlanta, and after the 
fall of that city he was sent to JeflPersonville on 
account of disability. From that place he was 
ordered to Nashville, and there received his dis- 
charge January 7, 1865. He now receives a pen- 
sion of $8 per month. 

During 1867 Mr. Franks made settlement m 
Moorland, Muskegon County, where he has since 
resided. In civic life, as in the army, he is cour- 
ageous, upright and persevering, and his name is 
a synonym for truth and honor. Although a 
great physical sufferer, the result of hardship and 
privation during his army service, he has always 



been very industrious and has labored diligently 
to secure his present home. He aad his wife have 
been the parents of five children, four of whom 
are living: James L., John R., Sarah £. and Albert 
G. Mary A. is deceased. Socially, Mr. Franks is 
prominent in the Order of Maccabees and the 
Grand Army of the Republic. In politics a Re- 
publican, he has served as Justice of the Peace for 
several terms and has occupied other positions of 
trust. 





f UGUST SACK, who devoted his ener- 
gies to agricultural pursuits on section 
19, Dalton Township, Muskegon County, 
is a native of Grermany. He was bom in 
Prussia in 1819, and comes of an old familr 
of that land. His grandfather served for thirtr 
years in the German army against the Pope. The 
father, grandfather and great-grandfather of oar 
subject all bore the name of August, and it in 
turn descended to him and was given to ooe of 
his children. August Sack, the father of our snb- 
ject, after arriving at man's estate married Louisa 
Lose, and they became the parents of the follow- 
ing children: August, Ernest, Frederick, Fcrnit, 
William and Wilhelmina. 

August Sack, Sr., was a sailor by occupation and 
followed that business throughout the greater part 
of his life. He became the owner of a vessel and 
was also its captain and sailed on the Baltic and 
North Seas. Until about 1853, he remained on the 
deep, but at that time he had a vessel loaded with 
rye and in a storm lost his cargo. Soon afterward 
he sold the ship and purchased a farm in the 
Fatherland, upon which he and his wife spenl 
their remaining days. He was a member of the 
Lutheran Church and was a man of sterling 
worth. 

Under the parental roof the early childhood 
days of our subject were quietly passed, bat with 
a love of the sea, inherited from his father^ he 
too shipped as a sailor at the age of fifteen and 
was upon the rolling main until thirty-five jean 
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Everts, of that place. Mrs. Angel was born in 
Niagara County, N. Y. By her marriage she became 
the mother of eight children, seven sons and one 
daughter, four of whom died in infancy. Charles 
H. died January 9, 1893, when in liis twenty- 
fourth year. The surviving members of the fam- 
ily are: Anna, wife of D. W. Andrus, of Detroit; 
George £., of Detroit; and Harry A., residing in 
Chicago. 
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LE C. OLSON, who is engaged in farming on 
section 35, Hoi ton Township, Muskegon 
County, now owns and operates one bun- 
dled and sixty acres of valuable land, of which 
one hundred acres are under a high state of culti- 
vation. In addition to the well-tilled fields there 
are many other good improvements, and the neat 
appearance of the place indicates the careful su- 
pervision of a thrifty and (minstaking owner, such 
as our subject is known to be. 

Mr. Olson was born on his father's farm in 
Norway in 1842. His parents were Christian and 
Bertlia M. (Taufson) Olson. The former received 
quite a limited education, and throughout his life 
devoted himself to agricultural pursuits. He was 
married in his native land and by the union were 
born six children, of whom one died in early life. 
Those who came to the United States are: Caroline, 
wife of Swen Swenson; Ellen M., deceased, wife of 
Hans Aslakson; Ole, Tom and Christian. In 1854 
the parents left their native land and, accompan- 
ied by their family, came to America, locating in 
Milwaukee, Wis. After a year Mr. Olson removed 
to Muskegon County, settling fii-st in Fruitland 
Township, but after a short time he removed to the 
neighborhood in which our subject now resides. 
During his early residence in this State he worked 
at lumbering. He bought land of the Government 
until he had secured several hundred acres, but 
when the timber was cut off the land was worthless 
and he let it go back to the State for taxes. He 



finally entered eighty acres near where Ole now re- 
sides, it being a wild tract covered with hardwood 
timber, and he had to cut the road for about three 
miles to his farm. He died in 1883, at the age of 
seventy-two years. He was a member of the Lu- 
theran Church, as is also his wife, who still sur- 
vives him. He was born m March, 1808. 

The subject of this sketch remained with his 
parents until they came to Michigan. He wis 
then foui*teen years of age. Wishing to improve 
his education, he remained in Milwaukee working 
at whatever he could find to do in order to secure 
a livelihood and make it possible for him to at- 
tend school for two more years. On the expin- 
tion of that period he joined his parents, and re- 
mained with them until twenty years of age. Tbe 
following whiter was spent in the lumber woods 
on the Muskegon River. 

In the spring of 1862 Mr. Olson entered the 
service of his adopted country, enlisting as a mem- 
ber of Company F, Fifth Michigan Cavalry. He 
was never off duty a day until his company was 
mustered out at the close of the war. He partici- 
pated in over fifty engagements, among the most 
important of which were the battles of Grettysbar^, 
Falling Water, Ashby Gap, Summerville Ford, Rob- 
inson Ford, Brandy Station, Buckland Mills, Kilpatr 
rick^s Raid, the battle of the Wilderness, Yellow 
Tavern, Meadow Bridge, Haws* Shop, Cold Harbor. 
Travillion, Shepherdstown, Smithfield, Winchester, 
Cedar Creek, Madison Court House, Five Forks and 
Appomattox Court House. During ail this time 
Mr. Olson was never wounded nor taken. prisoDer, 
but was always found at his post of duty, faith- 
fully defending the Old Flag, which now floats :<o 
proudly over the united nation, and the cause 
which it represented. He was honorably discharged 
at Leavenworth, Kan., June 29, 1 865, and wasmiu- 
tered out in Detroit. 

Mr. Olson then returned to his home and b^n 
sailing on the Lakes during the summer months, 
while in the winter he worked in the forests. In 
the mean time he was married, in 1867, to Miss 
Anna Hanson, daughter of John and Lonisa 
(Smith) Hanson. Six children came to bless their 
union, and the family circle yet remuns unbroken. 
Mary, the eldest, is the wife of Hans Paulson. 
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Tbe others are Louisa, Charles J., Andrew, Anna 
O. and Elizabeth. Mrs. Olson died February 8, 
1880. 

On leaving the Lakes Mr. Olson turned his atten- 
tion to agricultural pursuits and entered one hun- 
dred and twenty acres of land where he now lives. 
He located upon his farm in 1872 and at once began 
its development, for it was then in its primitive 
condition. He has since extended its boundaries 
by the additional purchase of forty acres and has 
made of the place one of the best farms in the 
neighborhood. Mr. Olson has led a busy and use- 
ful life and his business affairs occupy much of his 
attention, yet he has found time to serve his fel- 
tow-townsmen in a number of official positions. 
For six yeai-s he served as Justice of the Peace, 
was Highway Commissioner and Township Treas- 
urer, and with the excepti(»n of three years has 
been Supervisor since 1882. He discharged his 
public duties with promptness and fidelity and has 
therefore won high commendation. In politics he 
IS a stanch Republican, and socially is a member of 
Oablgren Post No. 149, G. A. R., of Holton. Mr. 
Olson also belongs to the Lutheran Church. 
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«l/^ W. BU8WELL There is in the develop- 
^^ ment of every successful life a principle 




which is a lesson to the man taking that life 
as an example; for let one be industriously 
ambitious and honorable in his ambitions, and he 
will rise, whether having the prestige of fortune 
and family, or the obscurity of poverty. We are 
led to these reflections in looking over the career 
of Mr. Buswell, who has attained his present envi- 
able condition by indomitable energy and pluck. 
He was formerly one of the prominent lumbermen 
of Grand Haven, Mich., but is now retired from 
the active duties of life and has a most desirable 
home on Franklin Street. 

Mr. Buswell claims New York as his native 
State, iiaving been born iii Essex County, August 
8, 1830, to Jacob and Alinina (Everest) Huswell, 



the father a native of Massachusetts and the 
mother of New York. The father was a carpenter 
and joiner by occupation and followed that trade 
in the Empire State all his life. Our subject was 
the eldest son of his mother's second marriage, 
and moved with her to the Buckeye State when but 
a boy. There his mother spent her last days, 
and in the 3'ear 18G5 our subject removed to 
Michigan, settled in Ottawa County, and for a 
period now closely approaching thirty years has 
been intimately identified with the interests of 
Ottawa County, his settlement in Grand Haven 
dating from about 1865. He engaged in the lum- 
bering business with C. E. Wyman, under the firm 
title of Wyman, Buswell & Co., manufacturers of 
pine lumber, and continued in this business for a 
number of years. Up to 1884 he was engaged in 
the manufacture of lumber, but at that date the 
mill was burned and Mr. Buswell retired from the 
business. He is a substantial citizen, and by his 
superior intelligence and rare business ability and 
efiSciency has been identified with the interests of 
Grand Haven and interested in its welfare. His 
business qualifications are of the highest order 
and he is recognized as one of the leading men of 
the city. 

Our subject has been a Director in the National 
Bank for several years, is President of Uie Grand 
Haven Booming Company, a stockholder and Di- 
rector in Dake's Engine Manufacturing Company, 
of Grand Haven, and President of the Grand 
Haven Match Company. Formerly a Whig in 
politics, he now afifiliates with the Republican 
party, and is active in his support of its prin- 
ciples. He selected his wife in the perscm of Miss 
Hannah Trotter, a native of Summit County, 
Ohio, and two children were born to them, For- 
rest E. and Florence E. The mother of these 
children died in 1878, and in 1886 Mr. Buswell 
was wedded to Miss Ellen J. Cavanaugh, of Grand 
Haven. One child, H. W., is the result of this 
union. Progressive in his ideas and liberal in his 
support of all worthy movements,' he is one of 
Ottawa County's most esteemed citizens. Most of 
his property has been accumulated by his own ex- 
ertions, and he deserves much credit for his en- 
ergy and industry. 
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ORDEN G. BARNABY, agent for the 
Chicago (k West Michigan Raili*oad at 
^^ Hudson vi lie, is numbered among the pro- 
gressive and popular young business men to 
whose influence Ottawa County is largely indebted 
for its present prosperity. He is the son of 
Samuel G. and Olive M. (Chamberlain) Barnaby, 
natives of New York, wlio were married in that 
State. Subsequently they removed to Pennsyl- 
vania and conducted agricultural pursuits in 
Potter County. The year 1862 witnessed their 
arrival in Michigan, and for three years they 
sojourned in Kalamazoo County. Thence they 
came to Ottawa Countv, where the father now 
makes his home on section 32, Georgetown Town- 
ship. His wife departed this life in 1865. She 
was a devoted member of the Baptist Church, 
with which he is now identified, having in former 
years been a Sunday-school Superintendent. 

Our subject is the only member left of his father's 
family, with the exception of his brother, Glenn 
A., who married Miss Carrie, daughter of John N. 
Waite (of whom see sketch presented on another 
page of this volume). Glenn Barnaby is a resi- 
dent of Minneapolis, Minn. The senior Mr. 
Barnaby is a man of 'broad intelligence and 
liberal views, and is one of the most prominent 
and influential citizens of Ottawa County, having 
for years been closely connected with its growth 
find progress. 

Born in Potter County, Pa., October 10, 1858, 
the subject of this sketch received his education 
princi|)ally in the neighboring school. He has 
gained his best education, however, in the school 
of experience, by self-culture and close observa- 
tion. At the age of fourteen he began to be self- 
supporting, and for a time was employed in a 
grocery store, wiiere he gave his services in ex- 
change for his board and clothes, lie continued 
thus engaged until 1879, his salary being mean- 
time increased as he accjuired a thorough under- 
standin<i: of the business. Afterward he accepted 
the position of night opera t<jr at Water vliet, 
where he remained for three years, and in the 
interval gained a complete knowledge of that line 
of railroad work. 

In 1884 Mr. Barnaby located at Hudson ville. 



accepting his present position as agent for the 
Chicago & West Michigan Railway Company, and 
has since served in that capacity. He was married, 
in 1886, to Miss Lizzie A., daughter of Nelson fi. 
and Lucy F. (Spencer) Bonfoey, and a native of 
Watervliet, Mich., having been born in that city 
February 28, 1867. Her grandparents came to 
Michigan in an early day and settled io Berrien 
County, being numbered among the pioneers of 
the vicinity of WatervlieU Nelson R, Bonfoey 
was born in Richfield, N. Y., February 18, 1827, 
and married Miss Lucy F. Spencer, who was born 
in Atwater, Ohio, on the 9th of October, 1843. 
The maternal grandparents of our subject were 
Elias T. and Eliza (Smith) Spencer, the former a 
native of Middlefield, Mass., born on the 11th of 
August, 1815. Mr. Bonfoey and his cstimaMe 
wife had a family of three children, two of whom 
are now living; they themselves are now living io 
Watervliet 

The marriage of Mr. Barnaby has been bles^ 
by the birth of two children, Olive Lucy, who 
was bom September 16, 1887, and Zora Izetta. 
whose birth occurred May 17, 1890. Mrs. BarnabT 
is a lady of prominence in Hudsonville, and is 
one of the active members of the Ladies' UnioD. 
Socially, our subject is identified with the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows, and has filled the 
various chairs in the home lodge, being at present 
District Deputy Grand Master. While not active 
in politics, he is a stanch Democrat and upholds 
tlie principles of that party with liis ballot 
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H ARLES PETERSON, a farmer residing on 
section 20, Dalton Township, is one of ibe 
worthy citizens that Sweden has furnished 
to Muskegon County. He possesses the stability, 
perseverance and enterprise of his countrymen, 
characteristics which make them among the best 
of the adopted sons of America. He was lK>rn in 
the northern part of Sweden in 1840, and his {lar- 
ents, Peter and Hannah (Anderson) Anders-on. 
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were also natives of the same locality, the father's 
birth occurring in 1790, while the mother was 
born in 1806. Peter Anderson was a farmer and 
operated rented land. Himself and wife were 
members of the Lutheran Church. Both died in 
1880, within a few hours of each other, and were 
laid to rest in the same grave. 

Our subject is one of five children, the other 
members of the family being John A., who died in 
Sweden; Anna, who died in this country; Aug- 
ustus, who is living in Sweden; Caroline, wife of 
Charles Norris, of Muskegon County; and Charles, 
of this sketch. The latter spent his boyhood and 
youth in the land of his birth, where he was early in- 
ured to arduous labor. Since the tender age of eight 
years he has made his own way in the world. At 
that time he began to earn his own living by 
working on a farm. He received only ten cents 
per day, and out of that small amount had to 
board and clothe himself. At the age of twelve 
he began to work for his board and clothes, and 
for three years his wages were thus rewarded. He 
then for the succeeding three years of his life re- 
ceived $15 per year, and afterwards his wages were 
increased to $25 per year. While receiving that 
munificent salary, he was foreman of a large farm, 
superintending some fifty men. 

Wishing to better his financial condition, Mr. 
Peterson sailed for the New World in 1865. He 
had been married in Sweden to Miss Matilda 
Johnson, and with his wife crossed the broad At- 
lantic, coming at once to Muskegon County. He 
made a settlement in Laketon Township, where he 
began cutting cordwood, and for three years was 
employed at various laboi*s, whereby he might 
secure an honest livelihood and thus provide for 
himself and family. At length he was able to 
purchase thirty-five acres of wild land and begin 
farming in his own interest. With characteristic 
energy he l^egan its imj)rovement, and as acre 
after acre was placed under the plow, the fertile 
fields began to yield him a good income. The 
boundaries of his farm were also extended, until it 
now comprises one hundred and eight3'-five acres 
of valuable land, seventy-five of which are under 
cultivation. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Peterson have been born 



eight children: Ellen, now the wife of Adolph 
Bard; Ida, who graduated from the Muskegon 
schools, then engaged in teaching, and is now the 
wife of Charles Johnson ; Elmer; Hannah; Abel, 
who died in childhood; Mamie, David and Nancy. 
The parents hold membership with the Lutheran 
Church. Mr. Petei*son takes a warm interest in 
everything tending to promote morality and ad- 
vance the general welfare. The cause of educa- 
tion finds in him a warm friend, and he votes with 
the Prohibition party. He may truly be called a 
self-made man, and the praise which that term 
conveys is justly deserved, for through his own 
unaided efforts he has worked his way upward to 
success. 
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;4\ ijK^ILLIAM JEREMIAH BROTT. The busi- 
\jcJ// ness interests of Muskegon County are 
^y^ worthily represented by the gentleman 
with whose name we introduce this sketch, and 
who is prominently identified with the history of 
the village of Moorland. An efiScient, capable 
and energetic young business man, he has worked 
his way to a foremost place in the commercial 
circles of the county, and is now numbered among 
the successful millers and lumbermen of this sec- 
tion of the State. While his abilities have been 
mainly devoted to his individual enterprises, he 
has also contributed largely to the development 
of the resources of Moorland, and has aided in 
no small degree in securing its present prosperity. 
Born in Polkton Township, Ottawa County, 
Mich., on the 13th of June, 1855, our subject is 
the son of Anthony and Celestia (Schoville) Brott, 
natives of New York. His father, who was a me- 
chanic by occupation, was a man possessing ster- 
ling qualities of mind and heart, and occupied a 
high place in the regard of his fellow-citizens. 
Fired with the spirit of patriotic devotion., at the 
opening of the Civil War he gave not only his 
sympathy to the cause of the Union, but his serv- 
ices as well. Enlisting in the Union army, he 
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served bravely and nobly, participating in a num- 
ber of decisive engagements and finally giving his 
life to his country's cause. He was captured by 
the enemy and placed in Andersonville Prison, 
where he died from starvation in 1864. 

Of nine children, the subject of this sketch was 
the sixth in order of birth. He passed his child- 
hood years uneventfully, and was a lad of seven- 
teen when bis father's death occurred, thus throw- 
ing him entirely upon his own resources. Bravely 
and courageously he commenced the battle of life, 
and, undaunted by obstacles and hardships, perse- 
vered until success crowned his exertions. AVhen 
ready to establish a home of his own, he was mar- 
ried, at the age of twenty, to Miss Martha F., 
daughter of John L. and Elizabeth (Bowers) 
Thompson, natives of Pennsylvania. 

Shortly after his marriage, Mr. Brott located on 
a farm in Ravenna Township, Muskegon County, 
where he continued to till the soil until 1891. He 
then removed to Moorland Station, in Moorland 
Township, where, in company with his cousin, 
Charles A. Brott, he has since engaged extensively 
in the lumber and milling business. His peculiar 
talents especially adapt him for a successful busi- 
ness career, and he has already attained a large 
degree of success in his chosen occupation. So- 
cially, he is identified with the Knights of the 
Maccabees. In politics, he is in hearty sympathy 
with the principles of the People's party, and gives 
his influence to the success of that organization. 
He and his wife have only one child, Alice Edith, 
a popular and talented young lady, who is re- 
ceiving an excellent education in the Moorland 
schools. 



-K-+^P-= 



^ 



EURY DEVRIES, a piosi)erous general 
agriculturist of Ottawa County, conducts 
a finely cultivated farm on section 36, Hol- 
land Township, and is likewise a skillful 
veterinary i5ur«^eon and authority on the diseases 
of the horse. A native of the Netherlands, he 
was born in 1 8113. lie is the son of Bernard and 




Alice (Mulder) DeVries, and the descendant of 
a long line of highly respected and sturdy fore- 
fathers, who through persistent effort won their 
way upward to positions of influence. The pa- 
ternal grandparents, John and Helen DeVries, 
were in humble circumstances, the former support- 
ing the family by daily labor upon a farm. He 
reared a family of two children, Bernard, the 
father of Jerry, and Ann, who passed her entire 
life in her native land. The father, who was born 
in 1805, in the near vicinitj* of the birthplace of 
our subject, received a fair education in the free 
schools of the Netherlands and remained with his 
parents, assisting his father, until he had attained 
to manhood. 

At the age of twenty-five years, Bernard De 
Vries was married in the Netherlands to Miss Al- 
ice, the daughter of Jerry and Gertie Mulder. He 
had a small piece of land, comprising about thirty 
acres, and upon this farm he and his excellent 
wife settled and toiled industriously. Eight chil- 
dren blessed the home, all bom in the Nether- 
lands, but five of them died in early infancy and 
childhood. The three living sons are John, Jerry 
and Paul. In 1847 the father with his family em- 
igrated to the United States and journeyed to 
Michigan, settling in Ottawa County. He had ex- 
hausted his savings on the journey, and at once 
after his arrival went to work in the woods mak- 
ing staves and logs. He soon purchased fort3' 
acres of timber-land near the present home of our 
subject, on section 25, Holland Township. This 
land he cleared, cultivated and improved with the 
help of his sons. He and his wife are living near 
the city of Holland. They are valued members of 
the Dutch Reformed Church, and possess the high 
regard of a wide circle of friends. Politically-, be 
is a Republican and, a man of broad intelligence, 
is deeply interested in the vital questions of the 
day and is a close observer of local and National 
government. 

The youthful days of our subject were pas^d 
*in the parental home. At the age of twenty-three 
he married Alice, daughter of Bernard and Dena 
Snitzler. The pleasant home of our subject and 
his estimable wife w.is brinhteucd by the birth 
of ten children, four of whom are now deceased. 
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Our subject is a native of Norway, bom in 1824. 
His father, Swen Swenson, died when our subject 
was a lad of only four years. He was a farmer by 
occupation. The gentk^man whose name heads 
this record is the second in order of birth in a 
famil}' of three children. At the age of eleven 
years he began to earn his own livelihood, and 
since that time has been dependent entirely upon 
his own exertions, so that whatever success he has 
achieved is due entirely' to his own efforts. He 
began working as a farm hand for his board and 
clothes, and when about fifteen years of age he re- 
ceived in addition a few dollars each year. He 
followed farming in his native land until about 
thirty years of age, when, with the desire of bet- 
tering his financial condition, he resolved to emi- 
grate to America. Bidding good-bye to home and 
friends, he left his native land, and in June, 1855, 
crossed the briny deep. He first went to Buffalo, 
N. Y., and in July, 1 855, took up his residence in 
Milwaukee, Wis. 

During his residence in Milwaukee, in 1855, Mr. 
Swenson was united in marriage with Miss Caro- 
line Olson, daughter of Christian and Bertha M. 
Olson, who were early settlers of this county. 
Twelve children have been born of their union. 
Mary, deceased, was the wife of Ole Hanson; Hans 
is also deceased; and several died in childhood. 
Those still living arc Sebert, Christian, William 
O., Sirena, Carl N., Nettie and Delia B. 

Mr. Swenson continued his residence in Milwau- 
kee until 1878, and engaged in sailing on the 
Lakes and working in the shipyards for many 
yeai*s. In this way he acquired some capital with 
which to begin business for himself. 

On coming to Muskegon County, he purchased 
the farm belonging to his father-in-law, and now 
owns one hundred and sixty acres of arable and 
valuable land. When it came into his possession, 
it was but slightly improved, but he has built 
fences upon it, thus dividing it into fields of con- 
venient size, and has erected all the necessary 
buildings, which therefore stand as monuments to 
his thrift and enterprise. He li:is cleared the place 
of its timber, and where once were tall trees or 
brush, waving fields of grain may now be seen. 
This farm is one of the desirable places of the 



neighborhood. Mr. Swenson has been a grai 
worker throughout his life, and the industry ao( 
enterprise which are numbered among his chie 
characteristics have been the important factors ii 
his success. He may truly be called a self-madi 
man. In religious belief be is a Lutheran, and li 
politics he is a supporter of Republican men xnti 
measures. 




NTON BASSIE, an enterprising fanner of 
Laketon Township, Muskegon Countr. 
was born in Prussia, Germany, Januarr 
22, 1821. He is the eldest of five som 
born to Anton and Mary (Randall) Bassie, nztiYes 
of Prussia, who spent their entire lives in the land 
of their birth. In the excellent German schook 
the subject of this sketch acquired a fair educa- 
tion, and under the careful supervision of his par- 
ents he was trained to habits of usefulness and io-. 
dustr}'. He passed the early years of his life in 
the Fatherland, whence in 1855 he emigrated to 
America, and after landing in this country pro- 
ceeded directly to Wisconsin. 

At Milwaukee Mr. Hassie worked at anything l»e 
could find to do. On the 22d of September, 1857, 
he came to Muskegon, and for two and one-half 
years worked in the sawmill of George Ruddimao. 
During the winter of 1859 he was employed od 
the Mississippi River levee in Mississippi. Return- 
ing to Muskegon, he entered the employ of Ryer- 
son <fe Hill, and was engaged in their sawmill fori 
period of thirty-two years, during the laijt twelve 
of which he was scKJond engineer, and prior U> 
that time was foreman. He is justly proud of the 
fact that, with one exception, he was in the em- 
ploy of Ryerson <fe Hill for a longer pencKl than 
any of their employes. He had the confidence of 
the firm to an unusual extent, and lal)ore<l uotir- 
ingly for their welfare. 

After so many years of close confinement to his 
work, Mr. Bassie felt the need of a change, and 
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Lakeside and has held other positions. He is a 
member of Muskegon Lodge No. 92, L O. O. F., 
and Davis Encampment No. 47. For many years 
he has held membership in the Methodist Church, 
and lias been Trustee of the same for some time. 
Mrs. Parker, who was also a worthy member of 
that church, died in 1859, leaving one son, Byron 
J. Mr. Parker's second marriage was with Miss 
Mary C, daughter of David and Flora Ilevland. 
Mrs. Parker died leaving one daughter, Lelia C, 
who is now at home. He married his present 
wife, formerly Miss Lydia Decker, a native of St. 
Joseph County, Mich., in 1873, and they have a 
pleasant home in the cify. 
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UST BEGEMAN. It matters little what 
vocation a man selects as his life occupa- 
tion so long as it is an honorable one. If 
he is an honest, upright man, courteous in his in- 
tercourse with his fellow-men, and possessed of the 
average amount of energy and perseverance, he is 
bound to make his occupation a financial success. 
Because the subject of this sketch is possessed of 
all the above requirements is the chief reason he 
has succeeded; because he is above the average in 
point of business qualifications is the reason that 
he to-day stands among the prominent men of the 
county. lie is at present the most efficient Super- 
visor of Blendon Township and discharges the du- 
ties of that position in a very satisfactory manner. 
He was born in the city of Berlin, Germany, May 
8, 1862, and is the only child of Conrad and Minnie 
(Coleman) Begeman, natives of Germany, 

The father came to America in 1862, while the 
war cloud hung darkly over the Nation, and set- 
tled m the village of Allegan, Allegan County, 
Mich., where he was engaged in brick-making un- 
til his death, in 1873. He was twice married, and 
was the father of three children by his first union: 
Fred, Sophia and Minnie, all now married and liv- 
inar in (iermanv. The mother of (>iir subject 
had also been twice married, first to a Mr. Cole- 



man, by whom she had four children: Augusta, 
who married Joseph Sickinger, and resides in New 
York City; Ernest, who i-esides in German3-; Will- 
iam, who died in Allegan in 1892, and whose fam- 
ily now resides in that town; and Minnie, who re- 
sides in New York City. The parents of these 
children were upright, enterprising citizens and 
won many friends wherever they made their 
home. 

Tlie subject of this sketch whs but one year of 
age when his mother died, and before he bad 
reached his twelfth year he was left fatherless. 
He really commenced life for himself at the early 
age of seven years and worked first at one tbio^ 
then another, attending the country school as op- 
portunity offered. Until eighteen years of age he 
worked on a farm and then learned the trade of 
marble-cutter, which he followed for six years. Id 
1884 he moved to his present location, Bauer, and 
established a general store, which he conducted 
until 1893, wlren he sold his stock of dry good? 
and groceries to M. W. Otto. He was first elected 
Township Treasurer in 1888, re-elected in ISS9» 
and in 1890 was made Supervisor, to which posi- 
tion he has been re-elected each succeeding year. 

In the year 1886 Miss Maggie Bauer, a native 
of Trier, Germany, born January 2, 1864, became 
his wife. She is the daughter of Nichohis and 
Barbara (Tibald) Bauer, also natives of the Old 
Country. Mr. and Mrs. Bauer came to America 
about 1869 or 1870 and settled first in Grand 
Rapids. Being a wagon-maker by trade, he estab- 
lished a wagon-manufacturing shop there and wa< 
engaged in a successful business for some time. 
He then sold his city property and moved to 
Georgetown Township, Ottawa County, Mich. 
The postoffice of Bauer, established on the line 
between Blendon Township and Georgetown Town- 
ship, was named in his honor. He resided tbere 
and made wagons for many years. On the 1st of 
July, 1891, he sold his interest in this place and 
now resides on a small farm in Georgetown Town- 
ship. He and his wife are the parents of tjiree 
children, as follows: Maggie, the wife of oursulh 
ject; .John and Kate. To Mr. and Mrs. liegeman 
have l)een born two children: Bemic B., born 
October 6, 1888; and Albert W., born September 
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Mr. Quick was first married November 23, 1876, 
to Miss Mary Slater, a native of New York. Slie 
died in 1878, leaving no children. In 1881 Mr. 
Quick was married to Miss Lucinda Pixley, a na- 
tive of Allendale, and a daughter of Kben- 
ezer and Ann (White) Pixley, natives of Amer- 
ica and F^ngland, rcs[iectively. Mr. and Mrs. 
Quick are the parents of two children, Eben- 
ezer and Irving. Both Mr. and Mrs. Quick hold 
membership in the Congi*egational Church, of 
which the former is Trustee, and both are ac- 
tive workers in the same. Mr. Quick is a member 
of Coopersville Lodge No. 376, L O. O. F., and Sir 
Knight in Allendale Tent No. 818. Politically, 
he is a leading Republican. 
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I^ILLIAM IL KliUPP. Among the enter- 
prising farmers of Fruitland Township, 
Muskegon County, is this worthy man, 
who lives on section 1. His birth occurred in 
Detroit, Mich., in 1862. He is the sou of James 
W. and Mary (Dy est) Krupp. The former was a 
son of William Krupp, and was a native of Dus- 
seldorf, Germany, and was for many years a 
soldier in the German army. He took part in 
the War of 1812, fighting against Napoleon's 
troops. 

James W. Krupp was one of six children, 1832 
being the year of his birth. He was brought up 
in his native village, remaining by the old hearth- 
stone until attaining his majority. He received su- 
perior advantages as to education, and was master 
of three languages, speaking English, French and 
German with equal fluency. He early learned 
the gardener's trade, and crossed the Atlantic and 
afterwards settled in Detroit, where he followed 
gardening for man 3^ years. In 1863 he removed 
to Shiawassee County, becoming the owner of 
eighty acres of property in Venice Township. On 
this farm he resided until 1881, and the follow- 
ing year was killed in a runaway accident. He 
was niarried in Detroit to the daughter of John 



Dyest, who was also born in the Fatherland. Six 
children were born to Mr. and Mi's$. Krupp: Lizzie. 
Sarah, William, Anna, Fi-ed and Mamie. The fa- 
ther was a member of the Catholic Church Id 
Germany, but left the faith after his removal to 
this country. He was a member of the Grange 
and, politically, was a Democrat. 

The education of William Krupp was obtained 
m the common schools, and he made his home 
with his pai*cnts until he was married, at the age 
of twenty -seven years, to Miss Minnie, daughter 
of Burdette McMichael. They have one daugh- 
ter, Nellie by name. After the death of our sub- 
ject's father, he took charge of the farm, eompris- 
ing one hundred and twenty-four acres, and hm 
since ably managed the estate. Mr. Krupp is a 
distant relative of the noted German foundr)'mao 
who manufactured the tine guns in the Krupp Pa- 
vilion, at the World's Fair, in Cliicago. The im- 
mense castings and cannon to be seen there are 
among the wonders of the wonderful exposition. 
In politics Mr. Krupp is a worker in the ranks of 
the Democracy. He is possessed of those qualities 
of push and perseverance which claim recognitioo 
and praise from all. In his business relations be 
is strictly honorable, and his word is considered 
as good as his Ixmd. 
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THOMAS MILLER, deceased, a business imd 
of unusual executive ability and enterprise, 
for nearly a score of years closely identi- 
fied with the progressive interests of Muski^oo. 
Mich., entered into rest in the spring of 1885. 
mourned by friends and fellow-citizens as a pub- 
Uc loss. Mr. Miller was born in Pen tsh ire, Scot- 
land, in 1840, and was a descendant of a long 
line of upright and industrious Scottish ancestor^. 
His father, Thomas Miller, l>orn, reared and mar- 
ried near the Highlands of his native land, spent 
his entire life of usefulness amid the familiar 
scones of his youth. His mother, Jennie (Mal- 
colm) Miller, was likewise a dweller wiiliio old 
Scotia. 
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tei*8: Cornelia, the wife of Jolin Posthumus, of 
Grand Rapids; Henrietta; and Gertie, the wife of 
Henry Troost. 

Wybe Nienhui8 secured a fair education in the 
common schools of the county, and when twenty- 
two years of age began working on a farm for 
wages. Later he began farming on his own and 
on rented land, but when twenty-three years of 
age had an opportunity to clerk in a store, and 
this continued until he was twenty-nine years of 
age. He then embarked in his present business, 
general merchandising, and justly merits the large 
measure of success achieved by his good judgment 
and excellent acumen. This was m 1886, and lie 
commenced with a small cash capital, but his aver- 
age sales amount to from $12,000 to $15,000 an- 
nually at the present time. He and his brother 
are wide-awake and thoroughgoing, and keep on 
hand a choice selection of goods. They employ 
one clerk, who thoroughly understands his busi- 
ness and is ever attentive and pleasant to the 
numerous patrons. Besides this store, the broth- 
er are the owners of forty acres of land, which 
they have under a fine state of cultivation. The 
store building is 24x60 feet, two stories high, with 
a dwelling overhead, and Mr. Nienhuis also owns 
a fine two-story residence, one of the handsomest 
in the county. 

He was married in 1880 to Miss Bertha C. Smith, 
a native of this county, and a daughter of Conrad 
and Grietje (Sterken) Smith. She was the eldest of 
three children, the others being Lena and Conrad, 
the former the wife of Garrett Stigenga. To Mr. 
and Mrs. Nienhuis were born five children: John, 
Conrad, Lena, Henry and George. Mr. Nienhuis 
is one of the promising young men of the county, 
and in every walk of life has conducted himself 
in an honorable and upright manner. For four 
years he filled the office of Township Clerk, and 
in the spring of 1893 he was elected Township 
Trustee. He is alive to matters of public im|X)rt- 
ance, and deeply interested in the success of the 
Democratic party, with which he has ever been 
identified. 

Abel J. Nienhuis, junior member of the firm, 
and a young man of more than ordinary business 
ability, was educated in the common schools of 



Ottawa County, and when twenty-six years of age 
engaged in the present business. The brotliersare 
equally interested in the business, and display ex- 
cellent judgment in its manag^ement. In the year 
1887, he was married to Miss Jennie W. Rooks, a 
native of this county, and the daughter of Albert 
and Joannah Rooks, natives of Holland. Mr. and 
Mrs. Rooks came to America at an early day, and 
here rcare4 their seven children: Garrett; Will- 
iam; Anna, wife of Bert Knooihuizen; Jennie W.. 
John, Cornelius and Lena, at honoe. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rooks were members of the NortL 
Holland Dutch Reformed Church. Mr. Rooks 
died in 1873, and Mrs. Rooks afterward married 
Rheinder Bultema, by whom she had one child. 
Herman. Two children were born to Abel J. NicD- 
huis and wife, Maggie and Albert. Mr. and 3Ir§. 
Nienhuis hold membership in the North Hollaod 
Dutch Reformed Church, and he served as ScLooi 
Inspector in 1883, being re-elected to that office in 
1893. Politically, he is a strong advocate of the 
platform of the Democratic party. 
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D. KING, M. D., the popular homeo|)athic 
ph^'sician and surgeon, residing at No. 122 
South Terrace Street, Muskegon, Mich., en- 
joys a large field of practice and is widely 
known throughout the city, where since his loca- 
tion in the year 1884 he has met with most eo- 
couraging success. Our subject is a natiye of 
Oswego County, N. Y., and was born June it 
1850. His father, Lorenzo Dow King, was burn 
in Rhode Island and was the son of David King. 
a man of high character and personal courage, the 
paternal grandfather having been one of Uie brave 
soldiers of the War of 1812. Tlie remote ancestors 
of the Kings were of Finglish birth, but the familv 
early settling in the United States have here long 
occupied positions of useful influence. The mo- 
ther, Jane (Palmeter) King, was of New England 
birth and, a native of Vermont, was the daugh- 
ter of Bliss Palmeter, also born in the Green 
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general public, and its excellent moral tone has 
had a most refining influence on all who are fort- 
unate enough to obtain a copy. 

Mr. Benjaminse has been engaged in the news- 
paper business in Holland for thirty-three years, 
and is thoroughly familiar with its every detail. 
In the year 1855, he was married to Miss Johanna 
Van de Luyster, daughter of J. Van de Luystcr, 
who, with the Rev. Mr. Vander Meulen, was the 
colonizer of Zeeland in 1847. Eleven children 
were born to the union of our subject and his wife, 
of whom five are still living. Politically, Mr. Ben- 
jaminse is a Democrat, and the paper, 2>6 i/oZ/ander, 
is devoted to the interests of that party. He is 
public-spirited and enterprising, and has served 
on the Board of Education. A member of the 
Holland Christian Reformed Church, Mr. Benja- 
minse takes much interest in religious affairs. 





LFRED PURCHASE is a merchant of 
South Blendon and the efficient servant of 
(!) Uncle. Sam in the post-office of that place. 
He 18 well known throughout Ottawa Coun- 
ty, and as a successful, enterprising business man 
has few equals. Like many of the representative 
citizens of the county, he was born in this State, 
his birth occurring in Hillsdale County September 
28, 1852, and like many of them he is deeply in- 
terested in the progress and development of his 
native State. He is third in order of birth in a 
family born to the union of James and Elizabeth 
(Hunkford) Purchase, natives of the Empire State. 
James Purchase came to Michigan in the old 
Territorial days, and it is a source of inspiration 
to brave doing and endurance to learn the history 
of those who through hardships and privations 
won a place for themselves in this northern tier of 
States. He was married in Michigan to Miss 
Hunkford, who came here as early as himself, and 
they settled in Hillsdale County, which was then 
nothing but a wilderness. Adrian, sixteen miles 
off, was the nearest trading-jK)st, and there were 



no roads, only Indian trails. Indians were nu- 
merous and the woods abounded with game. The 
Purchase family entered land from the Govern- 
ment and engaged in farming as soon as the land 
was in proper condition. When James Purchase 
first came to the Territory of Michigan with his 
parents he was but a lad, and his opportunities for 
getting an education were poor indeed. Being 
naturally of a studious turn of mind, he improved 
every moment of spare time and eventuallj' be- 
came one of the best-informed farmers of the 
count}'. Previous to coming to Michigan, and just 
after leaving New York State, the grandfather of 
Mr. Purchase resided for a short time in the Buck- 
eye State. Farming was his principal occupation 
in life, but for twenty-five years he ran a thresh- 
ing machine in the county, the first ''^groundhog" 
thresher. 

In 1872 Mr. Purchase sold his farm and moved 
to Ottawa County, settling in Georgetown Town- 
ship, where he tilled the soil until 1890. He then 
rented his farm for two years and removed to 
Grand Rapids. Later he sold the farm and is now 
living a retired life. He is now in his seventy- 
eighth year, and his wife in her sixty-eighth year. 
Both have been exemplary and worthy member? 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church for years. 
Seven children were born to their union: Jane, 
now Mrs. George Gettings, of Stanton, Mich.; 
Frank, a resident of Hillsdale County; Alfred, our 
subject; Sarah, now Mrs. Duncan Van Allen, of 
this county; Joel, of this county; James L., of 
Grand Rapids; and Willard, also of Grand Rapids. 
The parents of these children are only two of the 
many who have spent the greater portion of their 
lives in developing the country that their children 
and grandchildren might enjoy the advantages 
which they tlicmselves were denied. In truth, we 
of to-day are the "heirs of all the ages" and profit 
by the labor and self-denial of the hard-working 
classes of the past. 

Alfred Purchase received a limited education in 
the district schools of his neighborhood and when 
twenty ^^eai-s of age branched out to fight bis own 
way in life. In the county where his father had 
first settled he rented land for twelve years. Aside 
from this he was also engaged in railroad coo- 
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and lumber business in Ottawa County, and in 
the spring of 1861 he purchased a one-half in- 
terest in a sawmill there. 

Shortly after the opening of the Civil War, 
Mr. Storrs enlisted in Company B, Sixth Michigan 
Cavalry, and in 1862 went to the front in the 
capacity of Supernumerary Second Lieutenant. On 
the 16th of March, 1863, he was promoted to Sec- 
ond Lieutenant, and on the 17th of July, 1863, 
was commissioned Captain. He continued in that 
rank until lie was promoted to be Major, on the 6th 
of February, 1865, and was serving in that posi- 
tion at the time of his discharge. He participated 
actively in many engagements, and at Ne why's 
Cross Roads, July 24, 1863, was wounded in the 
left shoulder by a minie-ball. He was honorably 
discharged at Leavenworth, Kan., October 10, 1865, 
and on being mustered out of the service returned 
to his home in Ottawa County. 

Resuming his lumber and milling business, which 
he had temporarily discontinued, Maj. Storrs was 
thus engaged until 1876, when he disposed of his 
interests in Ottawa County and removed to Eden 
Township, Mason County, this State. There for 
a number of years he made his home on a farm. 
In 1882 he came to North Muskegon in the capa- 
city of book-keeper for the C. N. Stori-s Lumber 
Company, a position which he filled acceptably. 
In 1886 he, with Frank Storrs, purchased the 
Peninsula Fruit Farm, the name of which the}* 
changed to Storrs' Vineyard. This fine farm is 
devoted to the raising of fruits, a business in 
which the Major is particularly well informed. 
Twenty acres are planted in a vineyard, while 
three acres are devoted to garden, the balance, 
twenty-seven acres, being woodland. From thir- 
ty to forty-five tons of grapes each season are 
raised, and the grapes, for flavor and quality, are 
unsurpassed, if equalled, in the State. 

The Major and his wife have a family- of three 
children: Alice J., wife of Leroy A. Franklin, of 
Grand Rapids; Frank, who aids in the cultivation 
of the fruit farm; and Maggie, tlie wife of Elliott 
D. Prescott, a resident of Ravenna, Mich. Maj. 
Storrs cast his first ballot in Ohio in 1854, and has 
been a Republican ever since the inception of that 
party. In 1875 he represented Blendon Township 



on the Board of Supervisors of Ottawa Count 
and he also served as Township Clerk and Hig 
way Commissioner while residing there. In FaU 
Townshij), Mason County, he served as Supervise 
during the years 1877, '79, '80 and 1881, and wj 
a member of the Board of School Examinere c 
Mason County. He served as Supervisor of th 
township of Laketon,. Muskegon County, in 188 
and 1887, and for one year filled the position o 
Assessor of North Muskegon. He also served a 
Alderman of North Muskegon for one year. 80- 
cially, he is identified with Amos E. Steele P(»t 
No. 280, G. A. R., at North Muskegon, and has 
frequently served as Commander of the post Id 
addition to local duties he has been Inspector of 
the Department of Michigan, G. A. R., and is Food 
and Dairy Commissioner of the SUte. 





ILLIAM D. BATCHELDER, one of Mas- 
kegon County's most successful farmers, 
and the owner and occupant of a finely- 
improved farm on section 14, White River Town- 
ship, is one of the heroic defenders of the Old 
Flag, to whose courage we owe the liberty of 
which our country boasts. He is the son of John 
D. and Bessie (Brockway) Batchelder, natives of 
Vermont, who came to Michigan nearly sixty 
years ago, and settled in Yorkville at a period so 
early in the history of that now thriving place, 
that even the most prophetic eye could sc&rceU 
have discerned its present prosperity. 

Some time after settling in Yorkville, the step- 
mother of our subject was killed by a tomadm 
the mother of our subject dying when he was 
seven months old. His father afterward married 
again, and to that union four children were born. 
From Yorkville he went to Galesburg, where the 
last four children were bom, and from Galesburg he 
moved to Nebraska, where he died in 1875. Born 
at Yorkville, Mich., October 22, 1889, the subject 
of this sketch was seven months old when be was 
orphaned by his mother's death. He was then 
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followed the same in his native country for many 
years. He reared the following childi*en: Henry; 
Klaas, deceased; Adriaan; Alice, who died^ young; 
Ide, our subject; Alice, deceased; and Jennie. The 
father held membership in the Reformed Church 
and was a worthy and exemplary citizen. 

Until eighteen years of age our subject remained 
under the home roof and later learned the baker's 
trade. He married in the Old Country Miss Gertie 
De Beer, a native of Holland, and the daughter of 
Daniel and Zwaantji (Van Derlaan) De Beer, also 
natives of that country. Mrs. De Graaf was a 
widow when our subject married her, and was the 
mother of one child, Christina, by the first union. 
By her marriage to our subject she became the 
mother of three children: Alice, wife of Pike Bou- 
kema; Adriaan, who married Tony Nukamp; and 
John, who became the husband of Mary Van Lente. 
In 1868, Mr. De Graaf and family took passage for 
America and on reaching the coast of the United 
States made their way to Michigan, and located in 
Holland, where numbei-s of their countrymen had 
located. He was entirely without means, but he 
found employment in a planing-mill and was en- 
gaged as engineer in the same for over six years. 

After the fire in that city, Mr. De Graaf began 
working at his trade in his own house, baking by 
the kitchen stove, and continued this for six 
months, when he came to Zecland. In that town 
he operated a bakery for some time and then bought 
fifteen acres where he now lives, adding to the orig- 
inal tract from time to time until he is now the 
owner of sixty acres of excellent land. He built 
a bakery, and although his trade was mostly con- 
fined to his own countrymen, othei*s began to rel- 
ish his fine "Holland rusks,*' of which he made a 
specialty, and he soon had his hands full. Now 
the business has so increased that he ships to nearly 
every State in the Union, and five thousand rusks 
are turned out every day. 

After reaching this country, the following chil- 
dren were born to our subject and wife: Dina, wife 
of Rev. Thoinajs L. DeLange; Jennie, wife of Sake 
Boonstra; Daniel, deceased; and Ida. Socially, Mr. 
De Graaf is a inoniher of the Reformed Church of 
Zeoland, and for twolve years was aii Elder in the 
same. His son Adnaan was interested with him in 



the business. He is married and the father of four 
children, as follows: Ide (a Dutch name for bay): 
Henrietta, Richard and Gertie. Adriaan possesses 
all the excellent business quaUties of his father and 
is wide-awake and thorough ^oing. 
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ORNELIUS BOS, who is extensively en- 
gaged in growing celery in Grand Haven, 
Ottawa County, claims IIoHand as the land 
of his nativity, his birth having occurred in the 
province of Jerome, Februarys, 1841. His father, 
John Bos, died in Holland, and the mother, who 
bore the maiden name of Knelska Dei nt Hanns. 
also spent her entire life in that country. 

No event of special importance occurred during 
the childhood and youth of our subject, which 
were quietly passed in his native land midst plav 
and work. His school privileges were such as were 
furnished free by the Government. He remained 
in Holland until twenty- four years of age, when, 
having heard excellent reports of America and 
the advantages and privileges it affords, he re- 
solved to try his fortune in the New World. 
Crossing the briny deep, he landed in New York 
City, but did not tarry long in the East, coming 
at once to Ottawa County, Mich., where he began 
working in a sawmill on the Grand River. Two 
years later, in 1867, he came to Grand Haven and 
oi>ened a meat-market, which he carried on for 
twenty years. He met with success in that nnder- 
taking. It was not long before he had built up a 
good trade, which constantl}' increased until he 
received a most liberal patronage, and in conse- 
quence reaped a good income. At length he sold 
out, desiring to give his attention to other pur- 
suits. 

In 18H5 Mr. Bos began raising celery, nnd ha^^ 
since continued in that industry. Havin^ I.K)U(;lit 
a tract of twenty-two acres of land, he planl^'d 
thirteen acres of this with a good grade of colm. 
He raises the "white plume*' variety, which is of a 
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the late war, and under Sherman's command par- 
ticipated in the famous march to the sea. Mr. 
Mastenbrook was enp^aged in the battles of Atlanta, 
Chattanooga, Columbia, S. C, and Savannah, and 
took an active part in the various fights and skir- 
mishes of the long campaign. At the close of the 
war returning to Ottawa County, he again resumed 
the peaceful avocation of a tiller of the soil. A mem- 
ber of the Grand Army of the Republic, our sub- 
ject is fraternally associated with Champlain Post, 
No. 29, at Grand Rapids, and much enjoys the re- 
unions of the order. Mr. and Mrs. Mastenbrook 
are both worthy membei-s of the Congregational 
Church at Eastman ville and are ever ready to aid 
in the support of church work, also giving 
lil)erally to benevolent enterprises of their home 
locality. Politically a Democrat, our subject is 
now most acceptably discharging the duties of 
Highway Commissioner and, taking a deep interest 
in both local and national issues, is intelligenty 
posted on all the vital questions of the day. He 
and his family occupy positions of useful influence 
and are universally esteemed. 
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^■1 Aj-OLLIN H. PELTON. Ottawa County has 
no homestead more pleasantly' situated than 
that owned and occupied by the subject of 
this sketch, who is one of Tallmadge Town- 
ship's most enterprising farmers and fruit-growers. 
At the present time he cultivates about three hun- 
dred acres of land, fifty of which are planted to 
fruit trees, and the balance devoted to the raising of 
cereals. In cultivating the soil, Mr. Pel ton dis- 
plays the possession of excellent judgment and 
good business qualities, and to these characteristics 
is due no small measure of his success. 

In referring to the parental history of our sub- 
ject, we find that he is the son of Roilin and Abi- 
gail (Pelton) Pelton, iiativos respectively of Ver- 



mont and Canada. The former was educated in 
the Green Mountain State, whei*e he was for some 
time a student in an academy. Upon attaining 
maturity he migrated to Canada, and engaged in 
business as a lumber dealer until 1848, when he re- 
moved to the States and, locating in Michigan, set- 
tled in the vicinity of Grand Rapids. Later he 
removed to Ottawa County, and upon the home he 
there established he conducted farming operations 
until his demise, which occurred in 1868. He 
was a man of upright character, firm in his convic- 
tions and courageous in the defense of his opinions. 
He and his wife were the parents of five children, 
of whom the subject of this notice is the youngest. 

Born in Canada in 1844, Roilin H. Pelton was 
a child of four years when brought by his parents 
to the States, and he grew to manhood amid the 
scenes of Kent and Ottawa Counties, Mich., where 
he availed himself to the utmost of such educa- 
tional advantages as the common schools afforded. 
Ashe was observant and thoughtful, he supple- 
mented his schooling by self-culture, and in that 
way became the possessor of broad information 
upon all subjects of general interest. He was still 
quite 3'oung when he came to Ottawa County, and 
here he also prosecuted his studies in the public 
schools. From boyhood he has been familiar with 
agricultural pui*suits, and upon choosing an occu- 
pation in life, selected that to which he had been 
reared. 

Remaining an inmate of the parental home un- 
til the death of his father, our subject then assumed 
charge of the home farm, and has ever since con- 
ducted agricultural operations upon an extensive 
scale. Success has crowned his labors, and he is 
now recognized as one of the substantial farmers 
of the count}'. He has also met with considerable 
success in the raising of small fruits, for which he 
finds ready sale at the neighboring markets. In 
his political belief, he adheres with fidelity to the 
platform and principles of the Democratic party, 
of which he is one of the leaders in this section. 
He has held the office of Supervisor for a number 
of years, representing Tallmadge Township upon 
the Board of Ottawa County. 
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